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VIENNA. 


@ 


Report by Consul Weikersheim on the Trade and Commerce of Vienna 
Sor the Year 1875. 


GENERAL Pounts. 


Tue past year belonys to one of the most sombre epochs of Austrian 
commercial history. The continuation and ever-increasing extension 
of the sharp crisis of 1878, the collapse of credit, the stoppage of all 
production, the decline in the value of all securities, which surpasses 
all intelligible and reasonable limits, the numerous failures and liquida- 
tions, the annihilation of old and well-known firms, with the frauds 
which such catastrophes always bring in their rear,—all tend to give 
this year’s report a truly desolate character. 

It would be erroneous to believe that the crisis of 1873 alone 
produced these effects, for in the course of the year various cireum- 
stances have occurred to render them still more intense. 

Thus the financial affairs of the State exhibited strikingly the effects 
of the general impoverishment, which by shaking its eredit brought 
even the rentes into the list of fluctuating securities, thus undermining 
the value of the only stocks hitherto unaffected. 

Whilst paper rentes rose during and after the crisis to 69 to 70 per 
cent., they are already at 62 to 64; and the same with silver rentes, 
which fell in the course of a few months from 74 to 67. 

A further cause, and probably the most important one, was the 
unfortunate policy of the Government and Parliament in railway ques- 
tions, which affected most seriously the railway market, and caused 
their stocks to fall in a totally unjustifiable manner,—an incident which 
destroyed nearly all Austrian railway credit in foreign countries. 

Enormous amounts of railway debentures and shares were thrown 
on the Austrian market from abroad, principally from Germany, which 
securities could only be absorbed by the weakened Austrian market at 
very low rates; hence the values of similar property held by private 
individuals and the effective assets of the banks were again reduced, 
and naturally reacted by producing the same sad results on other 
marketable securities. 

The Bosnian and Herzegovinian insurrection which broke out in 
July of the past year could not fail to act unfavourably in the highest 
degree on the economical condition of the country, on account of the 
disturbed state of the frontier population. 

Irrespective of the financial effects of the insurrection on Turkey, 
and the blow to the holders of Turkish stock in Austria, the uncer- 
tainty of the solution of this great political question up to the present 
day has acted in the highest degree towards the disturbance of all the 
economical relations of the country. 

The greatest and most damaging influence, however, has been caused 
by the complications between Austria and Hungary, and the more so, 
as they happened at the same time as the commercial treaties came to 
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anend. This question is for Austria, both at present and in the imme- 
diate future, of such grave importance that it needs a somewhat lengthy 
explanation. 

The compromise which was arranged in the year 1867 by Count 
Beust and Deak provided that the two countries should only have in 
common the Sovereign, including in that term the army and the foreign 
representative body, and that the countries should in other respects be 
totally independent. At the same time certain matters should, though 
not under the common government, be at least administered aceording 
to certain common principles. These were commercial matters, and in- 
direct taxation, the system of defence, mint, coinage, and railway 
affairs. 

As regards affairs common to both, Delegations were appointed who 
had to treat them under ordinary responsible ministries. 

In the Austrian State debt Hungary accepted.a fixed unalterable 
share, and at the same period the floating debt was accepted as a 
common burden. 

For the payment of the charges of the joint government, a quota, 
based on the results of direct taxation, and reckoning on the advantages 
accruing to the Austrian half of the empire by the octroi, was fixed 
for each division, viz., Austria, 70 per cent.; Hungary, 30 per cent. 
Previously, however, the income from the customs, which, as the 
customs territory was a joint one, was declared a joint income, was 
designated to serve as payment for the joint or common expenses, 
after paying the octroi (repaid jointly), and the remainder was to be 
assigned as payment to both divisions of the monarchy. This conven- 
tion was concluded for a period of ten years ending on the 31st 
December, 1877. tate 

For affairs not in common, a customs commercial treaty for ten ~ 
years was concluded, also up to the end of December, 1877, which 
could be abrogated by either party after five years, and would have 
validity, after a notice for its termination, for only one year more. 

Regarding bank matters, the statutes of the Austrian National 
Bank were acknowledged as valid for the duration of their privilege— 
that is, up to the 31st December, 1877, also,—but without prejudice to 
subsequent alteration. : 

About the same time that these treaties expired, various com- 
mercial treaties would end also, such as the Italian, on the 30th of 
June, 1876; the English, on the 31st of December, 1876; and the 
German and French, on 31st December, 1877. 

With this convention nobody was content, and especially the 
Austrian portion of the empire, which thus became subsidiary to the 
Hungarian, besides having to bear 70 per cent. of the common charges 
for Hungarian unity; and Austria felt so acutely on this point that, 
in the treaties of the customs commercial alliance, she insisted on a 
right of notice of five years, which was originally fixed up to the 31st 
December, 1877. 

But as in the year 1868 the extraordinary harvests brought enor- 
mous capital into the country, everything went with tolerable smooth- 
ness till, as mismanagement brought the Hungarian State finances to a 
full stop, and the country had to suffer from repeated bad harvests, the 
Hungarians began to complain of the injustice of the arrangement; and 
after the opposition leader, Tisza, took the head of the Cabinet, notice 
was given to terminate the customs commercial treaty by the 31st 
December, 1876. 

The first consequence of this measure was, that a question arose as 
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%~o the common customs territory, and it was perfectly possible that 
there might have appeared in 1877, instead of a power (Austria-Hun- 
gary), two contractors (Austria and Hungary separately), so that the 
-existing commercial treaties had to be terminated, and their termina- 
tion prepared for. 

The Hungarians demanded— 

1st. An independent Hungarian National Bank, with the right of 
issuing notes. 

2nd. A free-trade customs tariff, with regard both to the free-trade 
treaties affecting their consumers, and the greater productiveness of the 
customs incomes. 

3rd. That certain drawbacks should be borne by Austria alone. 

4th. A part of the Austrian octroi, as an important portion of 
Austrian products are consumed in Hungary, and it would therefore be 
fair to pay this “duty on consumption” to that country and not to 
Austria. 

The country therefore found itself suddenly in the midst of a com- 
mercial turmoil, and the Government was forced into one of the most 
serious discussions on financial and political rights. 

The excessive proportion of fully 70 per cent. that Austria, with 
equal rights to Hungary, had to pay, was always a source of vexa- 
tion; it was, therefore, quite natural that the Austrian party should 
decide to renounce community with Hungary, and even the unity of 
the empire, rather than continually yield to the ever-growing demands 
of the Hungarians. 

This was principally on account of the commercial question. The 
Austrian division of the empire was, jn consequence of the sufferings of 
its industrial classes, in great part protectionist ; she demanded, there- 
fore, the protection of the home markets. The Hungarians, on their 
side, who condemned the abolition of the duties on corn, carried their 
point in the late discussions for continuing them, as well as a protective 
duty for the iron manufacture, thus proving that their free-trade senti- 
ments were simply manceuvres for obtaining financial concessions from 
the other side. The discussions up to the present time give us reason 
to believe in a very moderate increase in the taxes on productive 
industry, and a considerable one on textile fabrics and financial dues ; 
there will also be proposed a tax on petroleum; a tariff treaty will be 
effected with Germany, and with other countries simple commercial 
treaties only, with the usual most-favoured nation clauses. 

The tariff itself, which has been discussed and agreed upon by 
both Governments, is kept secret, as it will form the basis of future 
negociations. 

The demand for an independent Hungarian National Bank will 
not at first be disputed by the Government, the Hungarians having 
in principle a perfect right to such a bank. Ausiria will only intervene 
when the questions of the unification of the money and the payment 
of the common expenses are ripe for a decision. 

‘The question would indeed be a very simple one, if the Hungarians 
required only a solvent bank of issue; but they demand an insolvent 
one—.¢., with an irredeemable note circulation, which shall be valid not 
only in Hungary itself as legal payment, but which shall also have in 
Austria a forced rate of exchange. 

All attempts up to the present for the creation of a National Bank 
have been wrecked upon this difficulty. 

The Austrian financial authorities demand, before they accept the 
foundation of an Hungarian Bank, and the preservation of the customs 
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territory, the restoration and preservation of “specie payment;” but 
this latter is not to be effected so quickly, because, irrespective of the 
question whether silver or gold shall be accepted as currency, Austria 
must, before anything can be done, come to an understanding with 
Hungary in what manner the joint floating debt of 412,000,000 fl. must 
be consolidated, and in what mode Hungary would contribute to this 
operation. 

If by this course, even though not immediately, gold or silver should 
become the basis of the currency, then.no doubt an independent Hun- 
garian National Bank could be created. The necessary unification of the 
common Austrian customs territory can, according to opinions here, be: 
preserved only by bank consolidation, or by metallic currency. Any 
third course, and especially that of the unredeemable representative 
of gold, would cause such a revolution in prices, even if its validity or 
enforced circulation were confined to Hungary, and consequently such 
a derangement in financial and commercial transactions, that this alone 
would cause the separation of the customs territory. 

The third demand of the Hungarians is that drawbacks now paid 
out of the joint income to counterbalance the excise paid by Austrian: 
manufacturers should in future be paid out of the Austrian income 
alone. 

The Austrian Government replies, first, that this question, as well 
as that of the octroi, are financial questions, which are to be settled by 
the law regarding the quotas, and not by that of the customs and com- 
mercial treaty, as the quota, in respect even to these customs dues, was 
fixed so high against Austria, viz., 70 per cent. 

In fact, it is to be taken into consideration_that the real share of 
Hungary in the customs dues, as is to be gathered from the Hungarian 
consumption of foreign goods, amounts to scarcely 10 per cent.; that, 
therefore, in a community of customs receipts, it obtains a profit of at 
least 15 10 20 per cent.; further, that Hungary possesses a sugar and 
distilled-spirit industry suitable for exportation, and that it is not 
practicable with acommon customs territory to decide whether Austrian 
or Hungarian produce is really exported. 

The export of Hungarian products to Austria founds for Hungary 
the obligation of a rebate, as it would otherwise keep the duty for an 
exported article. Nevertheless the Austrian Government declared its 
readiness to make certain concessions where a rational solution should 
be arrived at, but that such concessions should only come into force in 
1878, after the fixing of the new quotas. 

The fourth demand of Hungary consists in the claim to a consider- 
able share in the Austrian octroi. This tax is properly paid at the 
time of consumption, and is indeed paid by the consumer. As how- 
ever the Austrian goods pay the Austrian tax in advance, and are not 
subject to any customs tax at their import into Hungary, it follows that 
the Hungarian consumer pays in fact the octroi to the Austrian 
Government. 

This share of the taxes on consumption the Hungarians calculate 
as equal toa sum of from 5,000,000 fl. to 6,000,000 fl. The Austrian. 
Government has, up to the present time, most distinctly refused the 
concession of these demands, as the circumstances haye not changed 
since 1867, and the quota of 70 per cent. was fixed with particular 
regard to them, as expressed in the protocol. 

The Austrian import of beer and, perhaps, sugar is balanced by the 
import of Hungarian products of wine, meat, and brandy ; a caleulation 


orci hardly be made, therefore, without prejudice on one part or the. 
other 
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The lengthened discussions which have now taken place between 
both ministries in Vienna were extremely wearisome, and resulted in 
a mutual compromise showing a very meagre result, the acceptance of 
which by the representatives of both divisions of the empire, is ex- 
tremely doubtful. 

Hungary allowed certain augmentations of the taxes on manufae- 
tures, but effected the heightening of the corn duties on the whole 
frontier, and participates in a great measure in the projected advance 
in the taxes on finance. 

Austria, which hitherto has paid 70 per cent., and Hungary 30 per 
cent., will have to pay as great a percentage ‘as its production amounts 
to in proportion to the total Austro-Hungarian production. 

With regard to the question of the independent Hungarian bank of 
issue, ib was in fact refused for the present, but it was decided that the 
Austrian National Bank is to cease as such, and that the concession 
is to be granted to a new banking company, which has to create two 
institutions of equal rank, one in Vienna, and one in Pesth, with as far as 
possible independent branch directors, above whom a committee 
presided over by a Governor nominated by the Emperor, and consisting 
of an equal number of Hungarian and Austrian members, shall have 
the supreme management. 

In the octroi question the Hungarians effected nothing; on the 
contrary they had to content themselves with accepting the quota of 
70 per cent. and 30 per cent. for ten years longer, é.e. from the 
1st January, 1877. 

It is clearly questionable whether this compromise will be accepted 
by the Parliaments, and particularly by that of Austria. Nevertheless 
the idea of the preservation of the empire as a unity must finally 
prevail, and it is to be hoped will effect a settlement of the status quo 
for another ten years, at least in the matter of the bank controversy. 


Tus FINANCES OF THE Euprre, 1875 anp 1876. 


The common budget for the expenses of the State (Austria- 
Hungary) for 1876 gives the following figures :— 


Ordinary. Extraordinary. 
Florins. Florins. 
Ministry of Exterior ot 3,556,160 72,800 
Ministry of War— 
(A) Army.. as <a 87,228,974 13,093,300 
(s) Navy .. cits Se 8,442,890 1,269,984 
Ministry of Finance ats 1,852,639 1,050 
Accountant’s office .. x 127,534 ie 
101,408,197 14,437,134 
SSE ORE a ES ene 
115,845,331 


In the year 1875 the total expenses of the State amounted to 
107,418,299 fl.; the result is therefore an addition of expenditure for 
the year 1876 amounting to 8,427,032 fl. 

This result is still more unfavourable if we take into consideration 
the net expenses. Jt is understood that the customs income as common 
income, is first used to cover the expenditure, and only the portion not 
thereby covered is divided proportionately to both halves of the State. 
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The smaller therefore the customs receipts, the larger the quotas- 
which the two countries have to bear. Whuilst therefore the customs. 
were estimated preliminarily at an amount of 15,000,000 f1., it was seen 
in the course of that year that such an estimate was a sanguine one,. ° 
consequently in the budget for 1876 the duties had to be assessed in 
round figures as only 12,000,000 fl. 

The amount to be covered therefore is 103,845,331 fl., of which 
Hungary has to pay on her sole account for the military frontier- 
2 per cent. 2.¢., 2,076,906 fl., so that 101,768,424 41. 88 kr. are to be 
divised between the two halves of the State, thus :—Austria, 70 per cent.,. 
or 71,237,897 fl. 6 kr.; Hungary, 30 per cent. or 30,530,527 f1.31 kr. 

The quota for Austria amounted in the undernamed years to :— 


Florins. kr. 


tet... ee 
1872. a a a eee 
O87 grag fa ee! 1, 2 
(err 
a eam mnie 


This very considerable rise in the quota, which is felt so much the 
more as the excessive charge takes place at the same period as reduced 
taxes and powers of consuming, is not alone to be ascribed to the 
smaller receipts from the customs, but considerably more to the 
continually increasing demands for the army, both in the estimates for 
ordinary and extraordinary expenses, which, unfortunately, looking at 
the formation of the new artillery, the better providing for the men, and 
the necessary construction of barracks, excludes, the hope that the 
much desired relief of the tax-payer wiil soon take place. ¥ 

The budget for Cisleithania (Austria) presents the following 
figures :— 
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EXPENDITURE. 


. Extra- A Extra- 
Ordinary. ordinary. Ordinary. ordinary. 
Florins. Florins. Florins. Florins, 
Dry Parse. eves = 850,000 a 4,650,000 i 
II. Court Chancellery ia os aay 74,745 oe 74,095 ap 
IL. Parliament— 

a, Upper House... on Ne oy 53,500 ri 39,700 oo 

b. Lower Ifouse .., ie ae az 601,000 oe 586,000 oss 

ce. Delegations tee oop aes tai 14,000 wes 14,000 eee 

ad, Control of Debts... w oe one 10,700 BS 10,600 vat 

es Buildings see ane “eh 1,000,000 dee 500,000: 
IV. Special — of Appeal” we oe 22,000 soe 22,000 xe 

¥. Cabinet Council— 
a. Special Secretaries a ns oh 147,800 ave 147,000 wee 

b. Secret Service Fund... ons one 50,000 a 50,000 ace 

_¢, Official Gazettes ... vee see ose 420,000 ae, 422,000 ve 
VI. Ministry of Interior— 
1. Central administration ss tae 486,000 rc 488,000 = 

2. Police... in won aie 120,000 ous 120,000 ome 

3. Law publications Res Vacs 64,000 1,400 65,000 aaa 

4. Political diplomatic service awe ens 5,450,000 100,000 5,480,000 225,000" 

SlPublcwsatety —... so ave sone 8,20, 000 12,000 3,620,000 12,000 

6. Foundling hospitals... ae ane 15,000 ie 100,000 Mg 

7. State buildings... vt vee. frie, 1,148,000 62,000 1,155,000 66,000 

ERED, os | ok. awe] BD; 000 1,489,600 4,708,000 1,191,000 

= oe ta oe ta me <0 805,000 1,027,300 888,000 1, nae 

(0. New worl - on oes vie hn 35,000 ase 195,000 

11. Telegraphs ie 12,000 ae 12,000 pss 

VII. Ministry of National Defence— 
1. aa administration ... obs a 225,000 ile 223,000 on 
2. Mili ee (ak | BeRBD TION 666,000 8,156,000 1,000,000 
3. ee itks ‘costs .. bas ave «se 42,000 se 38,000 aa 

4, Practising grounds oe a ae 37,000 ae 37,000 

5. Military foundations ... ve ae 33,300 aie 33,300 

6. police .... a ro a 78,000 ws 90,000 

7. Country gendarmes_.... ate ree 8,900,900 oa | 8,800,000 

VILL. Ministry of Education— 
1. Central administration os wee 220,000 24,000 219,000 20,000 

2. Scliool inspectors a io aa 619,000 Rot 612,000 5 

3. Academy of Science ... im tee 75,000 6,000 75,000 6,000 
4, Museum of Industrial Art... eee 86,800 ose 70,000 se 

5. Statistical Commissioners .., ce 74,798 ed 67,000 

6. Geological Society .. os 49,000 oon 49,000 

7. Meteorological Department .. aa 20,400 6,700 16,700 

8. a of old monuments... 9,000 ae 9,000 ae 

9. Cultus. Religious funds se % 3,748,046 299,978 3,918, 800 790, 800 

10. » - Catholic legacies. 183,429 143,300 302,882 220,300 

11, re Protestant legacies 80,300 25,000 84,400 25,000 

12, ; Greek legacies... 57,640 21,000 57,800 26,000 

13. Education. High Schools— 

ByUniveriGes 4.0 sm  « «| 2,086,500 1,065,420 1,894,900 1,093,100 

b Theological .., a An e 62,200 ae 60,900 Re 

e. Technical im ole ioe A 696,400 282,800 693,000 261,300 

a. Fine Arts... ae he 111,000 265,000 111,200 250,000 

“J Subvention for teachers... see <n 44,000 10,000 34,000 
» Scholars... xe 4,000 ave ae 4,000 

1 ‘Middle Schools— 

"a. Gymnasia ae oes ove 2,451,700 131,660 2,262,500 161,980 
b. Technical middle schools ose rer 1,060,200 316,400 914,300 518,000 
ec. Examiners... as 20,000 a 58,000 Re 
d. Contributions to professors. on 6,400 = ots no 
e. Supventions for candidates .. cee 60,000 an te . 

- Nautical schools as vee tn 14,800 ex 13,300 ave 

15. Students’ libraries eas vee ate 22,900 ual 22,000 117,000 

16. Special schools .. os ns ae 334,300 46,200 272,600 301,800 

17. People’s schools... te a 1,467,112 292,350 1,465,612 37,000 

18. Contributions and legacies one “Ee 205,225 100,800 179, 100 23,970 

19. Funds forstudents ... 4. ws 72,000 18,000 68,030 15,000 

TX. Ministry of Finance— 

1. Central administration... ... 909,000 13,000 928,000 75,000 

2. Provincial alministration .., via 2,767,000 75,000 2,750,000 ove 

8. Administration of taxes oe ae 809,000 as 809,000 1,000 

4. Treasuries “153, =» ie ac 393,000 aes 396,000 19,000 

5. Finance guards .., sus ave ees 4,298,000 9,000 4,298,000 ae 

6. Collecting officers Des tee aes 3,890,000 42,000 38,899,000 50,000 

7. Fiscal assessors ... nes ey pe 351,000 ne 351,000 nae 

8. Customs administration ee se 1,370,000 223,500 1,420,000 164,000 

9, Land income tax regulation ... —..{. 2,700,000 os 2,550,000 ns 

General cash administration... AF 41,000 46,000 41,000 20,600 

Collection cost direct taxes a ee 61,500 129,000. 61,500 125,000 


Customs .,, ove oo oo oe 7, 630, 000 a0 7,960,000 oe 
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a dues ... ie 
Salt nae : 
Tobacco 
Stamps 29 
Fees and duties uss eae 
Lotteries ... aaa she ase 
Tolls ... a ase 
Assays 
Buildings and ‘railways «. 
Exchequer ... ase ited 
Government factories 
Outstandings see vee 
Coinage oY “ 

X. Ministry of Commerce— 

Central administration 

Metrical weights ... ere 
Naval sanitary service . ase 
Regulation of Narenta Valley eve 
Post-office ... 6 ane 
Telegraphs .., 

XI. Ministry of ‘Agriculture— 
Central administration ... ee 
Land and forest schools... oes 

‘| improyements ... 
Culture a bee tae 

Inspectors .., 

Mining office 
= schools 


National studs ie 2 bs 
Stallion depéts nea ore ase 
Horse breeding ee sae vee 


State forests and lands aan ees 
State mining establishments ese en 
XII. Ministry of Justice— 
Central administration 
High Court of Justice Pes re 
Administration of justice .. ave eee 
Penal establishments nt aa 
XIII. Accountant-General’s Office... 
XIV. Pensions— 
Austrian pensions ... ace aye 
Quota for joint pensions ... nae 
XV. Grants and Endowments— 
a, Provincial funds ,.. ae 
b. Industrial enterprizes ... a 
c. Land disincumberment... see 
XVI. National Debt— 
Florins. 
a. Interests ... 45n eee 111,995,320 
Less Hungarian quota... 30,176,478) 


Loss in the premium on silver ~ 
b. Sinking fund... wae sas one 
Loss on exchange eee eee oe 
4 Regulation of Danube . 
d. Subvention to the Southern Railway | 
XVII. Administration of the Debt— 
Expenditure of the joint debt 
a of Austrian debt 
of funded bebt 
XVIII. Contribution for joint purposes of 
the empire— 
Surplus of the customs ... 
Income tax of the Lloyd ,., 
Joint quota of Austria ... 


eee 


Total ordinary #e aes 
» extraordinary wee 


Gross totals ... wee 


1876. 1875. 
3 Extra- . Extra- 
Ordinary. ordinary. Ordinary ordinary. 
Florins. Florins. Florins. Florins. 
4,434,950 150,000 4,634,200 96,000 
3,269,000 191,900 3,338,000 272700 
23,019,200 365,000 22,950,200 1 {888,500 
296,700 es 300,000 iss 
429,600 430,000 a8 
10,783,900 10,783,900 ee 
271,000 ae 2,625,000 | , 3,000 
69,000 10,000 70,200 500 
123,200 296,000 128,300 409,000 
11,000 Se 12,200 ve 
1,119,000 a 1,092,000 ise 
433 5,000 con 6,300 
196,100 “re 191,400 1,200 
675,000 483,000 724,000 470,000 
300,000 70,000 exe 50,000 
700,000 1,153,000 744,000 1,818,434 
300,000 a es = 
15,120,000 55,000 15,120,000 161,000 
3,800,000 233,000 3,900,000 321,000 
298,150 42,000 350,000 ie 
141,400 51,000 142,500 55,000 
33,400 2,400 61,400 9,300 
aia 560,520 ceed 530 ;000 
190,000 ae 158,000 ay 
183,000 8,000 196,000 3,500 
72,000 16, 000 72,000 6,500 
370,000 24,000 335,000 70,000 
1,149,009 ne 1,037,000 i 
127,500 se 37,000 30,000 
3,268,000 283,000 1,222,000 242,000 
4,446,500 271,600 4,436,000 390,000 
197,000 4,000 192,500 3,600 
437,900 19,500 427,600 19,500 
16,860,000 1,236,535 16,600,000 | .. 880,470 
2,175,000 478,100 2,180,890 © 213,280 
157,500 1,000 157,000 eae 
12,533,000 : 11,875,900 wie 
570,000 600,000 «se 
10,000 ee 10,000 2 
397,000 | 22,285,000 390,000 17,303,900 
175,000 3,066,233 a 3,804,000 
81,818,842 nS 79,009,674 - 
XE 1,310,239 ‘. 1,611,817 
17,992,767 a 9,531,108 ea 
= 12,230 ae 14,085 
482,400 a 480,000 “Toad 
762,042 30,482 762,000 38,100 
335,000 aay 300,000 ace 
6,000 5 ‘ve 
418,300 427,100 16,000 
10,105,000 12,673,800 ae 
170,500 194,393 ase 
71,237,897 63,398,953 ay 
361,234,943 255 843, 132,307 exe 
2 41,935,626 Agi 38,238,599 
403,170,570 AS 381,370,906 es 


a sees ie . gel 
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1876. 1875. 


1, Ih, TV. wat en ifr 
V. Official Gazette ... i. hee 
VI. Ministry of Interior— 

Law publications ... 

Provincial administration — 

Public ahi te 


Roads.. ae we 
Rivers 

VII. Ministry of National Defence— 
Police... tae 


VIII. Ministry of E Education— 
Museum of Industrial Art 


Statistics ... At we 
Geological Society | aes & 
Religious funds ne A A 
Catholic legacies... ae Be ta 
High schools ze a re tis 
Middle ,, Pe a , 
Special ,, a 
People’s ,, 


Funds for students... > 

1X, Ministry of Finance— 
Central administration 
Provincial ... “a 
Administration of taxes |... 
Provincial treasuries 
Finance guards we is 
Collecting oftices 
Fiscal assessors A ha 
Customs administration ... oe 
General cash administration ... 
Collected taxes— 


Ground tax one 

House ,, 

Tax for carrying ¢ ‘on trade or Brofes- 
sion ie ae ia 

Income tax nen aes 


Execution fees 
Interest on overdue payments ” 
Customs ... ay ove ‘a 
Tax on spirits... ram ts 
» wine aa ae nex 
» beer one pa ene 
» meat an ao 5 
sugar... ne ren 
Detroi and sundries .., aa 
Leases of octroi ... fae on 
Other incomes .. 
Consumption dues from Dalmatia 
Revenue ose Ane 
Salt... an of on er 
Tobacco ae ese ase eae 
Stamps... nae aA oak 
Fees and dues ... ee : 
Lotteries ... cu nie 


Tolls me en th coe 
Assays... i ae be 
State buildings and railways ... 
Fiseal aa 


: 


State printing establishment .. 
Arrears... ace aa oe 
Mint me 
&. Ministry of Gommerce— 
Weights and measures 
Naval sanitary service 


Post-offices ... tae cs a i 


Telegraphs ... wae 
XI. Ministry of Agriculture— 
Land and forest institutions ... 


a improvements ... ci 


Land cultus ase ave see 
Inspectors... on ree act 


Mining offices aes ase mae as 


» Schools we oe on 


yy, . AUES... ase aa . 
State stud establishments... a 


Breeding . ae 
Stallion ndenats ose oe os eas 


Lands and forests ... os one 


Mining works RE GIS fags. ios 


Ordinary. 


Florins. 
431,200 


63,600 
155,200 
833,300 
32,700 
24,000 


34,123 


15,000 
2,000 
2,200 

3,180,912 

10,244 
191,450 
588,250 

16,670 

25,900 

1,288,937 


3,000 
35,900 
1,800 
21500 
73,000 
5,000 
20,000 
1,442,700 
73,000 


36,700,000 
22,600,000 


8,500,000 
19,500,000 


19,163,000 
58,500,000 
16,800,000 
32,624,000 
17,293,700 
2,692,000 
206,500 
189,036 
110,000 
1,207,000 


215,200 
350,000 
415,000 


15,200,000 
2,600,000 


14,500 
6,200 
1,500 
1,690 
2,600 
1,770 
300,000 
148,600 
1,300 
198,100 
4,561,400 

5,693,200 


Extra- 
ordinary. 


Florins. 


ory 


403,800 


185,000 
300,000 
436,000 


Ordinary. 


£30,000 


62,000 
167,000 
40,000 
41,060 
23,000 


39,288 


10,000 
2,000 
2,790 

3,431,000 

11,086 
190,500 
530,500 

16,700 

27,300 
544,460 


4,000 
35,900 
1,800 
2,400 
96,800 
4,500 
20,000 
1,446,000 
270,500 


36,500,000 
21,500,000 


8,330,000 
21,000,000 


20,633,800 
8,100,000 
4,000,000 

24,980,000 
4,300,000 

11,000,000 
1,900,000 
3,400,000 

,000 
100,000 
2,100,000 

19,180,000 

57,446,200 

15,225,000 

34,000,000 

17,293,700 
2,680,000 

208,000 
188,352 
220,000 
1,178,500 


203,000 
200,000 
420,000 


16,500,000 
3,160,000 


10,860 
"3,070 


2,600 
1,770 
294,500 
149,700 
189,500 
4,424,700 
5,939,800 


Florins. 


Extra- 
ordinary. 


Florins, 


ene 


"),100 


1,506,000 


192,400 


163,000 
277,000 
692,800 
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1876. 1876. 
nr Extra- : Extra- 
Ordinary. ordinary. Ordinary. ordinary. 
Florins, Florins. Florins, Florins. 
X''. Ministry of Justice— 
s,ovineial administration... ae oa 600 ane 600 ase 
Penal establishments vice aan ws 386,800 Sa 370,000 oe 
XIIT. Pensions wai ae ie se 42,000 ate 36,000 ene 
XIV. Subventions a 5 26,325 oes 4 san 
XV. National Debt— 
Proceeds of re-issued stocks ... ‘im ons 17,767,431 ane | 9,352,336 
Caution money and deposits .,. wee i 100,000 sie } 60,000 
XVI. Administration of the Debt... vad 113,600 tas 307,000 eas 
XVII. Income from the sale of sues 342.000 f 900,000 
property as sos a “oie - a 3,132,309 
Total ordinary... an ae «| 851,601,322 “£0 355,746,336 is 
» extraordinary ... Ree os 21,103,020 as 17,348,563 
Gross total... one a | 872,702,342 ive 373,089,899 on 
Florins. 
The estimated total expenditure amounts there- 
fore to .. en ae 40 55 .» 408,170,570 
The State income ale is ne + 872,702,882 
Leaving a deficit of | AD as »» 80,468,228 


There is also to be taken into account an amount of 17,767,431 4., 
to be received by payment of debts, by emission of rentes, .e. by 
means of credit, as well asa sum of 442,000 fl. which is put down as 
extraordinary income. The real deficit therefore amounts to— 


Florizs. 
30.468 ,228 
17,767,431 

442,000 


Total “i% “a 48,677,659 


To this sum, moreover, should still be added all those special credits 
which are required in consequence of the construction of railways by 
State funds whose portions are fixed by special laws. 

On examining the chief portions of the budget, it is found that the 
ordinary expenses, viz., 361,234,984 fl, and the ordinary receipts, 
351,601,322 fl., no longer balance each other, but show a deficiency of 
9,633,621 fl., whilst the extraordinary expenses repeat themselves 
regularly, both as to their nature and amount. 

Even the amortization of the debt is, on account of obligations 
entered into, a repeating process, and must be really numbered amongst 
the ordinary expenses, especially as it is covered by emission of rentes 
up to the necessary amount. 

The subventions for railways also, based as they are on laws and 
eontracts, are actions self-repeating, having, however, this peculiarity, 
that tley form interest-bearing securities, and will, therefore, at least 
at a future period, become realizable assets of the State Treasury. 

A much clearer view of the budget is therefore obtained if we con- 
sider it as a net budget, and compare it with the definitive aecounts of 
- former years. Looking, therefore, at the results, for instance, of the 
year 1872, the year prior to the great monetary crisis, we shall find the 
following items— 
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ORDINARY EXPENSES. 


1872. 1876. 
Florins. Florins. 

Crown.. a ee te 4,729,095 4,724,745 
Common ae - We 76,818,755 81,513,397 
Civil administration .. Be 83,711,229 96,645,934 
States debt .. Fe ..| 80,069,290 83,129,081 
» ‘amortization .. ae 7,619,904 18,004,997 
Potal .. «e| 252,948,273 283,919,154 


Sinee 1872, therefore, the ordinary expenses have grown by 
30,970,881 fl.,and even if 10,385,090 fl. are deducted as a forward re- 
payment, as this item does not reach its maximum till after the paying 
off of the 1839 lottery loan, there remains still, the net budget of the 
ordinary expenses advanced during the last four years by fully 
20,000,000 fl., of which the Civil Service takes 13,000,000 fl., common 
affairs 5,000,000 fi., and the States Debt interest about 2,000,000 fl. 
The circumstance that the Civil Department and Debt accounts for the 
greater portion of the rise, justifies the fear that it will remain a con- 
stant one, and that the net expenditure will also in the future reach 
the amount of 250,000,000 fi. 

Nothing could be advanced against this state of things if only the 
ordinary receipts were able to bear such charges, but unfortunately 
the net income shows the following figures :— 


Orprnary Incomn. 


1872. 1876. 
Florins. Florins. 
Direct... ate AG HA 90,074,556 87,785,000 
Indirect 0 ua es| 185,992,578 174,326,950 
Regulation .. .. se 5,961,359 574,257 
Total avs «+ | 282,028,498 262,686,207 


The ordinary receipts amount to 19,332,286 fl. less than in the 
1872, and are not able to cover the estimated ordinary expenses 
of 283,919,154 fl. Even the higher receipts of about 20,000,000 fi. 
in 1872 were not able to meet the ordinary State home expenditure, 
and we must bear in mind that this year was the only one under 
the late financial administration which was able to balance with its 
ordinary receipts the total expenditure without the assistance of the 
extraordinary. 
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Viewing then the estimates for 1872 thus :— 


Florins. 
Direct taxes. . oe vs “4 «. 84,158,000 
Indirect taxes Mie 8 oe ee 151,146,796 
Regulation .. vs oe an re 3,378,000 
Together... We +. 288,682,796 
and the actual figures were :— 
Florins. 
Direct taxes. . se +e ee ar 90,074,556 
Indirect taxes a ae a «+ 185,992,578 
Regulation .. a T ee an 5,961,359 
Together .. vs .. 282,028,493 


the final resvlt surpassed fully the estimated one by 43,345,697 f1., we 
cannot take this result as a normal rise, but simply as the expression 
of a totally abnormal over-speculation and extravagant consumption, as 
exhibited also in other State receipts. 

If, therefore, the receipts for 1872 are not to be reckoned as ordi- 
nary ones, and even such, extraordinary as they were, would not have 
been sufficient to pay the ordinary expenditure of 1876, it is quite 
natural that the future of Austria creates anxiety amongst all financial 
men. 

Regarding now the extraordimary expenses, we find in— 


1872. @ 1876. 
Florins. Florins. 
Subventions .. we ne 14,662,032 26,746,588 
Contributions, . ne ot 172,274 1,274,924 
Tota aes a 14,834,306 28,021,512 


thus showing 13,000,000 fl. additional in the latter year, of which 
12,000,000 fl. stand for subventions and guarantees to the railways. 
This extravrdinary expenditure will also for a considerable period be a 
recurring one; to what height it will reach is also uncertain, as even if 
on the one side business affairs improve, and the railways exhibit 
therefrom considerably increased receipts, thus rendering State 
assistance necessary only in a smaller degree, on the other hand, it 
cannot at present be predicted what new sacrifices the Government 
may be compelled to make in the future for the depressed railway lines. 
Anyhow, it is certain that we shall see these subventions as ordinarily 
recurring items of expenditure for several succeeding years, 

Towards the budget expenditure therefore 311,940,666 fl., we have 
only 263,163,007 fl. of receipts, and thus a deficit of 48,777,659 fi. 

Even if for future years we reckon the common expenses at 
5,000,000 fl., the interest on the State debt at 10,000.000 fl., the sub- 
ventions at 14,000,000 fl., and thereby return to the standing point of 
1872, for these reduced expenses of about 283,000,000 fl, the ordinary 
receipts of only 263,000,000 fl. leaves a deficiency of 20,000,000f. 

Of extraordinary incomes, we possess only very trifling amounts, 
having already alienated the State property, the rentes, and our effects ; 
there remains, therefore, the sole resource under this head, in the re- 
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emission of the rentes, in lieu of the cancelled bonds, of course, in such 
measure that the interest of the re-issued rentes are not higher than 
the, interest of the obligations paid off, as otherwise, to pay debts by 
getting still further into debt, as is the case in the budget of 1876, leads 
naturally to the road to ruin. 

Looking fairly at this sombre position, there remains nothing else 
for the Government than to strive with all its energy to cause the 
corfidence of its population to revive, so that producers should get new 
life put into them, that credit should be strengthened, and that the 
activity of the producers should be stimulated, and with this the tax- 
paying power of the population may again flourish. 


Tur Austrian Harvest, 1874. 


In the second half of every year there is now published officially 
by the Imperial and Royal Ministry of Agriculture the result of the 
harvest of the preceding year, of which I take briefly the principal 
items, but for the sake of comparison, the supplementary reports should 
be added to them. 


According to the detailed reports, the following are the figures for 
874 :— 


: Lower Upper : 
Article. Austria. Austria. Salzburg: 
| aan penal 2,312,796 | 1,886,663 256,958 
ye oe oe : «| 4,759,895 2,389,490 330,936 
Barley .. “F 2,033,655 | 1,859,728 53,358 
Oats a. 5,211,460 | 2,600,371 355,157 
Indian corn ar : 2,278,140 ae aa 
Millet .. * ‘ Ae =f nie 
Husk fruit 28 ah 119,281 2,429 6,647 
Summer fruit .. fe a 414,321 on 
Buckwheat is ‘ 73,520 3,013 ee 
Rape seed po rt 24,719 32,228 ck 
Flax seed .. ae ; 2,050 . 
Flax oi ° 138,736 3,421 
Hemp... #6 . 2,991 505 
Potatoes s A 6,783,607 129,696 
Beet root.. .. 6,996,701 30,374 
Kraut an Pi ; 329,493 22,000 
Clover seed os ot 2,866 y 126 
_ Clover f as : 2,995,976 3,282,202 117,774 
‘Fodder .. “ei a 802,592 202,075 Her 
a ES Se 14,525,007 | 9,950,141 | 3,291,106 
Hops as we : 26 Ae x 
‘Wine e ve ° 1,485,728 Ae me 
Fruit és ae He 33,000 ar 
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Article. Styria. Carinthia. Croatia. 
Wheat .. « ..| Pecks ..| 1,433,326 421,937 384,209 
Rye Si Mee ee ee) 4 914,155 373,895 
Barley: ess Me ens eeeoae 274,995 372,896 
Oats Ae as 5 a sof Bar 7015 1,142,868 558,617 
Indian corn i ie 5 ««| 2,169,902 835,617 |- 477,833) 
i> ie Mime sagt), 04 fenihh) PUSS 100,568 321,355 
Husk fruit J St TCR OR IE 55,098 22,162 
Summer fruit .. = a Se se 21,561 Ay 
Buckwheat Mawar co) a) eveere 417,923 341,490 
Rape ee oe of as 36 14,400 i ye 
Flax seed... rit = - =i ae 6,306 15,623 
Flax ve te «| Cwts. .. 44,142 7,597 9,765 
Hemp)... as yee 11,581 5,208 8,516 
Potatoes .. as Pecks ../ 1,760,291 645,087 2,298,007 
Beet root .. we Cwts. ..| 6,083,255 1,451,393 1,356,483 
Rein. sas hy ge sat _ ROG aeE 215,835 372,140 
Clover seed ; Pecks .. 12,071 1,357 672 
Clover .. MG ..| Cwts. ..1| 2,509,426 1,180,446 1,103,690 
Fodder .. 50 is fs ste 227,790 60,692 92,170 
Hay 2 Ales w+] og ee | 28,549,154 | 6,011,470 |, 4,085,086 
Hops . F ot 43 os 4,142 141 os 
Wine Se is ..| Himers .. 501,255 731 322,840 
Fruit oe ve .. | Cwts. .. 336,820 16,203 53,100 
Vt 
: North South ; 
Article. Tyrok Tyrol. Voralberg. 
Wheat .. SA oa| Pecks |... 211,122 190,355 42,207 
Rye ws ne a5 - SA 443,425 867,864 . 9,860 
Biley ak eee al kh ea noes 65,791 15,814 
Oats or ar de x 30 179,099 43,416 | 32,967 
Indian corn ke oe: i a 249,928 524,284 795216 
Dies 3k ee a eee x 248 | & 
Husk fruit SIE AY a Se 53,548 20,365 3,028 
Buckwheat, AM : ae ae 28,275 202,757 7 ae 
Flax seed.. ar ; Ds ah 16,224 ve fics 
Flax ae HA on CREST cate 12,175 1,708 841 
Hemp .. he iva 4 0 Ne 106 2,155 
Potatoes .. te ..| Pecks’ .. 732,469 541,888 221,931 
Beet root .. 55 oa] Certs. «je 408,588 229,007 79,491 
Kraut ne oe we - be 52,172 8,016 14,074 
Clover seed oF ped]? HROCKSE v9.0 630 65 ee 
Clover .. te «| Crs: 137,390 41,959 11,454 
Fodder .. AG Spillane as he 21,250 875 
Grass. ce wel gp we | 11,098,209 | 4,619,479 | 212a4R5 
3 Wine Bs oe ..| Himers .. 11,442 974,373 14,106 
Fruit ee = evel UWE to4e 43,748 144,458 177,457 


Articles. 

Waiteat? at 
Rye als ee 
Oats sha 

Barley .. +e 
Indian corn wv 
Millet .. ae 
Husk fruit ae 
Summer fruit .. 
Buckwheat are 
Rape e ve 
Flax seed... a 
Flax we oe 
Hemp .. va 
Potatoes .. a 
Beet root .. are 
Kraut Ar. bh 
Clover seed te 
Clover .. . 
Fodder .. re 
Grass An 
Hops ae OF 
Wine Ne Ai. 
Fruit a - 


Wheat .. 
Rye = 
Barley .. 
Oats a 
Indian corn 
Millet ae 
Husk fruit 
Buckwheat 
Rape Fie 
Flax 
Hemp 
Tobacco .. 
Potatoes .. 
Beet root .. 
Kraut ors 
Clover seed. 
Clover 
Fodder 
Grass 
Hops 


ee 


Articles. 


ee ee ee, ee 


a May teres dee, re, 


See Vel ee. w 
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Bohemia. 
5,776,426 
14,612,770 
9,938,856 
6,321,980 


630,410 


306,530 
86,549 
142,700 


34,753,650 
26,045,710 
1,300,580 
29,911 
8,126,300 
1,151,180 
19,542,230 
28,136 
12,092 
1,428,640 


Western 
Galicia. 
1,916,914 
4,623,274 
2,759,908 
4,521,422 


58,232 
480,648 
259,070 
708,210 
154,315 

52,510 


17,981,200 


Moravia. 
2,244,018 
5,889,507 
6,346,660 
3,976,547 
222,234 
241,925 
396,396 


35,148 
18,697 
17,605,169 
13,760,953 
511,795 
7,519 
2,032,830 
727,361 
5,175,840 
1,149 
449,891 
530,029 


Eastern 
Galicia. 
5,792,385 
8,249,265 
7,820,345 
9,579,155 
1,207,450 
483,650 
1,010,625 
1,488,040 
178,875 
159,960 
241,665 
55,785 
86,978,205 
1,566,655 


_ 40,770 
1,340,440 
1,404,210 

15,959,540 
2,895 
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Silesia. 
269,375 
1,067,563 
1,715,494 
635,942 


11,656 
5,434 
28,958 
459 
12,989 


5,638,978 
1,006,537 
165,794 
887 
1,217,231 
143,013 
1,028,749 


oe 


268,489 


1 


Bukovina. 


358,833 
635,148 
893,580 
819,804 
2,017,927 
14,237 
3,676 
61,711 
7,155 
3,571 
17,668 
3,311 
3,234,100 


‘1,080 
860 
252,079 


2,259,082 
570 
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Articles. ae Trieste. Istria. Dalmatia. 
Wheat ..| Pecks ..| 181,477 1,673 | 186,262 314,041 
Rye Ae ds + any 80,010 2,178 43,583 - 102,519 
Barley 5 at * 2% 41,987 2,200 169,634 950,697 
Oats es ae = 89,750 198 77,393 78,502 
Indian corn a a on 423,411 4,585 298,223 1,141,024 
Millet AO AS 59 bie 1,101 Ee an 255,754 
Sago Pee. ; |=) 211,509 ES 22,176 137,391 
Finak trait! Moat cu. | ..0| .. 25,083 107 20,886 107,659 
Eating fruit oe ay ah 25,310 ifs me An 
Chaff - 4s 3 6,810 276 88,692 800,216 
Buckwheat. . AE = 68,942 2,004 5,127 a 
Flax ..| Cwts. 1,235 a5 128 388 
Hemp ie a BS 879 oe on] 50 
Potatoes .. ..| Pecks 177,987 1,626 836,387 | 827,165 
Beet root .. Cwts. 177,589 2,826 21,029 190,974 
Kraut ie ti 3 sft 80,985 a 80,546 8,280 
Clover .. NY, | ies orn Meee | 734 10,697 3,895 
Fodder .. ey Garona tisk oe 1,581 7,744 Ks 
Hay $e as as 1,207,895 25,972 618,948 262,830 
Wine aa ..| Eimers 182,330 34,300 308,731 1,281,418 
Oil.. ei 2.4 Cwts.: % 59 403 25,868 453,663 
Fruit an 3 wie@ll hc RS 80 5,400 ‘e 18,993 


The total production amounted in 1874 to— 


im) 

Articles. Quantity. 
Wheat dp Pecks . 23,680,987 
Chaff ms * 3 : 895,995 
Rye a : me on 46,843,372 
Barley Fe .; 88,395,856 
Oats id he - 45,657,608 
Indian corn x es 9,419,869 
Millet .. Ye ere 
Sago a , F a 171,086 ~ 
Husk fruit - : *: oe 8,211,002 
Eating fruit ; : _ 26,660 
Summer fruit 2 a a 5 500,794 
Buckwheat ‘ ; 4 4,455,759 
Rice ‘e . ; eo 34,575 
Rape ‘ = 7 Ee 
Poppy 2S Wee 17,916 
Flax seed .. 5 . 5) On 4 
Flax oe - az| Cwter <a: 615,741 
Hemp .. : ca om A 866,666 
Tobacco .. 7 ‘ 45 = 89,394 
Potatoes .. : vs Peeks ts 153,006,324 
Beet root .. : we | Cwts.- .. 62,750,766 
Pumpkins - f oi a0 2,183,754 
Clover seed ods ..| Pecks .. 103,778 
Clover : Pal CWasiuenere 27,867,379 
Fodder 2 ' 5 A 5,925,703 
Grass ae ‘ . ry 40 133,401,096 
Hops ae 4 oe * ie 43,539 
Wine z ..| Himers . 5,580,229 
Olive oil .. ..| Cwts. 480,185 ~ 
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Mintne in Austria, 1874. 


Together with the harvest statistics, the Ministry of Agriculture 
has published the report of the mining industry for 1874, from which 
we derive the following information :— 

The general results and conditions of mining properties in Austria 
were more unfayourable than in the previous year, as they were in 
neighbouring States, and the cause of this disagreeable result was the 
continual retrogression since the second half of the year 1873 in indus- 
try, commerce, and traffic. 

If the value of the produce is taken as a standard of the results 
of the mining, the deficit as compared with 1873 amounts only to 
1,453,658 fl., or 3 per cent. It is less unfavourable, therefore, than the 
foundry works, whose produce has a reduced value of 9,301,361 fl. 
or 24:4 per cent., and is even lower than that of 1872, whilst it sur- 
passes 1871 only by 3,159,740 fl. or 12°3 per cent. This result was 
caused mainly by slackness of sales, reduced production in raw and 
cast iron, and partially also the retrogression in that of coal, which 
latter, however, was in some sort caused by the shortness of the 
country demand, the stoppage of many sugar mills, and other indus- 
trial establishments consuming coal. As to quantity the decrease 
amounts to— 


Kilos. Per cent. 

In raw iron at we Ag 38,900,000, or 10°49 

Tron ore a an «» 134,100,000, 12°88 

Mineral coal .. 16 oe 16,100,000, 0°36 

In value this represents— 

Kilos. Per cent. 

Raw iron ,. ni a a 10,200,000, or 82°30 

Iron ore .. a 3 A 800,000, 17°62 

Mineral coal ra & are 2,700,000, 9:26 


This reduction in the iron industry of the total values of the 
produce, which we trust will soon pass away, may be accounted the less 
as a general retrogression in suv far as many branches of production 
have suffered little or in no great proportion to that calamity. A con- 
siderable rise as to both quantity and value has taken place in peat 
coal and quicksilver ore, also in silver lead, zine, antimony ore, and 
metal; and this increase amounts, for instance, in the case of peat, to 
6,250,000 kilos., or 10°82 per cent., in quicksilver to 8,400,000 kilos., 
or 34°22 per cent., and has shown a higher value in the former of 
nearly 1,000,000 fi., or 5°74 per cent. in spite of reduced prices; in 
the latter of nearly 3,000,000 f1., or 49°79 per cent. 

Against the decrease in the number of the working trial pits of 
10°9 per cent., of the mountain and forge workmen of 4°1 per cent., and 
the mining dues of 7°5 per cent., are opposed an increase of ground 
rented of 4 per cent., a decrease of accidents of 19 per cent., and a by 
no means inconsiderable increase in power and machinery as favourable 
features. ; 

Examining the details, we find the trial shafts in 1874 were 
63,389, as against 1873, 71,160, a total of 7,771 shafts less, which must 
be partially ascribed to the smaller spirit of enterprize. The areas 
which were rented as mining setts, in consequence of being proved as 
mineral beds, amounted in 1874 to— 


[641] 4 vu 
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Minine Szrts. 
1874. 1873. 
Square Metres. | Square Metres. 
Property of State .. a 35,226,979 34,685,556 


Private tel 1,487,394,490- | 1,426,991,585 


an increase of 541,423 square metres in the former case, and of 
60,403,305 square metres in the latter. 


Day Workers’ SErts. 


1874. 1873. 
Square Metres. | Square Metres. 
Property of State .. .. 858,443 858,448 
Private an ve ora 35,638,532 36,584,085 


the private being less by 945,503 square metres. 

The total area of the rented mining setts amounted to 1,559,118,844 
square metres, 2.¢., to 59,999,225 more than in 1873. The number of 
the owners advanced from 1,659 to 1,680, 7.¢., an increase of 21. 

With respect to the number of minivg undertakings there 
existed— " 


! » 
Proprietors. Workmen. 
Mineral coal— 
S7Ae- >t sie =f 370 36,980 
1873... sie wa 326 | 38,884 
| Increase 44 Decrease 1,864. 
Peat coal— | “24 
1874... ie ae 863 27,449 
STB: Gs sia od 796 i 27,898 
Tnerease 67 Decrease 449 
Tronstone— 
1874 .. a ae 248 35753 
187s et ats ad 223 11,028 
Increase 20 Decrease 2,275 
Other mines— | 
1874 .. me a 325 14,249 
altsi/aia ae Ae ia 248 13,353 
Increase 77 Decrease 896 


L 


There was therefore a total of 1,801 mines, against 1,593 in the year 
1873, i.e., 208 more, and 87,431 workmen, against 91,128, 2.e., 3,692 
less. 

Of foundries, with the exception of metal refineries, there were in 
1874, for producing raw iron, 125, with 9,055 workmen, as compared 
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with 120 and 9,795 workmen in 1873, and further, 102 other forge 
enterprizes with 1,677 workmen, against 98 with 1,501 workmen in 
1873, making a grand total of nine undertakings more and 564 work- 
men less than in that year. 

With respect to the loss of life and damage to the workmen, the 
year 1874 was a favourable one. There were killed in— 


Workmen. 
Mineral collieries . ve re ae ae id, 
Peat Teles mre ee an ve se 61 
Ironstone ,, OA oe a te we 15 
Other mines.. ae a are ea Ar 19 
Total on aa Ae A van waite 
There were seriously injured in— 
Workmen 
Mineral collieries .. ; a iy 
Peat * sa ac ie fe Bie 45 
Tronstone ,, os ar aif Pir ae 18 
Other mines.. rs Mf se ea ae 24 
Total Ge aa ae we ne 164 


It follows, therefore, that there were killed on all the mining works 
(excepting salt works) in all, 172 men, or 1°95 per cent. per 1,000, one 
workman out of every 506, and 164 workmen, or 1°86 per cent. per 
1,000, or one in 532 was seriously maimed. 

In comparison with the preceding year, the losses of life decreased 
by twenty-three and the seriously injured by forty-nine. The savings 
of the workmen have increased in 1874 by 508,987 fl. or 8:2 per cent., 
which, considering the bad times and the diminished numbers of the 
men, is satisfactory. The capital saved is from work of— 


Florins. 

State .. or we we an ar 746,446 
Private.. ne eee Ae a .. 5,950,195 
Together .. erin AA .» 6,696,641 


Assistance was granted out of this capital to the extent of 
1,230,140 fl. 

In addition to this there was devoted to school purposes a sum of 
12,343 fl. The number of members was 90,260; paying members, 
17,528; members getting provision, 5,922; widows and orphans, 
14,218. 


40 2 
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Regarding the production, we find the following quantities and 
values in kilogrammes and florins :— 


Quicksilvyer— 
LE7Ainky Pr 
DSi Sites ar 


Copper— 
1874 .. oe 
1873 .. ee 


Tron— 
1874. x3, ab 
DSiicaaeces es 


Lead — 
1874 
1873 


Nickel and cobalt— 
1874 


175 en ear 
Zine— 

18(4 Te 45 

LST vere oa 
Tin— 

1874 .. Aa 

1874. +. +e 
Bismuth— 

TRC ls ar 

DS Mod vais Se 


Decrease 


Quantity. 


153,176 
89,106 


Increase 64,070 


6,633,264 
6,423,048 


210,216 


—— 


Increase 


32,942,192 
24,536,897 


Increase 8,405,795 


6,760,604 
7,508,220 


747,616 


907,716,654 
1,040,571,990 


Decrease 132,855,336 


6, 
5 


565,919 
Pith 


4,330 


791,589 


Increase 


156,201 
452,232 


Decreas? 296,C31 


21,146,627 
14,644,561 


Increase 6,502,066 


646,800 
840,090 


193,290 


Increase 


22,441 
7,471 


Increase 14,970 


a 


Florins. 


20,879- 
9,535 


Increase 11,344 


2,094,645 
1,955,841 


Increase 138,804 
816,135 
544,834 


Increase 271,311 


=a 


283,386 
319,541 


Decrease 386,155 


3,701,414 
- 4,492,624 


Decrease 791,210 


908,849 
862,823 


Increase 41,026 


31,368 
30,611 


Increase 767 


—o 


358,637 
240,618 


Increase 118,019 


Decrease 16,050 


_, Increase 8,734 


Antimony 
1874 .. ate 
1873:\.. ie 

Arsenic— 

L845 Fi. oe 
1873 4. fe 
1S 7Aagceaons 
18738 .. a5 


Argenical ore— 


1874 ee oe 
1873 ee oe 
Chrome ore— 
1874 >. a 
L8TBFie i 


‘Sulphur ore— 


1874 .. 4 
UST Sree oe 
Manganese— 
1874 ., oo 
1873 .. ae 


Alum and yitriol— 


1874 .. os 

E878... at 
Asphalte— 

1874 A ats 

1873 oe ee 
Mineral oil— 

1874 ee oe 

L873. a5 es 
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Quantity. 


| + 


Kilos. 


516,262 
86,361 


Increase 429,902 


85,129 
293,631 


Decrease 


207,502 


375,400 
86,921 


288,479 


Increase 


47,325 
123,213 


Decrease 


75,888 


11,783,127 
15,593,750 


Decrease 38,810,623 


4,423,872 
3,161,987 


Increase 1,261,885 


114,034,750 
119,350,242 


Deerease 5,315,492 


294,051 
306,913 


Decrease 12,862 


560,060 ° 
520,128 


39,902 


——————— 


Increase 


1847 


Value. 


Florins. 


88,102 
19,349 


60,753 


Increase 


730 
2,665 


Decrease 


1,935 


33,159 
59,831 
26,672 


Decrease 


2,638 
587 


2,051 


te ee 


Increase 


2,788 
7,260 


Decrease 4,472 


96,146 
163,987 


Decrease 67,839 


51,795 
20,633 
Increase 31,162 


93,244 
59,787 


Increase 33,457 


4,120 
3,958 


Increase 162 


—___- ——_-~—= 


53,125 
48,227 


4,898 


Increase 
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Quantity. Value. 
Kilos. Florins. 
Graphite — 
1874 ., 27,692,174 592,756 
1873 30,503,220 542,944 
Decrease 2,811,046 Tucrease 58,512 
Peat coal — \ 
1874 8,160,130,445 16,180,417 
1873 5,788,525,117 15,308,993 
Increase 2,376,615,328 Increase 876,424 
Mineral coal— 
1874 4,471,234,311 20,837,968 
1873 4,487,395,173 23,014,428 


Decrease 16,160,862 


Decrease 2,176,460 


Thus, the total value of the mining produce for 18/4 amounted \to 

46,279,400 fl., as against 47,733,058 in 1873, i.e., less by 1,453,658 fl. 
The total value of the foundry produce amounted in 1874 to 

28,812,528 fi., and in the previous year to 38,113,889 fl, ze., less by 


9,301,361 fl. 


The salt mining of the year 1874 gives the following figures. 


There were produced— 


Kilos. 
In 1874 oo tae dee 
1873 “re iG ae oe .. 80,457,660 
Tnerease 624,065 

Sarr. ; 
Kilos. 

NOS eee .. 153,227,505 ° 
Ecc amen Pale . 148,857,115 
Increase 5e De us ov» 4,870,390 

Sra Sart. 
4 Kilos. 
1874... “i va we an +. 80,872,832 
TB7S. 2 3s se . _ a .. 41,171,299 
Decrease ae ar aie 10,798,467 
Cooxine Sau. 
Kilos. 
TSE ce Ne ve ee oe oe 18,945,856 
1873 ., oe aD ar) Ag +» 18,207,788 
Increase as oe te os 737,578 
The total production therefore reached in yalue— 
Florins, 

In 1874 a “is ee ee oo 22082769, 
BETS ocak. Seog jae)! ose) oe ern 


——. 


447,073 


Increase 
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At the salt works there were employed 9,230 workmen in 1874, 
against 9,729 in 1873, or 499 less. The accidents occurring therein 
amounted to 12 serious, 1 death, total 13, against 21 seriously wounded 
and 2 killed in 1873. 

The capital of the club savings at the end of 1874 amounted to 
360,893 fl. against, in 1873, 386,057 fi., ¢.¢., 25,124 fl. less. 

The mining taxes for 1874 were naturally just as unfavourable as 
those of all other productive branches of industry. 

The income tax amounted to 1,184,425 fl., being a difference the 
wrong way of 141,086 fl. 

The dues on quantity (royalties) amounted to 125,003 fl., and in 
1873 to 120,777 fl., an increase of 4,230 fl. 

The trial dues were for :— 


Florins. 
VOFS: ae a At} oa rf ea 218,643 
vi af at 2h we a 206,175 
Increase ie ra be if 12,467 
The total incomes amounted to :— 
d Florins. 
1874 .. és ba re - .» ~ 1,528,072 
TB IO4 Sic ne ing ae ie is 1,652,460 
Decrease He a + i 124,388 


The tobacco monopoly for 1875 gives the same adverse results as all 
other branches of consumption, nevertheless the financial result was, 
thanks to the considerable advance in the prices of tobacco and cigars, 
a somewhat higher one than that of the previous year. 

The income from the tobacco manutacture sold inland, amounted in 
1875 to 57,376,304 fi. ; for that sold abroad, 72,077 fl. : total 57,297,835 f1., 
or an increase of 150,546 fl. 7.¢.,26 per cent. As to the tobaeco in 
single pieces we find as to :— 


INLAND CIGARS. 


Pieces. 
BoD S00 OF ae .. 1,131,034,823 
1S74.. bts ite .» 1,092,811,786 
W765. .. . 1,058,149,235 
Against 1874 .. * 34,162,551 or 3°12 per cent. 
Forrien Cigars. 
Pieces. 
STS. 2% as rst ine 6,983,572 
fw SA ae ne a 5,049,912 
aase - it x 4,415,387 
Against 1874 .. Ms 634,525 or 12°56 per cent. 
TOBACCO, 
Kilog 
1873... AG rit ac 2,356,332 
1874 .. ie a we 2,336,976 
1875 .. an ne 0 2,298,193 


a 


Against 1874 ., ea 88,833 or 1°66 per cent, 
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ToBacco IN— 


Kilos. 
1888 a a ts .. 16,216,424 
1874. os s a 17,674,674 
18rb-= =. “e ae os 14,211,121 
Against 1874 .. 5S 38,833 or 19 ‘59 per cent. 
Topacco IN PAcKETs. 
Number. 
Pose fas at tr «. 181,908,920 
ise" * 3 .. USL breay 
1676" 3. A ON a ae 
Against 1874 .. <t 88,734,476 or 48 ‘88 per cent. 
Topacco in Finest LEAVES. 
Kilos. 
T8382. - Be a ane 
1Bye Bae =e =A Zs .«, Agtbe 
1875... te aS wk os ee 


Against 1874 .. = Fic 286 or 16°65 per cent. 


The financial result is as follows :— 


Barrels. Florins. 

For Inland cigars .. .. 28,872,102 — 373,188 

Foreign ,, Re ae 708,588 — ‘78,118 

Chewing tobacco.. % 4,259,979 — 87,491 

Smoking ,, ..  .. 23,535,686 + 685,068 
Gross result es ae .. + 144,266 or 0°25 per cent. 


It is therefore to be seen that in spite of the rise in the cigar prices 
no improvement took place in the financial result. It is equally 
obvious that the use of fine real Havannah cigars, which in 1873 
amounted to 6,983,572, decreased in 1875 to 4,415,387,. showing a 
difference and decrease of 2,568,185, or more than 55 per cent. to the 
disadvantage of these articles. ‘The smoking tobacco of the commonest 
kinds, such as those in packets, rose by fully 48°88 per cent. as com- 
pared with 1874, and nearly 50 per cent. against 1873. 
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Post OFFICE AND TELEGRAPHS. 


The Statistical Department of the Post Office has not yet published 
its postal income, and that of the telegraphs has only made known very 
briefly the chief figures, and these provisionally merely; they are as 


follows :— 


Ist half-year, 1874 .. 
1875 .. 


ced ” 


2nd half-year, 1874.. 
18 


” ” 75 ain 


The whole year, 1874 
1875 


” ” 


Despatches. 


1,704,948 
1,736,567 


Increase 31,624 


1,951,653 
2,024,712 


Increase 73,059 


8,656,596 
3,761,279 


104,683 


Increase 


Florins. 


1,043,652 
1,035,829 


Decrease 


1,245,771 
1,281,210 


Increase 35,439 


2,289,423 
2,316,602 


Decrease 27,179 
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Excuance List of the most important Securities during the Year 


1875. 
Difference. 
and dlst 
January. | December. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
Paper rentes.. re a) = 69 *85 69 °35 ze 50 
Silver-rentes aS me ke 74°90 73°65 nt 1:25 
1860 Lottery loan .. ne eat!) 111 “50 111 °90 “40 as 
1864, ont as ow | 36°25 132 ‘74 # 3°50 
Credit lottery = re 162 :00 167 ‘75 5°75 ar 
Hungarian lottery . 82-25 77°00 ae 5 25 
Daaube Steam Shipping Company 437 00 327 00 s 110-00 
Elizabeth Railway . 188 -50 170. 50 # 18 00 
Northern ,, ae .|1,920:00 | 1,800 00 a 120 ‘00 
Francis Joseph Railway ce 183 00 158 °50 ne 24°50 
Charles Louis rf nt§ 5 240-00 207 50 ie 82 '50 
Lemberg Czernowitz an sini) LAT 00 138 :00 ws 3-00 
Austrian Lloyds .. ne 461°00 360 :00 101 :00 
North Western Railway sefe L497 147 °75 ne 2:00 
Rudolf .. » wef 146:00 | 181-26 _ 14°75 
State = a. --| 299 °00 805 00 6-00 ee 
Southern ofr ve) 127-50 118 *50 Me 14:00 
South North German nn «w| 4150°00 140 00 x 10°00 
Theiss Railway - a8 189 50 198-00 8-50 ae 
Hungarian Galicia .. 8 -.| 120°00 99-50 , 20 *50 
Hungarian North West .. ve [ct 115450 119-75 4°25 53 
Eastern 5e J ‘ 54°25 389 '50 ? 14 +25 
Western .. x ae 130 :00 119°75 ea 10°25 
Vienna Tramway oF 123 °00 83°00 oe -. 40°00 
Anglo-Austrian Bank Me 141-50 95 50 A 46-00 
Austro-Egyptian ve bell, LOK 2b 134°75 sig 22.50 
Austrian Boden Credit .. 107 -00 90 00 a 17°00 
9 Credit Austalt .. vol 227 10 202°10 XG 25:00 
New Austrian Discount Company..| 858:°00 700 °00 ad 158 -00 
Commercial Bank .. ne ee 66°50 49 50 bts 17-00 
National Bank of Austria .. ..| 1,001 00 919-00 ae 82 00 
Austrian Banking Company 183 :00 17200 aye NEEL 300 
Union Bank.. ; ; 108 :25 75°00 3 88°25 
Vienna Bank ‘Union 5 50) 99-00 78-50 “ss 20°50 
German Buildings Company ai 29.00 8-25 ae 20 75 
Vienna Buildings Union .. ae 31°70 14°00 bo 17°70 
if es Company oe 41-50 22°00 aa 19°50 
Prague Iron ay diate te 75°00 51:00 Ae 24-00: 
Loan Certificates of — 
(a.) Austrian Boden Credit .. 96 00 100 ‘00 4:00 ve 
(b.) Bs National Bank .. 94°50 96 °35 1°85 on 
(c.) Hungarian Boden Credit 86 50 85 00 a 1°50 
Frankfort .. 5 ee 54°10 55°30 1:20 tis 
London os 55 BE sails 20°50 112-90 2°40 ‘ 
Paris.. oe an aie hid 44°10 4495 85 ai 
Ducats ae me or 5°25 5°32 07 a 
Napoleons .. es oe 8 89 9°04 90 


Silver Bae tuit tiileaee ad Rates 80a, tos OG ee 90 -00 


Surpprye—Trizste, 1876. 


_ As regards the condition of the shipping interest, in which Trieste 
takes the lead, there appeared a slight improvement as to the tonnage, 
whilst in the number of sailing vessels there is to be noticed a decrease, 
in that of steamers an increase, compared with 1874 and 1878, although 
the standards of 1871-1872 were not attained. 
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According to the different flags the shipping traffic for 1875 is thus 


represented :— 
- ENTERED. 


Sailing Vessels. 


Nationality. 

Nunber, pest 
Austrian-Hungary ms 4,227 185, 354 
British .. Ae mn ne 36 11,568 
Danish .. sn oh xe 4 "BTT 
German .. ue oF Ae 23 4,365 
French... a ae ~e di 1,268 
Greek ms ip ats ie 353 87,183 
ftalian mn . Py Ve ice 97,918 
Dutch... x ‘ at 19 3,420 
American... e vs ma 14 6,208 
Roumanian te os rip 6 672 
Russian .. wl 9 1,973 
Swedish and Norwegian. . ih 17 5,895 
Turkish .. or we we 122 7,586 


Steamers. 
Number.| Tonnage. 
1,191 406,931 

154 151,962 
“te 808 

5 390 

1 152 
178 74,164 
"3 2,234 
3 2,336 


Tn the whole year of both kinds there entered in :— 


Number 

of Ships. 
= HEB ED 0. ae pe a ais 8,152 
1874 .. ane a Ay 3 8,232 
ify 3 eae ue ws AE A 8,046 
Kay ¢ are te an a 8,796 
UME ie fae 8,210 


Tonnage. 


1,002,914 
965,290 
899,037 
993,280 
962,685 


It is, therefore, easily to be perceived that both sailing vessels and 
steamers entered more numerously i in 1871 and 1872, but that never- 
theless the actual tonnage for 1875 was more considerable than in 


former years. 
OvtTwaRD (SAILED.) 


Sailing Vessels. 


Nationality. 
Number. | Tonnage. 
Austria and i A «| 4,249 189,896 
British 75; we Ag 40 12,783 
Danish .. 3 <n ‘ 5 855 
German .. te ss - 25 4,821 
French .. nic do oe 4 1,088 
Greek ‘ es a8 3 346 88,556 
Italian... ve ve cvs) ee aS 100,521 
Dutch A Ac oe 6 19 3,456 
American ,. ae ee oe 12 5,056 
Roumanian 5) ad me 4 458 
Russian .. ve A 9 1,868 
Swedish and Norwegian. : A 13 3,896 
Turkish .. An oe ve 128 7,215 


Steamers. 
Ships Tonnage. 
1,192 436,154 

156 158,968 
aig "308 
6 540 
1 152 
180 73,359 
Be 2,234 
2 1,659 
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In the whole of 1875 there were cleared outwards :-— 


Sailing Vessels. Steamers. 
Number. Tonnage. Number. Tonnage. 
1875... ee 6,660 370,465 1,541 638,874 
1874 .. ee 6,861 375,970 1,426 585,284 
1873... we 6,780 883,686 1,449 525,716 
1872 a oe 6,994 437,445 1,684 540,936 
1871 46 «s 6,500 463,761 1,789 553,834 


Of both kinds together :— 


Number 


of Ships. Tonnage. 

In 1875 ae a “3 ie 8,201 1,009,339 
1874 + Be “A aa 8,287 961,254 
1873 ne - ae = 8,229 909,402 
1872 es oo ais oa 8,678 978,381 
1871 - ae ae 2. 8,289 1,017,595 


Tbese proportions also coincide with ‘the previous statements. 
There cannot, however, be drawn from them any correct conclusions ag 
to the increase or decrease of actual traffic, as long as the statistics do 
not include also the classes of goods, and especially their value, 
although it can be positively asserted that the former liveliness of the 
shipping movements in Trieste has sensibly abated. 


Vienna, September 21, 1876. 
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BORNEO, 


Report by Acting Consul-General Low on the Trade and Commerce 
of Borneo for the Year 1875. 


Tur foreign trade of the port of Brunei for the year 1875 consisted 
of imports— 


£ 
From Singapore .. ae at aa ». 26,100 
Labuan... ne ae ve seh LOH F2 
Total oF AE He +. 86,672 


showing a falling off in value as compared with the imports of 1874 of 


7,468/. 
The exports for 1875 were— 


£ 
Jo Singapore .. a oF hie +. 29,303 
Labuan He ws vs ie +. —-7,864 
Total Ae ale as .. 86,663 


being 7,451/. less than the value of the corresponding exports for 1874. 

The cause of the falling off of the trade of the town was un- 
doubtedly the severity of the cholera epidemic which visited Brunei in 
May, and continued with great mortality until the month of July, during 
which time it is believed to have carried off 2,500 persons from a 
population of perhaps 22,000. 

The import trade from the provinces of the kingdom into the British 
colony of Labuan, as taken from the colonial returns, amounted in 
value to 48,142. in 1875, being 14,8167. in excess of the total for the 
preceding year. 

No account of the nature of the exports in native vessels to the 
coasts of Borneo is kept in Labuan, but from the annual returns they 
are estimated as of similar value to the imports with which they are 
purchased; calculating on this basis, the exports from Labuan to the 
provinces of Borneo in 1875 were 17,874/. in excess of those of the 
preceding year. 

The total value of the foreign trade of that part of the state which 
remains under the government of its native rajas, will be found to be 
represented in the following tables :— 


£ 
Imports from Singapore and Labuan to the 
port of Brunei oe ee be -. 86,672 
Imports into the provinces from Labuan «. 48,142 
Total ae are ive -. 84,814 
Against in 1874 .. a ben, Ch 400 
£ 
Exports from the port of Brunei to Singapore 
and Labuan .. ae An “ +» 86,667 
Exports from the provinces to Labuan.. «» 48,142 
Total BC 0 ae -. 84,809 
Against in 1874 .. oa oo 77,444 
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The principal articles of import into the city of Brunei were— 


Value. 
£ 

Cotton cloths of various kinds .. aie .. 13,448 
Silks and embroidered cloths. .. RF ie 1,649 
Crockery .. 7 vs ~ S.3 i 287 
Biscuits .. is - as ee nA 374 
Candles .. ie ie ve a3 <9 428 
Matches .. - re we 5H ss 136 
Brass ware * * Ahe a a 500 
Sugar = a aie Nis a Ne 397 
Tea and coffee .. agi Pe ie an 197 
Rice ee cs =e Ne see 1. Oe 
Tobacco .. ee aM a an se 656 
Opium, 6 chests .. be a i ns 716 
Gunny bags for sago Be a A i 862 
Provisions a Si he ~ Pe 833 
Copper money .. ne =F ts ols 4,583 
Dollars .. o es oe ve if 1,458 
Salt ly an te me a ie 237 
Salt fish .. is me “2 Fae ris 729 


The exports to Singapore and Labuan consisted chiefly of— 


Value. 
£ 

Sago flour.. 17,835 
Birds’ nests 621 
Bees’ wax .. a 293 
Camphor, 4°35 piculs 3,179 
Hides ” oe 5% Ad it ish 593 
Seed pearls oa os ‘is a r 207 
Treasure .. aa Ac ie he ap 8,486 


In 1873 a trading settlement was established at Sandakan Bay, on 
the east coast of Borneo, very centrally situated for collecting the 
yaluable productions of that neighbourhood. The subsequent hostile 
operations of the Spaniards against the people of the Sooloo Archi- 
pelago have given additional importance to this place, and it is believed 
that a trade of the value of at least 50,0007. each way has been annually 
carried on, but no statistics are procurable. ; 

The returns of the trade of the rajaship of Sarawak, which is in 
the consular district, have not been received to a later date than 1874. 
The total trade of the capital of this flourishing province will be found 
for 1878 and 1874 in the following tables :— 


Imports. 
Year. Foreign. Coasting. Total. 
: : Dollars. | Dollars. Dollars. 
1873... | «892,888 | 720,566 1,612,904 
1s7# 4.) SY 9685587 | 605,154 1,569,741 
Exports. 
Year. Foreign. Coasting. Total. 
Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
eye... -..| 974,914 568,068 1,542,982 
1O7ass.. .. ”.. [e+ 836,608 600,215 1,435,818 
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A very considerable British trade is carried on with the Dutch 
‘settlements on the extensive island of Borneo and with various ports 
on the east coast, but information regarding these seats of commerce is 
not attainable in Labuan. 

The trade of the town of Brunei was conveyed in 1875 by a British 
steam vessel of 317 tons, which made thirteen voyages, her average 
crew being twenty men. 


Labuan, July 26, 1876. 


GEORGIAN & SOCIETY ISLANDS. 


TAHITI. 


Report by Consul Miller on the Trade and Navigation of Tahiti and of 
the Society or Leeward Islands for the Year 1875. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


From the information procurable, in the absence of complete pub- 
lished official returns, it would appear that the gross amount of the 
foreign trade of this country in the past year differed but little from 
that of the preceding year 1874. 

Imports——The invoice value of the imports at Tahiti in 1875 from 
all countries, the South Sea Islands excepted, may be estimated 
approximately at from 120,0002. to 130,000/. Considerable reshipments 
of these imports are made to the surrounding islands (independent 
groups as well as Tahitian dependencies), whence are received here in 
return those island products not included in the above valuation of 
imports, but which, after affording for the consumption of this island 
itself a quantity of live-stock and other provisions and supplies, largely 
contribute to the table of exports to foreign countries. .The descrip- 
tion of foreign merchandize imported continues about the same as 
specified in the writer’s commercial report, dated April 10, 1872. 

Exports.—The following is an approximate statement of the Tahi- 
tian and other island products exported from Tahiti in the year 1875, 
with their value according to the average wholesale prices during the 
year. 


: oe Value at 
Articles Exported. Quantities, Tahiti. 
£ 
Cotton, clean ,. 4 “We (its .. | Lbs. Se 943,772 39,323 
Cotton seed .. Pc =p ee se LONS se oes 885 1,239 
Coprah (dried cocoa-nut kernels) .. x 1,426 WELLD 
Cocoa-nut oil.. nd ae “A 5 oi LOONS ro vars 97 2,910 
Pearl shells .. ee an o oe LOS 8 ete 240 19,200 
Fungus (edible, for China) .. a ell ccs an 154 7,700 
Oranges Ne ve ie sia ..| Number..} 4,105,000 5,336 
Cocoa-nuts .. ni ote ae He ried 92,000 276 
Lime juice .. te a As ..| Gallons .. 42,083 2,104 
Biche-de-mer (tripang) A ve ..| Lbs. oie 19,978 208 
Bancoul nuts.. ee On ve spih LODStcon ae 61 488 
Vanilla a an oe +e ae) ALbSey aes 1,320 1,188 
Pearls, logs of tamanu and other timber, 97,084 
arrowroot, coffee, honey, wax, and other 
products of the islands .. be ae ca a ee 7,916 
value 


Approximate total value of the ex- 
ports of island produce in the year 
LOO. sie oF 56 5 se A lhe 105,000 


= TnnETnnaEnnTEEEEEEEETEEEEEEEEREEEEEEE 


. change has been made in the warehousing or 
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Of the above-mentioned articles exported, a large proportion of the 
cotton, in addition to the oranges, besides a part of the fungus and 
most of the lime-juice, were products of Tahiti itself. The pearl shells, 
like the “coprah”’ and cocoa-nut oil, came chiefly from the Paumotu or 
Low Islands, which, it will be remembered, are Tahitian dependencies. 
Some also of the island products exported were from the French posses- 
sion of the Marquesas, others from the Society or Leeward Islands, the 
Hervey Group, &c. The preparation of the cocoa-nut for exportation 
in the form of “coprah”’ or dried kernels is superseding the manufac- 
ture of cocoa-nut oil at the islands in general. 

Liverpool, Hamburg, Valparaiso, and San Francisco were the prin- 
cipal ports of destination for the exports above referred to. 

Tariffs and Trade Laws.—The duty termed “ Octroi de mer,” levied 
last year at the rate of 12 per cent. on the invoice value of imports, is 
to be charged at the same rate during 1876, spirits continuing liable in 
addition to a specific duty equal to about 2s. 6d. per gallon.. This 
“octroi”’ duty is levied on imports in general, without distinction of 
origin or flag. The few articles exempt from it remain the same as 
enumerated in last year’s trade report from this consulate, and no 
“entrepot”’ system, or in 
the seale of duties chargeable under it, or in the rate of duty on tran- 
shipments, since the writer’s commercial report for 1873. 

Pearl oyster-shells (“nacre’’), the only article liable to duty on 
exportation, continue to be charged, as during last year, with a duty 
styled “droit de chargement”’ of 1/. 12s. per ton, this duty being levied 
on all pearl shells exported from this country, whether the produce of 
Tahitian dependencies or fished elsewhere. This impost forms part of 
a system established with a view to check the taking of undersized 
shells of comparatively small value from the pearl oyster banks, as well 
as for, otherwise regulating the pearl oyster fishery at the Paumotu 
Islands, and for preserving the beds from exhaustion. 

Rates of Exchange upon England.—The preyailing rate has con- 
tinued to be 25 fr. per 1/. sterling. 


SHIPPING AND NavVIGATION. 


British Shipping—tThe subjoined table gives the total amount of 
British shipping that arrived in each of the last five years at Papeete, 
where, as the chief port and capital of Tahiti and its dependencies, 
nearly all the foreign trade and navigation of the country is practically 
either carried on or reported. There are, however, within the terri- 
tories of the French Protectorate certain other ports besides Papeete 
that are open to, although hitherto little frequented by, foreign-going 
ships, namely, Papeuriri at Tahiti, Papetoai at the neighbouring island 
of Eimeo or Moorea, as likewise the port of Anaa—the only one in the 
Paumotu Group open to foreign vessels. 


Invoice value 
of Cargoes. 


Number of 
Vessels. 


£ 
1871 49,865 
1872 52,040 
1873 36,590 
1874 42,092 
30,800 


[641] 3 4x 
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Foreign Shipping—The following statement. shows the respective 
amounts of the different foreign tonnage that made entry at the port of 
Papeete in each of the five years last past in every description of trade. 


Years. 
Nationality of the Shipping ba 
Entered. 

1871. 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. - Tons. Tons. 
Tahitian... aka oe ved 7,706 8,431 10,048 ee 13,709 
French 2 Oe en 1,367 2,671 1,947 2,827 2,441 
American (U.S.) ... rn a 5,321 4,349 3,971 5,727 5,518 
German ... ete seh ved 410 970 710 1,360 1,605 
Norwegian ... oes one sh ies phe © ass me 536 
Danish = oa as be fue tae ate in 220 

Italian 66 nas ée tn 150 asa oe “a 
Peruvian ... aa Pe ne its aie wa 7 355 

Columbian ... wie “25 a5 ss ies 180 avn uae 

Guatemala ... Bea = ae aes ae ee 154 ‘a 
Sandwich Islands ... a at 768 483 879 483 758 
South Sea Islands ... ae ast 989 698 245 . 554 522 
Total ... axe ae ahs 16,711 17,602 17,980 21,765 25,664 


British and Foreign Shipping, and Coasters—The following is a 
summary of the shipping of all countries (British shipping included) 
that came annually to the port of Papeete during the five years from 
1871 to 1875. 


Ships engaged in the 
Foreign Trade (Di- 
rect. and Indirect) 
exclusive of whalers. 


Ships employed in } Total of Trading and 
the Coasting Trade | Whaling Ships of 
of Tahiti and its| all Nations that en- 
Dependencies. tered in each Year. 


Whaling Ships. 


Years. 

Vessels Vessels Vessels 

Entered. Tons. Entered, Entered. Hons 
1871 mas 140 15,365 2 161 20,839 
1872 ne 123 15,470 3 148 21,435 
1873 yay 147 16,344 1 142 22,122 
1874 een 153 18,843 Ah 123 24,574 
1875 ee 168 24,673 1 131 31,013 


The coasters above referred to—all Tahitian, that is to say, all of 
them vessels wearing the french Protectorate flag—were principally 
employed in trading with the Paumotu or Low Islands, the trade 
between Tahiti and which or any other of its dependencies is confined 
to vessels carrying either the Protectorate or the French flag. 

‘Charges on Shipping, Lighthouses, §c.—Under these Heda there has 
been no change made since the commercial report from this consulate 
for the year 1873. 


Society on Lrrwarp Isnanps. 


These islands; though not under the French Protectorate, draw 
their foréign supplies almost exclusively from the market of Tahiti, 
which in return takes from them nearly all their exports, of which the 
principal articles are coprah, cotton, and fungus, the produce of the 
islands. 


Papeete, Tahiti, January 31, 1876. 
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Supplementary Report by Consul Annesley on the Trade and Commerce 
of Hdmburgh for the Year 1875. 


Tue detailed statements recently published respecting the various 
branches of trade for the year 1875 fully confirm the opinion expressed 
in the general report of the Ist of February last. It will be evident 
that business was in a very depressed state, and if there was not such a 
reduction as might have been expected in the quantity of goods that 
passed through this port from and to the interior, the profits earned are 
said to have been so small as to provide little or nothing for the losses 
of the past, or for those that might be anticipated in the future. The 
suffering inflicted on the country through the collapse of the wild 
speculation that prevailed in 1871 and 1872 led to economy and 
general retrenchment in the use of articles of foreign production, while 
the increasing competition of other countries in the markets of the 
world, and the necessity of exercising greater caution than formerly 
in the granting of credit, materially reduced the exports of German 
manufactures and produce. 

There was scarcely any alteration upon the previous year in the 
weight and value of the imports by sea and land, with the exception of 
bullion, which amounted to above 12,000,000/. (against 3,250,000/. in 
1874), nearly the whole of which was received from the United 
Kingdom. 

The following tables, which exhibit those particulars of the move- 
ments of trade of the most interest to the general commercial public, 
have been furnished by the Statistical Bureau :— 


Table A.—Nur Weight of Imports, including Bullion. 


By Land and 
Year. By Sea. River! Total. 
! Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
1871 a oe ee 43,714,437 24,471,884 68,186,321 
1872 ‘e as mr 47,161,864 25,925,239 73,087,108 
1st s.| | .40,875,185 27,774,063 68,649,198 
1874, 8 6 ‘i 40,433,137 31,629,444 72,062,815 
1875 as ol 42,392,968 34,430,555 76,830,523 
Table B.—Vauve of Imports, including Bullion. © 
. | 
; By Land and 
Year,. By Sea. River! Total. 
x £ £ 
1 ee me”. | .. ¥O5,686,800 33,682,690 89,369,490 
EVO a oh re 65,035,690 — 35,580,250 99,615,940 
18738 os a re 57,605,250 38,398,066 96,003,316 
ies i} 40,798,176 36,744,908 86,538,084 


Sipe re. a4 Bs 57,078,182 39,073,239 96,151,421 
: 4x 2 
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The details given in the following table correspond very closely with 
those for 1874, there being only a decrease of 86,0002. in the total value 
of the imports from Transatlantic countries, and of 776,000/. in those 
from European countries, 


E.—Imrorts by Sea in 1875. 


Countries whence Received. Weight. Value. 
‘Cwts. £ 
Transatlantic countries— : 
Argentine Republic of Uruguay .. 178,586 419,807 
Brazil Ms te A 15 851,656 3,179,300 
Chiliand Peru ..  ... ..| 1,065,452 843,138 
China a ie rie 2; 36,812 171,262 
East Coast of Africa - ae 32,922 72,075 
West i, “ie 8 219,863 247,499 
East Indies, . <5 wa He 565,381 345,120 
Mexico i és pie ue 536,561 320,438 
South Sea Islands .. teh #s 368,885 213,006 
United States oe ae HS 2,000,954 4,242,895 
Venezuela .. .e . a 268,205 1,008,629 
West Indies, British ag # 88,792 82,566 
54 Foreign ne re 476,525 825,455 
Other countries .. % A * 402,065 749,777 
Total Transatlantic countries .. 7,092,659 12,670,467 
European countries .. ae Pe 
Belgium .. ve A 0 688,846 819,667 
Denmark .. ee 5h a 18,056 17,060 
Fradie GEOR aa 1,215,686 * 2,329,227 
Germany .. ay £4 bi 569,809 574,048 
Great Britain ae ie oe 28,085,241 24,692,483 
Hotiand'= <2. a ate ie 642,301 1,318,406 
Italy 8 Ok ae ee 459,185 422,669 
Russia, Black Sea. . 2 xe 27,400 10,109 
» North Sea., ap ns 80,863 ‘" + 58,072 
Spain and Portugal oe a 457,287 493,117 
Sweden and Norway 5 + 791,690 672,252 
Turkey, Greece, Kc. aa te 6,553 8,430 
Other countries .. aA at 17,119 22,259 
Vid. Altona, various Ai ees 2,235,750 3,863,282 
Total European countries .. 35,295,786 35,296,081 
» Transatlantic .. we 7,092,659 12,670,467 
Total imports by sea.. .s 42,388,445 47,966,548 


British Trade—Although the general trade of the year presented 
few elements of satisfaction, it is gratifying to find that the imports 
from the United Kingdom maintained themselves very well.- There 
was an increase of above 2 per cent. in the weight, accompanied by a 
decline of only 2 per cent. in the value of these goods, upon those of 
1874, exclusive of coin and.bulJion, in which, as already remarked, there 
was a considerable improvement. . 


HAMBURGH. 1365 


F.—Inmvorts from the United Kingdom in 1875. 


Description. Weight. Value. 
‘ Cwts. £ 
Articles of food— 
Coffee AP aa nf! ay 260,887 1,292,501 
Cocoa a Pv re ‘es 25,413 60,004 
Sugar and molasses a 4) 113,106 111,488 
Spices* .. ne be oe 48,687 153,623 
Tea .. Ste py ues - Sle 16,687 130,233 
Wine, Spirits,and Beer .. . .. 38,460 , 72,851 ‘ 
Other articles “s ov A 452,749 566,016 
Building materials and fuel— 
Cement oe as ar 234,188 28,125 
Coalsand coke ... re se 18,408,468 828,342 
Fire bricks .. bi fe Y 163,180 12,641 
Slates a 658,774 159,839 
Other articles oF = 5s 86,887 11,342 
Raw materials and partly-manu- 
factured goods— 
Cotton o AA ve re 399,850 1,201,313 
Hemp wis as bis ne 6,030 9,852 
Silk, raw and twisted AN we 1,332 99,964 
Shoddy a ae a wa 21,576 103,005 
Wool ae ale oe as 119,992 1,258,751 
Cotton yarn and twist .. oe 281,066 2,927,663 
Woollen a bs = 116,819 1,847,734 
Linen a ay ae 61,252 427,767 
Drugs and chemicals Ge llW..- 503,034 735,363 
Dyewoods and dyeing materials .. 113,459 489,601 
Copper... - a oe 108,249 463,986 
Pig.irow .. in we oid 2,600,518 524,624 
Other metals Se Bs ne * 61,720 171,776 
Wrought iron and steel .. i 220,099 189,599 
Tron and tin plate, wire, &e. on 85,759 125,997 
Rails and coarse ironware.. - 271,421 208,610 
Fine ironware, cutlery, &c. a, 45,758 238,315 
Machinery .. ee vA se 305,725 749,101 
Hides and skins .. hin ts 137,028 873,887 
Other articles of bye ae 807,501 | 1,127,197 
Textile fabrics— 
Cotton as oy AY: we 119,779 1,221,104 
Linen, half-linen, and sail-cloth .. 221,828 673,143 
Silk and half-silk .. de fe 2,847 215,174 
Woollen and hali-woollen.. S 168,912 2,734,598 
Other textile fabrics Ae ai 10,482 256,587 
Other manufactures— 
Sy: iad shoes’ and other \ 21,261 . 215,394 
Leather and leather wares ea 99,688 673,580 
’ Oils, vegetable and mineral ee 339,067 484,517 
Pottery, porcelain, and table glass 176,220 121,865 
Other articles oe ty sie 164,988 945,511 
Coin and bullion .. ¥, 1,466 7,964,322 
Total .. as wa ..| 27,086,707 32,656,805 


SS SL NL I SLE 


It has been impossible to ascertain the proportion of gold and silver 
contained in the coin and bullion imported during the year, but it may 
be safely assumed that it consisted largely of silver. The receipts of 
bullion, mostly silver, from the United States during the last two years 
were unusually large, and amounted to above 7,000,0002., which will be 
of interest to those concerned in the recent depreciation of silver. 
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The annexed table gives a comparison of the imports for the last 
five years :— 


G.—Imports from the United Kingdom, 1871 to 1875. 


Description. 1871. 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 

£ & & £& Sl 

Articles of consumption ... ww| 1,754,871 1,980,910 2,286,435 | 2,858,550 2,386,716 
Building materials and fuel oer 919,609 1,128,200 1,294,965 | 1,102,354 1,040,289 
Raw materials, yarns, &c. ...{ 14,244,159 | 15,719,090 | 18,242,151 | 13,251,264 | 13,625,304 
Textile fabrics sbi mae «| 5,718,488 6,173,050 5,901,598 | 6,032,644 5,100,556 
Other manufactures ~ .., es] 2,185,652 2,369,750 | ° 2,139,065 | 2,455,780 2,539,618 
Coin and bullion ... pas ...| 11,262,958 | 10,493,890 7,338,160 186,830 7,964,322 
Total... si ste ..| 36,086,237 | 87,864,890 | 32,202,874 | 25,887,422 | 32,656,805 


SHIPPING. 


In addition to the return given in my preliminary report for the 


_year 1875, the following table presents a comparative view of the 


shipping entered at Hamburgh, extending over a lengthened period, 
and shows not only the great increase that has taken place in this 
branch of trade, but the extent to which the traffic is now carried on 
by steam vessels. . 


Surprine entered at Hamburgh. 


7 eee Register Of which Sailing 

Avotnre pt tens. ior Tonnage. Steamers. | Vessels. 
1821 to 1830.. 55 2,284 193,614 .) eles 2,248 
1831 1840,. Ke 2,657 260,458 239 2,418 
1841 1850.. cu 3,613 427,324 368 8,245 
1851 1860.. ..| (4,640 756,099 929 3,720 
186" Vts70.. NS 5,092 1,260,674 1,712 3,380 
1671-4876. Ager 2,334,780 2,628 2.793 
1878 OD nls 5,270 » 1,887,057 2,584 2,736 
Sits ite, kh i. AOR 2,094,102 2.661 2.564 
IBYE behets yatel 46860 217,822 2739 | 2521, 


The details for the last three years are thus stated :— 


Saili E , 
Year. shoe Reinier Crews. | Steamers. Beek. Crews. 
1873 ...| 2,786 486,151 17,127 2,004 1,400,906 58,131 
1874 ..| 2,564 452,618 15,990 2,661 1,641,484 62,724 
L875. Gall e2,0241 434,383 15,509 2,739 1,683,439 61,305 


Export Trape. 


There was an improvement upon 1874 of about 10 per cent. in the 
leading articles of trade shipped from this port during the year, with 
the exception of bullion, of which less than half was exported. It is, 
however, not possible to state with any accuracy the value of the goods 
shipped, but it is estimated that they may approximate to 10,000,000/. or 
12,000,000 sterling. ; 


A comparative table of these goods is given below for the last four 
years. 
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A.—Exports from Hamburgh by Sea, 1872 to 1875. 


Description. 1872. 1873. 1874, 1875. 

Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Articlesoffood ..- ... «1 «| 6, 469,439 7,268,355 6,190,471 7,164,142 
Building materials, &c.... on9 én 1,034,278 832,660 697,279 715,098 
Raw Materia ete te) 4,178,514 4,211,503 4,185,551 4,489,168 
Textile fabrics nro ae pan 412,557 399,439 320,193 353,841 
Other manufactures wad Ot al 1,479,539 1,486,737 1,371,361 1,544,369 


Coin and bullion... ese wae Ke 3,957 1,957 6,783 3,256 
Total 


Mente pile 13,578,204 14,200,651 12,771,638 14,269,874 


The countries to which the above-mentioned goods were shipped 
are thus summarized :— ° 


B.—Destination of Exports by Sea. 


Whither Shipped. 4 1872. 1878, 1874. 1875. 
a nl 

Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Australia and South Sea Islands nas 49,608 * 34,180 32,853 57,432 
Asia Oe ee 384,721 364,268 541,294 437,690 
Africa ose en oes wala ass 215,142 155,431 256,107 352,806 
North’ Amerléy 3.4 9 ce 0 ven, Svs] S21, 187,084 1,130, 162 1,133,973 852,495 
South “Vj Gwesticonst ... *... 766,443 604,612 502,015 540,559 
a GRE CASE COREE us. ons 1,165,923 1,901,404 917,458 971,773 
West Indies i, hr he are 330,123 272,557 268,511 283,035 
Europe, excluding Germany ... ...|. 8,652,453 9,927,994 8,506,586 10,030,731 
Other German ports... eve cae 871,787 620,043 612,841 743,353 
Total we mi ate «| 18,578,284 14,200,651 | 12,771,638 14,269,874 


The particulars of the goods shipped to other than British ports are 
of little interest, owing to their limited extent in proportion to the 
whole. While the United Kingdom alone receives from 40 to 50 per 
cent. of the exports by sea, the remainder are divided between not less 
than thirty different countries, the largest quantities being taken by 
the United States, France, the Netherlands, and Brazil. 

The shipments to British and colonial ports during the last four 
years were as follows :— 


C.—SuHreMeEnNts to British Ports. 


Whither Exported. 1872. 18738. 1874, 1875. 

Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
United Kingdom... ae aie < 6,659, 508 7,182,468 5,364,802 7,415,953 
Australia and New Zealand ... Ay 28,788 20,342 18,302 36,111 
East Indies i aes Ca as 91,755 67,337 93,932 68,824 
West Indies ees ose are arn 7,008 8,854 8,435 2,421 
Cape and West Coast of Africa re 206,375 141,787 230,667 329,656 
British North America ... ice or RS 25 | 29,500 25,748 28,661 
Other colonies... vee ove ase 5,557 3,027 948 3,561 
Total sea ae tea «| 7,081 545 7,458,315 5,742,834 7,885, 187 


The detailed particulars of the goods shipped to the United 
Kingdom during the last three years are given below. , The exports of 
1875 showed an advance in weight of about 20 per cent. upon the 
average of the three previous years, but owing to the depreciation 
in values, there was comparatively little’ improvement in the business 
transacted. 
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D.—Exrorts to the United Kingdom. 


Description, 


COwts. Cwis. Cwts. 
Articles of consumption :— 
Coffee. . ie 10,625 7,864 2,317 
Cocoa... ae 2,633 8,614 5,777 
Sugar, molasses, and grape ‘sugar mn 985,508 | 627,377 | 551,963 
Tea, sis * ae aR 1,955 | 642 1,172 
Tobacco and cigars ie 13,915 13,561 12,372 
Fruit, vegetables, and potatoes 1,010,516 146,254 262,322 
Wine, spirits, and beer ne «.| 285,198 255,084 | 295,142 
Wheat Se a hfe nt ae 121,927 119,818 212,664 
Barley : as fa -.| 633,614 137,356 665,276 
Oats, beans, and hops 115,709 166,829 416,898 
Flour. 439,021 591,152 669,946 
Cattle and sheep = 445,883 | 316,730 | 364,275 
Fresh meat ..° as x ae 46,449 37,037 33,327 
Salted and smoked meat 302,792 862,706 418,816 
Butter andeges .. , 211,892 | 221,762 | 203,920 
Other articles of food 155,342 155,420 447,286 
Building materials and fuel 172,344 76,464 77,857 
Raw materials :— 
Dyewoods and dyeing materials 60,134 45,760 72,631 
Drugs and chemicals 97,205 89,478 96,535 
Lead and zine 4 117,381 87,587 69,226 
Other metals and ores 109,464 137,653 184,038 
Hides, dry and salted 87,925 32,580 25,080 
Calf and other skins 18,412 15,258 14,323 
Leather ‘ 8,316 11 "647 10,578 
Bones and horns 7,824. 15, 092 14,155 
Mauure salt . 717,628 706, 710 ; 1,129,824 
Cow and horse hair, ‘bristles, &e. 22,768 22,466 26,536 
Tar and oil 128,952 65,390 148,585 
Clover and other seeds ee < 134,179 99,329 98,959 
Oil-cake A ye Ly rs oe 32,408 7,282 4 055 
Rags -. as = ae sf 32,552 | + \64,977 67,808 
Wool and shoddy 136,568 129,886 120,399 
Woollen and other yarns 42,690 43,624 51,714 
Other raw materials... 104,464 78,920] 110,019 
Textile fabrics :— 
Silk goods 3,128 2,781 1,550 
Woollen and half-woollen goods 77,615 51,413 54,919 
Cotton 4 : 38,216 | 28568| 40,009 
Linen a 7,080 5,610 | 19,597 
Other textile fabrics, . 5,625 3, 945 2,701 
Manufactures :— 
Wooden wares, toys, &c. 80,525 107,489 92,220 
Leather and india-rubber goods 15,191 14,352 15,816 
Paper and papier maché 41,031 55,729 58,711 
Glass, porcelain, and pottery 87,0 95,725 | 129,087 
Iron and metal wares 4 25,497 15,955 | , 22,319 
Sewing and other machines. . : 25,650 20,456 13,889 
Pianofortes and musical instruments 13,963 17,449 17,745 
Candles, soap, and perfumery ' 6,182 8,602 6,267 
Other manufactures .. 43,844 52,751 60,714 
Coin and bullion 1,462 6,168 | 8,174 


Total Le ne 


1878. 


1874, 


——— |+—-— 


7,182,468 | 5,864,802 | 7,415,958 


1875. 


Articles of consumption 
Building materials, &e. 
Raw materials, &e. .. 
Textile fabrics .. et 
Other manufactures .. 
Coin and bullion 


Total .. ‘4 


Description of Exports. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


1873. 1874, 
Cwts. Cwts. 
4,732,979 3,162,706 

172,344 76,464 
1,804,365 1,643,639 
131,664 92,317 
389,654 383,508 
1,462 6,168 
7,182,468 5,364,802 
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1875. 


Cwts. 
4,563,573 
77,857 
2,242,955 
111,776 
416,718 
3,174 


7,415,953 


Marine Insurance-—The value of the property insured here against 
sea risk, although less than in the. years 1872 and 1873, showed an 
improvement upon the average of the previous five years. Owing to 
recent losses there was a further slight advance in the average rate of 
premiums received, so that the business done in this branch of enter- 
prize, which occupies a leading position here, may be regarded as having 
been satisfactory. The greater part of the insurances were effected 
with local companies, sixteen in number, and the remainder with the 
agents of seventeen companies established in other parts of Germany 
and abroad, as well as by a few private underwriters. 

The great increase that has taken place in this department of trade 
during the last twenty-five years will be seen by the following table :— 


Marine Insurance. 


Value of Ships and | Average 

Year. Cargoes. Premium. 

£ Per cent. 
ae 23,161,900 1.2, 
a 39,085,500 13, 
1860 . 45,713,400 1°34 
1865 45,263,300 1:28 
1870 62,662,400 1:20 
1871 83,878,300 1:08 
1872 101,547,400 101 
LOTa. os $ ak 89,015,700 1:12 
Wye v6 ve 85,120,300 116 
ieye 3, 3h ate 87,686,900 1:24. 


Ocean Steamers.—The absence of any improvement in mercantile 
affairs in the United States, the consequent decline of emigration, and 
the outbreak of a financial crisis in Brazil in the spring of 1875, com- 
bined to produce a depressing eflect on the steamship companies carry- 
ing on business with North and South America, while the overstocked 
condition of the markets of the Hast checked the operations of the line 
trading between: this port and China. The reduction in the price of 
steam coal permitted the vessels to be worked more economically than 
before, but there was little fluctuation in the value of the shares of the 
several companies during the year, all of which continued from 25 to 
40 per cent. below par. 

- The principal line of steamers is that of the Hamburgh-American 
Company, which at the commencement of the year owned twenty-seven 
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ocean-going vessels, having added six first-class steamers to its fleet by 
purchase trom the Transatlantic Steamship Company, at a cost of 
78,2501. each. The removal of the competition of that line had a 
marked effect on the results of the year, and the voyages of the New 
York line were almost all attended with profit. The net income of the 
year, after the payment of 29,850/. interest on the preference shares, 
amounted to 35,800/., which was applied to the repairing account, and 
to part payment of the heavy losses incurred in 1874; there was conse- 
quently no dividend declared. The capital, on the 1st of January last, 
amounted to about 1,844,0007. The company labours under the dis- 
advantage, common to many others, of having insufficient employment 
for the whole of its vessels; but the directors hope that the revival of 
trade will prove that the expenditure necessary to extinguish opposi- 
tion will prove to have been a wise investment. As already remarked, 
owing to the diminished emigration, there was a further decrease in 
the number of passengers carried, as will be seen by the statement for 
the past three years. 


PassEnGcERS Carried. 


1878 1874, 1875. 

To New York... va 36,626 21,870 16,809 
From sa, is B2 10,512 9,136 10,670 
To West Indies | 2,623 2,068 1,547 
From, 1,147 1,592 898 
Total ‘S | 50,908 34,666 29,924 


The goods carried showed a gradual improvement, having been as 


follows :— 


1873. 


——————— 


1874, 


Cubie metres. 


1875. 


’ Cubic metres. 


To and from New York = 4 113,600 - 189,500 
» West Indies } No details. 72,200 54,200 
Total 40 nic sa 172,000 185,800 193,700 


The total number of voyages performed was sixty-seven, fifty having 


been made to New York, and seventeen to the West Indies. 


The 


amount of specie carried by the New York line during the last two 


years is thus stated :— 


1874. 1875. 
£ £ 
To New York 215,000 . $25,000 
MOMs) is 3,750,000 8,370,000 


The line next in importance is that of the South American Com. 
pany, which despatches a steamer fortnightly to Brazil and the River 


Plate vid Lisbon. 


The business of the year showed satisfactory 


progress. The fall in the price of English coal proved an important 
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element in the success reported, and the recent introduction of German 
coal is said to have been attended with such good results as to make it 
probable that it will be used almost exclusively in future. The freights 
from this port amounted to 32,800 tons against 26,320 tons in 1874, 
and the passengers to 4,410 against 3,733 in the previous year. The 
total profit.on the twenty voyages made was about 35,000/., which 
allowed a dividend of 5 per cent. to the shareholders after paying the 
interest on the preference shares, and devoting the sum of 31,0001. 
to the reserve fund. 

The report of the German Steamship Company, which runs 
steamers to China and the East Indies vid the Suez Canal, is not so 
satisfactory as that of the last-mentioned line, the state of trade 
between Europe and the Hast having been worse than for many years 
past, while the lack of employment for ships increased the competition 
for coasting freights in China. The goods carried outwards‘ amounted 
to 13,633 tons, those inwards being 12,889 tons. - The vessels of this 
company passed through the Suez Canal fifteen times during the year, 
paying charges amounting to 7,700/. Owing to the low rate of freight 
the profit on the year’s business only reached the sum of 8,300/., which 
was added to the reserve fund, and consequently for the first time since 
the formation of the Company no dividend could be declared. The 
whole capital has been recently paid up, and now amounts to 220,0002. 

The Cosmos Steamship Company, which carries on communication 
with the west.coast of South America, is mostly in the hands of a few 
individuals, and does not publish such extended reports as the other 
Companies. Although the business suffered from the dullness of trade, 
and one of the steamers only partially insured was lost, there was an 
improvement upon the previous year, which permitted a dividend of 
44 per cent. The prospects of the Company are considered to be 
increasingly favourable, the withdrawal of lines formerly existing at 
Hayre and Antwerp having left the Pacific Steam Navigation Com- 
pany, the only competition between Europe and the coast ‘of Chili and 

eru 


Banks. 


There is little to remark respecting the joint-stock banks during the 
year under review. Like all other branches of commerce they 
naturally suffered very much from the embarrassments of trade, the 
limitation of manufactures, and the total lack of speculative enterprize. 
As, however, notwithstanding the depression of trade, there were few 
failures of any consequence, the reduced profits of the banks were not 
still further diminished by bad debts to such an extent as might have 
been expected. Money, though not so plentiful as in 1874, was abun- 
dant during the first six months, but became scarcer towards the close 
of the year. Discount varied from 3 to 6 per cent., the average rate 
being 3, or 4 per cent. higher than the average of 1874. 

The joint-stock banks are eleven in number, but there are only five 
whose operations are sufficiently extensive to be of any general interest. 
Two of these have been in existence for twenty years, the others having 
only started five or six years ago. The business done by these institu- 
tions may be thus briefly stated, it being understood that, as observed 
in former reports, none of the joint- -stock banks here confine their 
operations to discounting bills, but invest considerable amounts of 
capital in various industrial and financial undertakings, in consequence 
of which their shares and dividends fluctuate considerably. 

The Nord-Deutsche (North-German) Bank reports an increase in 
the number of transactions in nearly every branch of its business, but, 
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owing to the limited operations of many of the companies in which it 
is interested, and the consequent reduction in the value of this part of 
its property, added to which there were a few commercial failures, it 
was only possible to pay a dividend of 6? per cent. The total amount 
of business done amounted to 430,000,0002. 


The dividend of the Vereins (Union) Bank also showed a reduction ° 


upon that of 1874. There was an increase in the number of accounts, 
opened, but, notwithstanding the slight advance in the rate of discount, 
a loss was sustained by the stoppage of the German-Brazilian Bank at 
Rio Janeiro, as well as by the depreciation of other stock. | 
The operations of the International Bank were more seriously 
affected by the above-mentioned stoppage, as it had taken shares to the 
amount of about 150,000/., in consequence of having been the chief 
founder of the bank in question. In 1874 it realized a profit of 
5 per cent. on these shares, but the losses having been very heavy, and 
the prospect of returns doubtful, the directors proposed the reduction 
of the capital of the bank by the above amount of 150,000/., which was 
agreed to. Attempts were made by some of the shareholders to wind 
up the institution, but they met with little support. Although the 
other business done throughout the year was satisfactory, it was impos- 
sible to pay any dividend. j 
The Commerz and Disconto (Commercial Discount) Bank had a 
comparatively prosperous year, and not only increased the amount of 
its profits also, which enabled it to pay a higher dividend than in 1874. 
The same remark wil] apply to the Anglo-Deutsche (Anglo-German) 
Bank, which recovered to’ some extent from the misfortunes expe- 
rienced during the past two or three years, and was able to pay a 
dividend of 3 per cent. h 
A comparison ‘of the dividends and closing prices of the shares 
of the above-named banks during the last three years is given below :—~ 


Joint Stock Banks. 


neh Closing Price of 
Annual Dividend. tiabon’ 
Name. Founded. At 

1873. | 1874, | 1875. | 1878. | 1874. | 1875. 
North German ..| 1856 ..| 104 | 10 6: | 140 | 147 | 12523 
Union “eh > (ICN Mens Wine es 94 | 1993] 195 | 116 
International LOCO i + Ri 97% | 104 801 
Commercial Pe i Sen A 38s 42 903 804 82 
Anglo-German i Coie Rees st Pane we 3 61 42 562 


POPULATION. 


The results of ‘the census taken in December, 1875, are being 
published by degrees, but the progress made is not very rapid. The 
following is the corrected statement as to the number of the population 
compared with the results obtained in 1871, by which it will be seen 
that the increase in the four years amounted to nearly 50,000 souls, or 
141 per cent. Of this increase 10 per cent. took place in the popu- 
lation of the town and the suburbs immediately connected with it, 
while the growth of the districts within a radius of three or four 
miles was proportionately three times as large :— 


lsh seen) i nN a aac 
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Poputation of the State of Hamburgh. 
December 1, 1875. December 1, 1871. 
. - Male. Female. Total. Total. | Increase. 
Town .. 85,340 | 84,036 | 169,376 158,842 “11,084 


Suburbs St. George and 
St.Paul .. ..| 44,644 48,473 93,117 78,118 | 14,999 
Harbour ae oe 2,066 116 2,182 2,647 465 


’ 182,050 182,625 264,675 239,107 25,568 
Surburban districts ..| 39,173 44,599 83,772 61,386 | 22,386 
Other territory. . -»| 20,116 20,055 40,171 38,451 1,690 


Total oe ae} 191,889 197,279 385,618 838,974 | 49,644 


The population of the entire district under the superintendenceo 
' this consulate on the date above mentioned wa’ as follows :— 


Porvtation of Hamburgh Consular District. 


Town or Province. 1871. 1875. 

a ma “t «8 ie 338,974 388,618 
Liibeck . oe att ag 52,158 56, 912 
Hanover.. 5c 1,963,190 2,018,868 
Mecklenburg- Schwerin, . ae 557,707 : 558,7 34 
Mecklenburg-Strelitz .. -.. 96,982 95,648 
Lauenburg ae ie s 49,546 48,808 
Schleswig-Holstein .. a 995,873 1,026,004 

WPotal 6s ~~ Si 4,054,430 4,188,592 


From the above statement it will be observed that there has been a 
decrease since 1871 in the duchies of Mecklenburg and Lauenburg 
which is mostly to be attributed to the emigration. of the agricultural 
classes; while the other parts of the district show a considerable 
advance. The emigration from these duchies: vid Hamburgh and 
Bremen reached a total during the last five years of above 24 000, but 
has lately fallen off very materially, as will be seen by the: - following 
statement :— 


Emieration from Duchies of Meeklenburg and Lauenburg. 


Year. Emigrants. 


ST ee ees 
EE ak Uva 9,084 


1873 ne Re es oe ie a 7,214 
MOU GS eS che aby BISON 
RRM oe BBE | 
ee 
ManvuracturEs. 


There is nothing new to report under this head, as no additions haye 
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been made to the few branches of manufacture existing in this city, 
most of which were carried on during the year with reduced numbers 
and limited profits. The leading occupations of the artizan class, which 
includes a very small proportion of the population, are shipbuilding, 
the manufacture of machinery and pianofortes, the curing of beef and 
pork, cigar making, tanning, the fabrication and fortifying of wines, 
and the refining of spirits, most of which is exported to South America 
and the Coast of Africa. 


PorvunATIoNn. 


The health of the community was in general satistactory, and the 
mortality did not exceed 265 per 10,000 of the population, showing a 
great improvement upon the average of the previous four years, which 
had yielded a death-rate of 372 per 10,000, owing principally to the 
visitation of small-pox in 1871 and of cholera in 1873. The drainage of 
the suburbs is rapidly approaching completion, and is proving of great 
advantage to the public health. 

The total number of births was 15,226, equal to 410 perl0,000 of 
the population, the average of the previous four years having been . 
13,457, or 391 per 10,000. The percentage of illegitimate births is 
steadily decreasing (although still nearly 10 per cent.) as well as the 
number of stillborn children. The births within the territory of the 
republic during the last four years were as follows :— 


Brrrus in Hamburgh. 


1872. * 1878, 1874, 1875. 
Moalowitel as Nos 6,991 7,134 7,594 7,845 
Femalog tite at 6,427 6,697 7,138 7,381 
Total’: '.: . .».|. ARMS 13,831 14,732 15,226 


The causes of death during the last three years are thus stated ;— 


Deatrus in Hamburgh. 


1873. 1874, 1875, 
Cause of Death. 7 lo: a a 
Number, 
Apoplexy eee on she sae ane 342 
Cancer ose oe iis 5 Bt 257 
Chest diseases, various... oes a 1,069 
Consumption ... See ome oe ae 1,207 
Convulsions, children si wee iu 530 
Cholera past eles ae oe mri 1,005 
Diarrhoea and dysentery ... 505 Aa 872 
Diphtheria and croup oa ova waa 341 
Heart disease ... ave ee Abate ee 274 
Nervous system, diseases of ae ioe 312 
Old age nb eee ae see ae 528 
Scarlet fever, measles, and whooping 
cough Pee ie ct es ase 388 
Other infantile diseases... we =m 1,228 
Smallpox, unvaccinated 3 
a vaccinated tee oe hy 
Suicide... oh ES so br oe 101 
Typhus fever ... oD ody Bn mee 189 
Violence and accident ace end sem 211 
Other causes ... eae Ree vo to) 1,706 
Total ... a ves sis ve) 10,563 
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The ages of those who died are specified in the following table, 
together with the estimated numbers living at the respective ages when 
the last local census was taken in December, 1874. It will be observed 
that there was a very high rate of mortality among children below one 
year old, in which respect Hamburgh appears to occupy a position mid- 
way between London and Berlin, in which latter city the sanitary 
regulations are at present very imperfect. 


Ages of Persons dying in 1875. 


Population, 

Age. Deaths. Dec., 1874. 
Under 1 year Re ae 3,308 9,509 
From 1 to 5 years Ay 1,241 33,004 
eis. ig 366 61,346 
ie 25 “7 ce 499 73,741 
25 60 OR ia 1,712 136,284 
50 870 ine oe 1,506 46,805 
Above 70 years... ae 1,190 9,361 
Metal.) <i te 9,822 370,000 


TIyrantitE Mortality, 1872 to 1875. 


Deaths under | Percentage of 
Year. One Year. all Deaths. 
1872 ss bee oe 2,599 28-2 
1873 “7 rie Ae 3,165 28°4 
1874 ar ee ae 3,349 34 °6 
1875 we c ‘a 3,308 BEY ¢ 
FINANCES. 


The estimates of the receipts and expenditure for the public service 
of the State of Hamburgh for the current year have been laid before 
the Municipal Council. The increase, though small, is steadily growing, 
and has within the last ten years amounted to nearly 100 per cent. 
The State debt amounts at present to 7,040,000/., which has been 
contracted principally on account of public works. .A summary of 
the receipts and payments, converted into sterling at the rate of 
20°40 marks per 1/., is here given. 


Estimate of Public Expend:ture for 1876. 


£ 
Senate, magistrates, and council : es ee 50,110 
Finance Department (including interest on debt) .. 413,750 
Board of Trade and Navigation a ve ee 86,250 
Board of Works... de ae re On ae 215,550 
Education .. 4 ar we és 64,870 


» 
Hospital and public charities .. 9 .. = «ses —«'107,780 
Police, Fire Department, and Law Courts .. oe 191,460 
Contribution to Zollyerein and Imperial Treasuries .. 156,860 
Diplomatic expenses and extraordinaries .. dt 26,600 


Total, e oe ee oe as oe 1,263,230 
[641] 4x 
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Estimate of Public Revenue for 1876. 


£ 
Rent of State property, licences, &e. .. ee oF 319,810 
Taxes, stamps, and shipping = ~ Ad or 742,290 
Official fees and receipts ae te ta 115,480 
Extraordinaries .. efi 4,920 
Deficit, to be paid from surplus of former years as 80,730 
Total.. ve oe an ee «« 1,263,230 


Although the dull state of trade throughout the present year has 
«called forth loud complaints, the receipts from stamps, shipping dues, 
and excise have up to the end of August shown an increase upon the 
sum collected during the corresponding period of last year. 


Hamburgh, September 6, 1876. 
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MEMEL. 


Report by Vice-Oonsul Richter on the Trade and Commerce of Memel 
Sor the Year 1875. 


TRADE aND COMMERCE. 


Tx year 1875. has been very unfavourable for this port, much more 
so byew the year preceding, which already I had to report as a very 
bad one. 


Currency. | Sterling. | Currency. | Sterling. 


Marks, £ Marks. £ 
Imports— 
By sea -»| 7,481,200 874,060 
land (railway, “carts, and t the 
river Memel , .. | 14,507,800 725,390 | 21,989,000 | 1,099,450 
Exports— 
By sea .. ae Je .. |, 21,023,600 | 1,051,180 
land .. ee ee «+ | 2,465,000 123,250 
|__| 23°488:600 | 1,174,580 
Total value of imports 
and exports .. a ah a 45,477,600 | 2,273,880 
Against in 1874... “s ss 61,368,300 | 3,068,415 
#s i ee oe 59,815,500 | 2,990,775 


Companng the two years 1875 and 1874, we find a diminution of 
the total value of 794,535/., or above 25 per cent., which is caused not 
only by less business done, but principally by reduced prices of nearly 
all goods. 

The chief article of the Memel trade is 

Timber, of which the arrivals from Russia in 1875 were— 


Quantity. Value. 


£ 

Fir and pine balks (square timber) ‘ Pieces Ss 56,820 99,435 
”» I » 0. 

thinner dimensions .. ee ae ay el 30,063 28,807 
Fir round timber .. oF oa fe Af Sp 78,600 62,225 
Pine aaa aa = 65 a os 53,700 44,750 
Oak staves. . aa na Ba ne rs -»}| 1,581,920 165.958 
» Wwainscots as or * nas 5,212 20,848 
y Clapboards, (plit logs) fe oe) ets ai 8,600 1,350 
» balks .. aa mye ..| Cubic fect .. 170,787 11,100 
Total e on = bss a ws 434,473 
Against in 1874 .. oe as Se Be 748,679 
os BTS ss ae xe ae ve Wd C28 


The value of ihe timber exported was— 
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Vessels. | Value, 

| £ 
In 1875 .. a are ne 1,074 735,165 
1874-5. Joe da ee i 913,987 
1878 .. | 945,627 


The price of the cubic metre averaged in 1875 about 14.) 11s., in 
1874 about Il. 16s., which shows that the selling prices declined 
about 14 per cent. 

In spring the first sales were effected at rates which left little or no 
profit, but during the summer even these were not obtainable, and! 
those merchants who were compelled to force sales in order to meet 
their engagements, had to accept ruinous rates, and the consequence 
was some failures. The better situated, though able to hold over, 
could do so only with great sacrifices, which swallowed the greater part 
of their large profits in 1872 and 1873. 

Fir and Pine Balks or Square Timber. 


In spring the first prices 


were— 
Sterling per load of 50 cubic feet. 
Ls. CV Saas 
Crown a ve ay .-. 8 0 O:t053 52 
I. Middle .. ‘te ts See Pee ay) 3 0a 
TH A ro 97.6 oe 
Inferior and thinner is See Cnet 2) “26 


In summer 5s. and more less. 

Sawn Timber, Planks, and Deals —Some few sales were made at 
71. 10s. per standard hundred, but rates soon declined to 6/. 10s., and 
even 6, 

Oak Staves —The first sales were effected at 215/. per mille crown 
pipe staves; prices gradually declined to about 170/., and even at these 
rates the demand was very limited, and the stock on hand at the end of 
the year was unusually large. 

Oak Wainscots, commencing at 6s. 6d. per foot crown, declined to- 
5s. 9d. 

Oak Balks, at from 47. to 4d. 10s. per load crown, according to 
quality, and being more or less straight, about one-half was sold and 
the other half remained on hand. 

All other articles exported by sca from Memel are of secondary 
importance, and I have merely to mention 

Flax, which is the only article that has given some satisfaction. 
The quality of the plant grown in 1874 was in no way good, and there- 
fore the large stocks of previous years could be realized, principally to 
French and Belgian spinners, whereas the Scotch preferred the shorter 
and therefore cheaper flax of 1874, The sale of the old stock com- 
menced at 10 marks (or shillings sterling) the 31 lbs.; gradually prices 
improved to 11s. 9d., until in October it was evident that the new crop 
everywhere was insufficient, and then prices rapidly rose, and finally 
18s. was paid for 4-brand old flax, other sorts in proportion, the 1874 
flax fetching about 1s. less. We exported— 
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| Quantity. Value. 
Cwts. £ 
tee ee gk at 18918 125,255 
ae an i | 98,781 157,500 
Rees. St eet ae Bege0 94,305 
Linseed.—Exported— 
Quantity. Value. 
Lasts. £ 

In 1875 wie nn) oe 3,800 79,000 

1874 oe vs oa 4,800 96,000 

1873 oe an of 5,662 135,900 


The smaller export in 1875 shows that business has been very 
languid. ‘The large arrivals in Holland and England from the East 
Indies, the Black Sea, and from the Russian ports in the Baltic, which 
consist of linseed undoubtedly superior to ours, are the cause of the 
small business done here. As the crop of 1875 proved to be almost a 
failure, yielding scarcely one-half of an average year, our seed came 
into notice, and some better transactions took place in the last two 
months of the year, and apparently all the produce was. realized. 

Grain.—The business done here in all sorts of grain is hardly worth 
mentioning. The exports were— 


1875. 1874. 1873. 


Quantity.) Value. |Quantity.) Value. |Quantity.| Value. 


Lasts. £ Lasts. & Lasts. 5) 
Wheat.. ¥ 36 8,500 93 7,500 58 18,000 
Rye . ee 787 12,350 | 1,650 32,250 | 2,406 48,300 
Barley.. ..| 1,040 15,000 | 1,150 19,500 | 1,339 21,150 
Oates ae 34 760 7,500 330 4,800 1,606 11,800 
Pease .. ‘ 173 2,650 360 7,500 138 2,550 


The neighbouring ports of Kénigsberg and Danzig, having reguiar 
steam communication, absorb all the business. 

Calf Skins —Exported in 1875, about 5,000 German and 160,000 
Russian, value 18,000/.; in 1874, 116,000; of which about two-thirds 
to Hngland, the remainder to Germany. Prices in 1875 were about 
20 to 25 per cent. lower than in 1874, say from Ls. to 1s. 6d. per lb., 
according to quality. 

Of the goods brought to this port by sea, I have to mention— 

Salt, of which the imports were— 


1880 GERMANY. 


Quantity. Value. 
Cwt. £ 
Torrevieja ste a AD 405,637 25,000 
Cette .. s ve oe 252,712 20,000 
Liverpool a AG ve 117,118 6,500 
Total 1875.. oe a0 775,467 51,500 
Against, in 1874 .. 725,807 52,500 
S Tosa ao 613,235 42,000. 


The trade in salt apparently is leaving this port. Danzig and 
K6nigsberg ean afford to sell to the Russian consumer at a cheaper rate, 
on account of lower freights by the river craft, and at Libau the 
Sroeees appear to have some peculiar facilities at the Russian custom- 

ouse. 

Coal.—Business has been satisfactory, and cargoes arriving found 
ready purchasers, chiefly from the interior neighbouring places. 

The imports of Eastport coal amounted to— 


Quantity. Value.. 

Owt. £ 
In i875 a = oo 1,154,000 65,000 
1874 als Origen Fs 886,700 48,750 
1873 a iy Sear 616,593 37,500 


Welsh coal is not in demand here. 
Salt Herrings—Imported in 1875— 


Quantity. Value. 

Barrels. £ 
Norwegian nee as us 19,360 19,560 
Scotch .. me ate ee 3,440 8,440 
Total 1875... se ae 22,800 23,000 
1874.. ae ‘a 22,259 29,250 
1873... ary ane 22,982 29,400 


The transactions in Scotch herrings were rather languid, and prices 
suffered a decline against former years of about 2s. to 8s. per barrel. 
The supply consisted of unbranded Matjes, nearly all sent by Scotch 
salters for sale here. 

Oement.—Imported. in 1875— 


Quantity. Value. 
i Barrels. £ 
British .. ac Se ae 3,200 ie 
German .. fe 45 an 5,873 ie 
Total 1875.. oe Ab 9,073 5,445 
Kid Seen mee ete 13,411 - 9,052 
1873... ve it 14,327 10,020 
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' The German cement produced at Stettin is considered to equal the 
English, and both fetch the same price, 11s. 6d. per barrel. Only 350: 
barrels remain unsold. 

Petrolewm.—Imported in— 


Barrels. 
1875 v6 ie we % A ys He, ap 7,030 
1874 ate Ae ne a se we “i a 1,980 
1873 : a4 6 ae ae os Se Ar 8,685 


Selling price, beginning at 12s. per ecwt., declined to lls. 6d- 
sterling per cwt., at which rate the year closed. 

Ivon.—For home consumption sufficient is produced by Germany, 
and at less cost; therefore, no imports were made of English or Swedish 
iron. 

Bricks and Tiles —The import of firebricks is too insignificant, and 
common bricks are produced here in sufficient quantity. 

Of tiles 2,695 mille were imported from Antwerp, against 2,034 in 
1874. The demand from the interior continued good, at 2/. 10s. per 
mille free on board the river craft. Stock remaining about 100 mille. 


Imprriat Bank. 


The business transacted by the branch at this port amounted to— 


In 1875 ee ee ee oe ee ee oe 6,94 
ae AY leseesTD 
1873 aya Pe res ate - 8,05 


Our merchants complain that since the Royal Prussian Bank has 
been changed into the 5 Bank, the new instructions haye been 
more rigorous, and that fewer facilities are given. This is to be 
regretted, as the bank never had any serious loss. 


SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION. 


. Cubic 

Ships Entered. Number. Cargoes, Ritwost 
Sailing vessels ; 177 Ocal. Ac oe «»| 105,870 
” ae 74 Salt .. oc <p eo| 72,776 
oF as 38 Bricks and tiles ee «o| 14,136 
; * . 21 Sundries is oe a 6,028 
Steamers .. se 48 ~ we a : 15,918 
3 tis a 4 Herrings ° oie 2,029 
Sailing vessels te 31 es Ae ie 5 5,794 
2 » oe oe 16 Cement An we os 2,509 
c ae Sc 12 Bones, pitch, tar, potatoes, &c. 2,735 
Steamers .. ms 19 Empty or ballast... «| 22,244 
Sailing vessels re 707 Ballast ae oe +» | 271,458 
PB os 62 Empty ve als oe 8,286 
a an 4 Seeking harbour of refuge .. 1,655 
Total .. Dale st, ale oe ee 531,438 


Of these were— 
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German of oh 
Dutch ae Sha 
Norwegian ; 
Danish an a i 
British, 14,148 registered tons 
Russian ss - é 
Swedish ors ea 40 
Austrian an ee 
French an 
American aie a0 
Belgian &é x ae 


Ships Sailed. Number 
Sailing vessels se 1,071 Timber 
Steamers me 4p 3 hi 
“ Pe He 6 Linseed 
Sailing vessels : 16 
ob i 30 
* oe 20 Grain.. 
Steamers : 5 ae hee 
Sailing vessels st 2 Rags .. 
F me 3 Sundries 
Steamers (for Stettin) 49 a 
Total 1,205 at 


oe 


Flax and hemp 


Ships. 
onde 
ne. KOs 
se Oe 
5 57 
ao | 102 
oe 18 
es 15 
ae 6 
; 5) 
Vy 
os nt 
1,213 
Cubic 
Metres 
she ..| 467,509 
2 : 2,474 
. as 12,501 
; Se 8,259 
Ae, 12,204 
aya 4,936 
a AD 4,546 
: 1,441 
ole =e 546 
A “¢ 16,313 
On 525,729 


Of the above only three British steamers took a cargo of grain 


(linseed, for Hull). 
The destination of these vessels was-— 


Great Britain ete et a5 
Germany .. nid Xe of 
Holland .. os me if 
Belgium .. +e Ri ye 
France spo 3 rho 5 
Russia a a # oF 
South America he “en 
Africa nr a ae oa 
Norway .. a5 on ais 
Denmark .. zt cis 3 
North America as 
Spain gic we ac 
Sweden re AG tio ae 
Total at Ac ‘ 


Ships. 


Cubic Metres. 
324,755 
117,376 

41,269 
21,805 
5,884 
4,440 
3,701 
2,429 
1,312 
1,042 
1,214 
332 
170 


525,729 


‘he above list only contains the sea-going vessels. 


The arrivals of 


kaehne (river craft) from Tilsit, Russ, and Poland were, ?,767 kaehne 


and barges, 262,668 cubic metres. 


Besides these there are seven river steamers, which in regular turn 
go, one to Konigsberg vid Cranz, with passengers; four to Kénigs- 
berg vid Labiau, with goods ; two to Tilsit, with both. 

Ship-owning.—At the end of 1875, eighty-five sailing vessels, with 
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32,020 registered tons, belonged to this port, all sea-going; and ten 
steamers, all tugs and river boats. 

Ship-building.—In former years a pretty brisk ship-building business 
was carried on at this port, and from eight to ten vessels every year left 
the stocks for Memel account and for sale. Now it has almost entirely 
ceased, and in 1875 not a single new vessel was built. This fact 
evidently shows that ship-owners are not deriving a suflicient remune- 
ration for capital and labour. 

The competition by Norwegian vessels is much complained of. It 
appears that old vessels which have passed the better classes are 
bought and placed under the Norwegian flag, and as wages and provi- 
sions are cheaper in Norway they can accept lower freights, and there- 
fore nobody here is willing to invest his means in new and dear ships, 
particularly as the ships here are built expressly for timber cargoes, 
and in consequence cannot be employed on long voyages. 

Some ship-owners now also begin to purchase vessels abroad 
at cheap prices, apparently a good bargain, but I fear that such ships 
ultimately will prove themselves dangerous to the owners as well as to 
the insurance companies. 

In 1875 four ships were bought, of which one was British, the 
“ Forerunner,” of Shields, No. 44,311. 

Wages of Seamen.—At the beginning of the shipping season 3J. 6s. 
was paid ; afterwards only 8/. per month. 

Freights outwards :— 


London As -. 14s. 6d., 148., 13s., later rising to ] 

16s. 6d., and at the end of the 

shipping season some three or four , 

ships got 12, bs, ae 
Hull, Grimsby .. 18s., 12s., 148., 178. : fe i 2 
Eastern coal ports .. 11s., 10s., 11s. 6d., 14s., and 16s. | bea 
Liverpool .. .. 18s. 6d., 14s., 15s. 6d. 
Dublin, Belfast .. 168., 15s., 17s., 18s. y; 
London ae .. 150. and 201, Per mille 
Hull.. es .. 121. and 142. } pipe 
Hartlepool .. «. 102. and 13. staves. 
Grangemouth -. i. 3s. per ton rags. 
Hast Scotland +. 1. 5s., 11. 2s. 6d. per ton flax. 
London ee +. 28. 3d. per 320 lbs. oats. 

os 45 .. 88 per 500 lbs. wheat. 

Inward freights— 
Liverpool oe ar ee ve +. 98. per ton salt. 
Gloucester .. ae on ve .. 7s. 6d. per ton salt. 
Newcastle, Hartlepool, and Sunderlan «. 71. 10s. to 82. per keel coal. 
Firth of Forth.. ae os .. 71, to 71. 10s. per keel coal. 


I take this opportunity to warn shipowners not to accept any 
charter for Memel town without the clause “as far as the ship can 
float,” or something to the same effect. 

It is true, on the bar at the entrance of the harbour there are from 
sixteen to eighteen feet of water, but Memel town signifies, that the 
ships must enter into the creek (called river Dange), and there is no 
more than twelve to thirteen feet, and farther up even only eight 
to nine feet, and thus some ships have been compelled to discharge 
almost their entire cargo into lighters at their own expense, which is 
about 1s. sterling per ton. 

Wrecks—In January the Government steamtug Von der Heydt 
during a fog grounded on the pier, and the steamer, as well as the 


1384 GERMANY. 


German brig she towed, were lost. In April, a Russian schooner bark. 
whilst at anchor in the stream, was cut by ice coming down, and sank. 
The crews in both cases were saved. No other casualties happened on 
this coast. 


AGRICULTURT. 


In this district the crop has been satisfactory. Wheat, rye, and 
oats yielded fairly, barley rather less. Potatoes very good, but the 
winter suddenly set in earlier than expected, and about one-fourth had 
to remain in the fields and got spoiled. 

In the neighbouring Russian districts about the same results were 
obtained. 


POPULATION AND INDUSTRIES. 


No alteration has taken place in the amount of population, which 
is about 25,000 inhabitants for Memel and suburbs, and about 58,000 
in the whole district. 

No new industrial establishment has been added to the few I 
pointed out in my last report. ’ 

The fifteen steam and twenty windmills for sawing timber give em- 
ployment to a considerable number of hands, all the other establish- 
ments are only in a small way, with the exception of the manufactory 
for bone black and chemical produce. This establishment, however, 
worked without any profit, and therefore had almost entirely to dis- 
continue the manufacture. 


Puriio Works. 


The long entertained wishes of the inhabitants of this town at last 
have been fulfilled, and the first railway touches our port. On the 
15th October the line which connects Memel with Tilsit and thereby 
with the west of Europe was opened. Too short a period has elapsed 
since to effect any material change in our trade, though no doubt 
some branches of Memel commerce will have to be earried on in 
a different way. Already, some of the more valuable goods, such as 
flax, linseed, rags, &c., leave this port in smaller quantities, but more 
frequently, in the same way, coal and salt are sent to the mterior and to 
Russian Poland. The small barges of the river Memel, which until now 
had this traflic, suffer severely by this competition, but merchants 
find it very convenient, having to employ less funds and being able 
and at all times to renew their stock when and as much as they want. 

A branch line, to connect the railway station with the harbour, is 
now in work, and will be completed in 1376. 

As yet the Russian produce does not come ti. Memel by rail. It 
enters German territory at Eyd-Kuhnen, and from there the distance 
to the sea is shorter by way of Konigsberg and Pillau. 

A connection with the Russian railroad irom Mitau to Libau would 
be of the greatest advantage to Memel. The whole distance to be 
built would be no more than about forty English miles, but Russia is 
much against it, fearing that then her produce would go to Memel 
for exportation instead of Libau and Riga. 


Memel, August 2, 1876. 
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Report by Oonsul White on the Trade and Commerce of Morocco for the 
Year 1875. 


TH eondition of trade in Morocco during the year 1875 has been 
satisfactory. Owing to the suspension, in December, 1874, for a term 
of six months, of the prohibition that had been imposed upon the 
exportation of grain (beans, maize, and peas), and the extension of the 
term for a further period of one year in the month of April, there was 
considerable movement in the export trade, with corresponding activity 
in the trade in imports. ‘Large stocks of these grains, but especially of 
beans, had been purchased, and were held in store at the ports of 
Laraiche, Daralbaida, Mazagan, and Saffi during the previous year, 
whilst the prohibition was still in foree. Prices ruled high in England, 
and the holders consequently looked forward to making large profits 
should the prohibition be removed. The Sultan, however, declined to 
allow grain to be exported from the country until the rains should fall, 
and there was a reasonable prospect of a good harvest; and it was not 
until the end of the year 1874 that, yielding to the representations 
made to him on the subject, he consented to remove the prohibition, 
the maintenance of which would have entailed heavy loss on those who 
had purchased on speculation. The import trade would probably not 
have been materially affected had the prohibition been maintained, the 
farmers having already sold their produce at very remunerative prices, 
affording them the means for purchasing foreign goods and produce. 


SHIPPING, 


The number of vessels of all nations that entered the ports of 
Morocco during 1875 was greater than that of the preceding year, 
although there was a slight decrease in the tonnage. This is accounted 
for by the number of small sailing vessels that called to load grain and 
the withdrawal of one of the lines of steamers that traded between 
London and Morocco, it being found that the trade was not sufficient 
_ to allow of the two rival companies competing with each other. 

The following return represents the number and tonnage of vessels 
of all nations that entered and cleared from Moorish ports during the 
year 1875, and the value of their cargoes :— 
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ENTERED. 
With Cargoes. In Ballast. Total. 

KE - Amount 
Nationality a 4 a 5 a = Value of of 
of Vessels. ic) S 9 g Ss Z Goods Specie 

# |Tons.| © 2 |Tons.| © % | Tons.| © P 
- 'S) 1S) > tS) 
& & 
British «| 874 | 66,776) 4,321 | 263 70,781) 2,780 637 |137,557| 7,101 732,819 | 172,928 
Danish ne enn pus ite 16 2,856} 110 16| 2,356 110 as ea 
French 181 74,399) 4,171 61 19,453} 1,073 242 | 98,852) 5,244] 229,109 | 181,932 
German wet aera ne aie 5 1,028 37 5| 1,028 37 ose ais 
Greek ... Beale wane aa “ae 1 73 6 1 7 6 * 
Italian... Raid ose sea nae 16 3,741} 169 16| 3,741 169 
Netherlands ...} ... aa) uae 2 257 10 2 257 10 ase 
Norwegian ia ae vee 3 739 27 3 739 27 an a4 
Portuguese 29 1,571 191 92 4,817} 630 121] 6,388 821 25,162 13,280 
Spanish 112 | 1,913} 531 | 295 | 5,557/1,580| 407] 7,470] 2,161 24,998 | 15,891 
Swedish ahs a4 aah 1 95 7 = 9 7 ae ide 
Total 696 |144,659| 9,264 | 755 |108,897| 6,429 | 1,451 |253,556| 15,693 | 1,011,588 | 384,031 


With Cargoes. 


Nationality 


ic] . 

of Vessels. a) g 

% | Tons. 5 

i] 

> 6) 
British 535 | 89,076} 5,278 
Danish 16| 2,356 110 
French 177 | 68,554} 3,834 
German om 5| 1,028 37 
Greek ... = de oe 
Italian... nee 15 |». 3,624 159 
Netherlands ... 2 257 10 
Norwegian 2 588 20 
Portuguese 104} 5,556 693 
Spanish .| 363] 6,788] 1,904 
“Swedish aa 1 95 7 
Total .«-| 1,220 |177,922] 12,052 


CLEARED. 
ee SER SS SR EE NS Se 


In Ballast. Total. 
BY ? 3 Value of pel yd 
o a o g Goods, F 
2 Tons. 5 % | Tons. 8 mpere. 
> Slee 3 
£ 4 
100 | 48,441) 1,815| 635 187,517] 7,098] 693,874 | 95,442 
ES we ops 16] 2,856] 110 26,976 ais 
65 | 25,513) 1,426] 242] 94,067] 5,260] 418,066 | 30,020 
Ep ae ity 5] 1,028 37 8,376 wed 
1 73 6 1 73 6 ate add 
re Pr 15| 3,624) 159 22,156 a 
as i 2 257 10 3,000 vee 
1 151 7 3 739 27 252 aie 
15 705} 115] 4119) 6,261 808 61,759 oa 
47 737| 273| 410] 7,625] 2,177 58,684 | 6,000 
Fr * = 1 95) 7 220 ai 
229 | 75,620) 3,642 | 1,449 |253,542) 15,694 | 1,298,353 | 131,462 


The trade at each port is shown by the following table, giving the 
number and tonnage of vessels which entered and cleared from each 
port, and the value of their cargoes :— 


ENTERED. 
With Cargoes. In Ballast. Total. 
: = ¥ Amount 
Ports. a & a : a 5 Maine ot of 
3 g 3 g 3 2 Goods. | gneci 
gZ |Tons.| 5 @ |Tons.| 5 % | Tons 5 PECs: 
> iS) > iS) > iS) 
\ & & 
Tangier 355 | 44,056] 8,829 | 161 | 29,750/ 1,452 | 516] 73,806] 5,281} 331,331 | 107,400 
Tetuan 40 802, 181 | 157 1,405) 718 197 | 2,207 899 32,992 oe 
Laraiche o.| 46 1,449) 261] 90 6,259} 534| 1386] 7,708] 795 28,925 ie 
Rabat ... 38 9,358 533 8 1,423 86 46 | 10,781 619 83,403 1,000 
Daralbaida 48 20,208) 1,061 | 116 27,044) 1,402 164 | 47,252] 2,463 227,619 | 141,200 
Mazagan 94 41,570) 1,965 | 113 13,651] 878 207 | 55,221] 2,843 60,617 | 93,611 
Saffee... ...| 28 7,653} 466] 72 | 17,634| 764] 100] 25,287] 1,230] 36,761 | 10,000 
Mogador «| 47 | 19,563} 968] 38 | 11,781) 595 85 | 31,294) 1,563} 209,949 | 30,820 
Total +] 699 |144,659) 9,264 | 755 |108,897) 6,429 | 1,451 |253,556] 15,693 | 1,011,588 | 384,031 
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CLEARED. 
LM Lai 
With Cargoes. In Ballast. Total. 
= Amount 
Ports. a a i) Value of of 
1) w o 2 3 a Goods Specie. 
2 | Tons. 8 @ |Tons.| 6 @ |Tons.| 6 
a 16) ad 1S) a 'S) 
& £ 
Tangier «| 418] 34,892 222,457 | 69,180 
‘Tetuan wo P67 | 1,731 9,060 aoe 
Laraiche es} 134] 7,531 143,352 “a 
Rabat 3 Gl 7P sa08:|" 8.244 59,450 | 6,240 
Daralbaida ..| 113:| 26,222 267,654 | 36,400 
Mazagan ...|._ 194| 53,715 244,308 | 16,102 
Saffee ... das} LOD 25, 287 93,086 pin 
Mogador Fer 56 20, 300 253,986 3,540 
Total sea] 1,220 177,922 12,052 | 229 | 75,620] 3,642 | 1,449 }253,542| 15,694 | 1,293,353 | 131,462 


From the above table it will be observed that Tangier was the port 
where the largest amount of imports was landed, next to it was Daral- 
baida, and then Mogador. in exports the port of Daralbaida stood 
first, Mogador second, Mazagan third, and Tangier fourth. At 
Laraiche, where the trade was formerly of comparatively little import- 
ance, a large business was done in beans last year, and on account of 
the increased trade in grain at that port, several new stores are in 
course of construction. 

The following table shows the direct trade and indirect rice of 
British vessels at all the ports of Morocco -— 
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The total amounf of tonnage of British vessels that entered Moorish 
ports in 1875, as will be seen from the foregoing table, was 137,557. 
This exceeds by 6,075 tons the average amount of tonnage during the 
four years from 1871 to 1874, but falls short by 28, 101 tons of the 
tonnage of the year 1874. 


Iports. 


The imports into Morocco during the year 1875 will be seen in the 
following table :— 


Names of Articles. Quantity. Value. 

£ 
Alum Ee a ..| Cwt. ne at 270. 141 
Amber ne as es 7 ate a 6 8 
» beads hs Cases 4 3 650 
Bagging .. A ..| Bales Ar a 8 256 
Benzoin oh oe «| Cwt. in vs 310 1,828 
Books chy .. | Boxes 100 1,000 
Brassware as Casks ¥ 421 1,501 
Campeachy .. se .. | Cwt. AA me 316 316 
Candles ne ..| Boxes a sf 1,206 6,056 
Canvas oa ae ..| Bales a vs 86 3,005 
Caps, red. Bs .. | Dozen of af 437 £20 
Jarpets ce ze | Bales we ve 27 974 
Chemicals .. ie «| Barrela .. is 508 2,031 
Chinaware .. + -.| Boxes as as, 52 452 
Cloth i . ..| Bales ve “ 391 36,643 
Coals Pe ae eit POTS Ae oa 140 350 
Cochineal .. AP .. | Cw. ae val 239 2,773 
Coffee a ie =F fa ue re 2,383 10, "BBY 
Cofectionery 25 ..| Cases a Ae 95 850 
Copper “2 a wa] Cwt. ae a 316 2,024 
x wire, el ia at se 60 "480 
Coral .| Boxes ws <6 il 1,185 
Cotton goods, Manchester. ..| Bales ie well > 10,450 559,100 
fe French ..| Boxes a a 165 19,745 
Cotton, raw.. ‘ia .. | Cwt. we oe 842 5,689 
» thread a ..| Boxes, a ie Bie at 3,103 
ip YaRDia, Ae Ap x oe ae 162 7,350 
Crockery .. Ae * i ce A: 285 1,787 
Deal planks.. ae ..| Dozen te ne 3,091 8,041 
Drugs es ie A ree nia 4,722 
Dyes.. nd ae arg as a 728 
Earthenware fe ..| Boxes Be Py 340 2,504 
Fruit a ae Sf iss An 524 
Furniture .. ae + ais is 3,320 
Glassware .. ..| Boxes aA a 608 5,044 
Gold lace and thread ..| Cwt. ne x¢ 2 1,250 
Groceries .. Ay vs ts 2,649 
Gums Ms is ..| Cases Be = 121 360 
Hardware .. ..| Boxes 50 a 1,517 11,176 
Hides, Buenos Ayres .. | Cwt. Bo ae 1,550 6,000 
Iron . Pee ssl 4, di ..| 26,542 15,913 
Leather he ie ..| Packages .. a 83 363 
Linen manofacture.. «.| Boxes te oe 210 13,418 
Marble slabs Or: = aE He 428 479 
Matches .. ae Gross ; , 26,410 3,183 
Oils, olive, petroleum, &e., Barrels and ‘boxes. : 2,272 5,737 
Paint én 6 we bamrels= ae 204 324 
Paper, brown oe «.| Reams _.. ae 29,016 1,724 
» writing 56 is oe 5 2,236 1,819 
Perfumery .. ae +. | Cases A ae 55 190 


Silk, manufacture .. .. | Boxes RC ese 87 . 4,651 
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Names of Articles. Quantity. Value. 
£ 

Silk, raw .. fi sed Owte eo Pie) 1,037 55,466 
Spices a 55 he br we 5,278 
Steel.. mts Be ale eke A ae 2,229 2,470 
Sugar, brown <p es # 38 a8 4,009 6,216 

»  erushed es sal Pty ae oA 1,378 2.715 

ey ie gal See ee | eee 109,303 
Sulphur i Xe els ws a8 an 40 75 
Sundries .. ne 45 re a 12,035 
ea sis ot ae ..| Chests ne aS 5,630 42,400 
Ties BS ei ..| Boxes 56 5 483 1,676 
Tobacco me a ..| Bales a9 He 88 724 
Wine, spirits, and ale =e 40 ate 8,295 
Woollen manufactures ..| Boxes a ive 15 850 


The specie imported during the same year amounted to 276,63117. 

Although the value of imports in 1875 was not equal to that of the 
year 1874, the latter exceeding it by 36,012/., yet it was greatly in 
excess of the average of the five years from 1870 to 1874, the average 
of these five years being 839,239/., whereas, as is seen from the above 
table, the value of imports in 1875 amounted to 1,011,5882. 

Cotton goods, which in 1874 were imported to the value of 649,6711., 
were in 1875 imported only to the value of 578,8457. The falling off 
in this principal branch of trade was due rather to the markets haying 
been overstocked in 1874 than to any diminished demand. 

Silk, both manufactured and raw, was imported in smaller quantities 
in 1875 than in the year preceding it, the value of silk imported in 1875 
being 60,117/., and in 1874 68,0467. 

There was an increased consumption of tea, sugar, and coffee during 
the past year; this was especially the case as regards tea, the value of 
tea imported in 1874 being 30,224/., and in 1875 42,4007. 

The following table, presenting a summary of the quantity and 
value of the principal articles imported into Morocco from 1870 to 
1875 inclusive, may be useful for reference :— 
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Exports. 


The value of the exports in 1875 exceeded that of any former year 
with the exception of the year 1873. The chief articles of the export 
trade continue to be, as heretofore, almonds, beans, canary seed, goat 
skins, gums, hides, maize, oil, ostrich feathers, peas, slippers, wax, wool, 
and provisions for Gibraltar. 

The exports during the year 1875 were as follows :— 


Names of Articles. Quantity. 
Almonds .. ay --| Cwt. oe a 32,873 
Antimony .. as : - ee as 30 
Beans ae a --| Quarters .. s 229,059 
Biscuits me ee -. | Cwt. e os 90 
Bones : se ..| Tons o- je 1,015 
Canary seed.. - «| Cwt. oe P 16,385 
Caraway seed ap . B ai an 288 
Carpets ie -.| Bales re . 193 
Citrons ~~ ..| Casks ae . 172 
Crockery be ..| Cases es 122 
Cummin seed ae «» | Cwt. is 760 
Dates ° a . Me * . 3,569 
Dyes.. oe pik . 5 3 os 663 
Eggs.. a -.| Dozen oe oe 610,500 
Esparto grass sr -.| Cwt. 5 oe 13,641 
Fennel = a f 2 20 
Fenugreek seed .. 3 ~ . 280 
Fowls Ay «.| Dozen wis 3,643 
Fruits a na : — aa 
Fullers’ earth aes .»| Owt. 45 1,736 
Gingelly seed ve : » of 56 
‘Goat skins .. oe --| Dozen A 104,323 
Gold, Wangara... ..| Tins an . 3 
Gums = a.) Owt. 4 ne 7,668 
Hair, goats’.. as ee Pees : 1,512 

5) OMS aan . -.| Cwt. we 120 

i) SEER Gs F «s| Bales oe 16 
Henna a os | Cwt. ie 1,101 
Hides ee ‘i es ait 10,672 

» fresh.. = re ag 582 
Horns as <s oe . 
Leather aie a8 Bales - : 72 
Leeches sa. ot Number .. 17,400 
Lentils ate +-| Quarters .. 50 
Linseed “0 a Cwt. . 1,162 
Maize ie dia «.| Quarters .. 86,625 
Marjoram, wild .. ..| Cwt. ane ae 762 
Meat 4s ae IC. Mees Ae 4,845 
Millet ae : A aie 1,450 
Oil, olive a : ie ie 13,273 
Oranges S cs --| Number .. 1,481,000 
“Orchilla weed ae «.| Cwt. ee a 3 
Orris root .. we obtl) ahi93 oe a 588 
Ostrich feathers .. as _ =A aA 82 
Oxen.. ae +3 «-| Head x ots 8,452 
Peas, chick ..: ° .. -.| Quarters .. on 17,201 
Porcupine quills .. -.| Number .. «+}| 116,000 
Rags.. = ..| Cwt. 0 . 749 
Rope.. a ae -.| Bundles .. oie 11,454 
Rose leaves .. os «.| Cwt. ate oe 9 
Sesame seed... oe ee), Sey de eye: - %49 
Sheep skins.. ae +. | Dozen’... y 2,097 
Slippers .. ee «.| Pairs oe «./ 893,550 
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Names of Articles. Quantity. Value. 
Snuff. . + me -.| Jars A Ag 55 219 
Sundries .. ne B. ve ee 2,956 
Trays, brass.. ap ..| Boxes ae Ag 131 200 
Weaxins an ae e.| Cwt. ae ae 2,887 19,193 
Wool, in grease .. ar iretre oy) i 72,746 243,517 

»  Wagher =a gk ih 9,859 46,714 
Woollen stuffs an ..| Bales ee *c 389 9,945 


Specie amounting to 131,462/. was exported during the same year. 

Almonds.—The export of almonds was about equal to the average of 
the last four years; prices ruled rather above the average of the same 
years, viz., about 50s. the ewt. 

Beans.—The bean crop was a very heavy one; the quantity exported 
exceeded that of any former year excepting 1873, when as much as 
238,813 quarters were shipped to foreign countries. At the beginning 
of the season, that is to say, in June and July, prices were ruling cheap 
—about 26s., free on board, per quarter of 480 lbs., or, with cost freight 
and assurance, about 33s. From. August to end of year prices rose, 
and merchants were buying at about 31s. to 33s, free on board. At 
the present time there are still about 15,000 quarters of beans, either 
in store or on board ship, at Laraiche, and it is calculated there may be 
about 4,000 quarters at the other ports. 

Bird Seed.—Exports of bird seed were very small as compared with 
an average good year. For two years the crops have been small. At 
early part of the season prices ruled about 100s. per quarter of 464 lbs. ; 
later on, that is to say, from September, purchases were made at from 
150s. to 175s. per quarter, which prices could not have been remunera- 
tive. Sales in England were dull, with few buyers. 

Dates.—The date crops were good. Prices during last quarter of 
the year ranged from 60s. to 70s. per cwt., but since the commencement 
of the present year they have fallen to 32s. 

Goat Skins.—There was an active business done in goat skins, but 
as prices were low in France speculators suffered heayy losses. The 
‘best skins are those from Fez, which are larger than those of the other 
provinces, and command a higher price in France. 

Hides.—The mortality which occurred amongst horned cattle in the 
autumn of 1874 caused a large quantity of hides to be thrown into the 
markets, and shipments for Europe were made in considerable quantities. 
Prices ruled throughout the year at from 36s, to 40s. the cwt. 

Maize.—The crops of maize were not large, having suffered from the 
ravages of the locusts. Small quantities were exported to Portugal and 
the Canaries. Prices were low, about 26s. per quarter. 

- Oil.— Owing to the failure of the yield, only small shipments of oil 
were made. From January to June prices ruled at from 80s. to 33s. 
the ewt., but later, when the yieid was found to be very deficient, prices 
rose to 60s. and 70s. 

Wool.—F¥rom the port of Rabat large shipments of wool were made, 
principally for the United Kingdom. Wool commanded high prices 
for the English market. Wool in grease ruled at from 60s. to 70s. per 
ewt., but much that was shipped for France remains still unsold there, 
except that bought for account of manufacturers. 


472 
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CustToM-HOUSE RECEIPTS. 


The custom-house receipts at the different ports of Morocco during 
the year 1875 were as follows:— 


Dollars 
Tangier .. AG oe as An an : 221,662 
Metnam ... A Ae “$e we ae wae 13,012 
Laraiche.. oa ake Bs Nt a +s 99,515 
Rabat... Ot ar ae ae oe : 49,025 
Daralbaida is Si oie A << We 253,589 
Mazagan.. ats An ni a is 58 188,049 
Saffi A of we we wee oe aia 123,744 
Mogador... os 5c a9 va) fie Ne 162,982 

AGRICULTURE. 


The harvest of cereals was moderately good; that of beans, as I 
have pointed out before, was excellent. The price of wheat and barley 
was much lower than in the previous year. ‘The prospects throughout 
Moroceo are good for the present year. Rain has lately fallen in 
abundance, which gives hope that the ports may be again opened for 
the exportation of grain. 


Tangier, March 28, 1876. 
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DAR-AL-BAIDA. 


Report by Vice-Consul Lapeen on the Trade and Commerce of 
Dar-al-Baida for the Year 1875. 


On comparing the returns of last year with those of this, an un- 
precedented increase in the general trade of our port is noted; in the 
export we haye had the increase of the total crop of 1874, which was 
exported principally in the first months of this year, and which consisted 
in beans, check-pease, and maize, to which have also been added this 
year’s crop, making a total of these grains of— 


Articles. Quantities. Value. 

Quarters, & 
ieee 62,353 99,764 
Maize .. ae os 9,400 15,040 
Pease .. ae Shr: 8,910 24,493 
Totals. 80,663 135,297 


Grain in such quantities and of such value has never been exported 
from this port, and the shipments have almost wholly been to the 
United Kingdom. Over 20,000 quarters of export grain remain in 
stock for future shipments. In the result of our crops we have to 
regret for the last two years that both that of maize and pease have 
been much under average and rather poor ones; the shipments of these 
grains this year have been almost all directed for Spain, including the 
Canary Islands, which absorb a great share of our maize crops. The 
total value of exports during 1875 amounts to 804,054/. against 195,1577. 
last year, an increase of 108,897/., of which there are 97,0251. for Great 
Britain. 

The importation trade has had a continued impulse, and has 
increased to 386,819/., against 297,573. last year, and as the principal 
articles are to be found only in Great Britain, such as grey and 
bleached cottons and other manufactured goods, this brings the total 
of trade with those ports to 228,096/., against 167,3297. in last year, 
the increase being 607677. This part of our trade will continue fayour- 
able as long as the crops are good; the bulk of it is in the hands of 
native merchants who have agents for the purchase of their assortments 
in the principal manufacturing districts of the United Kingdom. 

In the shipping trade we have had the arrival of— 
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Number. Tons. (Crews. 
English steamers ceo ate mS 20 8,608 423 
French steamers av aye 28 11,600 638 
English sailing vessels... 4 59 12,738 571 
Foreign sailing vessels se 57 14,306 831 
Total .. as = 164 47,252 2,463 


a 


There results an increase in the number of ships by sixteen, and a 
decrease in the tonnage of 2,942 tons, last year’s returns showing 148 
ships with 50,194 tons. The British steam shipping has been reduced on 
account of the withdrawal from the trade of the Canary Islands and 
Morocco Steam Navigation Company (Limited), whilst the French 
steamers have had a new line started, which brings us in direct communi- 
cation with the northern ports of France, where the bulk of our greasy 
wool is sent, which by the opening of the new line is put in the hands 
of their manufacturers at a considerable reduction in expenses. 


December 31, 1875. 
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LARAICHE. 


Report by Vice-Consul Imossi on the Trade and Commerce of Larsiche 
Sor the Year 1875. 


Trapr anp ComMMERCE. 


THE imports at the port of Laraiche in the year 1875 exceeded 
those of the year 1874 by 8,3957. This excess appears to be due to 
large imports of brown cotton, coffee, sugar, and tea. 

The following table gives the value of imports at the port of 
Laraiche during the last five years :— 

£ 
1871 oe oe oe oe oe ee 7,843 
1872 ate eit ar de Re as 15,030 
1873 ee eo ae oe oe ‘e 41,400 
Re cai wel | emf ae wee) 90,880 
1875 oa ee ae oe ad ee 28,925 


The exports from the port of Laraiche during the year 1875 
exceeded those of the year 1874 by 41,;8887. This increase may be 
accounted for by the circumstance of the crops of beans having been in 
the year 1875 more abundant than in the previous year. emcee 

The following table exhibits the value of exports from the port of 
Laraiche during the last five years :— 


£ 
Reg. ty | me em, 60,808 
ee gs gee Topas 
ee oe eh 188,020 
Rs ae ce hae ROU MCL 
ka. Secu apne 


In the following statement it will be seen the difference in the total 
value of beans exported in the year 1874 and in the year 1875, before 
alluded to as the cause of the increase in the last-mentioned year :— 


Years. Quantities, Value. 
Quarters. £ 

1874 ve vie at 22,571 45,142 

1875 ee +n # 47,715 83,501 

Difference .. AG 25,144 88,359 


Much the greater part of the imporis in the year 1875 were from 
Great Britain and British colonies, the total value of which was 
25,8751.; the value from other countries being only 3,050/., 1s will be 
seen in the subjoined table :— 
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a a ES 


From 
Names of Articles. Great Britain Pin 
: é rance 
and Colonies. 
i £ £ 
Candles 4 6 rs 600 450 
Coffee .. ott ws SY? 1,265 ole 
Cottons, brown ite “ 10,800 Me 
Cink. ee a a 400 ay 
Lic ee hie oC ne 1,040 = 
Rum .. 50 fe Bs 250 AS 
Sugar .. 4S 32 5 8,840 2,600 
MGB sai oe te se 1,680 ae 
Timber or oe of 1,000 
Total .. id % 25,875 3,050 


Of the exports in the year 1875 the main portion was to Great 
Britain, the total value of which: was 97,484/., and that to.other 
countries 45,9182., as will be observed in the following statement :— 


nN 


To Great To 
Names of Articles. Britain and | To france. To Spain. 
Colonies. Portugal. 
£ £ £ £ 
Beans ss ry ie 72,301 r 5,075 6,125 
Bird seed .. ate Hi 15,088 i 2,400 896 
Dra... ate aN a 250 ay Se x0 
Hides ae ie AP 790 ae v0 200 
Millet se oe es 230 se a) os 
Peas 48 ae is 1,125 ae 600 750 
Serguina .. 36 hy: 150 ‘ia 13 oe 
Wool, washed 0 aa 1,192 a 
Wool in grease .. ie 7,500 28,680 Ve 
Total... as)) .O7,de4 29,872 8,075 | 7,971 


The greater part of the imports in 1875 were brought in British 
and Spanish vessels, as will be seen in the statement below :— 


Imports from | Imports from 
Nationality of Vessels. Foreign Great Britain 
Countries. and Colonies. 
£ £ 
British by vie a Ap 11,480 
Spanish .. se Be ac 9,015 
Portuguese... ae ais an 5,380 
French 58 oe a5 8,050 a 
otal aise ae 8,050 25,875 


SE SE SS ES ES SS 


The exports were shipped in British, French, Danish, Portuguese, 
and Spanish vessels, as will be noticed in the following statement :— 
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Exports to Exports to 
Nationality of Vesscls. Foreign Great Britain 
Countries. and Colonies. 
£ £ 

‘ British ‘ “ 45,560 
Danish 6 a 19,180 
Dutch ; a 3,000 
French 7 29,872 6,628 
German an 4,200 
Portuguese, . 8,075 12,215 
Spanish 7,971 6,651 
Total 45,918 97,434 


Surprinc awp NAVIGATION. 


In the following table the number of British vessels that entered 
into and cleared from the port of Laraiche during the year 1875 will 


be noticed :— 


Total Number of Vessels. 


Total Tonnage. 


With In With In 
Cargo. | Ballast. Total. Cargo. Ballast. Total. 
Entered 6 20 26 289 2,047 2,336 
Cleared 24 2 26 9,159 177 2,836 


The above return exhibits the direct trade in British vessels from 
and to Great Britain and British colonies, British vessels not having 
been engaged during the year 1875 in the indirect or carrying trade. 

I subjoin a return of foreign vessels that entered into and cleared 
from the port of Laraiche during the year 1875 :— : 


Entered. Cleared. 
Nationality of Vessels. 

Vessels. Tons, Vessels, Tons. 

Danish He 11 1,507 11 1,507 
Dutch 4 2 257 Q 257 
French .. aes A 5 631 5 631 
German .. : 3 358 3 858 
Portuguese o. ; 31 1,463 31 1,463 
Spanish .. ‘ 58 1,156 58 1,156 
Total .. 110 5,872 110 5,872 


By comparing the arrivals and departures of British vessels with 


those of foreign vessels, it will be observed that the number of British 
vessels which arrived was only about one-fourth as compared with the 
number of foreign vessels which entered the purt of Laraiche during 
the year 1875, whilst the aggregate amount of tonnage of foreign 
shipping exceeded that of British shipping by about four-sevenths. 

Jn the foregoing statement the coasting trade is not included; 
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moreover, there were no foreign vessels engaged in that service during 
the past year. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Wheat, barley, maize, beans, and peas are grown in the district of 
Laraiche, but the crops of the year 1875 were less than in the previous 
years on account of insufliciency of rains. 

Owing to the timely rains which fell in the district of Laraiche 
during the latter part of the year 1875, hopes are entertained that the 
crops of the ensuing year will be much more abundant than those of 
the past year. 

There are about 20,000 quarters of beans in stores at Laraiche for 
exportation, which will be shipped in the course of this and next month, 
the vessels which were chartered for that purpose not haying arrived in 
time to ship the grain before the expiration of the year 1875. 


FREIGHTS. 


The following are the monthly rates of freights on beans, peas, and 
ne per sailing vessels to the United Kingdom during the year 
1875 :— 


Per quarter of 480 Ibs. 

Bs 
January oe wv " ee ve on: OS 
February .. ae - as ee Pret iie 
March ws a ie + oon ee 
April as Py of ' 3 Ce Pc: 
May oe ee ee ee oe oo oe 4 6 
SUMNER ey cs “2 $s Bn as vin Ae 
July .. A me AO aia ae oa BAERS 
August oe oe ee oe oe oe 4 6 
September .. an Vs ar oir <a) One 
October a wt 7“ + iy 1 Ag Sas 
November ,. Sie as et is 7 oD ae 
December .. we “4 fh 30 ve. Oe 


PoruLATION oF LARAICHE. 


The population of the city of Laraiche may be computed at 5,000 
souls, divided into three sects—Christians, Mohammedans, and Jews— 
in about the following proportions :— 


Christians .. ais a “i An Bs 60 
Mohammedans .. oe os ae «. 8,940 
Jews % ee Sh ta we ae 2900 


Laraiche, January 1, 1876. 
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MAZAGAN, 


Report by Vice-Consul Redman on the Trade and Commerce of the Poré 
of Mazagan for the Year 1875. 


Tue trade at this port shows an improvement on that of the year 
1874, and the total value of the imports and exports during the year 
has been as follows :— 


Value of Value of 
Z Country. Imports. Exports. 
£ ns 
Great Britain .. 77,395 158,455 
Franee .. # 48,522 61,516 
Spain .. i 16,401 28,039 
Portugal... se 11,910 17,400 
Total ..| 154,228 260,410 
SHIPPING. 


The following is a statement of vessels of all nations that have 
entered and cleared the port of Mazagan for the year 1875 :— 


Arrivals. Departures. 
Nation. ae ae - 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
British .. oe 92 24,462 92 24,462 
French ., oe 54 24,258 54 24,258 
Spanish .. ab 29 1,856 29 1,856 
Portuguese oni 18 1,192 18 1,192 
Tialian .. aA yal 2,829 11 2,829 
Norwegian... 2 445 2 445 
Danish .. es 1 184 1 184 
Total er ae g 55,221 207 55,221 


The above statement is the aggregate amount of the tonnage that 
has entered the port of Mazagan for the present year, the which includes 
steam and sailing vessels, being as follows :— 


Number. Tonnage. 
Steamers (British) .. ze 38 17,005 
oe (French) .. oe 52 23,997 
Sailing Vessels .. e wd Wi 14,219 


Total .. a ar 207 55,221 
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The trade at this port for this year shows by its imports and exports 
a considerable increase over that of the previous one, the more so in 
the exports; that is owing to the crops of cereals of 1874 not having 
been shipped off until the spring of this year, when the prohibition of 
the export was removed. 

The crops of cereals this year in the districts of this port have not 
yielded generally so abundantly as expected, in consequence of a visitation 
of locusts that appeared late in the spring, when most of the late crops 
were destroyed, including maize that had been sown, toa very large 
extent. The earlier crops of wheat, barley, and beans, that had arrived 
at a state of maturity, were not affected by this visitation, and have 
yielded more than average crops, particularly the latter, which with the 
crop of 1874 of this pulse has been shipped off this season, and thus 
accounts for the excess in the export over that of previous years. 

Wools——The mortality, as stated in my last report as having 
attacked the horned cattle about this neighbourhood during the autumn 
of 1874, was found to have extended in some districts to the sheep, 
and the production of this staple has in consequence been checked, as 
the quantity exported at this port this year does not exceed that of 
1874, notwithstanding prices have ruled high, both at home and abroad. 
This year there has been no mortality with the cattle, and the growth 
of wool is reported of favourably. 

Cotton Goods.—Imports of all kinds have continued large through- 
out the year, particularly for manufactured kinds, and a market has 
been found for them at rates leaving a fair margin of profit to the im- 
porters. 

This branch of the commerce at this port is now annually on the 
increase, owing to the rapid communication with Europe by the regular 
established line of British and French steamers that ran to and fro on 
this coast, and the facilities offered at this port in the carrying out of 
their operations. This trade has now assumed some importance at this 
port, which is mainly to be attributed to the foregoing reasons and the 
prosperous condition of the people and their growing wealth from 
successive good harvests, and being less burdened by taxation and the 
heavy contributions that were continually imposed upon them. 

The prospects for the next harvest are at present good, abundant 
rains having fallen during the sowing season, and agricultural pursuits 
progressed favourably, since when fine mild weather has caused the 
early sown crops of wheat, barley, and beans to be well up and in an 
advanced state of growth. 


The general prospects for the commerce at this port for the ensuing 
year continue to be good. 


Mazagan, December 31, 1875. 
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Report by Consul Drummond- Hay on the Trade and Commerce of 
Mogador for the Year 1875. 


> 


Tue returns of the exports and imports of Mogador for the year 


1875 do not show an improvement in trade and commerce as compared 
with 1874. ; 


Exports. 


The export trade of Mogador has fallen off during the past year, in 
consequence of the failure of the olive crop and the scarcity of esparto 
grass, which are two of the most important products of this part of the 
country. — 

Olive Oil.—In 1874 the value of oil exported amounted to 88,2721., 
whereas last year’s returns show only 23,3087. The prospects for this 
year, also, are unsatisfactory as regards the olive crops, and it is not 
expected that there will be any improvement in this branch of the 
export trade. 

Esparto Grass——The quantity of esparto grass exported during 
1874 was more than doub!e that of last year; this markeil difference is 
attributable to the unusual dryness of the season; on the other hand, 
the scarcity of rain has been favourable to the gum trade. 

Two new items have been added to the list of exnorts in 1875, 
namely, orchilla weed and brass trays. 

Orchilla Weed, or Tsemgelt.—A. royal order was issued by the 
Sultan in the month ef September, permitting the exportation of this 
weed, which is required for dyeing purposes, but only an insignificant 
quantity has been exported. This is to be accounted for in a great 
measure by the fact that the order has not as yet been generally made 
known amongst the peasantry. In former years orchilla weed was 
exported in considerable quantities from this port. 

Yhe following table shows the decrease and increase in the value of 
the chief articles exported in 1874 and 1875 :— 


Articles. 1874, 1875. 
£ £ 
Almonds .,. wa a 69,000 70,795 
Esparto grass aie ve 7,478 8,222 
Goat skins .. ve a0 86,515 74,500 
Gums ie as re 19,302 83,226 
Olive oil .. at Xe 38,272 23,308 
Ostrich feathers .. a 23,200 27,500 
Wax, bees’ .. ri bd 6,800 4,944 


The amount of specie exported during 1875 was 3,540/. 
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Imports. 


The value of the imports during 1875 was reduced to a much lower 
rate by the small demand for cotton manufactures, the market of the 
city of Morocco being already overstocked with these goods. 

The remaining chief articles of the import trade do not present any 
appreciable increase or decrease when compared with the returns of 
1874, as is shown by the subjoined table :— 


Articles. 1874. 1875. 
£ £ 
Cloth ae a oe 3,160 4,538 
Cotton manufactures ae 155,870 123,408 
Hides ee ce si 10,200 6,000 
Sugar oe oe im 22,784 21,337 
US Ea armenia: 13,470 15,400 


The amount of specie imported during 1875 was 30,8201. 


EXCHANGE. 


The continual rise in the exchange of the dollar, caused chiefly by 
the great quantity of counterfeit copper coin issued from Soos, has had 
an injurious effect upon the trade of this port. It is generally reported 
here that the Moorish Government have invested in an European 
machine for the manufacture of copper coinage. If the report is well 
grounded, and a proper coinage issued by the Sultan, the present evil 
will be counteracted, and there will then be every hope of the dollar 
returning to.a reasonable and fixed rate of exchange. 


The following is a statement of the British and foreign shipping at 
Mogador during the year 1875 :— ~ 
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AGRICULTURE. 


The chief cereal grown in the neighbouring province of Haha is 
barley, which is peculiarly adapted to the stony and sandy soil of the 
country. The flour of the corn and an oil extracted from the nut of the 
argan tree, which grows wild throughout Haha and Soos, form the chief 
diet of the natives. Although the rains fell late last autumn, the 
farmers were enabled by the prolonged fine weather which followed to 
sow their seed, and they have now every prospect of a successful year. 


Mogador, January 30, 1876. 
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RABAT, 


Report by Vice-Consul Frost on the Trade and Oommerce of Rabat 
Sor the Year 1875, 
Surppine ann Nayycarton, 


Tur following table exhibits the nationality and tonnage of the 
vessels of all nations entered at this port during the year— 


Nationality. Vessels, Tons, 
British ., te ve 19 7,831 
French .. ts ae 8 2,110 
Portuguese me Sh il 615 
Spanish .. os a 8 225 

Total .. at 46 10,781 


These figures show an increase of five vessels and 2,200 tons over 
the return for 1874, and are the largest hitherto recorded in this Vice- 
Consulate. British shipping exhibits an augmentation of six vessels 
and 1,627 tons. The growth would have been yet larger, had the whole 
of the steamers calling off the bar been able to communicate; but it 
frequently happens that the surf on the bar (nearly dry at low water) 
prevents the cargo boats from going out of the port, in which case the 
vessels proceed to the next port on the coast (Dar-al-Baida) and there 
land the cargo destined for Rabat. Vessels thus arriving and failing to 
communicate are not entered on the register. A proposal is under 
- consideration to place a hulk outside the bar for the reception of cargo 
from the steamers and vice-versd, when communication from the shore 
is impossible. Should this project be carried out, it would immensely 
facilitate the commerce of this district, and Rabat would probably soon 
become the chief port in the empire. 


Imports. 


The total value of imported goods is 84,4037. There is an apparent 
falling off of over 30,0002. from the figure of 1874, which is solely 
attributable to the cause already. referred to, namely, the failure ot 
several steamers to land that portion of their cargoes destined for this 
port, and its consequent discharge at the neighbouring port of Dar-al- 
baida. Large quantities of goods have been thus over-carried during 
the year under review, and their cost considerably increased by the 
charges for overland transit. Asa fact, more cotton goods have been 
imported than in 1874, this branch of trade being in a very healthy 
condition and annually increasing. The description of goods imported 
continues the same as heretofore, British cotton manufactured goods 
largely preponderating. ‘Loaf-sugar has arrived much in excess of the 
year ists, the quantity and value for the two years being respectively, 
1,532 ewts., value 3,536/. and 2,890 cwts. value 6,033/. The direct 
import of this article from France has been favoured by the guaranteed 
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delivery on the spot by the French line of steamers, the company at 
Marseilles having despatched vessels occasionally during the summer 
season direct for Rabat. This is an instance of the rapidity with which 
the trade of this port would progress, were it possible, by means of a 
hulk or otherwise, to ensure delivery of goods here. 


EXPorts. 


The export trade is steadily improving, the total value, exclusive of 
specie, being 59,4502, against 52,871 in 1874. It will be observed on 
reference to the following table, containing the total sums of the more 
detailed return, that a very marked increase has taken place in the 
exports to Great Britain, which is the more satisfactory since it arises 
from no exceptional circumstances, and may, therefore, be taken as an 
indication of the steady and legitimate growth of the trade— 


Exports. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
© £ £ 
To Great Britain A ie = 37,177 36,233 45,457 
¥rance ote ae ae ae 6,098 16,638 13,489 
Spain as ue ne as es a3 229 
Coast of Morocco . 0 275 
Hotal--73 ee 43,275 52,871 59,450 


The shipments of sheep’s wool (the principal article of export) have 
been on an increased scale, the quantity being 18,802 ewts., of the value 
_of 49,933/., against 12,458 ewts., value 43,368/., in 1874, and 8,495 ewts., 
value 34,1112. in 1873. Three-fourths of the export of this staple has 
been destined for Great Britain, principally for Liverpool, for which 
port one steamer loaded a full cargo. Appended is a table showing the 
quantities, value, and destination of the total shipment, from which it 
will be seen that Great Britain has taken 25 per cent. more than in 
1874— 


To Great Britain. To France. 
Description. 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. | Value. 
Cwts. £ Owts. | £ 
Wool, in grease .. .. ..| 9,256 32,441 3,146 11,011 
» Washed e a Of 1,148 5,221 252 1,260 
Total .. ».| 10,404 37,662 8,398 12,271 


The export to Great Britain in 1874 was 7,714 ewts. value 26,9191. 
Very high prices continue to be paid for the English market, which 
buyers for France are unable to follow, the consequence of which has 
been that whereas formerly nearly the whole of the wool was shipped 
for France, now it is precisely the reverse, and England absorbs every 
year more of the product. The quality was inferior to previous years 
and the fleeces very heavily charged with dirt, of which grave complaints 
have reached the exporters, and difficulty experienced in the disposal in 
consequence. 
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Grain.—The quantities of beans and maize exported during 1875, 
are large for Rabat. One British vessel has taken a full cargo of these 
grains for England, the first operation of this kind for some years. A 
market being now found in this place for the sale, there is no doubt 
additional quantities of grain will be grown and brought into town 
by the farmers, and it may, therefore, be confidently hoped that this 
branch of trade will expand. 

Wild Marjoram.—This herb is found abundantly in this district, and 
during the last two years has been exported in increasing quantities to 
Spain, whence I am informed it is almost all re-exported to Cuba. It 
is worth 18s, to 1/. per ewt. in Cadiz, and is used for making “ aquadiente,” 
or brandy of an inferior description. 

Bones.—The export having been permitted by the Moorish Govern- 
ment for a period of six months, a considerable quantity has been 
collected and is ready for shipment by a Dutch vessel now off the 
port. 


Rabat, January 8, 1876. 
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SAFFI, 


Report by Vice-Consul Hunot on the Trade and Commerce of Safi 
for the Year 1875, ‘s 


THE accompanying returns of imports and exports show a slight 
decrease when compared with last and former years, The principal 
articles imported were Manchester manufactured cotton goods and 
refined French loaf sugar. Of the former there is a deficiency in value 
of 7,000/., caused principally by the chief shipping firms at Manchester 
curtailing their credit trausactions, 


Imports. 


During the former part of the year the trade done was of a ruinous 
character—cost price couid be barely realized,—but during the latter 
part of the summer the trade in cotton manufactures was both active 
and profitable. In sugar (refined) the consumption continues to 
increase, and the quantity imported exceeds that of last year by 
1,530 ewts., nearly all from French ports imported in English shipping. 


Exports. 


The principal articles exported were beans, washed wool, and maize; 
the two former to Great Britain, and the latter exclusively to Spain 
and Portugal. The total value differs but little from the exports of 
1874. There was a fall in the shipment of olive oil; whereas in 1874 
14,626 ewts. was shipped, this year’s returns only show a total of 
2,000 cwts., resulting from almost a complete failure of the crops 
of olives. Olive oil is now very scarce, and what little there is in the 
country sells at about 20/7. per tun over and above the current rate of 
the English markets. There is a considerable consumption of oil in 
this country, and it is very probable that importations from Europe 
will be resorted to before long to supply the uative demand. Argan oil 
will now be universally used in the place of olive, of which former there 
is an abundance this season produced southwards. 

There were 36,000 quarters of beans exported from this port last 
year, and from the favourable reports current at the beginning of the 
year it was supposed that double that quantity would be available for 
shipment; it was found, however, that the yield was deficient. 

Next season promises to be so far very favourable for agriculture, 
copious rains having fallen; and the Arab farmers, being encouraged 
by the high rates obtained for beans and maize during the past two 


years, have sown very extensively, neglecting to a great extent both 


wheat and barley, which, not being allowed to. be exported, do not 
pay the farmers so well. 


SHIPPING. 
The carrying trade has been done, as usual, in English vessels, of 
which 75, of the tonnage of 18,218 tons, entered and cleared. There 


were also 5,795 tons of French, 311 tons Danish, 700 tons Portuguese, 
and 83 tons Spanish shipping. 


Saffi, January 27, 1876. 


e 
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TANGIER, 


Report by Consul White on the Trade and Commerce of Tangier for tha 
Year 1875, 


Tue state of trade at Tangier during the year 1875 exhibits no 
striking features demanding particular attention, but it may be con- 
sidered as in every respect satisfactory. 

The tonnage of vessels that entered and cleared. from the port of 
Tangier was larger than that of any preceding year. 

The following table shows the nationality of the vessels which 
entered and cleared from this port during the year 1875, together with 
their numbers, tonnage, and value of their cargoes :— 


ENTERED. 
ee 
With Cargoes. In Ballast. Total. 
ie 
Nationality Value of ae 
of Vessels. 3 a a ra a % | Cargoes. Specie. 
a Zz E A E n " Ee 
a Tons. 2 ea Tons. 2 2 Tons. 2 
> 1.) - iS) > | o 
& £ 
British ...| 2831 | 21,069 | 2,036| 41 | 24,935 | 669| 272 | 46,004 | 2,705| 210,321 | 74,800 
Danish ees ferocr ys “8 ae 1 184 9 1 184 9 oad axe 
French _...|_ 59: |: 21,977 | 1,489] 8 2,150 | 1388] 67 | 24,127 |1,577| 115,215 | 32,600 
Italian cael ites =o 1 117 10 1 117 10 oe a6 
Norwegian ...| ... ras me 1 294 10 1 294 10 ns 
Portuguese ... 9 353 53] 25 464 143 | 34 817 196 1,295 
Spanish | 56 657 301 84 1,606 473) 140 2,263 774 4,500 
Total ...| 355 | 44,056 | 3,629| 161 | 29,750 | 1,452| 516 | 73,806 | 5,281] 331,331 | 107,400 
ee 
CLEARED. 
With Cargoes. In Ballast. Total. 
Nationality Value of 3 
of Vessels. | iS 3 z 3 g | Cargoes. Specie. 
@ | Tons 5 3 | Tons. | © # | Tons. | & 
> 1S) > 1S) > 1S) 
£ & 
British see] 200 17,386 | 1,854/ 40 28,618 851 | 272 46,004 | 2,705 | 126,340 | 54,860 
Danish ae oe 184 ne es Aa aa 1 184 9 528 ri 
French | 43 14,635 | 1,024) 25 9,800 578| 68 24,435 | 1.602 77,215 | 14,320 
Italian ite ess au isk sar waa vied al “5 a eee as 
Norwegian ... a 294 TON cd An 5 pee X 294 10 132 on 
Portuguese ...} 21 261 93} 12 493 96) 33 754 189 2,322 as 
Spanish «| 120 2,132 650} 20 131 124 | 140 2,263 774 15,920 mes 
Total _...| 418 | 34,892 | 3,640| 97 | 39,042 | 1,649| 515 | 73,934 | 5,289] 222,457 | 69,180 
| 


It appears from this table that British vessels furnished more than 
three-fifths of the total tonnage that entered the port. 

The British vessels which entered and cleared from Tangier engaged 
in the direct and indirect trade were as follows :— 
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The above return shows an increase of four vessels only as compared 
with those that entered Tangier in 1874, but an increase of 10,590 
tons. 


Imports. 


The value of imports during the past year was 331,331/., exclusive 
of specie, being less than that of the year preceding it by 21,2897. Of 
this decrease 8,1267. is accounted for in the item of cotton manufac- 
tured goods, the importation of which, though still considerable, was 
not equal to that of the year 1874. A slight decrease is also observ- 
able in the quantity of cloth, silk, and sugar imported, as compared 
with the year 1874. ( 

The subjoined table represents the value and quantity of all imports 
into the port of Tangier during the year 1875 :— 
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Tt will be seen from the foregoing table that the import trade of 
_ this port was divided during last year almost exclusively between Great 
Britain (including Gibraltar) and France, and that nearly two-thirds 
of the imports were from Great Britain. Spain and Portugal, the 
other importing countries, appear only for insignificant amounts. 


Exports. 


The exports during 1875 exceed in value those of 1874 by 11,8411, 
reaching the total of 222,457/., exclusive of specie. 

The articles which were more largely exported in 1875 than in the 
year preceding it are beans, of which only 158 quarters were exported 
in 1874, as compared with 1 ,165 quarters in 1875, bird-seed, oxen, 
slippers, and wool. On the other hand, there was a decreased exporta- 
tion of carpets, caraway-seed, hides, eggs, fowls, dates, goat-skins, 
leather, meat, wax, and woollen goods. 

The quantities and value of each article of export, and the countries 
to which each was exported, are shown in the following table :— 
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From the above table it appears that more than one-half of the 
total exports was shipped to Great Britain and Gibraltar, and that 
more than seven-ninths of the remainder was taken by France. 

The receipts of the custom-house during the year amounted to 
221,6624 dol., or about 45,2561. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Wheat and barley are the principal agricultural products of this 
consular district. Maize and beans are grown, but only in small quan- 
tities, and not for exportation. 

The crops of cereals during the past year were below the average 
owing to the deficiency of rain. From the same cause there was but 
little pasturage for cattle, and the cattle were lean and in poor condi- 
tion generally throughout the district. There has been of late years a 
great rise in the price of horned cattle, and prices continue to rise. 
Oxen which a few years since averaged 1/. 4s. per head, now sell at 22. 
to 27. 10s. This is to be accounted for partly by the general tendency 
of prices of all commodities to rise, and also by the greater number of 
oxen exported from the port of Tangier, owing to a late concession 
granted by the Sultan to the French Government to export annually 
6,000 head of oxen to Algeria. 

Locusts appeared in great numbers during the latter part of the 
month of April last and eat up all vegetables and green tender plants, 
but fortunately the wheat and barley crops were already gathered. 

There is every prospect of a good harvest for the present year. 
Rains have been abundant, and have fallen at intervals at due season. 
Unless there is another visitation of locusts, or some other unforeseen 
event to injure the crops, a plenteous harvest may be expected. 


Tangier, February 28, 1876. 
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NAVIGATORS’ ISLANDS. 


SAMOA. 


Report by Acting Consul Williams on the Trade of the Navigator's 
Islands for the Year 1875. 
TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


Tux trade at this port during the past year has not been so extensive 
as in 1874. 


SHIPPING AND CASUALTIES, 


The following will show the number of vessels and nationality 
which have visited this port during the past year, 1875 :— 


Nationality. Number. Tons. 
English .. ae ou 30 3,874 


HONE Se Blache. “4 
H.M.S. “ Barracouta.” 

United States of America ny: 13 2,013 
U.S.S. “ Tuscarora,” 
U.S.S. “Tuscarora.” 

German .. ae ae 54 QT ATT 
H.1.M.S. “ Gazelle. * 

French ship of War “ Vire.” 


Danish a 1 750 
Russian .. 50 5 50 2 1,550 
Tongan .. 45 we i 26 

Total .. ae 101 35,190 


The above shows an increase of 13,866 tons to the year 1874, on 
account of there being now in Samoa tvo large German houses, viz: 
Messrs. Godeffroy and Son, and Messrs. Ruge Hedemann and Co. 

The American yacht “ Peerless,’ was seized by the United States 
Consul for violating the neutrality laws of the United States, and 
sailing as an armed vessel under the flag of the United States. 

The natives thought that the said © Peerless”? was their property, 
given to them by Mr. Steinberger, the Premier, but his name did not 
show on her register, &e.; but in February, 1876, a mortgage over the 
“ Peerless” falls due for the amount of 8,500 dol., ’and which is payable 
to Mr. Alfred Poppe, agent for the firm of Messrs. J. C. Godeffroy and 
Son, by the said Steinberger, on payment of which he (Mr. Steinberger) 
was to become the registered owner. 

The “ Peerless ’’ is now in charge of the United States Consul. 

A suspicious looking vessel has been reported cruizing in these seas, 
description as follows: barque rigged, square stern, Nova Scotia clipper 
bow, double topsail yards, long topgallant masts, painted black outside 
and white inboard, about 600 tons burthen, iron gratings over her 
hatches, and. hoisted the Peruvian flag only at Savage Island. 
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Schmidt, master of the German schooner, “ Upola,” reports having 
seen her in the Haabai group on the 3rd of June, 1875. 

The British schooner, “ Rover,” left this port bound for Haabai, 
Friendly Islands, on the 19th of November, and has not since been 
heard of. 

The correct quantity of imports or exports cannot be obtained 
but I have made a list of what I should think a fair approximation. 

The merchants were afraid to import as much as they would wish 
to do, on account of the unsettled state of affairs in Samoa since the 
arrival of Mr. Steinberger. 


Imports. 
Articles. Quantity, Value. 

Dollars. 
Dry goods and fancy articles .. as nia ae 275,000 
Hardware a “is = se ide 15,150 
Spirits, wine, and beer aa ae ae Py “¥ 25,640 
Tobacco .. 2 is = ats © 13,650 
Groceries and provisions . hs ee ate ic 38,125 
Lumber and shingle ve ae ve a3 ci 51,387 
Ship chandlery .. af ee 13,525 
Copra from Friendly and Line Tslands. Tons 12,610 504,400 
Guano as Ar of ; te a3 1,200 120,000 
Beche demer .. me an "" 5 34 1,176 
Pearl shell.. vs as Pe oe fs 164 42,606 
Fungus... ve as va of b 2 : 400 
Shark fins.. le ee A: oe oe ais 85 
Specie ve te ite ese Pr An es 100,000 
Sundries .. A a oe ie aia * 5,000 
otal .. ° 1,206,038 

Exports 
Articles. Quantity. Value. 
Dollars. 
Copra we oi : a Tons 15,170 606,800 
Cocoa-nut oil ne de ag irs 20 2,000 
Sea Island cotton .. aC ats se Lbs. 150,000 227,000 
of bP BOOM P< aig Fr Si 5 600,000 80,000 
Pearl shell... an ae a «| Dong 16} 42,600 
Fungus .; a aia is ae se De oaths 400 
‘Guano by me : we a5 1,200 120,000 
Beche de Ey : ws an * “4 7 2,520 
Shark fins . re ae aie ree es ny 85 
Specie oa ae Pf be 4 He 75,000 
Dried Chile pepper i ote 50@ 
‘Cocoa-nuts . . an an ae 5 4a te 2,000 
Fruits TE ne Day a ai Le 150 
Curiosities and een ate cle an ns 420 
Manufactured articles, timber, ete. a 225,000 
Total .. or te af 5c 1,334,475 


AGRICULTURE. 


There having been a very dry season this year, the cotton picked 
was much more than last year. There is still a very poor chance of 
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much being planted in these islands, as the natives are far too lazy, and 
the difficulty of importing labour. 


INDUSTRIES. 


The oil factory started last year was burned down, it was a great 
loss to the owner. 

From what I could learn, the said factory was not a success. 

There has been too much excitement appointing officers, ete., for the 
present Government for the natives to do much in industry. 


REMARKS. 


On the 7th January, 1875, Malietoa Lanpessa, and Pulipuli, were 
enthroned kings, and at the request of the rulers another constitution 
was peaceably framed, differing from the former in the following 
respects, viz., that whereas the first consisted of seven (7) members of 
the Taimua, in conjunction with the representatives of the foreign 
powers (American, German, and English Consuls), the second com- 
prised the two kings before mentioned, and fourteen (14) members of 
the Taimua. 

Whilst some minor points in it were being discussed, and before it 
could be ratified, Mr. Steinberger arrived. 

Mr. Steinberger came in U.S.S. “Tuscarora,” arriving in this port 
on the 1st April last. On the 22nd April, Captain Keben and Mr. Stein- 
berger met the rulers and natives of Samoa as was reported to receive a 
. large present. 

At that meeting Mr. Steinberger and Captain Eeben read addresses, 
and also a private letter from President Grant, stating only, that he 
sent Mr. Steinberger to assist them, and as the foreign consuls were not 
invited to attend, I am unable to give further particulars. 

Mr. Steinberger at the same meeting presented to the natives, one 
Gatling gun, two brass twelve-pounder guns, one iron Parrot six-pounder 
gun, one brass six-pounder gun, 100 rifles, one travelling forge, and 
accoutrements, a quantity of shrapnel balls, and powder, leading the 
uatives to believe these were presents from the United States Govern- 
inient to them, but no document has been produced to either foreigners or 
natives to show that they were so given by the United States 
(tovernment. 

On the 24th April, the new Samoan flag was hoisted at Mulinum, 
which was saluted with twenty-one guns from the U.S.S. “ Tuscarora. 
Said flag is four red and three white stripes field, upper canton, blue 
with white star. The stripes represent the seven islands forming this. 
group. 

‘ On May 22nd, Malietoa Lanpessa, was proclaimed king of Samoa 
by the Taimua and rulers. A salute of twenty-one guns was fired from 
the U.S.S. “ Tuscarora”’ in honour of the king. 

On July 14, 1875, Mr. A. B. Steinberger was appointed premier of 
the Samoan Government, not for life as is reported, but as long as he 
adheres to the constitution and laws. 

Certain laws were passed by the Samoans, viz., License Law, 
Marriage Law, Duty on Spirits Law, Internal Police Law. 

The above documents were received on the 6th December in this. 
Consulate, the first intimation the American and English consuls haye 
had of any such laws. They had been sent to Mr. Soppe, acting German 
consul, for his sanction before the passing, as the premier,(Mr. A. B. 
Steinberger), wished to make some arrangement regarding tie copra, 
and all produce, that would be paid for fines, taxes, &c. ; 
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On the 12th December, H.B.M.S. “ Barracouta” arrived in this 
port when certain false reports were circulated with evident intention 
of prejudicing the natives against Captain Stevens and of misrepresent- 
ing the object of the visit of H.B.M.S. “ Barracouta” to this port. The 
reports were to the effect that the British Government has tyrannized 
over, and enslaved the people of Fiji, and has confiscated their lands, 
also that Captain Stevens had come here for the purpose of hoisting the 
flag of Great Britain on these islands. ; 

I have every reason to believe that these false and scandalous reports 
originate with Mr. A. B. Steinberger. 

Captain Stevens and myself issued a joint proclamation stating the 
above reports were false. 

On the 21st December, when out riding with Captain Stevens, one 
of his officers, and an English gentleman, on a public road, the bridles 
of our horses were suddenly seized by two sentries who approached 
from the bush. We immediately stopped our horses and requested that 
an officer be sent for. 

After waiting for about half an hour, one Mr. Latrobe, said to be an 
American citizen, with a sword on and in military equipment appeared. 
Captain Stevens expressed a wish to proceed, stating he had been 
stopped. Mr. Latrobe replied that he would not allow us to pass, 
saying also “ We have a Camp of Instruction here.’ We then turned 
round and retraced our steps. 

We found after that the guns given by Mr. Steinberger to the 
natives had been taken away from Mulinum, as he (Mr. Steinberger), 
had been telling the Samoan Government “that they (the guns) would 
be seized like the sckooner Peerless was.’ It was also reported that 
we had gone to see what force was wanted to seize their guns. 

On the 24th December, an interview was arranged by his Majesty, 
Malietoa, to set forth the claims and complaints of British subjects 
which had been reported to Captain Stevens by myself. At the meet- 
ing it was clearly proved to the natives that Mr. A. B. Steinberger had 
no credential of any kind to prove what he had been telling the poor 
- natives. They are too frightened to do anything, thinking they will 
have to pay for the guns, etc., given. 


Apia, Upolu, Samoa, January, 1, 1876, 
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NETHERLANDS. 


AMSTERDAM. 


Report by Consul Newnham on the Trade and Navigation of the 
Netherlands for the Year 1875. 


Lixr the preceding year, 1875 was in general very unsatisfactory 
with regard to commercial transactions. Trade languished, and specu- 
lation was for the most part a failure; at the same time, the price of 
several articles fell considerably. and excepting tobacco, everything felt 
the influence of the general depression. 


SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION. 


CoMPARATIVE Statement of the Arrivals and Departures of Netherlands 
and Foreign Vessels at Amsterdam during the Years 1871, 1872, 
1878, 1874, and 1875, distinguishing Sailing Vessels from Steamers 


a. 


ARRIVALS. 
1871. 
Sailing Vessels. Steamers. Totals. 
Nationality. cd 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
Netherlands ..| 472 | 142,159 186 69,332 658 | 211,491 
Foreign.. ..| 749 | 227,057 213 88,764 962 | 315,821 
Total sot aah 369,216 399 158,096 1,620 527,312 
1872. 
Sailing Vessels. Steamers. Totals. 
Nationality. 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 


———— 


Netherlands. .. 419 183,936 192 82,193 611 216,129 


Foreign... 5386 | 186,130 182 | 69,011 | 718 | 255,141 
Total ..| 955 | 320,066 374 | 151,204 | 1,829 | 471,270 
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1878. 
ES 
; Sailing Vessels. Steamers. Totals. 
Nationality. 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
Netherlands an 123,396 191 87,564 593 210,960 
Foreign... Sh 163,568 207 95,524 690 259,092 
Total - 286,964 398 183,088 1,283 470,052 
a 
1874. 
| ene 
Sailing Vessels. Steamers. Totals. 
Nationality. 
Vessels, Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels, Tons. 
Netherlands 881 123,911 194 101,144 575 225,055 
Foreign .. 495 | 163,479 239 | 100,263 734 | 263,742 
Total a5 876 287,890 433 201,407 1,309 488,797 
1875. 
Sailing Vessels. Steamers, Totals. 
Nationality. 
Vessels. Tons. | Vessels. Tons. | Vessels. Tons. 
“Netherlands ..| 309 | 110,574 | 176 | 99,207 | 485 | 209,871 
Foreign,. 366 124,657 2038 80,506 569 205,168 
Total 4 675 235,231 3879 179,808 1,054 415,934 
DEPARTURES. 
1871. 
Sailing Vessels. Steamers. Totals. 
Nationality. 
Vessels. Tons. | Vessels. Tons. | Vessels. Tons. 
Netherlands 522 150,693 180 68,799 702 | 219,492 
Foreign .. 808 238,269 210 88,970 1,018 327,239 
Total +e | 1880 388,962 890 157,769 1,720 546,781 


———— al 
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1872. 
1 SS RSE A 
Sailing Vessels. Steamers. Totals. 
Nationality. 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. | Vessels, Tons. 
Netherlands 447 132,459 192 81,904 639 214,363 
Foreign .. 597 191,806 180 67,763 777 259,069 
Total 1,044 323,765 372 149,667 1,416 473,432 
1873. 
Sailing Vessels. Steamers. Totals. 
Nationality. 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
Netherlands .. 434 188,918 180 81,112 614 215,030 
Foreign.. 520 | 167,599 206 95,482 726 | 263,081 
Total 954 301,517 386 176,594 1,340 478,111 
1874. 
Sailing Vessels. Steamers. Totals. - 
Nationality.. 
Vessels, Tons. Vessels, Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
Netherlands 406 127,324 198 97,721 599 225,045 
Foreign .. 516 168,830 240 101,187 756 269,967 
Total 922 296,154 433 198,858 1,355 495,012 


ee a 


1875. 


In consequence of the abolition of light and beacon dues in this country since 
ist July, 1875, the usual information as to the departures of vessels cannot be sup- 
plied until the publication of the Government statistics in November or December. 


AMSTERDAM. 
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CoMPARATIVE Statement of the Arrivals of Netherlands and Foreign 
Steamers at Amsterdam during the Years 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 


and 1875, showing the Countries whence they came. 


1871. 
Netherlands. Foreign. Totals. 
Coming from 4 = i. 
cc cs cs 
a Tons. a Tons a Tons. 
oO Oo oO 
> a > 
Great Britain .. 2 782 150 53,451 152 54,233 
Prussia. . rs eal 46 18,516 20 10,569 66 29,085 
Hamburgh 63 21.437 ic rf 63 21,437 
France .. ii 19 5,763 4 2,376 23 8,189 
Mediterranean 14 8,622 1 770 15 9,392 
Russia .. < rah 1S 8,772 14 7,079 32 15,851 
Sweden and Norway .. 1 441 6 1,532 7 1,973 
Denmark 5 1,618 1 132 6 1,759 
Bremen 17 2,822 ae 17 2,822 
Danube “a Ae 16 11,964 16 11,964 
Belgium 1 559 bs 1 559 
Spain .. io a we F 
Portugal mc ar se x . 
Austria a 1 891 1 891 
Turkey. . ; aa : | ee ne A 
British India . Be % aa 
Java and Sumatra ; 
Coasting : 
Tolal ..| 186 69,332 213 | 88,764 399 158,096 
1872. 
Netherlands. Foreign. Totals. 
Coming from 3 3 3 
a Tons a Tons. a Tons. 
ovo o o 
aa > = 
Great Britain.. 4 1,473 | 152 55,509 | 156 56,982 
Prussia. . ae 54 21,473 3 1,480 57 22,9538 
Hamburgh .. 64 22,478 : hia 64 22,478 
France.. - Brel) 2 6,268 ‘ 7 22 6,268 
Mediterranean eel 1S 8,543 “ 15 8,548 
Russia .. ar to 8 4,839 9 5,566 i ( 9,905 
Sweden and Norway .. 5 1,989 14 8,428 19 5,417 
Denmark “E = 2 584 oy. SS 2 584 
Bremen ce 6 1,407 AP es 6 1,407 
Danube ; Ne 1 516 1 755 2 1,271 
Belgium ts Sie 1 143 ee ne 1 143 
Spain .. nO ell ors ee ° or oe eo 
Portugal tela Ma 1 253 1 258 
Austria, . ae che te 23 a ie 
Turkey. . i i 2 1,124 ae 2 1,124 
British India .. Peay fei aes 2 2,020 2 2,020 
Java and Sumatra A 5 10,699 ad 5 10,699 
Coasting om na 3 1,157 oF: 3 1,157 
Total .. 192 374 151,204 


82,198 Age | 69,011 


1,399 
34,258 
782 
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1873. 
ponithuain 
Netherlands. Foreign. 
Coming from : : 
ot iti 
D o 
Z Tons. ra Tons. 
e a 
Great Britain .. ne 2 660 | 130 51,068 
Prussia , 36 15,898 18 9,164 
Hamburgh 60 21,275 5 1,750 
France .. AP 35 9,855 ae ae 
Mediterranean 13 6,802 is By 
Russia .. oe peed eek 10,200 14 8,107 
Sweden and Norway .. 1 471 22 5,802 
Denmark oc 1 254 56 “ 
Bremen 9 2,268 ay ae 
Danube ve +3 2 1,364 
Belgium os aes ae ag 
Spain .. 2 1,179 2 5387 
Portugal Ae 5s aia 
Austria we , oe ™ 
Turkey < 3 si ee a 
British India .. Se Ee 1 1,399 
Java and Sumatra .. 9 18,093 12 16,165 
Coasting 2 614 1 168 
Total 191 87,564 | 207 95,524 


898 


183,088 


Netherlands. Foreign. 
Coming from " m 
> es) 
a Tons, a Tons. 
o o 
> a 
Great Britain .. a 3 1,754 | 140 48,684 
Prussia as 45 18,584 22 10,496 
Hamburgh 55 17,775 2 700 
France .. a 24 7,265 i ‘ 
Mediterranean 10 6,172 a o 
Russia .. an ae ao 13,861 87 21,622 
Sweden and Norway ..| .. 7 27 6,777 
Denmark ‘ 1 172 2 241 
Bremen fe 7 L577 — fl 265 
Danube : e wh 2 1,215 
Belgium oy oe oe on ee or 
Spain .. fe O 1 516 1 256 
Portugal ar ar aA is x 
Austria... : oe a. a 
Turkey, . oe 1 563 ar 
British India .. se ais us ae 
Java and Sumatra 18 82,905 5 10,007 
Coasting we on z “fs ite 
Total .. 194 101,144 | 239 100,263 


Totals. 
Z Tons 
o 
= 
143 | 650,488 
67 | 29,080 
57 18,475 
94 7,265 
10 6,172 
66 35,483 
27 6,777 
3 413 
8 1,842 
2 1,215 
9 “772 
“a “563 
23 -| 42,912 
433 | 201,407 


eS 


- 


Coming from 


Great Britain .. 
Prussia. . 
Hamburgh 
France ., 7 
Mediterranean. . 
Russia . 

Sweden and Norway «. 
Denmark “e 
Bremen Re 
Danube 5 
en 


Beeeased 
Austria. . 

Turkey.. ara 
British India .. 
Java and Sumatra 
Coasting - 


Total .. 


Comparative Statement of the Departures of Netherlands 


AMSTERDAM, 
1875. 
Netherlands. Foreign. 
a a 
o o 
4B Tons a Tons 
Oo oO 
> > 
4 3,067 | 143 53,954 
49 19,929 10 5,047 
55 10,620, 7 .. £3 
23 9,117 2 470 
3 1,612 Hf: oF 
12 6,741 18 7,346 
3 1,173 25 7,298 
2 639 ute = 
4 1,741 4 856 
Ph : 2 1,881 
1 267 1 429 
1 267 2 1,281. 
17 | 35,917 | 1 1,944 
2 3808 ae 
176 99,207 203 80,506 
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Totals. 
a 
vo 
a Tons 
red 
S 
147 57,021 
59 24,976 
55 18,519 
25 9,587 
3 1,612 
25 14,087 
28 8,471 
2 639 
8 2,597 
2 1,881 
2 696 
3 1,548 
18 87,861 
4 808 
379 | 179,803 
and 


Foreign Steamers from Amsterdam during the Years 1871, 19872, 
1873, 1874, and 1875, showing the Countries whither they were 


bound. 
1871. 
Netherlands. Foreign. Totals. 
Bound to F . , 
a A Aes 
o oO o 
a Tons Pa Tons ZB Tons. 
o o oO 
e > > 
Great Britain .. me an 190 81,759 190 81,759 
Prussia,. |  .. «..| 54 | 21,926 6 1,618 |- 60 23,544 
Hamburgh .. el, 62 20,983 1 97 63 21,080 
France .. an mat 18 6,365 ne , 18 6,365 
Mediterranean pa LG 10,636 a . 16 10,636 
A re ae es 5,168 wn . 12 5,168 
Sweden and Norway .. vy: 599 9 3,138 1 3,737 
Denmark... Sa 616 1 415 2 1,031 
Bremen st ate 4 2,311 re wx 14 2,311 
1D) eee aa Be Mae oe 1 736 i "736 
Belgium fo Hod (eaarie ve 2 1,207 2 1,207 
~ Java and Sumatra af nD A ate ; ie 
Portugal Ae a i : ee ; 
ae ee - er NSS an : 
Austria we oe ee we ee se oe 
Coasting an 1 195 a : 1 195 
Total .. ..| 180 68,799 | 210 88,970 | 390 157,769 
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1872. 
Netherlands. Foreign. Totals. 
Bound to ; fs 4 
fa ra ee 
B Tons 2 Tons. Z Tons. 
o Oo o 
> > > 
Great Britain . 3 1,716 | 160 62,194 | 163 63,910 
Prussia. . 47 18,578 2 451 49 19,929 
Hamburgh 65 22,617 af ee 65 22,617 
France. - 23 6,125 1 459 24 6,584 
Mediterranean — 19 10,461 ae ie 19 10,461 
Russia . 3 5,805 * AY 138 5,805 
Sweden and Norway . 4 1,125 15 3,952 19 5,077 
Denmark 7 2,529 Fe 3b 7 2,529 
Bremen 3 693 2 707 5 1,400 
Italy 1 516 ae on 1 516 
Belgium ae Hs ea ae ve 
Java and Sumatra 5 10,099 5 10,099 
Portugal 1 441 1 441 
Turkey. - 1 1,199 1 1,199 
Spain . “2 : sie An 
Austria a 
Coasting : 
Total 192 | 81,904 | 180 67,763 | 872 | 149,667 
1873. 
Netherlands. Foreign. Totals. 
Bound to : : 3 
ao} a ras 
Oo o o 
a Tons a Tons. B Tons. 
o o vc 
> > > 
Great Britain .. aS 3 1,379 . | 174 84,270 | 174 85,649 
Prussia. . calle, Oo 12,718 1 449 33 13,167 
Hamburgh 55 18,344 5 1,750 60 20,094 
France.. a 32 8,988 A Ag 32 8,988 
Mediterranean 10 6,030 4G & 10 6,030 
Russia . 17 8,042 4 1,887 21 9,929 
Sweden and Norw ay . 3 1,471 25 7,126 28 8,597 
Denmark 8 8,577 ie - 8 8,577 
Bremen 9 2,077 ‘ i 9 2,077 
Italy 3S x ee 5 an an 
Belgium ao ava ee : aS cf 
Java and Sumatra 8 16,264 4° .. 43 8 16,264 
Portugal AQ . as AD sie oe is au 
Turkey re 2 1,659 a Cr 2 1,659 
Spain .. s it 563 oe ee 1 568 
Austria ee oo ee ee eo oo fae ee 
Coasting ie of aon . fc a *y 
Total .. «.| 180 81,112 | 206 95,482 | 386 176,594 
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1874. 
Netherlands, Foreign. Totals. 
Bound to 

Pn ee 

A Tons. Z Tons. A Tons. 

o o o 

> a > 
Great Britain .. He 9 8,457 184 80,243 193 88,700 
Prussia. . ee at 4d 18,860 | 10 3,909 | 54 22,769 
Hamburgh .,. vet|t 6 18,208 3 795 59 19,003 
France .. Ke 2) (iy 7,606 y 1,150 26 8,756 
Mediterranean as 8 5,115 = ds 8 5,115 
Russia .. oe saat bie 0, 12,181 2 896 29 13,077 
Sweden and Norway ..| .. BS 36 9,946 36 9,946 
Denmark we Pi 2 344 Ar re 2 344 
Bremen ue 5 6 1,371 1 310 7 1,681 
Italy: .. ie A eats “ ae ve r Ue 
Belgium Peslbhite dj fe y :. a 
Javaand Sumatra ..| 11 21,149 2 8,888 13 25,037 
Portugal ne 1 441 Pe pox ; 1 441 
Turkey ae of 8 2,513 pe re 3 2,613 
Spain .. 1 516 1 516 
Austria ve ie a 960 1 960 
Coasting r a ee é 

Total .. «| 198 97,721 240 101,137 433 198,858 


perenne SS Pe 


1875. 


In consequence of the abolition of light and beacon dues in this country since 
1st July, 1875, the usual information as to the departures of vessels cannot be sup- 
plied until the publication of the Government statistics in November or December, 


From the foregoing statements it is evident that, compared with 
1874, there was a remarkable diminution in the number and tonnage of 
both Dutch and foreign -sailing vessels as well as steamers that entered 
at this port. This decrease was especially notable in the arrivals from 
Prussia, Russia, Norway, the Mediterranean, United States of America, 
and Dutch Guiana; whilst on the other hand there was an increase in 
the arrivals from Great Britain, the Danubian Principalities, and 
British India. 

There were no arrivals from Japan or from the British West Indies, 
but on the other hand ships entered at this port from Belgium, Haiti, 
British America, and the Antilles, from which no vessels came in 
1874. 

Twelve sailing vessels and four steamers under foreign flag arrived 
from Jaya and Sumatra less than in 1874, whereas there was an increase 
of six vessels in the arrivals from those islands under Netherlands flag. 

The total number of vessels belonging to the port of Amsterdam on 
the 31st December, 1875, was as follows :— 


Number. Tonnage. 
Sailing vessels ce o? Se 166 88,985 
Steamers a fia BC ee 49 64,462 
Total .. oe ce 215 153,447 
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that is, thirteen vessels and 2,763 tons less than at the same period in 
the previous year. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


The following details relate to the imports, exports, and fluctuations 
of the most important articles of commerce during the year 1875. 

Coffee.—Although there was not so much fluctuation in this article 
as in 1874, yet periods of briskness and calm succeeded each other 
throughout the year. The year opened at 56 c. per half kilo.* 
for good ordinary, and prices gradually fell to 525 c. in March to rise 
to 614 e. in September, after which they again came down to 58$ ¢. in 
December. The very animated sale from the beginning of the year up 
to July accounted for the rise. In July and August especially an 
active business and universal confidence prevailed, and. although 
deliveries were not so favourable after the August sales, yet the result 
of the September auction confirmed and even exceeded the prices then 
quoted. . After the last-mentioned auction, however, confidence began 
to diminish. It is true that small crops were anticipated, but the dis- 
posable stock in Europe continued to increase, and daily additions at 
Rio de Janeiro from the interior caused doubts to arise as to the truth 
of the report that after the important Rio harvest in 1874 the present 
season would produce a deficit. Added to this financial difficulties 
arose, especially in Germany, and the October sales went off at from 
14. ¢. to 2 ¢ for green, and from 4 c. to 5 ¢. for white and yellow coffee, 
below September prices. The expectation that this fall would bring 
about a reaction was not realized, for at the November sales: prices: 
again went down, and although there was a slight improvement in the 
early part of September, business languished up to the close-of the 
year. It appears, however, that the Java crop was small, and that of 
Ceylon middling, but the stock on hand at the end of December was 
considerable, and equivalent to the reported deficiencies in both places. , 


* 60 ¢, are equivalent to 1s., and 100 ¢.,(a florin or guilder) to 1s. 8d. sterling. 
A kilo., or Netherlands pound, is equivalent to 2 Ibs. 8 oz. avoirdupois, 
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Tea.—Business in China tea was again limited to sales for consump- 
tion. Though the imports were less than in 1874, yet they were sufli- 
cient to meet the demand, as Java tea was more in request. All the 
Java tea that was brought to market in February, March, and May 
was immediately sold, and as regards black tea at very advantageous 
prices for importers. What was offered in July was not entirely dis- 
posed of, partly on account of its inferior quality, and partly through 
the large imports, as well as in consequence of the too short intervals 
between the sales and the reluctance holders manifested to sell at 
reduced prices. The sales in October for the greater part went off 
well, particularly the black teas, which produced a higher figure through 
their superior quality; the green sorts, however, went lower. The 
stock at the end of the year, especially of Java, was considerable. 


CoMPARATIVE Statement of the Imports of Tea during the last 
Five Years. 


Qualities. 1871. 1872. 1873. 1874, 1875, 
3-Chests. | 4-Chests. | 4-Chests. | 4-Chests. | 4-Chests. 
Chinatea ..  ..{| 18,204 24,649 16,265 21,178 18,235 
Fie eich es KEIR 46,432 43,620 51,985 81,133 
Japan ,, “ih ee Rs tr ig im 


Total .. ..| 53,338 71,081 59,885 73,168 99,368 


Sugav.—On the whole the expectations of merchants, manufacturers 
and refiners have in no way been realized. The imports of colonial 
sugar were far below those of 1874. This was especially the case with 
Java produce, the consumption of which, owing to the introduction of 
free trade and the abolition of differential duties, is from year to year 
increasing throughout the whole world. The exports from Java to 
North America in 1874 were considerable, and in 1875 they were very 
nearly as large to Polynesia; whilst a number of cargoes destined for 
Europe call for orders at ports in the English Channel, so that consign- 
ments to this country are to be obtained only at a price at least equal to 
what is paid in England; but generally speaking refiners here were 
powerless in consequence of the dull state of the market for refined, 
and they had to compete continually with French and Austrian esta- 
blishments enjoying powerful protection, the results of which are plainly 
shown by the decline of exports of refined sugar from the Netherlands 
to Great Britain and Italy, and besides, the spirit of enterprize was 
not encouraged by any chance of profit, for during some years past the 
quotations in Java have invariably produced a loss on realization m 
Holland. 

The favourable crops in most of the colonies, as well as those of beet- 
root, contributed continually to reduce prices, and at last prevented all 
chance of improvement, so that during the last months of the year the 
market was influenced only by demands for consumption, and pur- 
chasers found it advantageous to buy from day to day. Hyen the 
enormous increase in the consumption, and the remarkable diminution 
of the stock on hand in various markets, were not able to awaken a 
spirit of speculation through the confidence that seemed to prevail, that 
future crops, both colonial and beetroot, would easily supply what was 
wanting, and a low market was the natural consequence. 

From January to August the fluctuations were of but little import- 
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ance, At one period prices rose through alarming news concerning the 
Cuba crop, tater by the high rate of exchange on England, and by 
large deliveries in this country ; but every time the retrogressive move- 
ment regained its influence until after September, when the sale of a 
very abundant crop of beetroot caused a heavy fall, which continued up 
to the end of the year. Java sugar was not so much affected, as the 
limited stock was required to supply the wants of refiners, and no float- 
ing cargoes had been brought to market. 

Besides what has been already stated, the unsatisfactory course of 
business during the year was augmented by fresh inconveniences and 
serious difficulties caused by the Legislature in various countries. In 
the month of May, European refiners were surprised by an increased 
extension of the protection granted to refiners in the United States, 
where a high drawback, afterwards somewhat lessened, was introduced. 
In consequence of this measure 19,000,000 kilos. of refined sugar were 
exported from the States to the detriment of European refiners; added 
to this, the uncertainty as to whether the Dutch Legislative Assembly 
would sanction the new convention between England, France, Belgium, 
and the Nethorlands fettered refiners in their usual time purchases. 

Molasses.—The imports were insignificant, chiefly in consequence of 
the continued high rate of duty, viz., 6 fl. per 100 kilos. From Surinam 
there arrived only 360 casks, and the price varied from 22 fl. to 265 fl. 
From Cuba were imported 300 casks, which were only partly disposed 
of at 24 fl. From Demerara came 700 casks, which were easily sold at 
from 26 fl. to 264 fl. per 100 kilos. 


Comparative Statement of the Imports of Raw and the Exports of 
Raw and Refined Sugar during the last Five Years. 


1871. 1872. 1873. 1874, 1875. 


N. Pounds. | N. Pounds, | N. Pounds. | N. Pounds. | N. Pounds. 

Imports, raw ... one As «| 105,900,000 | 100,500,000 | 89,300,000 | 87,400,000 | 62,700,000 
Exports, ,, ... oie fon +..| 24,997,000 | 19,944,000 | 27,877,000 | 26,602,000 | 17,556,000 
4% refined tas ...| 105,878,400 | 100,238,500 | 87,131,000 | 83,053,000 | 76,778,400 


Comparative Statement of the Qualities and Quantities of Refined 
Sugar exported during the last Five Years. 


Qualities. 1871. 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 

N. Pounds. | N. Pounds. | N. Pounds. | N. Pounds. | N. Pounds, 
Melis and lumps res A «| 101,885,000 | 98,284,000 | 84,012,800 | 79,871,000 | 74,361,000 
Candy ... os ee eae in 437,400 340,000 331,000 215,000 157,200 
Bastard a nie ae «| 3,056,000 1,614,500 2,787,200 2,967,000 2,260,200 

Treacle ... nts 4s are as ans abe a ss oe 
Total... oa rer +».| 105,378,400 | 100,238,500 | 87,131,000 | 83,053,000 | 76,778,400 

. ? ? ? 


Tobacco.—Although in many articles of trade there was much cause 
of complaint, tobacco fortunately made an exception, prices having 
continually risen. The reasons were evident. In many of the Java 
districts the heavy rains in 1874 did so much damage that the crop 
could not attain the figure of the preceding season; the quality, how- 
ever, of what was imported was so superior to that of several past years, 
that the more it became known the more it was appreciated, added to 
this, the reports of the coming harvest made menticn of a drought that 
produced great destruction in Kedirie as well as a crop of light-coloured 
‘yellow and red leaves in the other districts. The Kedirie produce of 
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1874, presenting a fine brown and dark brown leaf, was for the greater 
part well adapted for wrappers, and so much in demand that it appeared. 
difficult to determine the length of this continued rise, and notwith- 
standing the high prices that were given, purchasers, particularly for 
Germany, were never wanting. The same may be said of the Bezoekie 
produce. In that district several new estates were brought into culti- 
vation, and it was owing only to the excessive rains that the quantity 
produced did not exceed that of the preceding year; the quality as 
regards colour and taste, as well as fitness for wrappers, produced a 
similar rise in this sort of tobacco. Amongst the Probolingo tobaecos 
there were several lots of a good quality that sold well, but there were 
also some devoid of all the essentials requisite for wrappers, and conse- 
quently of little value for the mannfacture of cigars. Other kinds 
were not very favourably received. The produce of the Vorstenlanden 
was better than that of 1873; that of Rembang, which formerly was 
the most esteemed of Java tobacco, is now less sought after, not merely 
on account of there being but little demand, but through its inferior 
quality, brought about by excessive rain. Crosso tobacco was, generally 
speaking, inferior, and could only be got rid of at a low figure. Sumatra 
tobaccos were not so successful as usual. 

In 1875 there was but little business in American tobacco, in conse- 
quence first, of its ordinary quality, and secondly, through an unreasor- 
able rise in prices caused by speculation. 


ComMPARATIVE Statement of the Imports of the Various Kinds of 
Tobacco during the last Five Years. 


Hogsheads. Packages. 
3 Bm a 3 4 & 3 
ls | 5 & ; 
me Maye be A] | a) 2 aie 
5 =| : ad oO a A SO ail ee 
a oe ee ee fk 
oO = = G1 9 
s ea es oe ao} ve | Be | oe ewes 
In 1871 7,532 257 97 |. 76,150 58 is ore a Pere. 
1872 5,324 37 87 | 90,040 |... | 6,125) a2 /eeoi eee = 
1873 6,486 155 104 | 139,940 | 107 1,809| ... eae aoe 5,817 
1874 5,405 106 | 154 |151,362) ... | 1,762)... a .. | 7,974 
1875 4,025 ss 50 |148,105 | .. : pe ff) see LBT2 


Fice.—On the whole the trade in this article did not yield the 
profits that were expected, for with the exception of a brisk business in 
July and August, merchants had almost always to contend against low 
markets. This was attributable to several circumstances, as, for 
instance, the want of confidence, the disastrous results of foreed specu- 
lations in the English market in 1874, the accumulation of floating 
stock, and the low prices of other articles of food, together with the 
favourable reports respecting the grain crops in Nurope. In the month 
of July and the first part of August some improvement oceurred 
through the violent rains and inundations just before the harvest, which 
gave rise to serious apprehensions as regards the coming crop. The 
natural consequence was a general rise in ail sorts of grain, and a great 
demand for ordinary rice at a much higher figure; but this animation 
was but short-lived, the weather soon clearing up and becoming settled, 
so that speculators were compelled to realize at prices falling far more 
rapidly than they had risen. Excepting a slight movement in Novem- 
ber, occasioned by a more animated demand for unpeeled rice for 
English mills, the depression continued up to the end of the year. 
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Cotton.—In many respects the business in cotton was similar to 
that of the preceding year, that is to say, the results were equally 
unsatisfactory. The effects of exaggerated speculations in previous 
years continued yet to be felt, particularly in England, where the 
failure of several commercial houses occasioned a crisis, which, together 
with the considerable stocks on hand, large imports, and abundant 
harvests in perspective, lowered the market. 

Middling American, which was quoted in January at 41 ¢. per 
% kilo. rose to 44 c. in April, but gradually fell to 37} ¢. at the close of 
the year. 

The imports of Hast Indian cotton exceeded those of 1874 by about 
10,000 bales, amongst which 3,300 bales from Tinnevelly were eagerly 
bought up. The imports from Bombay consisted chiefly of Oomra; 
Dhollerah was hardly ever offered. 

The following is a comparative statement of the qualities and quan- 
tities of cotton imported during the last five years :— 


Qualities. 1871. 1872. 1873.- 1874. 1875. 
Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 

North America. . An ..| 119,976 56,670 | 42,519 | 40,276 | 27,178 
Surinam and Nickerie.. tc 173 22 57 oft 76 
Suratte, Bengal,and Tinnevelly| 42,074 | 104,854 | 23,803 | 19,363 | 28,627 
Levant .. AS as ae 226 930 308 i ie 
Brazil .. 4 ae e, 739 ee Se ne H 
Smymays. 0 ... an of ar “ls ie 35 

otal .*... at .-| 168,188 | 162,476 | 66,687 | 59,674 | 55,881 


Wool.—Excepting some smail lots from Curacoa there were no 
imports of wool at this port. Notwithstanding this there are several 
reasons for anticipating an increase of.business in this branch of trade. 
Merchants are beginning to be of opinion that this country is ‘advan- 
tageously situated for imports of this article, the number of its factories 
being continually on the increase, besides which, the moderate rate of 
prices and the inclination of producers to look out for other channels 
of export render it extremely likely that business will eventually 
revive. 

Indigo —The market for Java indigo was dull, and business was 
limited to exports and immediate wants. It was only ordinary sorts 
that were in constant demand, and when it became known that the late 
crop, being of a superior quality, yielded but lictle of an ordinary kind, 
all that was offered of the latter was bought up at once, even at a 
higher figure, for Germany. For Russia the usual quantities were 
bought in the early part of the year, but later the purchases for that 
country were few and irregular. From time to time some business 
was done in middling and defective sorts for France, but the purchases 
for Italy and Belgium were limited. The better kinds found a more 
extensive sale for Germany at the reduced prices of the October 
sales. 

The direct imports from Bengal amounted. to 701 cases, of which 
only 350 found purchasers at from 25 c. to 80 c. per ¢ kilo. below the 
London prices in July. The low quotations of Manilla produce con- 
tinually attracted attention, and small lots were occasionally sold at 
from 1 fl. 10c. to 1. 70¢. There was hardly any business in Kurpah 
and Madras indigo. The stock of Caracas was quite exhausted, and 
of New Granada none was offered. 
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Cochineal.—The business was limited to small parcels, and the stock 
on hand was continually withdrawn in the expectation that prices 
would rise. 

Dyewoods.—Japan was the only dyewood in constant demand, an 
the usual business was done in Campeachy. 

Grain.—The actual business in wheat was again of little import- 
ance, and limited to the wants of mannfacturers in this country. The 
variation in the prices was, however, considerable. In consequence of 
the failure of most of the European crops there was a rise of from 50 fl. 
to 60 fl. per 2,400 kilos. This high figure could not, however, be 
maintained, and those kinds that were most influenced, that is, Ameri- 
can wheat, fell gradually about 35 fl., whilst Poland produce was quoted 
in December at about 15 fl. below August prices. The imports from 
the south of Russia were considerable owing to the harvest having 
turned out better than was expected. The reports from America were 
varied, but the large quantities imported from that part of the world 
showed that the old stock there was abundant. ‘Time bargains im 
wheat have greatly augmented, and there was great animation for all 
the deliveries, especially for that of November. 

With the exception of some brief periods of animation, the transac- 
tions in disposable rye were somewhat dull, consumers finding it more 
advantageous to provide themselves elsewhere. The greatest fluctuation 
was only 20 fl. per 2,100 kilos. 

During the first months of the year nothing worth notice was done 
as regards time bargains, but later, under the influence of unfavourable 
news of the harvest in Southern Russia, much briskness prevailed. 

In buckwheat there was considerable fluctuation, and the stock of 
the previous year was disposed of at a high figure. The new crop was 
expected with much impatience, and it proved to be excellent in quality, 
though a little deficient in quantity. 

The business in both red and white clover-seed was again almost 
entirely confined to supplying the wants of the interior, and but very 
little was exported. Prices varied from 31 fl. to 85 fl. for red, and 
from 36 fl. to 88 fl. for white per 50 kilos. At the close of the year the 
stock was well-nigh exhausted. In brown mustard-seed there was a 
good deal of activity in the early part of the year; large quantities 
were taken from the market, chiefly for immediate export, at about 
163 fl. per hectolitre.* 

From May to August, under the influence of a constant demand, 
prices gradually rose to 21 fl. After this came a reaction, caused by 
an abundant crop in Italy, which supplied the greater part of the wants 
in the South of France and in Germany. In December the price 
quoted was 194 fl. Prices of yellow mustard-seed were kept up at a 
high figure during the first half of the year; from 14 fl. to 18 fl. per 
hectolitre were given according to quality. In the autumn superior 
kinds, being scarce, fetched from 23 fl. to 24 fl., and several holders of 
old stock profited by this circumstance, and realized what they had on 
hand. In the commencement of the year carraway-seed was in much 
request for exportation, at from 23 fl. to 24 fl. per 50 kilos., but in 
April and May purchasers retired from the market, which then became 
languid. In June holders raised their prices to 245 fl., the stock being 
greatly reduced, after which there were considerable fluctuations, the 
year closing at 234 fl. Owing to speculation the year was very remark-- 
able for canary-seed, which rose to an excessively high figure, to fall 
again to about 37 fl. per hectolitre in December. There was also an: 


* A hectolitre is equivalent to 1 mud, and 1 mud to 23 bushels. 
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extraordinary activity in rapeseed, the prices of which varied from 
‘348 fl. to 420 fl., and were quoted at from 386 fl. to 407 fl. per last* at 
the close of the year. 


Comparative Statement of the Imports by Sea of Wheat, Rye, Barley, 
and Buckwheat, during the last Five Years. 


WHEAT. 
Countries. 1871. 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
Lasts. Lasts. Lasts. Lasts. Lasts. 
North America = 1,610 284 4,412 6,551 791 
Russia. . A ee 1,015 30 591 59 6, 
Prussia eee) F102 5,547 3,951 3,797 5,083 
Hamburg a4 oe 482, 408 314 296 475 
‘Great Britain... ‘ene 429 2 150 433 150 
Denmark ue is 183 a4 we 49 ts 
Mecklenburg .. tia 76 a 4 76 150 
Oldenburg .. ar as fr we 30 46 
Ttaly .. a0 3 ae 10 we 
Turkey 301 “ie 432 151 Me ae ate 
Danubian Provinces... 1,593 87 192 528 1,506 
France . ae aie hs - a ae 
Sweden ee ak ri tl ae 
Bremen ne ae ar fe 43 
Spain .. ne aa aa aa 114 
Tripoli On Wp e ne 4 
Miscellaneous 
Total: \.< oa 12,922 6,519 9,775 11,789 8,201 
RYE 
Countries. 1871. 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
Lasts. Lasts. Lasts. Lasts. Lasts. 
North America we “¢ an ata 36 ae 
Russia... re Say 88,026 9,974 10,428 12,501 6,253 
Prussia Se oe 3,423 580 482 1,540 473 
Hamburg... ae r( 23 255 844 a 
Great Britain. . ir 365 ae aa 3 at 
Denmark a bi 80 3 F 
Mecklenburg .. oe Fic é 
Oldenburg ie ef oe 46 . 
Italy .. as Ag ala me BE c 
Turkey ~S ke 205 a Et ats e 
Danubian Provinces..| 10,937 2,323 397 611 1,398 
France ‘ + fs wD 38 59 << 
Sweden ne ea a 58 F es xe 
Bremen Oe Ste a & a or ae 
Spain .. ae Le ‘0 BS ate = ae 
Tripoli Res ae a a ste 
Miscellaneous. . ae 292 A ae 
Potal «20% e.| 49,846 12,900 11,600 15,058 8,124 


* A last is equivalent to 30 muds. 
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BARLEY. 


Countries. 

Lasts Lasts Lasts Lasts Lasts. 
North America : its aa ra oe Uc 
Russia. . EA a ats 36 476 515 na 
Prussia ae, sé Se “* 224 67 292. 
Hamburg .. a 356 288 540 804 385- 
Great Britain. . es 48 ve Ps 75 11 
Denmark .. so| -yhO2 220 60 * 105 258 
Mecklenburg .. ye ae wa or ar o 
Oldenburg .. ae va is ew 48 
Italy .. $e oy #s ite ‘ we 
Turkey Be ers we we ie wig 
Danubian Provinces .. fe es 238 1,042 
France a RA fs 57 68 We 
Sweden ye Ye 996 Ze fis 340) 
Bremen fe : os 
Spain .. es se ve re eis we 
Tripoli 34 Ai: te i. 240 , 
Miscellaneous ae 93 = ‘ 


Leanne ee ee ee ee eee ee 


Totals .. 


BuckwHEat. 
eB a SS 

Countries. * 1871. 1872. 1878. 1874, 1875. 

Lasts. Lasts. Lasts. Lasts. Lasts, 
North America F ai is “te Ne Ac 
Russia. . nf --| 1,088 433 A a 46 
Prussia es es 43 95 69 406 a4 
Hamburg... ar 190 148 37 61 11 
Great Britain. . 3 oe ve 3 sa mis 
Denmark A es 26 24 53 oe ae 
Mecklenburg .. ae Oh ao a ae = 
Oldenburg .. ee ve Be < ar ee 
Italy .. As SY Ae ee ve ae ete 
Turkey di at es st. ws oo a 
Danubian Provinces... ea aa “ee te +s 
France eat oe E22 846 276 91 50 
Sweden fe oe) 30 ie es a oe 
Bremen Se NA fe < a a i on 
- Spain .. oe 46 45 Sy eve “ie ve 

Tripoli Pe “i cs de és ar ' ese 


Miscellaneous = “ we i we we 


Totals .. 


Spices.—In nutmegs the market was dull for the first six months of 
the year, and prices fell from 2 fl. to 1 fl. 85 c. per $ kilo. In August 
there was a rise of 10 c., but in December prices fell to1fl.80c¢. In 
mace a great deal was done, particularly towards the close of the year, 
at a reduced figure. In cloves there was much fluctuation, with good 
orders for abroad; in the latter end of the year the market was calm. 
Tn pepper there was nothing remarkable, the market being dull. 

Tin——During the first half of the year Banca tin continued to fall 
to 484 fl. per 50 kilos.; from July to September it rose to 584 fi., to 
fall again in December to 50 fl. The business was to-a certain extent 
restricted. The present system of public sales prevents all specula- 


AMSTERDAM. 1445 


tion, so that this article has become an object of gambling, to the great 
detriment of real trade. 

Lead.—There was nothing very remarkable in the business of this 
article. Prices of Stolberg varied from 122 fl. to 183 fl. per 50 kilos. 
The imports of Spanish lead were again pretty regular, and were quoted 
at about } fl. below Stolberg prices. 

Hides.—There were no direct imports from South America. <A lot 
of 9,597 dry Buenos Ayres hides imported from Antwerp were put up 
for auction, but on account of their origin not being certified, did not 
attract the attention of purchasers. There was not so much activity in 
cow and buffalo hides as in the previous year, although prices of light 
sorts were well kept up. Heavy kinds, however, fell considerably. 
Dry and salted hides from Surinam, being for the most part in bad 
condition, and mixed, likewise fell. The trade in country salted hides 
was generally languid, and these were only got rid of at reduced prices. 
Hides of cows and oxen slaughtered in the town were more sought 
after. 

Horns.—There was a brisk demand, especially for East Indian 
buffalo horns. All that were offered were readily sold. 

Petrolewn.—There was again much animation in this oil, although 
prices were well-nigh stationary. The direct imports from America 
consisted of about 90,000 barrels, against 43,757 in 1874. 


AGRICULTURE. 


With the exception of apples and pears, the harvest of which was 
small, owing to the night frosts in the spring, all the crops were 
harvested in fine condition. Potatoes and chicory were largely culti-. 
yated, and paid well. Hay suffered through want of rain, but though 
the quantity was small, the quality turned out splendidly. Wheat, rye, 
barley, oats, beans, and peas were sown vut in moderate quantities, and 
were excellent. Buckwheat and canary-seed were satisfactory, both as 
regards quality and quantity. But little rapeseed was gathered in, but 
its quality was first-rate. Flax likewise turned out well, there being a 
satisfactory quantity of seed. 


_ The rate of exchange on London for bills at sight during the past 
year 1875 has varied from 11 fl. 66 ¢. to 12 fl. 4c. per 1/. sterling. 


Amsterdam, May 27, 1876. 
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BATAVIA. 


Report by Consul Fraser on the Trade, Oommerce, Shipping, and 
General Matters in Java for the Year 1874. 


No legislative measures of special interest to Netherlands India 
have been passed by the Dutch Chambers during the year 1874. 


War with ACHEEN, 


At the close of the year 1873 General van Swieten, in command of 
the Dutch forces, had settled before the Kraton, and having got his 
artillery into position was bombarding it. 

On the 28rd of January the fortification was, however, discovered 
by Mr. Bultzingsléwen, a member of the Red Cross Society, to have 
been evacuated, and was at once taken possession of by the Dutch 

- troops, amidst much rejoicing. 

The place was found to have been considerably damaged by the 
shells fired into it, but the Acheenese had succeeded in withdrawing 
all their munitions of war, and disposed of the dead bodies of their 
comrades, some of whom, it is natural to suppose, must have fallen 
victims to the fire of the troops. How and when the evacuation was 
accomplished in the face of the investing army, and the number of 
Acheenese who formed the garrison, remain matters of conjecture, but 
from the traces left behind it is presumed that a very considerable body 
of men had been in the place a few days previous to Mr. Bultzing- 
slowen’s discovery. 

Old pieces of ordnance, to the number of thirty-eight iron and 
fourteen bronze—some of the latter bearing very old dates, and being 
of excessively large calibre, but all of which appear to have been unused 
by the enemy—fell into the hands of the Dutch. The iron guns were 
destroyed on the premises, but those of bronze were sent as trophies to 
Batavia, where they remained on exhibition for some months, and were 
finally sent to Holland to be recast into medals for distribution among 
the troops. 

The Kraton, and other forts which had been taken, having been 
further fortified, a sufficient force was left to maintain them, while the 
general, with the remainder of the troops, returned to Java. 

Those destined for Batavia, including General van Swieten and 
staff, arrived here early in May, and were most enthusiastically received 
by the populace. The road from the landihg place to the cantonments 
was lined with natives anxious to see the sight, and at the “ Harmonie,” 
or principal club, a bevy of fair ladies, the élite of Batavian society, 
wearing the national colours, strewed flowers in the path of the passing 
troops. Subsequently the soldiers were provided with refreshments at 
the expense of the community, subscriptions having been raised for the 
purpose, and a committee appointed to carry it through. : 

Thus ended what is called the second expedition, the losses in 
which, from cholera, dysentery, and wounds, were very severe. It 
resulted in the capture of most of the Acheenese strongholds on the 
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coast, and has considerably demoralised the enemy. The snake, though 
scotched, is not yet, however, killed, and desultory fighting has been 
going on throughout the island the entire year, without any decided 
advantage being gained on either side. 

Since the return of the second expedition, the policy pursued by 
General Pel, who was left in command at Acheen, has been mainly 
defensive; and this, although it will doubtless in the end result in 
favour of the Dutch, does not promise any speedy settlement of the 
‘struggle. 

The following is a return of the losses sustained in the war up to 
81st July, 1874:— 


Europeans. | Natives. Total. 
First Expedition— 
Shot or died of wounds om Fic 46 29 75 
Died of sickness or fatigue .. re 2 5 7 
Second Expedition— 
Shot or died of wounds to 28th April, 
1874 .. AA 3s AA Ae 80 35 115 
Died of sickness or fatigue to same 
period AD “ ry + 552 722 1,274 
From 20th April to 30th June, 1874 364 194 558 
In the month of July .. 2 or aL ~ 95 
Total .. ee “ig Ax ae ate 2,124 


The two expeditions have cost 23,614,000 fl. 


Imports. 


At the opening of the year, when the modified scale of duties came 
into force, considerable difficulties were caused to importers by the 
irregular and inconsistent taxation’ imposed by the customs authorities 
for the 6 per cent. ad valorem duty. ‘These taxations are revised every 
three months, but in some early instances valuations far exceeding 
market currencies were imposed, and the liberal spirit which induced 
the Home Government to abolish differentiai duties thus neutralized. 

The attention of the customs authorities was called to the matter 
by the Chamber of Commerce, and, backed by a protest from the 
Batavia Exchange, through the medium of their price current, resulted 
in a material improvement, although complaints are still occasionally 
‘heard regarding exaggerated values being placed upon goods. 

Business throughout the year cannot be regarded as satisfactory, 
although for the most part the Camp was tranquil and no failures of 
i portance occurred. : 

At the opening dealers were anxious to secure to themselves the 
full benefit of the lower range of duties, while importers were equally 
desirous of prices which would enable them to make an average on 
such goods as had been previously imported and remained on hand. 
During the earlier months a good demand existed for prints and other 
fancy goods, which again revived towards the native New Year, and in 
some cases fair profits were made on shipments. 

The decline in the markets of Europe which took place about the 
middle of the year, and the unusually protracted rains, extending into 
July, experienced here, had a depressing effect at that period. 

Dutch staples were fairly dealt in throughout, but, although stocks 
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were unusually light, only occasional advances in price could be 
secured, and values fell back again whenever fresh arrivals took place. 

The stock of English staples was heavy, and for these Jittle or no 
activity in demand was experienced. 

The quotations current at the end of the year were to a great extent 
nominal, and to effect any material clearances material reductions in 
price would have been necessary ; little or no business, however, was 
done in November and December. 

Annexed tables give details regarding the average range of prices 
and the extent of goods imported. The interesting statistics showing 
the different quantities of cotton goods received with and without 
certificate of Netherlands origin are now no longer obtainable, owing, 
to the abolition of differential duties, and it is therefore impossible to 
estimate what proportion of those shipped from Holland were of Dutch 
production, or how much was merely transhipped through that country. 

The prices of the principal articles of import have been as follows :— 


Dotcn Goons. 


Articles. Per. Price 
yy) Oe WE 'c. 
White madapollams.. 32-33 inches by 24 yards 4 25 to.4 65 
” 5 ire ..| 89-40 inches 5 12% 5 55 
3) s We .. | 44-45 inches 6 00 6. 25 
Grey ss ae .. | 84-85 inches 4 25 4 65 
x a Ae .. | 48-44 inches 5 10 5 60 
* os ae ..| 50-51 inches 5 6. 00 6 30 
White shirtings ne 38-36 inches by 40 yards 6 75 deeebO 
- if a 38-39 inches " 8 10 8 85 
Grey 5 35-36 inches A 6°)” ae 20 
x > 42 inches 8 00 8 60 
Grey drills .. ts 27 inches by 30 yards) 5 85 7 20 
Turkey red cambrics 80-33 inches by 24 yards 8 15 8 60 
is a 40 inches P| 10 50 11 25: 
a yarn, No. 28 ical wae. a 210 00 2387 50 
5 prints .. Piece of 24 yards 7 25 10° 25 
Copper sheathing .. ICL. ere e Ay 80 00 90 00: 
Bottled beer .. 3 fet| Dozen)... 24 oe 5 25 7 00 
Cini. a .| Case of 15 square bottles 18 00 20 00 
Butter ots Keo iva wits We ae 12 00 16 00 
Hams.. 3 Piece ow au 7 50 13 00 
Cheeses os 9 ae 4 00 6 50 
Beef .. , We Barrel .. aa, $n 
Flour .. oe ats 55 36 00 40 00 
Canvas Bolt 81 00 88 00: 
Soap .. Box 1 25 1 50 
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Articles. 


White madapollams .. 
YT ” ee 

” 

” o's 


Grey 
ao ” 
White elefantes ats 


” ” oo 


” ” ~s 
White shirtings 
" 98 ” 
”? bad « 
be) ”» oF, 
? ” ee 
Grex, . 
” » oe 
” 27 s 


Grey drills... 


” oe 
White cambrics— 
No, 24 medium.. 
» fine a4 
No. 15-16 ae 
Prints, fast colours .. 
» Steams 
» Turkey red 
Turkey red cambrics 


Orange madapollams 
Lappets ae 
Mule twist, No. 24 . 
» » 30. 
2? ” 40 ee 
Turkey red twist 
Orange 
Green 2 
Sewing thread, balls. 
> spools 
Broad cloth, common 
» fine .. 
Flat bar iron ne 
Square ,, .. 
Round: ,,!.. ° 
Hoop | 5) «5 
jNailrod ,, .: 2 
Sheet’ ,, .. 
. Pig lead a 3 
Sheet ,, we : 


” ea 


Copper nails .. we 
» Sheathing ., 
Yellow metal... 46 


Tin plates .,. ee 
Tron nails .. 


Spelter te ae 
Zine .. A We 
Beer .. oe aya 
Coals .. AY Bs 


Soap .. ee 30 


“_ 


Se eo 


Per. 


32-33 in. by 24 yds. .. 


38-39'in. *’,, a 
44-45 in. a 
(23 Ibs.) 82 in, by 24 yds. 
(3 Ibs.) F 

(60) 32-88 in, by 24 yds. 
(80— 100) ”» ”? 
(100-120) ,, 

56 reed, 36 in. by "40 ys. 
64-66 reed. y ps 
68-72 reed 


’ 2 
64-66 reed, 40 in. 4 
64-66 reed, 45 in. 


64 lbs., 39 in. by 38} yds, 


7 lbs. ” ” 
SE Ibs.) ,, - 
8 ‘bs., 45 in, 


a 27 i in. ed 30 yds. 


45 in. by 12 yds. 

” 2) aie 
‘,, by 12-12% yds. .. 
29 in. by 24 yds 


” ”? BN 


” ”? a 2s 
30-33 in. ,, oe 
42 in, a ee 
30 in. a a6 


42 in. by 10 yds 
Bale of 400 lbs. 


2 ” me 
”? 


Picul Ay ‘ pr 
Bale of 200 Ibs. ae: 


at a ey 


ei a’ | mca ke ‘ae 
‘a ike oe 


Case (No. 30- 100, 160 packets) 


Gross (No. 8-120, 25 od 


Ell ee ar 


Picul 3 


Bottled, “dozen ie 
Lowes. : 
Box: ites 


ry 


eae ° 
HK WoOoADlL — FP cb 


bo bo 
IS 
no 


CIA NN OW WOWTIAAAE bd Or 


Price 

e. Fl. ec. 
123 to4 40 
62— 5 40 
70 6 10 
10 2 “30 
25 + iii 3 
00 4 50 
00. 6 50 
50 7 00 
75 7 00 
25 8 00 
00 9 00 
25 ae 
00 10 37% 
75 5 40 
00 6 00 
874 7 00 
00 6 %5 
75 7 00 
25 2 90 
00 3 50 
00 4 70 
75 7 00 
50 4 00 
50 8 50 
00 Gre 
25 ve 
374 3 O75 
60 d 
00 280 00 
00 310 0O 
00 345 00 
00 260 00 
00 260 00 
00 170 00 
25 1 70 
00 2 00 
50 6 00 
50 618 «650 
50 13 50 
50 14 50 
00 15 00 
00 14 #50 
00 19 50 
00 16 00 
00 25 00 
00 ate 
00 «687 «600 
00 75 00 
00 27 00 
00 19 00 
00 19 00 
00 «680 =—00 
00 7 50 
00 38 50 
35 1 50 
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SUNDRIES. 
Articles, Per. Price. 

By Beer PL oe. 
Swedish flat bar iron .| Picul --| 16 50 to 18 00 
» steel a + i Ae A “ 12 50 13 50 

ay DAD a .| Barrel . ° os ae 

Coal tar we Py ples . . ee 
Flour (American) .. S 5 oe ielmes 
» (Australian) .. oe es is + 18 00 26 00 
Coal &. we Ay ie oe fy °° 20 00 28 00 
Petroleum Can (10 gallons=36 cans) ..| 0 17 0 29 
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Exports. 


Shipments of our chief articles, such as sugar, coffee, rice, hides, 
tobacco, and tea, were considerably in excess of the previous year. 

Sugar.—F ears were entertained that the protracted and unseason- 
able rains, extending well into the grinding season, would materially 
affect the out-turn of the crop, and a large deficit in the originally esti- 
mated yield was anticipated. These fears were, fortunately not realized 
to any serious extent, although doubtless the rain did some damage. 
Statistics show a material increase in exports, and while it must not be 
lost sight of that these include a very considerable amount of sugar 
held over from 1873 to participate in the reduced export duty, it must 
also be borne in mind that during the Jast few months of the year ship- 
ments were hurried forward to participate, if possible, in the improved 
home demand, so that comparatively a small amount of the crop 
remained on hand at the close of the year. 

The amount of sugar sent to Holland direct was considerably less 
than in previous years, as the abolition of discriminating duty places 
that market on the same level as others. The bulk of shipments were 
therefore directed to the Channel for orders to discharge in the United 
Kingdom or Continent,,and ,the ultimate destination of most was 
eventually the former. 

The small balance remaining from the 1873 crop found buyers at 
prices ranging from 142-15} fl., according to assortments, and was 
virtually exhausted by the end of February. 

For sugar of 1874 the opening figures on contract were 144 to 143 f1., 
No. 14, paid in January, and these remained nominal quotations, with 
occasional transactions, until the news was received of the abolition of 
English sugar duties, which at once threw the market into ‘a state of 
excitement, and coupled with furtker home advices, received shortly 
thereafter, ran prices up by successive stages to 154 to 15$ fi., No. 14, 
a large part of the crop being taken at about 153 to 154 fl. 

Later on, say in the month of August, tonnage began to aceumulate 
rapidly, and the consequent severe decline in the freight market, in 
connection with the more favourable news received at the time from 
Europe, stimulated demand and caused prices to advance to 16 to 
164 fi., No. 14. 

Unfortunately, the position of, the home markets did not long 
continue favourable, and a dull period ensued here from about October 
until near the end of the year, when large orders were received from 
Australia, and executed at about 16 fl. per picul. 

A considerable amount of business was done in Jacatra or Chinese 
sugars for the American markets at fair prices. 

Coffee-—The favourable opinion which this article obtained in 1873 
continued during the opening months of 1874, and in January crops 
changed hands at 63 to 65 fl. per picul. In the following month 70 fl. 
was eagerly offered for immediately available supplies, and contracts 
were eflected at prices ranging from 65 to 70 fl., according to quality, 
while one favourite crop realized by tender the exceptionally high 
figure of 70 fl. 514 ¢. 

Shortly thereafter the market materially gave way, owing to the 
unfavourable nature of advices from ‘Europe, consequent upon the 
action of the combination of continental traders referred to in my last, 
who now seemed to be relinquishing their interest in the article, and 
sales were made as low as 55 fl. Prices did not again regain their high 
level, but the market remained extremely sensitive throughout the 
year, fluctuiting with every movement on the other side, which caused 
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values to range from 52 to 60 fl., touching the various figures between 
those quotations according to the position of the article for the time 
being and the quality offered. 

Subjoined tables show the details of prices obtained at the Govern- 
ment auctions in Java and Padang :-— 


JAVA. 

_ Auction Date. Quantity. | Average Price. 
Piculs. Ely ea 
30th July aia -.| Samarang .. ae 15,000 57 76 
Kaidoe 35 = 10,000 57 44 
27th August .. ..| Passaroean .. we 15,000 52 78 
Kadoe “a Ss 6,000 53 42 
| Samarange .. is 4,000 53 30 
8th October .. -.| Passaroean ., *F 25,000 51 72 
9th November .. PG ss ei 10,000 63 72 
Passarocan .. Ps 15,000 55 67 


PADANG. 


Ist Quality. 2nd Quality. 
Auction Date. A Be a ie ee +9 


Quantity. | Average Price. | Quantity. | Average Price. 


$n 


Piculs. Fl. e. * Piculs. Fl. 


'. Cc 
81st March .. va 18,800 67) 19 800 41 52 
23rd June .. ak 23,800 60 02 1,600 40 O1 
24th September aa 40,000 b2 10 800 30 65 
26th December aig 39,200 57 <8) 400 34 00 


PP ————E—————— ee a 


As usual, a large proportion of the Padang coffee was taken for 
America. 

Rice—The yield was abundant, and prices continued to decline 
throughout the year, aided thereto by the imports of foreign grain, 
which continued to be made, though on a considerably more restricted 
seale. Superior white rice also participated in the decline, although 
not to so great an extent. The range of prices may be taken, for 
No. 2 rice, from 200 fi. at the opening of the year, to 145 fl. at the 
close, and for No.1, between 215 and 180 fl. Of the latter description 
181,675 piculs were exported, the major portion going to Holland. 

About 50,000 piculs of foreign rice, which owing to the fall in our 
markets could not be disposed of profitably, were reshipped to the 
Mauritius, and owing to the scarcity of the article there realized fair 
prices. 
x Arrack.—The stringent Government restrictions regarding this 
article resulted in a good many sugar manufacturers giving up its manu- 
facture, which would have entailed expensive alterations in their 
machinery; several new manufactories have, however, been erected in 
accordance with Government requirements, and the production has not 
materially decreased. On the whole the business must have proved 
unsatisfactory, as prices, in sympathy with the home markets, eontinned 
to fall during the whole year, closing at 110 fl. per leaguer, as against 
175 fl. in December, 1878. 
Rattans.— Prices ruled between 12 to 14 fl. for Borneo quality, and 
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7 to 13 fl. for Padang respectively ; but as shipments, especially during 
the latter half of the year, were found to result in heavy losses, the use 
of this cane for dunnage purposes was considerably restricted, and its. 
place supplied by bamboo, which, although nominally unsaleable in 
Europe, costs but little here, and was found very suitable. 

Pepper.—The excitement noticeable in this article during the 
earlier part of the war with Acheen, and the blockade of her ports by 
the Dutch, greatly subsided as it became apparent that, notwith- 
standing their warlike attitude, the natives did not materially relinquish 
their production of the spice, ‘and that the blockade did not serve to 
prevent very considerable exportations being carried on. The home 
markets, which had been unduly advanced, gradually resumed former 
levels, and prices here participated in the decline. The posers! 
supplies of pepper which pass through Java are drawn from the 
Lampongs, and exports show no material change. Penang, on the 
other hand, which is supplied. mainly from Acheen, appears to have 
sent forward about 20,000 piculs less than in 1878. 

Tobacco.—Statistics show a most important increase in the amount 
exported, and shipments, especially of the higher grades, resulted’ 
favourably. 

The area under cultivation has of late years been materially 
increased. Government lands not previously tilled, being now obtain- 
able on long leases on favourable terms, have been taken up for the 
production of this plant as well as for coffee growing. 

Lea.—Java teas continue to hold their position in the Dutch 
markets, and are also receiving considerable attention in America and. 
Australia. The production is increasing, and the result of shipments 
has in the main been satisfactory. 

Indigo.—Exports were made on a scale alinost equalling those of 
1873, which, as mentioned in my last report, were largely in excess of 
the shipments made in previous years. Prime quality commanded 
43; fl., but for inferior sorts as low as 23 fl. was accepted. 

Hides —A very large export business continues to be done in these. 
Prices may be quoted at from 35 to 45 c. per lb. for cow, and 20 to 
30 ¢. per lb. for buffalo. 

Nutmegs and Mace.—The price of the former ranged between 130 
and 140 fl. until near the close of the year, when sales of nutmegs in the 
shell were made as low as 117 fl. per picul, and of limed nuts at 190 fl. 
per picul. Mace commanded an average of 235 fl. per picul. Ship- 
ments of both articles were on about the same scale as in 1873. 

Tin Billiton—The company’s usual auctions resulted as follows :— 


Auction Date. Quantity. Average Price. ° 

Piculs. PU we 
2nd February .. 30 9,000 73 (56 
18th April fe ie 9,027°28 65° 17 
8th June.. a ae 8,019°61 63 26 
10th August .. 4 8,049°40 60 34 
12th October .. ee 9,030°68 60 22 
14th December .. ee 9,022°46 59 73 


The production of the mines during the official year 1874 jwas 
62,808 piculs, as against 50,980 picuis in 1873, and 54,371°64 piculs 
in 187 2. 

Banka.—The stock in Banka was— 


Pat ee 
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Pieuls. 

On December, 1873 ae Si ra 63,245°12 

Augmented during Ist quarter, 1874, Dy eu oe 7,938°13 

5 Qnd 5 a fe 8,635°33 

be 3rd as a oe 3,811:00 

; 4th a es i 62,904-00 

146,583°58 
And lessened by the following shipments to Java :— 
Per Ist quarter .. A a 17,157°58 
1 Se ie ‘4 6,823°00 
Au he ES a a 20,000'00 
Mea ho, + y; 25,408'00 

P _— 69,388 '58 


Leaving stock in Banka on December, 1874 i 77,195'58 


Gum Damar.—The demand for America was somewhat better, and 
the shipments to that country considerably in excess of 1873. A. fair 
inquiry also existed in Holland, under which prices here gradually 
advanced from 24 fl. 50 ¢. in January to 30 fl.in December. On the 
whole, however, exports of this gum have been falling off, as will be 
noted from the ‘following resumé :— 


Piculs. 

Shipped in 1870 de Fe Be se 19,032 
E 1871 a “ff +: r. 16,318 

- 1872 ar we ee a 14,323 

Pee 1878 meat arryey tits be pte FL 984 

‘5 1874 IG x ae we 9,460 


And, as shipments direct from Padang have decreased in about the 
same ratio, it would appear that less attention is paid to this article by 
the natives than former! y. 

Sapanwood.—A Government sale was held on 14th February, at 
which 3,066 piculs realized an average of 2 fl. 555 ¢. per picul. 

Other minor articles of export have presented no special feature of 
interest. 

Subjoined statistics show the total amount of exports from Java and 
Padang during the year :— 
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EXCHANGE, 


As is usual during the third and fourth months of the year when 
the old produce has all been shipped and drawn against, and the new 
is still unavailable, rates of exchange tended in favor of sellers, and 
notwithstanding that the Government came into the market with large 
quantities of eight days’ sight bills on Holland, they were well 
maintained, as it was generally feared that the unusually protracted 
wet weather would seriously retard shipments. 

Subjoined is a review of the monthly fluctuations. 


a NR A 


Six Months’ Sight on London, Six Months’ Date on Holland, 
Private. Bank. Private. Bank. 
Ri; Fi, c. iy are KE ¢: Per cent. Per cent. 
January pe nee «| 11 67}to1l 70 1l 72$to1l 75 | 102g to ... 102 to ... 
Vebruary ses an «| LL 60 ll 65 It 70 aT 102} 102%} 10i2 102 
March asi oe en wert ay 180 ave 1l 87% a 100 “100$ | 100% 100% 
ADVE RE Et) se vat 12 90 of 11 92$- 11 95] 100$ 100} | 100 a 
Sia bests, =f ccc] 11 72% sty ll 77} in 102} 1023 | 102 
June rey aek oem aaa} 2Y 68D SA ll 75 aes 102} We 1012 
Ry Pies ee ae af Ee AD aun 11 80 bss 101% an, UE LOR 
ADEN Me | ces, vari LL 77% sd 11 82h a 100f 101 (100% x. 
September... £9 Papi yoy oll FTs.) 1) tte ee 101 1014} 100} 101 
October ... ae ove ao SL OTH LL 6824 | 78 aa 1014 1014 | 100§ 101 
November ae oot) ae tok Jia Te) UL Th aA 101 1014 | 100} 101 
December ane ae wp ae 62% (IP 65 ll 70 101g 1014 | 1002 101} 


TRADE witH British COoLONTES. 


Australia.—The anticipation of increased business consequent upon 
the opening of direct; steam communication has not been realized to 
any great extent. The steamers of the Eastern and Australian Mail 
Steam Ship Company running under Government contract with the 
Torres Straits mails, only occasionally find time to take cargo, and 
their port of call here being Batavia, whence rice is almost the only 
article exported to Australia, the amount of cargo obtained has been 
small and the agents of the line are not, therefore, anxious to occasion 
any detention for shipments. A few of the earlier steamers took sugar 
at Samarang, but the introduction of a regulation that freight in this 
product must be paid in advance and on the gross weight shipped, 
virtually prohibited a continuance of the business. 

No material alterations have taken place in the trade with other 
colonies. 


TELEGRAPHS. 


A short interruption in communication with Europe was caused 
towards the end of the year by a break in the cable between this and 
Singapore, but the sea end of the line being speedily fished up, a station 
was improvised on boardship, and a steamer ran daily from Batavia with 
messages for transmission, until the other part of the cable was 
recovered and a splice effected. 

The submarine cables to Padang and Australia worked well, while 
the Government Java landlines were administered to the general 
satisfaction; on these last, messages in English are now transmitted 
at the same price as Dutch telegrams, which is much appreciated by 
a business community; formerly they were subjected to double 

ares. i ; 
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Tn 1872, telegrams to the following extent were dispatched :— 


Florins. 
Netherlands India .. 444,775 messages of ten words, paying 281,769 
Foreign es ae 14,884 es 55 ay 19,082 
Government .. ee 50,298 ea 5 e 40,148 

Tn 1873— 

Netherlands India .. 535,075 f, S 340,000 
Foreign She ae 64,597 He fi: a 49,561 
Government .. ce 88,274 as ? a 68,674 


RAILWAYS. 


The Buitenzorg-Batavia line has been maintained in an efficient 
manner throughout the year, and continues to be largely availed of by 
the public. The goods traffic has also considerably inereased, large 
quantities of tea, rice, and coffee being transported to Batavia from 
estates up country. 

The Samarang line has not been further extended, but the question 
of constricting a state railway from Sourabaya via Malang in con- 
nection with same, is again under consideration by the authorities. 

A party of Goverument engineers have been sent to Sumatra with 
instructions to make surveys, with a view to ascertaining the most 
favourable routes by which railroads can be constructed there. 

The gross monthly receipts of the two railroad companies have been 
as follows :— 


Batavia-Buitenzorg.| Samarang. 
. Florins. Florins. 
January .. é ae An 31,937 96,593 
February .. 54 er Se 29,630 71,336 
March ae AG ss on 36,057 91,828 
April BP? mal) aio) Ag 37,418 92,211 
May Pies Gee ok ate 41,868 106,538 
June te os oe ais 43,249 109,032 
July PAT ae ear 41,599 . 179,712 
August .. ap - ws 40,627 229,555 

September .. ue te 4 39 737 239,411 
October .. oe 0 & 39,708 229,398 
November .. aa ct ae 37,209 167,927 
December .. ee ak 88,503 166,607 


Postan ARRANGEMENTS. 


Several new and improved regulations have been introduced by the 
Government. ; 

The rate on letters not exceeding 15 grammes in weight has been 
yeduced to 10 cents (2d.) over the whole of Java and other Netherlands 
India dominions. This, however, only applies to letters on which 
postage is paid in advance. On those not prepaid an additional 10 
cents is charged, collectable from the receiver. 

Printed matter, patterns, samples, &c., can also be sent at the 
reduced rates of 5 and 10 c. per 50 grammes respectively. 

Post office orders which were formerly limited to sums not exceeding 
100 fl. can now be obtained for any amount at all the post offices in 
Nebh, India, while drafts on and from Holland are now also issued. 


~s 
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‘The charge for these latter is, from Holland to Java 2 per cent. vice 
v per cent., with a minimum of 20 and 10 c. respectively for every 
or fraction thereof purchased. The amount remittable by one 
n is restricted to 150 fl. every eight days. 

Pros of post cards has also lately 


0F, 
been introduced, and is 
to a considerable extent ; the charge is 5 ¢. 
business of the department has lurgely increased, as will be 
from the subjoined statistics for the years 1871 to 1878, and 
lerable alterations in administration are contemplated by the 
rities to enable them to continue efficient management. 
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SANITARY. 


The epidemic of cholera, which broke out with such suddenness in 
the latter half of 1873, chiefly among the European and native popula- 
tion, very considerably diminished its ravages with the commencement 
of this year. It broke out afresh, however, in the month of July, this 
time principally in the Chinese settlement, and carried off numerous 
victims. 

The Chinese town 1s situated lower than the rest of Batavia and 
receives its water supply from the numerous canals which flow through 
it to the sea, these having previously become the receptacle for all the 
sewage of the European settlement. It is a curious and interesting 
fact that the Chinese under these circumstances should have remained 
so long free from this scourge, their means of filtering the water before 
drinking it being very imperfect. 

Haying once gained a foothold amongst them, it is not surprising 
that it continued to show itself, though less frequently, during the rest 
of the year. No means whatever were taken to prevent infection, by 
disinfectants or otherwise ; the excreta were generally passed upon the 
floor, which is in most cases the earth, into which it soaked—or, if a 
utensil was used, the contents were thrown into the river or canal, to be 
drunk more or less diluted by those who resided below. The dead 
were allowed to remain unburied for twenty-four hours, or longer, and 
yet no harm appeared to arise from this utter neglect of all sanitary 
precautions. 

It is the general opinion of the medical profession here, that it is 
not directly infectious or contagious, and the comparatively limited 
number of cases under the circumstances, seems to lend considerable 
weight to their opinion. 

Amongst the native population of the island, cholera assumed grave 
proportions, travelling throughout the island from end toend. ‘Their 
knowledge of medicine is exceedingly limited, and the Government 
assistance amounted to placing bottles of medicine with the heads of 
the districts, to be called for by the relatives of the sick when required. 
The distances prevented all, with few exceptions, from availing them- 
selyes of this aid. ‘The natives were thus almost entirely without 
medical assistance, and it is not to be wondered at, that nearly all 
attacked succumbed. 

-The Government are now thinking of sending natives to Holland 
annually to be educated in medicine, for the use of the native 
population. 

The Europeans have by no means been spared from repeated small 
outbreaks of cholera during the year, though it at no time assumed the 
proportion of an epidemic amongst them as in 1873. Sporadic cases, 
ten or twelve at a time, occurred every three or four weeks throughout 
the year, the cases being widely spread, one or two cases, as it were, 
appearing in each district of this scattered European town in the same 
day, and ending almost all fatally. The rich and the poor seemed 
equally liable to be attacked, ana the districts reputed as being the 
most healthy, fared equally with those having a bad name. From the 
persistency of these manifestations it is now teared that the disease has 
become here endemic. There is still, however, the hope, that those 
outbreaks amongst the civil population, may be due to fresh importa- 
tions from Acheen, where the disease has been raging, as it is 
frequently happening amongst the troops in the garrison here; no 
precautions being taken to guard against its occurrence. 

An epidemic of measles and whooping-cough broke out amongst 
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children towards the end of this year, not of a severe nature, however, 
and which has now entirely ceased. 

Diphtheria, which was so fatal in 1873, when it almost assumed the 
character of an epidemic, did not appear in 1874. 

Small-pox is here a comparatively rare discase. Vaccination is 
compulsory amongst the native community, and is most efficiently 
carried out by native doctors under Government supervision. The 
natives offer no objection to it, and the proportion in the number of 
annual vaccinations in the island to the increase of the native popula- 
tion must be very large. 

The prevailing and never absent sickness is fever, very seldom fatal 
among the European and Chinese, who use quinine, but the cause of 
prolonged suffering and frequent death among the natives, who have not 
the means to purchase this valuable drug. 

Syphilis and other venereal diseases are very rife, notwithstanding 
compulsory registration and examination of prostitutes. 

This is due both to the almost entire want of morals amongst the 
native population and the lax manner in which the law is carried out. 
The type of disease, however, is not of that virulent character met with 
China and other Hastern countries. 

There are two hospitals in Batavia for natives; one oceupied chiefly 
by convicts and the other by Chinese incurables and lunatics. J am 
unable to give any statistics of admission and mortality ; the death rate 
in the native hospital is, however, high, especially in surgical cases and 
mainly due to the age and unhealthiness of the building, which has long 
been condemned by a medical commission. ; 

A plan fora new hospital has been before the Government for a 
very considerable time and is now being taken into consideration. 

The lunatics are under the immediate care of a special Government 
physician sent from'Holland for that purpose. 

They are to be removed to Buitenzorg, as soon as the fine asylum, 
in course of erection there, is finished, which will be in about two 

ears. 
a The water supply and drainage of Batavia itself are most defective. 
The numerous canals which intersect the town supply both purposes. 
All excrement is thrown into these water-courses; cattle, horses, and 
men bathe in them, and the water is used for all domestic, culinary, and 
drinking purposes. Under these circumstances it is astonishing that 
epidemics are not more frequent, severe, and lasting. ‘ 

During the year the Government have made two artesian wells, at 
great depths below the surface, and others are in course of construction, 
still, from the scattered nature of the town and its large population, 
these can hardly be counted in the water supply. 


Stzram Navigation. 


The coasting trade has been worked to the entire satisfaction of the 
public, and with their usual energy, by the Netherlands India Steam- 
ship Company (Nederlandsch Indische Stoomvaart Maatschappy), whose 
dividend of 15 per cent. shows that same must also have been done 
profitably. 

As anticipated in my last report, extensive repairs have been 
effected to most of their older vessels, and one, the oldest, which had 
become almost a curiosity from the length of time she had been in use, 
was disposed of. Further purchases, and the delivery of new steamers 
previously contracted for, have fully maintained the efficacy of the line, 
whose complement now consist of 22 boats,'registering 18,752 tons, and 
with a nominal horse-power of 3,185. 


-- 
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In connection with Government requirements, three trips monthly, 
and return, were made between Batavia and Acheen, while extra ser- 
vices were also occasionally rendered by the company. 

A couple of trial voyages were made to Australia, via Torres Straits, 
with the view of establishing a monthly line under Government subsidy, 
but the scheme was abandoned, as the subsidy offered was not found to 
be sufficient. 

The company have secured, on, although less than formerly, still 
favourable terms, the Government contract commencing in 1876 and 
running to 1890. 

The various companies running steamers between Java and Europe 
have continued their regular services, and the lines, with the exception 
of the Glasgow line, have been understood to pay well; that, owing to 
the scarcity of outward cargo obtainable, has not done so favourably. 

Fewer outside steamers visited our waters in this than during the 
former Year, 


ToNNAGE. 


IT am again unable to furnish reliable statistics regarding the 
number of ships of different nations which participated in the carrying 
trade during the year, but am of opinion that the average was fully 
maintained over the whole. 

Owing to the alteration in sugar duties most of these cargoes were 
- shipped to the Channel for orders, and this, in connection with the fact 
that most of the coffee, tobacco, and other produce, was taken by 
steamers, materially militated against Dutch ships, which either from 
being already partially chartered to the Dutch Trading Company or 
other causes, were required to return to Holland. Rates for this 
employment, which in May were quoted 70 fl. to 75 fl. per last, 
declining monthly, until in December they stood 45 fl. per last. 

During the shipping season, rates for other voyages remained 
tolerably stationary at the following quotations :— 

Channel, for orders to discharge in United Kingdom or on the 
Continent between Havre and Hamburg, both included, 3/. 12s. 6d. to 
81. 15s. for handy sized, and 32. to 32. 5s. for large ships. 

America—New York and Boston principally, 3/. 15s. and 31. 5s. 
according to size and class. 

'  Australia—Sydney and Melbourne, 17. 15s. to 17. 17s. 6d.; all quota- 
tions being for sugar. 


EKOCLESIASTICAL. 


The Reverend P. H. Francis, Consular Chaplain, obtained tem porary 
leave of absence early in the year on account of illness arising from 
inflammation of the liver, and proceeded to Australia, where, however, 
the disease unfortunately speedily terminated fatally. 

He was a clergyman of much promise, and greatly esteemed and 
regretted by the British community. 

His death, and the withdrawal of Government aid, have meantime 
deprived us of the benefits of public worship, and leave little or no 
prospect of our being able to secure a new pastor. 


Batavia, December 23, 1875. 
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ROTTERDAM. 


Report by Consul Turing on the Trade and Commerce of Rotterdam for 
the Year 1875. 


In writing a report on the trade of the district within the jurisdic- 
tion of this consulate, comprising the provinces of South Holland and 
Zealand, it seems only right to record, in the first instance, the most 
prominent events of the year, which are of a national and not merely of 
a local nature, so far as they affect or may be expected to affect trade, 
and with this view I should perhaps commence by calling attention to 
the war, known asthe Atchin war, which has been carried on by the 
Dutch in Sumatra since 1873, and to explain its bearings upon the 
general trade of the mother country. But in order to show that the 
subject has not been overlooked, a very brief notice of that unfortunate 
war is all that is required in this report, for it has never materially 
affected the commerce of Holland, and its political significance fails to 
excite any particular interest in the country. generally, except as 
regards the effect which success, but more especially failure, might 
produce in the comparatively adjacent colonial possessions of Java. 

It is beyond the scope of a consular commercial report to dilate 
upon the policy of such a war, but it may not be out of place to state 
that if the opinion of the nation, and especially the trading portion of 
the nation, could be canvassed on the subject, the result would be an 
expression of doubt as to the benefits likely ever to be derived from 
the aggressive colonial policy which appears to be aimed at in Sumatra. 
The nation is tired of the war, official information regarding it is 
meagre, and private intelligence is frequently suppressed or not pub- 
lished; but it drags on its slow course, everybody lamenting the loss of 
life and the pecuniary burthens it involves, but no one caring to put 
forward his views prominently lest he might show his neighbours, or 
perhaps his enemy, that the course of things has not only not been a 
smooth one, but very different from the expectations that were 
cherished when it. was fondly hoped that the original expedition to 
Atchin was to be a matter of at most a few weeks. 

Although, as stated above, the commercial interests of Holland have 
not been affected by this war, a review of the past year shows but too 
plainly that trade has not been prosperous. Commercial disasters of 
any magnitude rarely occur in this country, carefulness and circuni- 
spection being national characteristics which have developed commer- 
cial honour in a much higher degree than in most nations. But 
surrounded by countries whose foreign trade generally has been unsa- 
tisfactory, Holland could not escape the depression which has charac- 
terized commerce generally, although what may be termed the domestic 
trade of the country, enjoyed especially by the agricultural classes, 
cannot have failed to be remunerative. The improved means of com- 
munication with foreign countries, and especially with Great Britain, 
enables even the smallest landowner or farmer to reap the benefit of 
the competition of markets which formerly were practically closed to 
him, Flax and flax-seed, cattle and dead meat, butter and cheese, 
vegetables and fruit, and even flowers form an export trade which 
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increases in proportions from year to year, and the thrifty housewife or 
her industrious consort who declines to be converted to a belief in the 
advantages of free trade is heard to bewail the changes that have 
doubled the prices of many necessaries of life within their own experi- 
ence of such matters. 

Before referring in detail to some of the leading articles of trade of 
this district, certain legislative measures affecting commerce and navi- 
gation should be noticed as having been introduced by the Government 
during 1875. Amongst these is the postal convention of Bern adopted 
by the N etherlands, by which foreign postages, except to France, were 
reduced to a uniform rate of 24 dd. for letters weighing only 15 grammes. 
Secondly, an important concession to shipping should be recorded, 
consisting in the abolition of all coast and river light, beacon, and buoy 
dues, a measure which took effect on the 1st of July, 1875, and which 
relieves shipping of what was formerly a somewhat heavy charge. 
These dues used to be levied according to the route taken, and upon 
the measurement tonnage of vessels, at the rate of 13} c. Dutch 
currency, or 2;,d. (say twopence and seven-tenths of a penny) per ton 
for the Maassluice channel and on every voyage; hence a steamer of 
an average tonnage of 400 tons, and plying, as many do, twice a week 
to and fro between Rotterdam and London, or a port on the east coast 
of England, and always using the shortest and cheapest channel—that 
of Maassluice—now saves in the course of a year (assuming her to 
have performed 104 voyages) an expense of about 4687. The third 
legislative measure of importance is the re-establishment of a gold 
currency in conjunction with the existing silver standard. When the 
discovery of gold-fields in Australia began to augment the supplies of 
gold, which then had already been largely increased from the Cali- 
fornian diggings, the Executive Government of Holland, sharing the 
view held by many, that an unusually large production would depreciate 
the value of this precious metal, resolved in 1847 to abolish its gold 
standard and to substitute silver, which previously had been coined 
only as token-money. It has since been argued that the measure of 
1847, if not a mistaken one at the time, has become so by circum- 
stances, the increased production of silver, and more especially the 
establishment of a gold coinage in Germany, necessitating a similar 
change in this country. 

So far the coining of gold has been sanctioned by law, and a certain 
number of ten-florin pieces (10 fl. being about 16s. 8d.) were brought 
into circulation during 1875, but silver continues to be the legal tender 
of the country. The party in the House of Representatives and in the 
country generally who advocated a change, now express dissatisfaction 
at what they consider to be only a half measure, and it is generally 
believed that the Government will be compelled ere long to adopt a 
gold standard only. 

Having recorded the legislative measures of interest, some details 
of markets must be given in respect of the leading articles of produce 
which form the trade of this port, and these particulars will be given 
below under the heading of trade and commerce. But it is essential to 
point out that owing to the inte pe re position of Rotterdam, its 
main trade is a transit trade, and although it is a market for most 
articles, and even a very important one for many articles of commerce, 
yet these supplies form only a portion of what passes through tiger rent, 
for the supply of Germany. 
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TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


Ooffee.—The importance of the Dutch market as a leading conti- 
nental coffee market consists maiuly in the large importations of Java 
coffee by the Netherlands Trading Company, who realize their imports 
at nine public auctions, held in the course of the year at Amsterdam 
and Rotterdam alternately. The quantity sold by this company during 
the year 1875 aggregated 797,861 bags, against 807,140 bags in 1874; 
but in addition to these supplies, further arrivals from the Dutch East 
Indies, Ceylon, Africa, and South America swelled the total imports 
dast year to 1,363,300 bags, against 1,074,900 bags in 1874, leaving.a 
stock in Holland on 31st December, 1875, of 663,500 bags, against 
397,682 bags on 3lst December, 1874. 

The general course of prices during the past year was an advancing 
one, although the highest figure, which was reached in September, 
namely, 613 c., or about 5/. 4s. 6d. per ewt., could not be maintained 
till the close of the year; and in December the market for good ordi- 
nary Java closed at 58 c., showing an advance, however, on the prices 
_Tuling in January of the same year of about 10 per cent. 

From the above it will be observed that the market has not under- 
gone such violent fluctuations as were experienced in the year 1878, 
when prices were unreasonably forced up by speculation to 72 c., about 
61. 1s., suddenly to fall, without any apparent cause, to a level of 57 c., 
41. 17s.; and although sanguine and not altogether disinterested per- 
sons predicted that towards the end of the year under review the high 
‘rates ruling in 1873 would be reached and even exceeded, these views 
were falsified. 

Sugar.—The past year has proved very unprofitable to all persons 
interested in the sugar trade in this country. Notwithstanding the 
universal increase in consumption, the production in all parts of the 
world has proved more than equal to meet all demands, and the exten- 
sion given to the manufacture of beetroot sugar (the production and 
consumption of which are almost entirely confined to Europe), com- 
peting as it does with the increased arrivals of colonial sugars, tended 
to overstock the home markets, and consequently to produce a steadily 
declining course of prices. . 

Competent authorities estimated the European beetroot crop for 
the season 1875-76 at 1,205,000 tons, against 1,053,800 tons for 
1874-75, and this increase alone was suflicient to impart a general 
dullness to markets, more especially when it is borne in mind that the 
production of this description of sugar represents about one-third of 
the total crops of all sugar-cane and beetroot throughout the world. 

Another influence which seriously affected the trade, and the Dutch 
markets in particular, was the uncertainty which prevailed during the 
whole year respecting the fate of the sugar convention entered into in 
1864, between the Netherlands, France, England, and Belgium, and 
which expired in July last year. : 

During the autumn, delegates from the four contracting countries 
-met at Brussels, and their discussions resulted in the existing 
convention remaining in force until the 1st March, 1876. 

Prices during the year under review experienced a fall of about 10 
per cent. Imports into Holland from Java in 1875, 260,364 baskets 
(57,280 tons) ; 1874, 385,043 baskets (84,709 tons). Total imports of 
colonial sugar in 1875, 62,000 tons; 1874, 85,500. Total stocks of 
colonial sugar on 81st December, 1875, 4,500 tons; on 31st December, 
1874, 6,000 tons; leaves consumption and export for the year 1875, 
57,500 tons; for the year 1874, 79,500 tons. 
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1875. 1874. 

‘. Tons Tons. 

Imports of beetroot sugar .. =e 24,000 14,117 
Produce of inland refineries, . ee 15,000 16,588 
Total .. se ae ee 39,000 30,705 


Exports of raw sugar from Holland, 17,725 tons in 1875, against 
27,305 tons in 1874, Exports of refined sugar from Holland, 76,706 
tons in 1875, against 84,815 tons in 1874. 

Cotton has again proved a losing article to all engaged in the trade 
as importers. Fluctuations in value have occurred in common with 
those experienced in the leading markets, and which were generally 
caused by estimates of an excessive or average American erop, 
according to the daily increased or diminished receipts at the 
American outports. The course of the markets throughout the year 
has, however, been a falling one, American cotton in January fetching 
425 c. or about 7d. per 1b., whilst in December its value was only 
374 c. or about 63d. 

East India descriptions naturally shared in the general decline. 


Imvorts into Holland. 


1875 1874 

Bales Bales. - 
American - ve is a. 69,326 82,667 
East Indian .. as ae ue 114,381 86,066 
Other kinds .. te ne AA 76 455 


Total .. ve os ve 183,783 169,188 


Home Consumption and Exports. 


1875. 1874. 

Bales. Bales. 
American .. Oe: aa ae 73,755 80,495 
East Indian .. Ae 5" oe 131,064 102,049 
Other kinds ., a a aie 90 754 
Total .. He wren ihe fer 204,909 183,398 


Stocks on 31st December. 


1875 1874 

Bales. Bales 
American .. aC fe Bi 21,018 - 25,442 
East Indian .. cia <a le 29,132 45,715 
Other kinds .. is ae 4A 100 214 
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Indigo—The imports from Java into Holland amounted to 2,232 
chests. The bulk of this quantity was put up to public auction on the 
1st of October, when the decline in prices which had set in during the 
previous months, made further progress, and a fall of from 20 c. (34d.) 
to 60 ce. (11d.) was established, which reduction, however, did not even 
enable holders to move off the whole quantity brought forward. 

The remaining months of the year were characterized by the same 
dulness, and only a few transactions were affected to meet immediate 
requirements without establishing any improvement in prices, which 
ruled throughout the year from 220 c. (8s. 24d.) to 600 c. (8s. 9d.), 
according to quality. 

The disappointing result to the large transactions in Bengal indigo 
entered into in the year 1873, deterred importers from repeating the 
operation on a similar extensive scale during the twelvemonth under 
review, and only 382 chests were imported which, with a balance on 
hand cf about 318 chests, were put up to auction, resulting in the sale 
of about half the total quantity at a reduction on previous current 
prices of from 20 e. (84d.) to 30 ¢. (43d.). 

Petroleum continues to hold its position as an important article of 
import into this country, and although the arrivals during 1875 show a 
falling off compared to those in the preceding year (the respective 
figures being 166,741 barrels in 1875, and 181,000 barrels in 1874), the 
trade has been an active one. 

The opening price was 13 fl., and subsequently sales were effected as 
low as 11}f1., but an increasing demand resulted in improved quota- 
tions which fluctuated between 123 fl. and 16 fl., the latter being the 
closing rate in December. 

Quantity sold from first hands or exported in transit, about 182,221 
barrels, 2,215 cases in 1875, against 191,021 barrels, 18,735 cases in 
1874, and 225,948 barrels, 3,127 cases in 1875. 

Tea.—An important feature in the trade under this head, is the 
increasing arrivals from Java, where the cultivation of the plant has 
been greatly extended, owing to the remunerative prices obtained by 
the planters for their produce in the home market. 

The consumption of Java teas in Holland forms but a comparatively 
small portion, however, of the total quantities sold here, the bulk of 
these importations being bought for the English and Constantinople 
markets, part of the supplies likewise finding their way to some of the 
northern provinces of Germany, especially to East Friesland. 

The pungency of the Java teas is appreciated by the English 
dealers, and hence large purchases of these descriptions are made here, 
principally for mixing with Assam teas which are very similar in 
appearance though much superior in flavor to Java teas. 

The total imports from Java amounted to 50,000 chests (of about 
100 lbs. each), of which quantity only 16,250 chests were entered for 
home consumption ; 19,907 chests remained in stock on 81st December, 
1875, and the balance was exported to the countries named above. 

The imports of China teas for 1875 show a slight decline on those 
of previous years, having been 25,500 chests, against 34,125 chests in 
1874, and 38,000 chests in 1873. 

Tin —The remarks with reference to the course of prices during the 
year of the several articles of produce enumerated above, apply equally 
to that of tin, the tendency, with one or two exceptions, having beena 
downward one. In January, Banea tin was selling at 583 fl., or about 
97s. 6d., but the demand from the trade was dull, and in the absence of 
speculative purchases, quotations continued to droop, until in August a 
level was reached of 474 fl., or about 79s. 
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Influenced by improved accounts from the London market, prices. 
somewhat rallied. and reached 53 fl. (88s. 3d.) in September, subse- 
quently to give way again, when in November the news of political 
disturbances in Perak had the effect of strengthening the English 
market, and caused a corresponding firmness on the part of holders in 
Holland, without, however, resulting in any large transactions, and in. 
December prices receded to 50 fl., about 83s. 3d. 

Billiton tin followed in the wake of Banca, with a difference in 
value in favour of the latter of 2 fl., or about 3s. 4d. 

Total stock on 81st December, 1875 :—Banea, 91,893; Billiton, 
29,679 slabs. 1874:—Banca, 135,217; Billiton, 28,450 slabs. 


EXCHANGES. 


During the first five months of the year and previous to the intro 
duction of the new gold coinage referred to in the commencement of 
this report, the depreciated value of silver caused*a steady decline in 
the rate of exchange on London, the lowest point touched being 
11 fl. 664.¢. per £ sterling for short bills; but after gold had been 
coined the rate advanced materially, fluctuationg during the remaining 
portion of the year between 11 fl. 90 c. and 12 fl. per £ sterling. 

Money has been very abundant in this country throughout the 
whole year, as shown by the discount rate, which from Ist January to 
26th August stood steadily at 34 per cent., and from the last-named 
date till the end of' the year at 38 per cent. 


Surppinad anp NAVIGATION. 


Shipping.—The importance of Rotterdam in its relation to the 
shipping interests of Great Britain will be best seen by a glance at 
the following list, setting forth the steamer lines employed in the 
direct carrying trade. They consist of the following :— 


Number of Steamers. 
To and from— 


London (direct) .. oe ae «« 7 weekly. 


Harwich (see below) ve oe se GEO I 
AL i se ot ni ate caw Ah 
Goole ot we ee oe bw 5 
Grimsby .. ue ae war 2 me 
Neweastle .. a ae oe ona Fe 
Sunderland oe oe ee . . 1 ” 
Liverpool: oS‘. os re we? 8 
Middlesbro’... he a we ve “Lays 
Plymouth, Bristol, and Cardiff .. +s 1 every 10 days. 
SoorTLanp. 
Leith <n ae as aa ee 2 weekly. 


Grangemouth aa ati a ere Deb ap 
Dundee is on ‘is ae +s 1 every 10 days. 


IRELAND. 


Belfast oe oe oe oe oe 1 weekly. 
Dublin ee ee oe ee ae 1 fortnightly. 


The above are all under British flag, and besides a Dutch company. 
employs in the trade to and from London three steamers weekiy sailing 
under Dutch colours. ' 

The total represents no less than about thirty-seven steamers per 
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week employed regularly in the carrying trade between this port of 
Rotterdam only and the United Kingdom during the greater portion 
(the winter months of December, January, and February showing some 
diminution), and is irrespective of steamers which may from time to 
time be so employed, and of sailing vessels; the latter are, however, 
being superseded continually by steamers, and are now almost entirely 
confined to small craft employed in trading to minor ports on the east 
coast of England and vessels in the coal trade. 

With reference to the six steamers weekly to and from Harwich, I 
shonld point out that they belong to the Great Eastern Railway 
Company, and ply in connection with their Continental passenger and 
goods traflic from London vid) Harwich to Rotterdam. 

This line is well managed, and has deservedly become a favourite 
route for passengers. 

The journey from London is performed, under usual circumstances 
of weather, in twelve hours to ltotterdam and in eighteen hours to 
Cologne, under arrangements with the Dutch Rhenish Railway 
Company. 

Hitherto the trains in connection with this service leave London 
at 7 p.m., and could arrangements be made for a- somewhat later 
departure, the route would become a valuable means of postal com- 
munication for Holland and parts of Germany. From this side to 
London the line is already used for carrying letters, which, leaving this 
place in the afternoon, are distributed in the Metropolis by the first 
delivery the following morning. If mails were carried likewise from 
London by these boats, letters could be delivered here three to four 
hours earlier than by the existing route via Belgium. 

I have confined the above remarks to the steamer trade, and I now 
subjoin a table showing the total carrying trade, including all sailing 
vessels and all ports in the United Kingdom; and further a table of 
the indirect trade with other countries, both extracted from my 
Consular Registers, and drawn up according to the form prescribed by 
paragraph 7 of the General Instructions. 
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Tt not be ont of place here to poimt out that there is at present 
2 fortnightly line of steamers to New York under Datch colours, anda 
thonthly line to Java via the Suez Canal, likewise under Dutch flag, 
and owned by Dutch companies who have hai these steamers built m 
Engiand Scotland. The trade in which these fine boats have been 
* employed has. however, not been a profitable one, the American le 
especially having proved a disappoi=tment to its shareholders. There 
are, besides, steamer lines to the Russian ports in the Baltic; to Havre, 
and to tLe Mediterranean ports, and to Constantinople, and 
also a line to Hamburgh ; and most, if not all, of these boats sail under 
Dutch flag. But although there is 2 fair amcunt of enterprise shown 
here in these matters, yet the Dutch mercantile nary 23 2 whole 
remains very stationary in point of aggregate tonnage, and the number 
Of vessels is gradually falling off, owing to the difficulty which owners 
€xperience in working small aod medium-sized ships to advantage. 
Henee, when these are sold, wrecked, or broken up, they are not 
replaced excepting by vessels. or more generally by steamers, of much 
capacity, and 2s these are generally built im England or on the 
Clyde, the Dutch ship-builder’s trade is steadily om the wane. 
The following figures are submitted in support of the above facts :-— 


Derren Mercantile Marine. 


| total Namber 
Year. of Vessels. | Toial Tommace. 
: j 
) Tons. 
Zist December, 1870 .. ae 18 441.995 
7 fer =_—. .! ‘sae 21021 
~ pe ae 414507 
S 1873 .. = 1304 £25,973 
* 1974 .. .-| 1298 452,200 
- 1875 .. --| 1,248 445,092 


. In 1870 the above total of 1,505 vessels included 51 sicamers, and 
in 1875 the total of 1,248 vessels included 83 steamers. 
- WNavigati Under this bead I bave ito call aiieniion to the 
i eondition of the channel to sea, known as the new waiter way 
of the Hock van Holland. li was first used in March, 1872, by an 
ocean steamer, and its depth of waier having gradually meressed, it hes 
now become the maim channel to and from sea. Jt has emiirely super- 
seded the entrance to the river at the Bricile. and only some of the 
steamers and sailing vessels require still to enter at Brouwers- 
haven, whence, via Helvoeisiuice and the canal of Voorne, they reach 
Rotterdam. If the Hock van Holland channel eventually 2 gee 
the process of scouring, as its engineers have always predicted, it 
be the only route in use, the total distance from Rotterdam to sea 
being only about 16 miles. Ai the close of the year under review, with 
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Punrtic Works. 


The most important public works within the district of this con= 
sulate are those in course of construction in Rotterdam. In the first 
place, the railway viaduct deserves notice. This is being built by 
Government; it will intersect the whole city from north-west to south- 
east, and will be connected with a deuble rail bridge across the Maese. 
It is a gigantic work such as no railway company would ever have 
contemplated, and which the State only can afford to carry out; and, 
when completed, this viaduct and bridge will be the connecting link 
of the Dutch railway from Amsterdam, Haarlem, Leyden, and the 
Hague, with the line of railway to Roosendaal on the Belgian frontier, 
and thus with the Belgian railways, and also with the Dutch railways. 
to Middleburg and Flushing, of which Roosendaal is likewise the 
junction station. 

It is expected that these works will have sufficiently progressed by 
the autumn of 1876 to admit of trains for Belgium starting from. 
Rotterdam instead of from the opposite shore of the river, and thus 
passengers will be spared the inconvenience and loss of time involved 
hitherto by the necessity of crossing the Maese in a steam ferry boat; 
but the connection in the o pposite direction, with the Dutch railway 
from Amsterdam to this\place referred to above, cannot be completed 
until many months later. 

Parallel to the railway bridge at but a few yards distance, the” 
municipal authorities of Rotterdam are building an ordinary bridge for- 
carriage traffic. This is to connect the town with what is expected to 
become the Birkenhead of Rotterdam, very extensive works being now 
carried out on the opposite side of the river, partly for account of the 
town, and partly for account of a public company, who propose con- 
str ucting wharves, warehouses, and docks. 

To any person who has recently visited this city, the necessity of 
more space and accommodation for the busy and increasing traflic 
of the port must have been apparent; and if these works had not been 
undertaken, an absolute want of storage room at certain times must. 
inevitably have checked the expansion of the trade of the port, and 
forced into other channels business which Rotterdam is most jealous 
of retaining and extending. ; 

With regard to public buildings, mention should be made of a new — 
telegraph and post office, and a railway station. These buildings are: 
in the very centre of the town, and the latter is in connection with the» 
viaduct line described above. 


Rotterdam, May 6, 1876. 
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SURINAM. 


Report by Consul Cohen on the Trade and Commerce of Surinam for the 
Years 1873-75. 


Ox the 1st of July, 1873, terminated the State supervision over the 
emancipated people which followed the abolition of slavery in 1863. 
TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


The following table will show the value of imports and exports 
obtained during the last three years :— 


1873. 1874. 1875. 
Countries. 

Imports. | Exports. | Imports. | Exports. | Imports. | Exports. 

Guilders. | Guilders. | Guilders. | Guilders. | Guilders. | Guilders. 
Holland ... 9... sn» ~~ eve 1,616,931 | 897,297 | 1,403,154 | 722,819 | 1,191,557 439,483 
North America ... dan w-| 836,434 560,233 751,112 522,888 690,551 682,246 
England... .. «1 ~° «| 745,692 | 1,439,984] 483,047 | 1,019,292 | 492,728 936,423 
Demerara nee ea ee] 478,773 266,545 612,805 268,337 565,433 349,280 
Barbadoes hie sat 146,619 11,186 | 281,767 2,394 | 213,406 1,606 
St. Nazaire ae ae se 31,013 115 29,642 947 25,045 158 
Curagoa ... as aad ia 8,956 oss 8,083 126 8,142 ats 
Gaveangeer es ba scs|- 21,024 619 26,396 si 13,802 139 
Calentia..:. wate sw - atv} 87,849. es 49,864 eg e EE 
Martinique ses ave ae 5,425 oss cn & 6,776 
Guadeloupe ave as oe 576 aa an nes 957 
Menado ... Orn ase 82,500 - 5 : adc 
St. Lucia... ae a Ae 1,246 ; ‘ 
Brazils ... ee aaa ar 180 6 mY 
Antigua ... 3 F ows a 530 A 
Madeira ... A at wi 4,765 

Total ae one «+.| 8,952,223 | 3,181,274 | 38,645,370 | 2,616,803 | 3,125,415 | 2,409,335 


Exhibiting an average decrease in imports of 566,830 guilders, and in 
exports of 668,205 guilders per annum. 

It must not be conceived by the imports exceeding the exports that 
local consumption is equal to the value or that trade is on the increase ; 
on the contrary, it is in a state of utter stagnation, and the greater 
portion of articles imported lies for an interminable period in the 
bonded warehouse. The competition is too great for the inhabitants, 
and the unwillingness of such of the native rural population as will 
labour to prolong the work, if in three days they earn sufficient for 
the remainder of the week, makes the position of both planters and 
merchants very critical. 


NETHERLANDS, 
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» The movement of the shipping at this port is also on the decrease, 
there being a limited quantity of produce for shipment, and supplies 
being imported in diminished quantities, there is not much hope of 
any improvement for some time to come, if at all, in this respece. 

The average rate of freight obtainable is as follows :— 


To To North To Great 

Holland. America. Britain. 

Case Os Suga de Sess ads 

Sugar ae es ..| Ton at Welt Dh 2 2 6 210 0 
Cocoa Ae Js el ane wiPena. 6 ao 0 215 0 
Cotton ee se uate ay MOM ois Ss ee 012 8 
Rum and molasses.. ..| Gallon OPO e2e | Oo O 1k! 0 O 2k 

AGRICULTURE. 


The reluctance of the freed population to perform regular field 
labour, and their innate disposition to idle and squat, encouraged by 
small freeholds obtained from Government at a nominal rent, have 
brought the agricultural resources of this colony, on which its prosperity 
exclusively depends, to a very low ebb, and indeed almost to a state 
of ruin. 

Proprietors in general depending on the proceeds of the sale of 
their produce are, in consequence of the low price of sugar, compelled 
to limit the cultivation of their estates or end in the abandonment of 
their properties. 

Estates in existence are mainly kept up by foreign labourers imported 
from China, the West Indies, and British India; but these, however, 
are so few in number, that unless regular supplies are introduced, 
which, however, cannot be done without further Government aid than 
is at present afforded, and capital brought into circulation, this extensive 
and fertile possession of Holland must eventually be struck off the list 
of sugar-exporting colonies. 


NETHERLANDS. 


41484 


sc ee 


142‘8S & PLYLG), 684'80'T LLUTL8 G0Z‘9L0T | zeroes 68T°880'T 
E98'913'T Pe 6L40°PS1'T BOL OSPT 860'008T 698‘8F9‘L 64 L88'T FES VI8‘s 
e98'99 uF 696'G9 69 G0 PPL ‘TS 899941 £94'99 616'99 
91S‘SI ay Pr9 19818 LOT‘L 20601 G08 8 9F9'98 
vie 098°F22 Teresi‘ 118'3e'T 610°F66 £69'106 ¥60°G88 418006 
690601 a 8608068 688°F93 ‘OL 69689201 OLL‘SZ0'L1 966 FLS‘EL 690'8G1°CL 
a Bt, *po}tod xp *pourrey 9, “poqtodxny *poureyqa *poytodxcy *poureyqg 
ever sestaeness Apiyuen?y Agryuengy Ayyuen?y Ayyuenyy Ayryaengy Ayryuengy 
‘OSRIOAV "Q18T "PL81 “S18T. 


« 


. 


‘ 


wep pues wun 
**  SOSSR[OPL 


ne 109409, 
me 9aon 
ue 0009) 
ois qvsng 


‘poytodxe puv pourezqgo oonpoad ojdvys Jo Aqyuenb on} Moqs [LM o[qvq pourolqns ou, 


SURINAM. 1485 


PoPULATION. 


The population of this colony, besides the Indians and so-called 
bush negroes, descendants of former runaway slaves, whose number 
cannot be ascertained with any accuracy, was, exclusive of the military 
and naval forces, according to the official returns, as follows :— 


Years. Europeans. | Immigrants. Natives. Total. 
1873 eo: . 694 4,415 44,372 49,481 
1874 es oe 7138 4,852 45,214 50,779 
1875 ee ee 706 3,779 45,363 49,848 


The births were— 


In Wedlock. | Out of Wedlock. 
Years. 
Boys. Girls. Total. |} Boys | Girls | Total 
| ee SS ES ee eer 
aa7e ... 205 174 SF. Lliaha 712 1,383 
1874 171 176 347 623 575 1,198 
1875 201 143 344 686 629 1,317 


giving a total in 1878 of 1,780, in 1874 of 1,745, and in 1875 of 1,661. 
The deaths were in— 


Years. Males. Females, Total. 


eee. | | 1,904 1,125 2,419 
— .. ..| 19x 1371 3,350 


1875 .. is na 1,333 1,076 2,409 


By comparing the tables of births and deaths it will be seen that 
the deaths exceed the births by an average of 332 per annum. 


EDUCATION AND RELIGION. 


In Paramaribo are two Government schools for indigent girls, 
attended by 234 last year; four Moravian schools, attended by 1,116 
children ; three Roman Catholic schools, attended by 1,022 children; 
and eighteen private schools, attended by 1,107 children, whereof 480 
boys were educated at the expense of Government. 

In the district are eleven Government schools, attended by 504 
children; thirteen Moravian schools, attended by 648 children; and 
three Roman Catholic schools, attended by 169 children. 

The branches taught in the district comprise the simplest rudi- 
ments, with a small smattering of history, geography, and arithmetic. 
The masters are thoroughly incompetent, and the scholars equally 
apathetic. In the town schools the above studies are completed, and 
pupils carried forward to higher branches of education. 

A law to establish compulsory education has been submitted by the 
Government to the Colonial States, but its application, if passed, will 
be attended with great difficulties, nor can its enforcement be made 
general. 
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Among the labouring classes, who are principally members of the 
Moravian and Roman Catholic churches, education and religion would 
appear to have little or no influence. Since their emancipation the 
native rural population have withdrawn in considerable numbers from 
the church; crimes and misdemeanours, which were formerly almost 
unknown, are becoming more and more prevalent; superstition and 
inditference for the Gospel gaining ground day by day, and the confi- 
dence reposed in the members of the several missions during slavery 
more or less vanished ; while with the facilities natural to the country of 
leading a nomad life in the bush, they will, it is feared, fast return to 
a state of barbarism. 


INDUSTRY. 


Within the past year the gold-diggings or washings have become 
so general as to be the means otf bringing into the Colonial Treasury a. 
considerable revenue by the numerous concessions of land granted by 
the Government to individuals at a rent of 10 c. (2d.) per hectare for 
prospecting purposes. The result, as hitherto carried on, can only be 
said to have met the preliminary outlay and daily expenses; but from 
the reports of the several enterprizers who are already at work in the 
interior, and the fine samples of gold obtained, which is estimated at a 
value of 320 dol. per lb.,.prove that this and other mineral substances 
can be procured in considerable quantities. 

Relying on the success attending the explorers and the vast wealth 
that has been accumulated by those engaged in this industry in French 
Guiana, the inhabitants are devoting their energy and capital to this 
enterprize, and by the high rate of wages offered to labourers—8s. 4d. 
a day and maintenance—Chinese labourers, who are specially sought 
for, are incited to abandon field labour, and it is said that few natives 
are induced to volunteer their services to the Concessionaires. ; 

Looking at the energy and interest now displayed by the colonists, 
encouraged by the local Government, for the development of this 
industry, one must not be surprised to find that in a few years gold 
diggings or washings, as is the case in Hrench Guiana, will supersede 
the agricultural productions of this colony. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


Years. Revenue. Expenditure. Subsidy. 
Guilders. Guilders. Guilders. 
1873 .. sis Ac 939,962 1,239,041 299,079 
1874 .. os -.| 1,854,200 1,496,330 142,130 
1875 .. “9 a 851,251 1,218,015 861,764 


SSS 
\ 


The expenditure of this colony is far in excess of its revenue, and 
for years past an annual subsidy has been allowed by the maternal 
Government. The annual budget, which is controlled by the Colonial 
States, is subject to the revision of the Chambers in Holland, where 
invariably such items as may be considered superfluous or unnecessary 
are struck out, thereby reducing the Government grant. 

This tends rather in its results to cramp the energies of the recipient 
than to develop them, for works of public utility are, year after year, 
being put aside for “better days.” 
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Surinam, June, 1876. 
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PERSIA. 


RESHT. 


Report by Consul Churchill on the Trade and Commerce of the Provinces 
of Ghilan and Asterabad for the Years 1874 and 1875. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


GHILAN. 


From the consular reports published since 1865 on the trade of 
these provinces, it is evident that the exports have always exceeded by 
a long way the importations, so that, on the whole,.Ghilan may be 
considered, even in its impoverished condition, as some value to Persia. 
Notwithstanding the repeated failure of the silk crops in Ghilan of late 
the importations and exportations seem to maintain their importance, 
and this result is no doubt due to the fact that Ghilan is on the main- 
road between Central Persia and Russia, and that the trade between 
these two countries is scarcely affected by local misfortunes. It is to 
be regretted that, viewing the repeated failure of silk in these pro- 
vinces, the inhabitants, who are by no means unmindful of their 
interests, have not turned their attention more than they have done to 
other sources of gain, such, for instance, as the cultivation of rice and 
wheat, for which both the climate and the soil of ancient Hircania are 
most favourable. . 

The following figures will show the fluctuations of trade within the 
last ten years :— 


Imports. 
| 
Al iia | 
Year. From Foreign From Interior. Total. 
Parts. 
1865 .. ae oie 97,324 196,753 294,077 
1866 .. bir) “A 112,048 70,580 182,628 
USh. 5. a2 se 207,998 176,510 . 884,508 
1874 .. oe ee 191,600 275,600 467,200 
OSS an 235,840 254,000 489,840 
Exports. 
To Foreign : 
Year. ata. To Interior. Total. 
£ £ £ 
1865 .. ns Sis 450,724 271,793 722,517 
1866 .. we ae 331,986 37,907 369,843 
UATE ee de rif 413,108 180,651 598,759 
Saas HH i 208,280 206,880 415,160 
1875: es AG 281,300 154,000 485,300 
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In the years 1866, 1871, 1874, and 1875 the produce of silk in 
Ghilan was respectively valued at £743,200, £286,700, £331,280, and 
£104,400, showing, as I have observed, no analogy with the ‘general 
trade of the place. 

The exports and imports for the years 1874 and 1875 are given in 
the following tables :— 


Forrten Trade (to Russia vid Enzela) in 1874. 


Articles, Quantity. | Value. Remarks. 
Lbs. £ 
Silk (1,800 bailots) .. oe ..| 180,950 | 32,400 | To Russia. 
Husks and refuse .. = se 28,000 1,760 ra 
Cocoons 3 ° 19,000 3,000 Bs 
Rice (various qualities) ve ..| 6,300,000 | 20,000 iy 
Timber (box, walnut loups).. ae ¥o 12,800 | For England and France. 
Silk embroidery on cloth . oe 34,000 | For Turkey. 
Cured sturgeon, caviar, &e... ne a 40,000 | Russia. 
Fish (dried end salted) .. 36 c 4,400 | Cancasus. 
Olive oil and soap .. RG Se 200,000 4,000 | Russia. 
Silk, manufactured . oe Pe sa 6,000 | Turkey and Russia. 
Jewellery 4 Ae ck tio 12,000 | Russia. 
Fruit ging nuts, &e. Ne Hh Deets Ot 6,000 a 
Wool . ; cs xe -.| 800,000 4,000 sf 
Wheat a iy < ..| 1,300,000 | 3,400] _,, 
Sheepskins .. Ae a ig ae 2,800 # 
Woollen clothing .. ae Ast ae 3,200 | Caucasus. 
Cattle... ai a6 «. head 1,700 3,400 aoe 
Grebeskins .. ig aa a% 20,000 1,120 is 
Miscellaneous an He aa ss 14,000 - 
Total .. ais a 44 ni 208,280 


Home Trade (to the Interior) in 1874. 


Articles. Quantity. | Value. Remarks. 


Lbs. Eo] 


Silk (8,252 ballots) .. Ae 247,000 | 93,600 700 lbs. to Bagdad. 


650 Ibs. to Interior. 


| 1,900 lbs. to Tabreez. 


Husks and refuse .. <3 is 93,975 5,840 Bagdad and the Inte- 
Cocoons Be: oe iis as 43,850 8,840 rior. 

Rice ee!) kM PS ee ie aaa ao eae nd other 
Silk, manufactured .. Ap 5% a 16,000 | 'fo Tehran, &e. 

Silk embroidery on cloth .. we 50 18,800 “ 

Woollen cloths an a An AN 4,400 . 

Olive oil and soap .. aa a ae 26,000 53 

Fruit (walnuts, nuts, &.) .. a ne 3,600 me 

Miscellaneous aye he 7m eit 10,000 26 ie 

Mota lene 40 Bia an AO 206,880 


AE IR RS EAST RE SE 


are 
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Forrten Trade (from Russia) in 1874. 


Articles, Quantity. | Value. Remarks. 


Lbs. £ 
Sugar (loaf) .. a ae 3,550,000 | 89,600 | From Marseilles vid 
Tiflis. 
Tron and steel Pe Re 60,000 8,800 | Russian. 
Copper a 76,000 4,800 Pe 
Glassware, crockery, and earthenware re 48,000 w 
Cloth . iF : AG 6,000 re 
Petroleum and naphtha Hb AR re 4,800 | Bokeri. 
Tes, x fy : 3 Je 70,000 | 10,000 | Russian. 
Chintz a oye ae a 4,000 Py 
Gold lace and braid . Ga ‘ . * 8,600 | Turkey. 
Candles o a : 50,000 2,000 ; Russian. 
Miscellaneous es " 10,000 as 
Dotals..:: 5 191,600 
Home Trade (from the Interior) in 1874. 
Articles. Quantity. | Value. Remarks. 
Lbs. £ 
Printed cottons, from Tabreez ae 60,000 | From England. 
Cloth » ” 16,000 | From England & France. 
Silk brocades " , 10,000 | From France. 
Glass, clocks, &e. ,, 8,000 45 re 
Cotton wares, white and coloured . 24,000 | From Isphahan, Yezd, 
Kerman. 
Silk goods .. fe rs 20,000 | From Kashan, Yezd, 
Khorassan, 
Shawls ia Ac : ore oe 9,200 | Kerman. 
Flour .. at ve ..| 8,922,222 | 28,000 | Kasvir. 
Spices & ap ae ae 26,000 | Central Persia.4 
Sheep.. at “ i oe 18,000 5,600 | Arak. 
Woollen goods c es as ad, 18,000 i 
Leather AF é ie F 22,950 3,600 | Hamadan 
Butter ste : ae .| 1,007,200 | 31,600 | Kermanshah. 
Silkworm eggs : ve : 12,750 8,000 | Sebswar and Kerman- 
shah, 
Miscellaneous S3 7,600 
ee 275,600 


a 
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Forer1en Trade (to Russia vid Enzella) in 1875. 


Articles. Quantity. | Value. Remarks. 
Lbs. £ 
Silk, 8,000 mens at 10 tomans ..| 102,000 | 82,000 | For Russia. 
Husps(has),12,000 mensat2tomans} 153,000 9,600 3 
Silk, second quality (kij), 900 mens 11,475 2,500 » 
at 7 tomans 
Rice, 150,000 kutis .. .. | 8,606,000 | 18,000 a 
Timber (boxwood, loupes, &e. De cts 36 20,000 | For England. 
Embroidery .. oe yA 36,000 | ,, Turkey. 
Sturgeon, caviar, and isinglass he a 80,000 | ,, Russia. 
Fish, dried ne is it eal eka 4,400 | ,, Caucasus. 
Olive oil as Ms ate AG AG 3,600 | ,, 3 
Silk, manufactured .. as ifs te 12,000 | Turkey and Russia. 
Wheat : : ..| 1,228,000 3,200 | Russia. 
Woollen clothing, made up. os aie 4,000 | Caucasus, 
Jewellery .. ee A aa als 18,000 | Russia. 
Cattle... 32 50 -» head 2,000 4,000 | Caucasus. 
Spices, wax, &e. A se oe me 4,000 . 
Soap .. Se ia a or BS 2,800 35 
Fruit .. ts a 0 es ne 5,600 a 
Wool, raw .. are Mn a5 229,500 3,600 Bs 
Miscellaneous x ae oh he 18,000 5 
Total .. 40 a 40 oe 281,300 


Home Trade (to the Interior) in 1875. 


Articles. Quantity. | Value. | Remarks. 
toe abs: £ 

Rice, 130,000 kutis .. bis ..| 7,459,000 | 15,600 | To Tehran, &e. 
Silk, to Tabreez Be a a, 140,222 | 44,000 |) 

co) | ABaedad Mela de Viki at lay ede S00i keto a 

5 Cazvin, &e. .. ie of 29,322 9,200 | + 870,640 lbs. 
Husks and refuse .. of ..| 127,500 8,000 | | 
Silk, second quality .. its 5 35,700 7,840 | J 
Silk manufactures .. at eis ate 19,200 | To Tehran. 
Embroidery .. Jc as 30 30 16,000 | > 
Woollen clothing .. Vee oe re 4,800 Bs 
Soap and oil .. fe a --| 108,000 2,160 Bs 
Fruit .. 50 Bye 39 50 vs 3,200 He 
Miscellaneous Ste a ag 7 6,000 % \ 


Toil ee ee | ee eas 


ee ______s__ EEel 
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Forrtan Trade (from Russia) in 1875. 


Articles. 
Sugar, loaf .. at re oi 
Iron and steel we 


Copper, lead, tin, &e., 
Glassware, crockery, &e. 


Cloth .. ae a 
Petroleum and naphtha 
Tea : “3 


Russian prints re 
Gold lace and braid .. 


Candles 
Safran vs We We AF 
Muskets (for Persian Govern- 
ment) .. boxes 
Ammunition te 4 
Miscellaneous - es 
Total .. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Remarks. 


Lbs. 
6,643,000 

50,000 

95,000 


£ 

104,000 
7,200 
6,000 
10,800 
6,000 
7,600 
8,000 
4,800 
4,400 
2,800 
1,840 


56,000 
4,400 
12,000 


235,840 


From Marseilles. 
From Russia. 


Germany. 


» 
Russia. 


Home Trade (from the Interior) in 1875. 


Articles. 


Printed cottons, from Tabreez Be 
Cloth, fine 
Silk brocades é at 
Glass, clocks, &c. 5 te 
Cotton wares (white and printed) .. 


Silk goods .. x cit of 


» 


Shawls we - te 
Flour .. oY aa as ' 
Spices. . as es ne 
Sheep.. 40 ne head 
Woollen goods a aa 
Leather 3 : 
Butter a ae 
Silkworm eggs a0 BO 
Miscellaneous 

Total .. 


Quantity. 


Lbs. 


ee 


3,380,000 
15,000 
22,950 

892,222 
8,922 


6,800 
254,000 


Remarks. 


ee 


From England. 

From England & France. 
» France. 
bE ”? 

From Isphahan, Yezd, 
and Kurman. 

From  Kashan, 
Khoragsan. 

Kerman. 

Kazveen. 

Yezd, &e. 

Arak, 


Yezd, 


” 
Hamadan. 
Kermanshah. 
Sebzwar and Kerman- 
shah, 


The total exports for 1874 amounted to £415,160, and the total 
imports to 467,200; while the value of the produce of the interior of 
Persia, which passed through Ghilan in transit, is represented by 


£225,600. 


During the year 1875, a very unfortunate year for the inhabitants 
of this province, the exports amounted to £435,300, and the imports to 
£489,840, besides £215,200 worth of produce that found its way out of 
the country through this province in transit. 

The following two tables will show the details of this transit trade :— 


1492 PERSIA. 


From the interior of Persia to Kussia vid Resht in 1874, 
: a 


Articles. Quantities, Value. Remarks. 
Lbs. £ 
Cotton from Kazveen .. ..| 2,800,000 61,600 
A Gez ie is 900,000 19,600 
Printed Calicoes .. oa ae as 38,000 | From Kashan and 
Yezd. 
Kerbaz (white cotton cloth) ne a 32,000 | From Khorassan. 
Tambakou (tobacco) + as sd 18,000 | For Shirvan. 
Silk, manufactured <4 vol ie 8,800 | Yezd and Kerman. 
Fruit (dried) 3 <3 i. a 7,200 | Pistaches, raisins, and 
almonds. 
Shawls... ox + rr ié 6,400 | Kerman. 
Spices and drugs .. 4 ite «3 6,400 
Silkworm eggs .. Ge oe 8,922 5,600 | For the Caucasus. 
Woollen clothing .. Ad ee Te 2,800 3 rs 
Poarts Myo we Ad THR 16,000 3,200 
Miscellaneous v6 i ie 16,000 
Total ey oh ae =a 225,600 


From the interior of Persia to Russia vid Ghilan in 1875. 


Articles Quantities. Value. Remarks. 
Lbs. £ 
Cotton from Kazveen  .. -.}| 3,000,000 52,000 
3 Gez .. he a«| 2,192,000 38,000 
White cotton cloth, Kerbaz aa 40,000 | Russia. 
Printed cotton goods, Persian .. se 20,000 ae Kashan and 
ezd. 
Shawls .. va sé he 2 8,800 From Kerman and 
Khoragsan. 
Silk manufactured mA ah ae 14,000 | From Yezd, Kashan, 
and Khorassan. 
Tobacco .. nt he ts st 12,000 | For Shirvan. 
Dried fruit mm we “s a 5,600 | Russia. 
Woollen clothing .. * 3 3 4,800 | For the Caucasus. 
Wool, raw.. an are i 229,500 3,600 | Russia. 
Miscellaneous we nd a 11,600 Fh 
Silkworm eggs .. oO eet 10,197 4,800 | For the Caucasus. 
Total # “a ie 45 215,200 


In adding the value of this transit trade to the amount representing 
the exports through Ghilan, it will be observed that in the year 1874 
640,760/. worth of Persian produce was exported from this place to 
foreign parts, while the total exports from the province, including the 
exports to the interior of Persia, came up to 1,107,960. 

For the year 1875 these items amounted repectively to 640,5007., 
and 1,130,340/. 

As no mention is made in Mr. Consul Abbott’s reports of the trade 
that passed through Ghilan, it is difficult to say how far that trade was 
included in the tables furnished by him. Thence the difficulty of 
drawing any tangible conclusions on the progress or decline of trade in 
these provinces. é 

The only British merchandize that finds its way to the markets of 


~~) 
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Resht, is printed cottons, imported into Persia by a mercantile house 
under British protection, established at Tabreez. These British prints 
are sold in lots at the head quarters of the establishment to Persian 
merchants and others, who send them into the interior, according to 
the tastes of the various localities for which they are destined. Resht 
imported 60,0007. worth of such prints in 1874, and 60,0002. worth in 
1875. The amount appears large enought to warrant a less costly 
means of conveyance, the way through the Caucasus being much 
shorter, and also safer and cheaper than that by Trebizond and 
Erzeroum ; and it is surprising that Messrs. Zeigler and Co., of Man- 
chester, have not adopted the route through the Caucasus to stock the 
market of Resht, if not that of Tehran, with printed cottons, especially 
as they have agents both here and at the Persian capital. On the other 
hand, it is right to observe that although facilities are, in a certain 
measure, accorded by the Russians for the transit of foreign merchan- 
dize through the Caucasus, official interference is carried there to such 
an extreme that merchants are deterred from availing themselves of the 
advantages offered by the route through Russian territory. It is likely, 
however, that when the railway line between Tiflis and Bakou is 
terminated—and it will be in the course of two or three years—the 
Russian Government will see the advantage of breaking down the 
barriers that its own employés have shortsightedly set up against the 
development of trade in that part of the Russian Empire. 

Silk.—With regard to this valuable and, to Ghilan, most important 
produce, I cannot do better than refer you to my report transmitted to 
the Foreign Office on the 12th October last. 

To the information therein contained I have only to add that silk- 
worms’ eggs from Japan were imported for the first and last time in the 
years 1867, 1868, and 1869, for the sums of 600/., 1,600/., and 7,200/. 
respectively, but that within the last ten years silkworms’ eggs from 
various parts of the interior of Persia (Khorassan more particularly) 
have been imported and exported to the Caucasus in the following pro- 
portions :— 


Imported. Exported. 
Years. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value, 
Lbs. £ Lbs. £ 
1866 .. 12,750 54,000 is ss 
1867 ... 16,575 57,200 Tins 
1868 ..! as 19,225 54,000 
1869 .. ; 22,941 54,000 
1870 .. «| 25,500 64,000 Ad 3 
BG iss an 31,875 65,000 8,932 18,200 
i872... ‘ 20,894 85,200 6,375 11,000 
1878 .. -| 24,216 34,200 8,288 | 11,700 
dite: Ae 17,847 15,200 8,922 5,600 
‘IES (6 se vale a 26,775 12,600 10,197 4,800 


It is calculated that for the production of 1 men of silk, equal to 
123 Ibs., 18 mens of yellow Japanese cocoons are required; that from 
16 to 80 mens of white Japanese cocoons and 12 mens of Khorassan 
cocoons are required to produce the same amount of silk. The silk 
produced from Japanese eggs fetches a very low price in the market, on 
account of its want of strength and its dull colour, not more than 
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6 tomans being paid for the yellow and 8 tomans for the white, white 
the silk resulting from Sebzevar silkworm seed fetches a much higher 
price. : 

The prices of the various articles of trade in the markets of Resht 
are as follows :— 


HiCG,..) = ay 5s + .. 1keran per men of 12% lbs, 

Meat os zs ve .. & krans - 

Wheat .. Ae; af .. 16 shahis an 

Barley .. ah 2, SF aihy ESS Ge ty, 

Flour (Astrakan) Sie .. 6 krans 

», (Casvien).. oe Ah re 

Olive oil .. ae aS ie Ore hesy e 

Wool an Bis rye els ROL as oe » 

Cotton ; DS - 

Sugar ae "a ae Kae = 

Petroleum He es Ber LE, of 

Tea Me ts es PONVSG 53; 33 

Candles .. ad as el Dae, re 

QOxen 5. a3 is .. 50 ,, . per head. 

Sheep .. sf ‘ea ree a ings 5 

Sheepskins 36 e .. 10 shahis each. 

Hides .. ae i a Oras a, 

Grebe skins a0 Ae Sap ale oles An 

Boxwood ac Ae .. 20 toman per 1,000 pieces. 

Embroidery ta sc .. from 23 to 5 tomans per square yard. 

Weights. 
1 men shah ae Pas os ta oo alee Ibs. 
1 men Tabreez .. a5 re $i 5 6h ,, 
Exchange. 
25 krans + ste Me ds 2. OM 
LOV4, ae bia a rte +. 1 toman. 
20 shahis fe Ee a oe :. .ikrant 
2 panabuts E 
ASTERABAD. 


The whole trade of the province of Asterabad amounts to about 
160,000/. a year. 

The customs of the port of Jez are farmed for 4,000 tomans per 
annum. Jez is the only port of the province, and through it most of 
the trade of that locality is carried on. Here, as at the custom-house 
at Enzelee, in Ghilan, the merchants make arrangements with the 
authorities, by which a considerable discount is made on the 5 per cent. 
imposed by treaty. 

The imports are roughly estimated at 100,000 tomans, and the 
exports at 300,000 tomans, including the produce of the interior which, 
through the town of Asterabad, finds its way out of the country. 

The Mercury and Caucasus Company’s steamers anchor within a 
quarter of a mile of the village of Jez; they convey most of the trade 
of this province to Bakon and vice versdé, Constantinople being the 
destination of the greater part of the exports. 600 bales of manu- 
factured goods (mostly Manchester goods), 8,000 boxes of Marseilles 
sugar, 50,000 tomans’ worth of spices, mostly from Turkey, besides 
iron, steel, spirits, hardware, china, wine, and copper utensils from 
Russia are annually imported; while 25,000 bales of cotton, 6,000,000 
Ibs. of wheat, 600,000 lbs. of caviar are yearly exported to Russia and 
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the Caucasus. About 100 ballots of silk and 60,000 tomans’ worth of 
opium, originally from Yezd, goes to Constantinople, and wool, loupes, 
silkworms’ eggs (from Lebzewar), grebe skins, dried fruit, &c., find 
their way out of the province through Jez. 

Tbe direct trade between Asterabad and the Turkish capital (in 
transit through the Caucasus) is carried on by native merchants. It 
amounts to about 40,000 tomans’ worth of imports, and is made up of 
English piece goods, while, as already stated, the whole of the opium 
and silk goes to Constantinople. The local prices are :— 


Cotton .. rs .. 20 tomans per kharvar. 
Wheat .. a .. 10 to 20 krans per kharvar. 
Rice Xe x .» 15 krans per kharvar. 
Barley .. “sp «. § krans per kharvar. 
Sesamum.. #6 .. 8 tomans per kharvar. 
Wool ne oe .. 4krans per men. 
Silk, yellow a .. 10 tomans per men. 

» White Ae .. 83 tomans per men. 


Agricultural labour is paid at the rate of one-fifth of the produce 
for wheat, rice, and barley. 


Weights. 


1 men of Asterabad .. a te fe 144 lbs. 
1-kharvar as +e 5e AC «. “585° ,, 


Agriculture——There is a remarkable difference between the climate 
of the southern shores of the Caspian Sea and the plateau of Persia, 
between which rises the elevated range of the Elburz; for, while the 
latter is dry, these provinces are reputed for their dampness, and their 
vegetation is quite tropical. Swampy forests cover the whole surface 
of the low lands lying at the foot of the Elburz on its northern face, in 
which every description of fruit tree grows luxuriantly ; thus walnuts, 
nuts, pomegranates, mulberries, plums, grapes, apples, pears, hops, and 
various kinds of berries grow wild in the forests ; their quality is neces- 
sarily inferior, but they afford ample subsistence to the poor, who are 
in consequence inclined to be indolent. In summer the vegetable 
gardens produce every kind of melon and cucumber, and the vast 
quantities of this crude fruit consumed by the lower classes generates 
various sorts of fever, which prevail between the months of July and 
October. 

Owing to the great abundance of water on the surface of the soil 
everywhere, rice is grown very considerably, but the culture of the 
mulberry tree is what absorbs the greater part of the attention of the 
inhabitants. There are extensive plantations of this tree to be seen all 
over the plains. The younger the trees are the more prized is the leaf 
as food for the silkworm, and old trees are usually cut down to make 
room for new plantations. Near the foot of the mountains boxwood 
grows in abundance, particularly in the district of Tenekapoun, in the 
province of Mazenderun. Upwards of 27,0007. worth of this wood 
was purchased at Rostow last year by an English firm of Liverpool, and 
the great profits made by some individuals have induced many people 
to engage in this trade this year. Boxwood was formerly cut down in 
large quantities in the mountainous regions of the Caucasus, but 
~ disputes having arisen as to the rightful ownership of the forests, the 
Russian Government has within the last few years prohibited its being 
cut; thence it has been sought for in these provinces. It is a wood 
that grows very slowly, and requires much time to attain the size 
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required for the market. It is thus probable that very few years will 
see the end for a time of this branch of trade in this part of Persia. 
Already, in Ghilan, it has become scarce, but vast forests of it are still 
to be found in Mazenderun. The Governor of Uhilan, with a view to 
making the Persian Government profit by this rising industry, has 
thought fit to obtain the Shah’s sanction to prohibit the farther cutting 
of this wood and loupes without a special permission, and this measure 
has given rise to great dissatisfaction both amongst the owners of box- 
wood forests and those engaged in cutting and exporting this timber. 

In the valley of the Elburz, through which the Sefudrood runs from 
the plateau of Persia to the Caspian Sea, the olive tree grows freely, 
and olive oil of a very fair quality might be produced if proper presses 
were employed; as it is, the oil extracted by the most primitive 
methods is thick and unsuited for the table; it is principally used in 
the manufacture of soap. 

Oranges, lemons, mandarins, and all the various descriptions of this 
kind of fruit are plentiful. Unfortunately the winter of 1874-75 
destroyed many trees ; the loss accruing to the inhabitants of Ghilan 
alone from this calamity is estimated at not less than 200,0002. 

Tobacco of the quality grown on the shores of the Black Sea, and 
known under the name of bafra, has been tried at Resht, and the 
quality produced is not inferior to the original stock. The governor, 
Nasir-ul-Mulk, who is both enlightened and enterprising, has at my 
suggestion written to Constantinople for a large supply of Yenija and 
Latakieh seed, and should these qualities, so famous in Turkey, be 
suitable to this climate, the growth of this plant may attain some 
importance in the course of time. 

Owing to the great similarity of the climate of these shores with 
that of the foot of the Himalaya, where a fair quality of tea is produced, 
it has been supposed that this plant would succeed here, and I have 
applied for some tea seed from that part of India,to try it. Unfortu- 
nately the person who had first suggested this idea, and who had made 
overtures to the Persian Government for the establishment of a tea 
plantation in Ghilan, has been obliged to quit the country on account 
of ili health, and this notion has apparently been abandoned. 

Cattle —It is only of late years that cattle have been exported in 
any quantities from these shores. The oxen are of the Indian breed, 
with the hump on the back, and of a diminutive species. They sell for 
from 8 to 5 tomans per head. They are not used for draught, and are 
only killed for butcher’s meat in winter. 

Sheep and goats are ‘not so plentiful, although cheap, costing from 
7s. to 10s. a head. Their wool is of a fine texture, but very dirty, and 
it sells in the market in this state at the rate of 44 krans the men of 
122 lbs. This winter there has been a great demand for it, and it has 
consequently increased in price. 

Horses ——The Turcoman breed of horses procurable in the province 
of Asterabad is peculiar to Persia. It is a large-boned animal, of the 
English hunter type, very hardy, and up to any amount of work. In 
1857 several specimens of this breed were sent by the Shah of Persia to 
the Emperor of the French, who ultimately sent them to Algeria, 
where they were successfully crossed, in the “ hara” of Blida, with the 
small Barbary horse of the country. They fetch high prices in Persia, 
and are much prized at the capital. ; 

I may here mention the existence of wild horses in Ghilan. The 
forests are so extensive that horses once gone astray are recovered with 
difficulty. In some parts of Ghilan, horses as wild as the roebuck and 
the stag are met with at times, animals born and bred in the jungle. 


~~ 
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Pusriic Works. 


Nothing in the shape of public works has been accomplished within 
the last two years. The cutting cleared through the forest by 
Mr. Reuter’s staff of engineers, with a view to connecting Resht with 
the capital by rail, is already obliterated. The roads through the 
jungle, with the exception of the main route from the coast to the 
summit of the mountains, are at times all but impracticable. The main 
route is comparatively speaking in tolerable condition, and fit for 
carriage traffic for about twenty miles; beyond that it 1s as rough as 
any road in Persia, and quite unfit for wheels. The port of Enzelee is 
inaccessible to the mail steamers in rough weather, and no means have 
yet been devised to insure communication with the Russian vessels that 
frequent the coast. The inland sheet of water between Enzelee and 
Piri Bazar, called the Murdal, is still traversed by small flat-bottomed 
boats, which require a large crew to navigate them, while there is room 
for the employment of half-a-dozen steam launches, if only for towing 
purposes. In fact, public works do not appear to have hitherto 
engrossed the attention of Government in these provinces. 


Postan COMMUNICATIONS. 


The Caspian provinces are better off for postal communications 

than any other part of Persia, as the Russian steamers of the Mercury 
and Kafkas Company place Resht and Asterabad within fourteen and 
seventeen days of London respectively, vid Astrakan, during eight 
months of the year. These boats touch at HEnzelee and Jez once a 
week, and place these ports in communication with all the other ports 
of the Caspian Sea. From the middle of November to the middle of 
April, the Volga being closed, the postal steamers only ply once a 
month, 
In Persia proper no postal arrangements have hitherto been made, 
and letters are carried by special couriers. It is now proposed to 
institute a regular post-office at Tehran, but it may be long before it 
can be said that regular postal communications exist in this country, 


FISHERIES. 


The southern coast of the Caspian is reputed for its fisheries, and 
vast quantities of caviar, isinglass, and dried fish are exported every 
year to Russia and the Caucasus. The sturgeon, called. the seg mahi, 
or dogfish,—the salmon and salmon trout, called azad mahi,—and the 
sefud mahi abound in the creeks and rivers along the coast of Ghilan 
and Mazenderan. The former, the most valuable of the three, pro- 
duces the much-prized caviar, of which so large a consumption is made 
in Russia and in Turkey; while the sefud mahi, when dried, supplies 
the poorer classes of the provinces, as well as those of Shirvan, with 
salt fish at a very low price all the year round,—a luxury which to 
them is very palatable with their rice, which constitutes their principal 


food. 

‘Within the last two years the fisheries of Ghilan and Mazenderan 
have been farmed out to a Russian subject, named Leonozoff, who has 
agreed to pay the Persian Government the sum of 41,000 tomans 
a year for the monopoly. Mr. Leonozoff’s contract is for five years, 
and although the amount paid by this person exceeds the amount 
formerly collected by Goyernment for the said fisheries, it is calculated 
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that a much larger sum might have been paid for the said fisheries, 
viewing the great profits made by Mr. Leonozoff. 

When the winter season sets in, and the fish seek shelter in the 
creeks and up the rivers to spawn, upwards of 500 fishermen are 
employed. It frequently occurs that the fish are so plentiful—coming 
as they do in shoals—that they are baled out of the water at the 
mouths of the creeks and rivers. Under such circumstances as many 
as 30,000 fish are caught inaday. At other times prongs and hooks 
and nets are used. The sturgeon, which is a large fish, 4 or 5 feet 
long, and is deemed “ haram,”’ or unlawful for food by the Persians, is 
cut open for the purpose of extracting the roe and the gelatinous 
substance on the back. It is then salted and put into casks, as also 
the caviar, and shipped for Astrakan, the headquarters of Mr. 
Leonozoff’s business. There the caviar is put into tins and sent to 
all parts of Russia. It is calculated that the produce of these fisheries 
exceeds 200,000 tomans a year, No export duty is levied on this 
produce, and the Persian Government have no control over this gentle- 
man’s establishment. It is, therefore, difficult to say what amount of 
profit is made, but the expense of catching, salting, packing, and ship- 
ping cannot come to much less than 100,000 tomans a year. 

Salmon and salmon trout, weighing 15 to 20 lbs. or more, can be 
bought in the season for from 2s. to 4s. The flavour of the former is 
more like the salmon trout than the real salmon. Its colour is of a 
paler hue, and has been scarcely recognised as salmon by its taste. 

The sefud mahi does not exceed 5 or 6 lbs. in weight, and is sold 
fresh at 4d. each. 


EMBROIDERY. 


One of the few articles of Resht industry exported from this place, 
* as well to the interior of Persia as to the Caucasus and other parts of 
Russia, is the silk embroidery on cloth, for which Resht has acquired a 
certain reputation. Horse-cloths, table-covers, and carpets are made 
of this really most beautiful embroidery, in which great taste is dis- 
played both in the design and in the disposition of colours. It surpasses, 
by a good way, in fineness embroidery of the same kind produced in 
the Bombay Presidency, and its price is from 25 to 5 tomans the 
square zer, which is a trifle larger than the square metre. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Administration.—Nothing can be more simple than the organization 
of a provincial Government in Persia. In reality no Government at 
all exists, the only functions of the ruling power being, apparently, the 
collection of the taxes. 

When a governor is appointed by the Shah to one of the provinces, 
he takes upon himself the payment of the taxes, and it is his business 
to collect them the best way he can, with the aid of his farrashes, his 
personal guard, and employés. No police of any regular description 
exists in the provinces, but the power of a farrash is paramount, and 
when he is deputed by his chief to any quarter to enforce an order, the 
servant developes into a man of much consequence, and generally con- 
trives to fill his purse before he returns to his duties at the Government 
mansion. Indeed, a farrash is not under ordinary circumstances other- 
wise paid, and it is only by such irregular means that they can exist. - 

The province of Ghilan is subdivided into districts, at the head of 
which are appointed Lieutenant-Governors, responsible to the Governor 
of the province for the due collection of the taxes. These different 
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districts and the amount of taxation imposed on each are given in the 
following list :— 


SS NSS 


Currency. Sterling. 
Tomans. Ea 
Ek) en Goa 43,000 17,200 
ee io ee 46,000 18,400 
Fomen .. ite iS a 36,000 14,400 
Gesker .. vie ae ae 6,000 2,400 
Talishan.. te si sis 1,500 600 
eg AR 6,000 2,400 
Rustemabad .. ne AP 3,000 1,200 
Rudbar .. of Be Ne 2,000 800 
Menjeel .. rip i me 2,000 800 
Lengerood vs vi at 7,000 2,800 
Siah Kuh and Dilman .. a 6,000 2,400 
Wotal .<. ««.  s«|, , 158,500 63,400 


The district of Talish, comprising the subdivisions of Talish Dulab, 
Shandermine Assalem, Gili Dulab, Kerganrood, Masal, and Enzelee 
only pays 1,500 tomans, but, being on the Russian frontier, it furnishes, 
like Asterabad, a sort of frontier guard in which every able-bodied man 
is enrolled. 

The taxes are assessed in accordance with a survey made some fifty 
years ago, since which date many changes have necessarily taken place. 
Estates that were once flourishing have become a rank jungle, while 
forest lands that were not taxed in those days have since been brought 
under cultivation, but pay nothing. These changes render the collec- 
tion of taxes difficult, and although officers have been appointed by the 
Central Government to make a new survey, cupidity intervenes between 
the Government and the landowner, from which both are losers, the 
only gainer being the surveyor, who has received a bribe to make out 
the assessed taxes as small as possible, without his survey being 
accepted as final. 

The Governor of Ghilan reeeives 10,000 tomans a year, payable out 
of the taxes, as his stipend, but he is about the only paid officer in the 
administration. His Secretary-General pays himself out of the arbitrary 
fees levied on the signature of the documents that pass through his 
hands, and, as I have before observed, the farrashes pay themselves out 
of the sums they impose on the inhabitants, and in this manner is 
carried on the administration of the province. If the Lieutenant- 
Governor of a district does not come forward with ample presents to 
the Governor, besides the regular amount of taxes assessed as his share 
of the “maliat,” his property is confiscated, and he may consider 
himself well off if he is not subjected to the ignominious punishment 
of the sticks for not having had the money ready at hand when his 
time came to pay up. In his turn the Governor of the province is 
waited upon by the Central Government in a manner that would 
astonish any European functionary. The result,is that the landed 
proprietors, who, on account of the failure of the silk crops during the 
last few years, have not been able to recoup themselves, are ruined to 
a man in Ghilan, and the state of things ix becoming daily worse and 
worse. Landed property is at an absurd discount, and, as no one will 
buy, debts cannot be paid, and trade is at a stand still. 

In the courts of justice the same system of irregularity prevails. 
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None of the judges are paid, so that he who bribes most gains his suit. 
A case may come up over and over again, as no sentence is deemed to 
be final, and may any day be reversed by a decree from the Shah. 

Is it then a wonder with such ample opportunities for the governing 
class to enrich themselves, that the attempted reforms called the 
Tanzimati Hassana should have been received with so much hesitation 
at the hands of the administration and the judicial authorities? The 
institution of those reforms should have been preceded by an adequate 
provision for the various members of the administration to have proved 
acceptable to them, but what was more surprising was the opposition 
these reforms received from the people whose interests they were meant 
to protect. It is obvious, now, that this opposition sprang from the 
fear entertained by the people lest they should be more heavily taxed 
to pay for the new administrative machinery, and still be exposed to the 
old exactions. 


CustToMs, 


The customs of the various provinces of Persia are farmed out 
separately. Those of Ghilan render 40,000 tomans per annum, besides 
10,000 tomans levied, contrary to treaty, on the internal trade. 5 per 
cent. is the amount payable on all merchandize coming in and going 
out of the country. Merchandize having once paid customs, it is not 
called upon to do so again when it passes from one province into 
another, and advantage is taken of this system by some merchants to 
pay less than the regulation 5 per cent., by paying on the spot export 
duty on merchandize destined to quit the country through another 
frontier, as the farmer of the customs of Ghilan, for instance, who has 
no connection with the farmer of the customs of Tabreez, would prefer 
receiving 3 per cent., and deliver a customs receipt on silk proceeding 
to Trabreez but destined for exportation, to allowing the goods to quit 
the province without paying anything. 

Revenue. —The total revenue of Ghilan is made up of the following 
items. 


Currency. Sterling. 
Tomans & 
Customs e ve oy es 40,000 16,000 
Inland tolls .. ah oA aE 10,000 4,000 
Fisheries pede bake AF os 41,000 16,490 
Crown lands .. ae is - 170,000 68,000 
Land tax Si 30 Amn te 158,600 63,000 
Shop tax 30 me ae ae 8,000 1,200 
Total .. an ata te 422,000 168,800 


Avenues of Trade—The transport of merchandize to and from 
Ghilan is effected, in the Caspian sea, by the Mercury and Caucasus 
Company’s steamers, together with a number of small coasting vessels 
that frequent the outlying ports along the sea board!; and inland, by 
means of horses, mules, and camels. With the exception of the short 
bit of road from Piribazar to the mountain range, which has already 
been noticed, no other carriageable road is to be found in Ghilan, and 
the costly transport on the backs of animals thus adds considerably to the 
original price of goods. It is this want of roads, in a country which 
affords every facility for their construction, that prevents the valnable 
timber and other produce of Ghilan from finding its way to the coast, 
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while the Russian district of Lankoran, which enjoys resources similar 
to those of Ghilan, exports vast quantities of staves and empty casks 
made of oak for the market of Bakou, where they are in such demand 
for the transport of petroleum, and where a large supply of sleepers 
will be required for the new railway in the course of construction. 

A horse load consists of two packages of an average weight of 150 
lbs. each. A camel load is from 500 to 600 lbs. From 2 to 4 tomans 
is the amount charged per load from Resht to Tehran. 

There are seven principal routes by which Persia communicates 
with foreign countries. Bender Abbass, Bushire, and Mohammera, 
in the south; Bagdad in the west; Tabreez, Resht, and Asterabad, in 
the north. With the exception of Resht and Asterabad, English 
cotton goods constitute the majority of importations. Here Russian 
goods monopolize, one may almost say, the bulk of importations, but 
why this should he the case it is not easy to understand at first sight, 
as Russia raises no obstacle to the passage of foreign merchandize 
through the Caucasus in transit, but the fact lies in this, that the 
Russians treat the Persians in the Caucasus and in the Caspian in such 
an overbearing manner, that few, if any, of the Shah’s subjects will 
willingly go by the Caucasus, however shorter the journey may be when 
compared with the Erzeroum route, and the old European houses 
established at Tabreez continue to bring their goods to Tabreez as 
their headquarters; but when, in a very short time, the railway 
between Tiflis and Bakou shall be in working order, there can be no 
doubt that that route will be preferred for supplying the Persian 
capital with European goods, more especially when the apathy of the 
Turks in the way of repairing their roads is borne in mind. 

Bender Abbass will always supply the markets of Yezd and 
Kerman, though some portion of the produce of these remote Persian 
provinces may take the northern route by Asterabad to find its way to 
the Turkish capital. Bushire will have no competitors for the supply 
of the province of Fars and even that of Isphahan. Mohammera may 
be made to supply Shushtir, Dizful, and the whole of the country 
drained by the Karoum and the Hawiza, including the Bakhtiari 
mountains and Luristan ; Bagdad is already the depdt of foreign goods 
required by Persian Kurdistan, Kermanshah, Hamadan, and Burujird, 
while Tabreez is the emporium for all European merchandize destined 
for the north of Persia, including Ghilan and Mazenderan.. Each 
of these places will necessarily command a monopoly of the trade 
within a certain radius, to the exclusion of the others, but the adop- 
tion of an improved mode of transport, be it a proper road suitable for 
wheeled traffic, or a canal or a railway, would increase that radius. 
By the construction of their line through the Caucasus, from east to 
west, Russia brings the ports of the Caspian Sea within two days 
journey of the Euxine, by which means the hitherto most inaccessible 
regions of Persia and Central Asia are brought into closer connection 
with civilized Europe, and if no other railway line is made to counter- 
balance this new route, the Persian capital as well as Isphahan, 
Hamadan, and Meshed will be supplied through Russia, and, eventually, 
by Russian goods. A railway from Resht to Tehran would only have 
hastened the attainment of this object. A line from Constantinople to 
Tabreez, and so on to our Indian frontier has been talked of, but it 
will be long before such an idea can be accomplished. 

A line between Bagdad and Hamadan would, perhaps, be better 
suited than any other to draw Persia of its produce and supply it with 
European goods, more especially as it is a route m uch frequented, under 
ordinary circumstances, by Persian pilgrims to the shrines of Kerbella 
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and Iman Ali. Such a line would ultimately join on to the line of the 
Valley of the Euphrates, whenever that is constructed. This line 
could raise no objection in Persia from a political point of view, and it 
would ensure an increase of trade which would go far to revive the 
interest of England in this country. A line connecting Bushire with 
Shiraz, would, I feel convinced, be attended with good results, but it 
would undoubtedly meet a strong opposition on the part of Russia 
and even Persia itself. 


Resht, January 10, 1876. 
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Report by Consul Churchill on the Naphtha Pits of Bakou, and the 
Petroleum manufactured in the Neighbourhood of that Town. 


Fourtzxn versts from the town of Bakou, in the Caucasus, are 
situated the naphtha wells of that place. For hundreds of years 
naphtha has been extracted by the natives from that locality, and the 
quantity underground appears to be unlimited. At the present moment 
-a well 81 feet deep is shown to the visitor that was dug by the Persians 
when they were masters of the country 200 years ago. In summer, 
when gases are generated in the bowels of the earth, the naphtha is 
thrown up in jets, some reaching 100 feet in height above the soil; it 
then runs to waste, as ro means have as yet been devised to collect 
such large quantities of this oil. 

While at Bakou in April last, on my way to my post, I was kindly 
invited by Colonel Boarmaister, of the Engineers, to visit the wells 
situated on the plateau of Balakhana. On our way thither, rising 
slightly as we left the town, we reached an undulating plateau, on 
which we crossed several ridges of sandstone, and passed large sheets 
of water impregnated with salt. Strings of high-wheeled carts were 
met going to and coming from the wells, conveying in raw skins 
naphtha to the town. The roads were through ploughed fields, and it 
struck me, at first sight, as a most primitive way of conveying the raw 
material to the manufactories to be transformed into petroleum. 

Arrived at Balakhana, the first well we visited was an artesian well 
126 feet deep. It was bored three years ago, and last year rendered 
from 16,000 to 20,000 poods of naphtha a day. At present, the demand 
haying decreased, it only gives about 5,000 poods; a pood is 36 lbs. in 
weight. A horse was employed in raising the oil by means of a pump. 
Each time this pump was set to work a jet of naphtha 7 or 8 feet high 
and 1 foot in diameter came gushing out, and kept on coming for some 
time. 

We next visited the well that was sunk by the Persians 200 years 
ago. With a looking-glass to throw a sunbeam down it the naphtha 
is seen working away at the bottom, some 80 feet below the. surface, 
like a troubled sea. It now belongs to Messrs. Galafee, but is not 
worked. 

In the close neighbourhood of these two wells has been formed a 
lake of pure naphtha, fully a quarter of a mile in circumference and 
12 feet deep. It is calculated to hold millions of poods of naphtha 
that has run to waste, and has now become worthless. 

Colonel Boarmaister then took me to the wells under his own 
superintendence. They are five in number, and stand a little apart 
from the others. 

A five-horse power machine fed with naphtha, projected in spray by 
a jet of vapour, works two of the wells, of which one is 175 feet deep 
and the other 208 feet. They are both artesian wells, and a tube con- 
taining seven poods is let down and filled and pulled up again by a 
donkey-engine. The oil is then poured into a large tub, from which 
it flows into tanks. It took a minute and a half to let this tube down 
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— pull it up, which would make over 10,000 poods in the twenty-four 
hours. 

A third well under the direction of Colonel Boarmaister was visited, 
which produced 2,C00 poods a day. Here an aspiring pump was pro- 
eit by a two-and-a-half horse-power engine, equally fed with 
naphtha. 

Formerly these wells were the property of the State, but within the 
last two years they have been sold to the public, and the majority of 
them have been bought up by Mr. Mirzayoft and Messrs. Kokoroff and 
Co. They fetched 3,500,000 r., and Government now imposes a tax of 
25 c. per pood of petroleum produced. In the year 1874 this tax 
produced 280,000 r., showing a produce of 1,120,000 poods of petro- 
leum, and a consumption of three times that amount of naphtha. 

The value of the naphtha at the wells is 3c. the pood. It costs 
- from 5d c. to 6 ce. per pood to convey it to Bakou, and the average price 
of petroleum at the manufactories is from 60 ¢. to 70 ¢. the pood. 

In the year 1874 upwards of 180 manufactories were at work in the 
outskirts of Bakou, but owing to the enormous competition of Ameri- 
can petroleum, many of the smaller manufactories have been compelled 
to shut up. 

The two largest manufactories are those of Mr. Mirzayoff and 
Messrs. Kokoroff and Co., at Surakh Khana, a spot situated 8 versts 
from Balakhana, and 13} versts from the town. ‘This spot was chosen 
on account of the economy of fuel, as gas issuing out of the surface is 
used in lieu of coal or naphtha. You have at Surakh Khana the 
wonderful sight of green fields with waving corn, in the midst of which. 
the remoyai of a foot or two of earth willreveal a jet of gas that will raise 
an enormous blaze if set on fire. It is here that the Hindu monastery 
of fire-worshippers is established, where a tongue of flame is perpetually 
kept up. But if these establishments have the advantage of cheap 
fuel, the position of Surakh Khana, away from the naphtha wells and 
at a distance from the town, increases the cost of transport, and conse- 
quently adds to the cost of the article produced. The buildings, more- 
over, erected by Mr. Mirzayoff are too palatial for practical purposes. 

There may be said to be four distinct operations in the development 
of this trade. 1st, the extraction of the naphtha from the earth; 2nd, 
its conveyance to the refining manufactories; 3rd, its refining process; 
and 4th, its transport and its disposal in the markets of Russia. 

The quantity of naphtha extracted at the wells is regulated by the 
demand, as there seems to be an unlimited supply of the raw material. 
Forty wells produced in 1874 upwards of 4,000,000 poods, besides the 
quantity that ran to waste. The means employed in the extraction are 
in some cases most primitive and clumsy, and it is only within the last 
three or four years that the process of boring has been resorted to, and 
wells are even now dug in the ordinary fashion at great expense. Then, 
again, while fuel exists in abundance on the spot, few steam engines 
are used, and those which are employed are not of the best. I did not 
see a single centrifugal pump in use. After that the carting of the 
naphtha is both clumsy and expensive. The carts are not calculated 
to carry more than 25 or 30 poods each, and they require a horse and a 
conductor for every one separately. This primitive mode of conveyance 
over the country, for no road exists, raises the price of the raw material 
from 3c. to 8c. or 9c. the pood, brought down to the manufactory. 
There is a vast field for economy in this, if in nothing else, and various 
plans have been suggested for the transport of the raw material to the 
manufactories ; some are for the establishment of a tramway, others of 
a railway with suitable tanks to hold the oil, while a third party insists 
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upon the laying down of an iron pipe through which the naphtha 
would, by gravitation, find its own way to the lower level of the town. 
It may be here observed that these Jast two methods are used success- 
fully in Pennsylvania for much longer distances, and it is only by the 
-adoption of such plans that the Bakou petroleum can possibly compete 
with the petroleum of the United States. 

Some economy might also be effected in the process of purifying 
the petroleum, as while sulphur is to be had in large quantities on the 
eastern shores of the Caspian, at Krasnavodsk, sulphuric acid is at 
present brought from Russia to purify the naphtha and separate the 
opal-coloured petroleum from the tarry matter which is united with it 
in its mineral state. Salt in sufficient quantities for the fabrication of 
potash is to be found in the neighbourhood of Bakou. 

The amount of petroleum imported from the United States into 
Russia between 1863 and 1870 was as follows :— 


Poods. 
1863 .. 4 he ee ahs Sr 3,300 
ig64 oe PH " hin sae eee 
‘e5 a ae mA oa aie -. 1,033,600 
Ee ee A EUR lh op an 488 
ae + oe ¥ 2s .. 2,209,976 
OS a ee mee | 
1869 .. oe Al ony ane +» =4,897,841 
gt aiien clap tent Rnie merrt mer oi 


It has since attained the large amount of 12,000,000 r., and it finds its 
way te Moscow and many of the inland towns, vid Cronstadt, which 
would be supplied by Bakou if so many causes did not exist to render 
Bakou petroleum too dear. It is now produced at 60 ¢. the pood, 
including the tax, to which 50 ¢. per pood has to be added for the cost 
of the cash into which it is put; thus it costs Lr. 10c. the pood at 
Bakou. 
_ The cost of transport is to— 


Re. se. 
Astrakan ., oF an sd iw @ 15 
Moscow .. ne ae “ 4a ca F700) Od 
Tiflis u me An Be 80c.and1 20 
Mjni ad he t. 3 at of OR 35 
Kazan we ae Ate F 0) 88 
Simbersk .. “ne ie < ta OO) 
Sarativ 42 nh ae es a oie Os 29: 
Tsaritzin .. rye A Zit ve Sar e) 


Notwithstanding all these drawbacks, 1,300,000 poods were sent into 

Russia in 1874. 
Naphtha would make a very good substitute for coal on board the 

steamers employed in the Caspian Sea, and I believe most of them 


employ it. 


Resht, January 20, 1876. 
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Report by Consul Nugent on the Trade and Commerce of Arica for 
the Year 1875. 

Amv the beginning of the year trade wore a favourable aspect, andi 
there was reason to hope for a prosperous year for all branches of 
commerce, but the disastrous state of the finances of the country, the 
alarm caused by the projects and decrees of the Government attacking 
and usurping private interests in the nitrate districts, the rapid depre- 
ciation of the notes of the Lima banks with which the whole country 
was inundated, and political disturbances in many portions of the 
country, have brought on a result different to what was anticipated at 
the commencement of the year. 

Besides the monetary crisis which has been so disastrously felt 
here, the disturbed political state of Bolivia, and the continual fluctua- 
tions in the price of silyer, have added their share to reduce commercial 
operations in this department. 

From the causes above indicated exports have fallen off, whilst by 
the injudicious action of the Government an unhealthy impulse was 
given to imports. 

Towards the end of the year the Government, with the hope of 
relieving the financial position, or rather of finding money for their 
most urgent necessities, made a heavy reduction of duties for a period 
of three months. This was taken advantage of to withdraw stocks out 
of bond, which, more than required for the immediate demand, have 
not since been replaced; and parties who had cleared their goods under 
the duties established by law were not in a position to compete with 
the influx of goods brought into the market under more advantageous. 
rates, and much distress and commercial embarrassment has been 
caused to houses of middle standing. Meanwhile the reduction in 
duties was taken advantage of to import largely from Chile, the intro<~ 
duction of wheat, flour, barley, and other provisions amounting to 
1,400,000 soles. 

The rapid depreciation in Lima notes, not current in this depart- 
ment, caused their investment in the north of Peru, where they are 
still current; and in rice, spirits, wines, and other produce of the north, 
the imports reached 1,600,000 soles, 

The imports from other countries may be estimated— 


Soles. 
a, Great Britain .. ee oe Se +. 2,800,000 
rea France .. 6 an ve ee +» 1,750,000 
Germany Be ae ai he oe  -1'5550,006 
; United States .. an ee 50 oe 600,000 
ks Total .. a ay e. 9,750,000 


I furnish tables of exports during the year (Nos. I. and IL.) and 
estimated value, showing gross value of 4,874,651 soles, showing a 
falling off from last year of about 640,000 soles. With an overstocked 
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market the revenue from the customs must be seriously diminished 
this year, the necessity of meeting engagements under a ruinous 
exchange must be severely felt, and we must look for a very consider- 
able falling off in all branches of trade during the present year. 

In the maritime movement of the port there has been little variation 
from previous years, the number of steamers entered and cleared 
during this year averaging monthly from thirty to thirty-five. Through 
these steamers nearly all valuable merchandise is imported and exported, 
the trade through sailing vessels being principally confined to rough 
goods, ale and spirits, iron, coal, and lumber. 

The entries of sailing vessels were as follows :— 


RR SE EE 


Number of 


Nationality. Wadasks Remarks, 
Great Britain . 8 General cargo. 
” ne ws 3 Coals. 
Germany .. ae os 7 General cargo. 
France .. aa ° 5 oS ae 
Italy oe ee . 3 ” 
United States .. 3 General cargo and lumber. 
Total ,. oe 29 With a gross tonnage of 


26,396 tons, 


a NS 


Arica, December 31, 1876. 
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Estimatep Value of Exports from the Port of Arica during the 
Year ending December 31, 1875. 


Currency Value. : 
Articles. Quantity. Price. Exchange at | Value Sterling. 
at 42d, 

Quintals ...| Quintals. Soles, Soles. c. a | 

Bark coal eee ay ws 7,230°04 75 552,253 00 96,644 5 6 
Copper, Banilla ... mil ay «| 57,139°20 18 1,007,505 60 | 176,312 12 10 
Tin, Banilla... ie ae “ eid 5,278 12 63,336 00 11,083 16 0 
Bar tin By ae ae e obs 5,008°25 20 100,165 00 17,528 17 6 
Old copper ... ees os a “s 22 14 336 00 58 16 0 
Alpaca wool sas ae ¥. = 6,489°94 58 376,416 52 65,872 17 10 
Sheep’s wool ace ce a ae 505°59 27 13,650 93 2,388 8 3 
Merino wool nes eos a sit 17°30 30 519 00 90 16 6 
Cotton ar acs ro <S ae 970°36 35 33,962 60 5,943 10 8 
Coca : ; : n: : 147°90 68 10,030 20 1,755 5 8 
Cocoa aa «és ee as “en 14°85 50 742 50 13417 0 
Chocolate ... ia of 5 Rte 17°29 62 1,071 98 187 12. 0 
Matico ae eee eee | ee = 135°82 55 7,470 10 1,307 5 
Tobacco... o eer “9 a 10406 45 4,682 70 819 9 5 
Coffee a ass oa ae ieee 468°15 36 16,853 40 2,949 7 0 
Ratania ee. = Ne a ma 72-08 70 5,045 60 882 19 6 
Olives aed Be su a ad 22°25 18 400 50 70 19 
Italia... ao ae s.| Dozen... 14 20 280 00 49 0 0 
Elixir of Coca =i os - eee 29 15 435 00 762 6 
Vicuna skins ae ee -, ~ 68 12 816 00 142 16 0 
Chinchilla skins ... “He “ eee 2,224°50 25 55,612 50 9,782 3 9 
Hides... saa eee e sue 2,649 5 13,245 00 2,317 17 6 

BULLION. 

Bar silver ... as «| Marks ...| 190,870 20oz. 10 1,908,702 50 | 334,022 18 9 
Old silver ae ea iy «nfy L809 -6 5, 8 11,477 00 2,008 7 6 
Gold dust... op «| Ounces ...} 2,941 ldr. 18 52,939 12 9,264 6 1L 
3 COIN sas Rae i - Pe 177 17 3,009 00 526 11 6 
Silyer metals ae ---| Quintals ...| 2,776 90 249,840 00 43,730 6 8 
Hard dollars x0 is ree 315,064 Ss 315,064 00 55,127 17 4 
Current dollars... aiid ode wus aie 68,789 50 12,038 18 38 
Total... “ve ate aes ove ses 4,874,651 25 | 853,119 11 4 
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CALLAO. 1515 


Return of British and other Shipping at the Port of Callao during 
the Year 1875. 


SS 


Entered. Cleared. Total Movement. 
Nationality. 
Ships. | Tons. | Ships. | Tons. | Ships. Tons. 

British. . hs c¥ 824 | 317,554 281 270,774 605 588,328 
Peruvian tie a: 298 46,820 274 44,240 572 91,060 
Italian.. ° re 136 92,626 94 64,554 230 157,180 
Central American ae 41 13,880 45 17,859 86 31,739 
Swedish an a. 28 18,154 29 18,615 57 86,769 
German ae oo 25 16,319 22 13,220 47 29,539 
Norwegian .. fe 24 16,171 21 12,706 45 28,877 
French, . ’ aa 66 88,761 62 36,827 128 75,588 
North American a 119 |135,364 | 108 125,886 227 261,250 
Other .. is ae 10 8,282 16 3,681 20 6,913 

Total .. ..| 1,071 [698,931] 946 |608,312| 2,017 | 1,307,248 


The above does not include steamships and coasting boats, the 
movement of which was as follows :— 


Entered. Cleared. Total Movement. 

a na 2 

Description. S 5, 5, S 
cy S a a 

2 3) o o 

n a n n 

g 8 Hy 4 | 

a a Ay i) Py 
Steamers geste seep G89. |:583,691 065 537,345 | 47,788 | 1,377 | 1,071,036 | 91,853 
Undecked boats hale SLT 3,659 é 153 | 619 7,22 310 
Total ...  ...| 1,006 | 537,350| 44,222 47,941 | 1,996 | 1,078,263 | 92,163 


Dzscription of the Cargoes with which the foregoing Vessels Entered 
and Cleared. 


ENTERED. 
Ships. Tons, 
Guano from— 

Guanape ob va ve is 4 -1,650 

Lobos .. we a Cit ot 5 4,687 

Pabellon de Pica... ee ae 6 5,836 

Bahia de Independencia». we 2 2,029 

Peruvian produce of or ie 233 25,759 

Assorted merchandize .. ee a 91 54,388 

‘imber .. ae a8 ne ad 32 17,487 

Onl cs Beets a LD. 140 124,823 

; Railway material wy or ee 3 1,425 

Indian corn, flour, &c. .. a Be 49 14,2388 

Rice ie os ne oF 2 1,200 

Ballast from the coast ae are ar 88 53,207 

ay Sey abroad . vs xe ne 416 392,257 

Total eo ee o6 ee 1,071 698,931 
nner ee eS EEE 


a 


We 
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CLEARED. 
Ships. Tons. 

Guano for-— 
England 3 se é 4,529 
United States... ws 5 5,935 
Cuba .. Ae a= 4 2,089 
China .. ot an tis a 2 868 
Merchandize for the coast AA ia 222 30,522 
“e » abroad... “ oi 11 2,208 
Ballast for the guano deposits... a 698 562,211 

Potal’ cavhe haued st bee 940 608,312 


GENERAL Summary of the Maritime Movement in the Port of Callao 
during the Year 1875. 


ENTERED. 
Number. Tonnage. Passengers. 
Sailing ships.. ave vs 1,071 698,931 me 
Steam ships .. an oe 689 583,691 44,065: 
Coasting boats, &e. .. a 317 3,659 157 
Total .. ee ne 2,077 1,236,281 44,222 
| 
CLEARED. j 


Number. Tonnage. Passengers. 
Sailing ships .. Y 946 608,312 21 
Steam ships .. oH; ‘. 688 537,345 47,788 
Coasting boats, &e. .. cle 302 3,568 153 
Total’ = . oe os 4,149,225 47,962 


From the above tables it will be seen that the maritime movement 
in the port of Callao during 1875 exceeded that of the preceding year 
by 855 ships and 370,517 tons. In steamships it was about the same, 
and in coasting and other small craft slightly less. The number of 
passengers was less by 700 than in 1874. Fifty-two per cent. of this 
movement was under the British flag. In 1874 the aggregate tonnage 
of British shipping, exclusive of the Pacific Steam Navigation Com- 
pany’s steamers, was 194,379 tons, whilst in 1875 it rose to 588,328. 
This great increase was due to the large aflreightments made by 
Messrs. Dreyfus, Fréres, and Co., of Paris, for the shipment of their 
guano within the stipulated time of agreement. 


1517 


CALLAO, 


193'869‘T 
OSPF TLT 
0LLF06 
SI1Z‘0T 
696 02S 
99F°L6 
89°96 
6IG‘AT 
069°0 
CZLSL 
SSL IL 
LOLS 
0F9'8 
660°SST 
LLE‘6S 
886 ‘6e 
GEGP 
Tg9'es 
F 


ee 


“PL8T 


BO FESS 


193'Tg 
TOL‘Lg 
961'°S6 
GOL'8S 
806‘9T 
L8P'SF 
ec9CT 
CSP FIs 
LSB‘L2, 
GLG°06 
089° 
9766S 
ce 


——— 


“6181 


039°gee 
1Z8‘L6% 
7696 
9TP098 
FSL0B6 
SFG FS 
6160 
BS80‘08L 
LL0°1S 
6S SS 
LOLOF 
CHGS 
96F‘L8T 
1ge‘es 
GLP TL, 
989°6 
48819 
F 


“GL8T 


“ane A 


OLL6ST'S 
886° 88s 
96F 01 
066‘SL 
GS FSL, 
01008 
B08‘SF 
600'L3 
99Z°6 
GLF‘'SS 
£0106 
682 FF 
T6r‘G 
FOP Sl, 
866°89 
€9¢'9G 
67E 18 
61°69 
F 


i 


“TST 


SLT TOL T 
G0S°SOT 
916666 
8681 
€80°S3F 
GE9'F9 
904'99 
B98 CL 
6LF‘L8 
ogs‘éI 
He 
LOL‘9T 
€86°S9 
61L9°FS 
4 
9646S 


Ors ‘T8¢‘T 
961% 
6387'S 


018‘S88 


oe 
oe 


ee 


Fore 
IPL‘S31 
GG7'8 
G66'L6 


CPL OLL'S 
0667 
6LL'FS 
066‘°669'T 


GLE F 
T¥S‘e8T 
06F‘ST 
GBB ‘68S 


F1G‘166°G 
LPL F 
96916 
096'006‘T 


198‘¢ 
68°96 
96F'ST 
908°06 


ee 


“GLB 


GILG 
Z80‘SLT 
696‘TL 
OOT‘S2 


“LAST 


Ses ‘FES‘s 
19¢°¢ 
OFS LF 


LOV'LSH'S 


‘sortuendy 


‘UIVILIG. 4VaIH WOT SLUOANT 


"81.49 
SUO J, 
speleg 
suoZo(y 


oe oe 


T?}0, 


oe oe 


SO[OTIIV IOYIO 
= ** Spo0s WeT[OO 


ow * roddog 
Sid pure qysnorm “ory 
oH Axourqoe yf, 
es ee wo uoUulT 
** Teyyeery 
“SOIVM [9099 PUB OTT 
oe OIVMSSVID 
SIVMBUTY . 
Ae 4 “109109 
oUTM} ‘odoxy 
;: 10g 
Josi0d ‘aly 
7* syoRg 
‘vom oTTuntIUe ‘SUIy 
°° openm-Aprar “surqgo[g 


ee oa 


or oe 


oe ee 


oe oe 


“Aqrpeuorye NT 


PERU. 


1518 


LLG6S8'T | S¢e'TFL'S 
19Z‘e6¢‘T | cz9 Foes 
9TL'98% | eeo‘o1g 
468°C 990'gg 

ie 162 
G6P'G B89'F 
e0l'se LOF‘G9 
GLE'6P G8S‘LT 
90F FB F08‘99 
G6BG 299'¢ 
06S 913 'L 
Tod, 88g 
FE6% G6L‘e 

F F 

‘PLSI “SL8I 


6F8‘GPE‘E 


8860186 


“TL8I 


859 C1E% 


OLL°6STS 
8GLC1% 


068°88 
GL 
918'F 
61608 
F18°GS 
089‘6¢ 
OTs 
820% 
08h‘ 
966 

F 


901 °8S8T 


ELE TOLT 


T8909 
GCF‘LS 


86FSLT 


G80‘99 
Cr 

61 
6889 
SPE 


GEL 
GPP ‘E9 
€F8°L0F 
619°SSS 
199'04 
0g 

9% 
8696 
OLT 


PST 


“GLE 


TS 
S86 FF 
9GP‘GF 


S0S'826 


B6P'0S 


‘SYM 
Sq7 
"SUK9) 
eGo 
"S1.MO 
SAI 
‘3149 


ureqag, Z 


wer Wor syzoduy jo enpea yeioy, 


“* ULSsIio YsIytag jo S}1odwy Jo one, 


ee ee 


SoTOIIAE OTIC 


: XBM 
. * Baq, 
ony 
JOATISYOING 
: wnidg 
* THO 9410, 
*  ostpuy 
* uourvuUlyD 
3 19440 


‘SolyqTen?) 


ey} Samp weg voix’ Woz poy 


1oduy 


PLST pus ‘eset 
Anjovjnuurvyy puwy UlsIC, [eruoy 


GLST ‘TLST ‘0 


Z8T S1voX 
OD pue Usie10,q Jo sopoysy jedioug oy) jO Naacay 


CALLAO, 


reg‘egz‘e | STL°967'S | TPS‘oss‘e | Z6L‘09S'T | BBL‘SEO'T 
619°L06'L | FE8'SSL‘T | ZL8°GL8 9LETILT | $68'8%2‘S 
SIZ 1OSF | SL1S61S‘S | CSA‘ TIS‘F | 896°TL6'S | GL0‘I88‘F 
GiP‘s6 666°8L 813°6S B68‘ 19 PsLLe 
800 FELT | OF0FOO'T | SBe‘GFO'T | SIF°GTO‘T | 8g86a8 
G13 9 91'S LLU8T Gre‘ G8I‘et 
619°L060'T FOB G04 L | B88°¢28 9LUTIL‘L | 68‘8h2‘S 
912908 ade Td, 6FS‘LOF 608‘108 F88'86 
188°L9% O12 I¢h‘es G98'SL 6902 
LOS‘L ee, 194° Ser 1826 
8Z0‘9G 68L'38 81¢‘0F cad 91899 
$1896 95603 00T 009TT oor 
6g8'69 1996 Sr FL POTTS 08602 
SES ShF S86 ‘FOF 689'09F 069°G0F 69688 
993‘TSL SOP ‘OST T83‘L0 STZ‘6AL 189°36 
F6E'FS eel FF 60867 PLP‘1s FL6T 
OFZ°GS 1geFe 9FS*L GoF' IIT 9eg‘e 
SLUSIS LOZ‘8FS | LEFLT | 79906 667'SS 
Se0' FL 96'S Gg19 T9P‘ 939'9 
6Z6GLL | 120°SF FOP‘S6S I61‘9T 9F6'T 
F F F F F 
“FLST *SL8T “L8T “TEST OL8T 
One A 


"PLBT PUL ‘ELST “GLST “ELST ‘OLST StvoX 04} SuNp TIVE Worn 04 usog UO poyodxy sopyAy Jo NuaLay 


& 
Ne) 


++ peoy, 
hs ne ws a io] ouend jo ontea surjonpeq 

*e e. ee ef oe ee oe [®10L, 

: rf oF ¥ if ve ae soprae JOqI0 
S1OF68‘T | 6891S | G6Tege'T | G06‘860‘T | ZL6°890°L oy oe +. OVEN 
9TL'9 860°C 9869 006% 166‘ ig a g ** suLyg 
9F8°F6 C6SusL | Lor Fr, GOSZPL | HEV'sts - ie ry oueny) 
LEVEL G6F'66 SEF'86 1Z3‘¢9 91G‘IG ae ke a 103702) 
L8¥'8 810°T £96 $L0'T IIL a *poqoms sey ‘zaddog 
S88 10 09T Lg 669 re ** garo0 roddog 
ggg ogg PPL 2) 408% pe ee *+ aand ‘1addog 

x ba me eS 3 3 ne *+ sreorarayg 
3169 L¥8°8 628°S 94'S 092% * ty x “* yaeg 
981 'sehe | 998°968'e | FLEe‘eac‘e | Szs'eso‘e | FE7FaE%e =: + ‘oa “eusyyl “eoed[y 
GPL'O9'S | G16'L0ES | LO0OIG'S | 6FS SATE | 88L°8EBS ohh get ie ieee 
9ee°4 SPL L 0968 619°9 7Ie ae “3 qu sno “Uy, 
ag¢ 149 101 OST 04 ge se as $o10 UL], 
esLclr | S6L°6TS | LT6‘OST | T00°L8 1e2‘0¢ "Sym | °° - i* ++ resng 

- eA 5. 43 Ba Ns * +; - SoplET, 

eé ie x Ke §, ue a ++ 940 aaATIg 

"PLST “S181 OL81 ‘LL81 “OL8T 
: Sep 
“BOTqTFUENY 


1520 PERU. 


The export of guano in 1875 amounted to 368,887 tons, and of 
nitrate to 6,038,140 ewts. ; 

Coal continues to be the principal article imported vid Cape Horn. 
In 1875 it amounted to 124,823 tons, exclusive of the quantity brought 
as ballast, and it is computed that during the last five years no less 
than 368,500 tons—chiefly from England—have been landed at Callao. 

According to a return published by the Peruvian Government, the 
total amount of coin which arrived at Southampton from Peru by the 
royal mail steamers during 1874 was 1,537,855 dol.; of this sum 
1,193,797 dol. went to London, and 344,054 dol. to Paris. This latter 
figure, however, does not represent all that went to France, since from 
it is excluded the specie disembarked at Cherbourg. In 1875 the 
amount increased to 2,735,005 dol., and the remark previously made 
again applies to the portion that went to France. 

The following is an abstract of the exports from Peru to Great 

Britain vid the Straits of Magellan during the year 1875. 


Articles. Tons. 


—- SS 


Quantity. Soles. 

Cotton.. os ie oe ae . 3,174 1,117,248 
Wool .. we ele ae ue 3 550 193,600 
Cocoa .. 3 ae fe By! ae 1,638 504,504 
Ivory nuts .. ag “3 Ac a 1,754 154,852 
Hides .. ie oe “3 AG ES 124 23,823 
Borax .. “4 ve as 56 a 162 12,474 
Todine.. ee ie aa oe ee 4 16,128 
Ores, silver, copper, lead : ae : 914 127,960 
Cochineal .. = ale an = 26 32,0382 
Sugar .. te ae ae wie ae 20,485 2,253,350 
»  eonerete Ae a a “ie 6,626 500,786 
Tobacco . ee ae 4c a 73 12,848 
Straw se ee eo ee te 22 9,680 
Coffee .. ee is ae =e “ 15 8,250 
India rubber .. Ae ae ae 7,892 
Other .. a oe ae aD 5 140 12,000 
Total (about) .. £1,000,000 


Return of the Number of Chinese Coolies who Embarked in China 
and Disembarked at Callao during the five years ended on Decem- 
ber 31, 1874. 


Died on the Disembarked 


Embarked 


Year. in China. Voyage. at Callao. 

1870... anmeenes 7,917 373 7,544 

iMesh ersc oF a 12,526 714 11,812 

1872 .. ae 38 14,595 1,114 16,391 

1873 .. 30 a 7,308 782 6,571 

1874 .. nD te 3,98 114 3,825 
Total... 46,190 3,047 


43,143 


Ninety-three vessels were engaged in this trade, of whieh only 
twenty-four were Peruvian. The rest sailed under the French, Dutch, 
and Portuguese flags, Taking the average cost of each of these 
Chinamen’s eight years’ service in Peru at 340 dol., it shows there was a 
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‘eapital of 14,500,000 of soles employed in the plantations and sugar 
estates of Peru. 

It is not very long since a telegram was received at Lima announc- 
ing the ratification of the treaty between Peru and China, relative to 
Chinese emigration, and stating that arrangements were being made 
to earry its provisions into effect. It will be some time, however, 
before these arrangements bring about the desired movement. The 
Chinese Commissioner who lately visited Peru to enquire into the 
condition of his countrymen, was so convinced of the ill treatment to 
which they were subjected at the hands of some of their employers, 
that in a letter I have seen addressed by him to a friend in Lima, he 
says:—“ The Chinese Government undoubtedly will send a duly ac- 
credited commissioner to Peru some time next year, to institute a rigid 
investigation into the treatment of Chinese before it permits free 
emigration to take place.” .... Efforts have been matle by tbe 
Peruvian Government to afford protection to these people, but 
notwithstanding, their condition as a rule is far from satisfactory. 
In the first place the isolation of some of the haciendas is such, that 
the coolie is entirely at the mercy of his master. This master or his 
overseer may be a conscientious and humane person, or he may be the 
contrary. In the latter case if the coolie runs away, he will either 
starve in the surrounding wilderness, or—which may be considered 
quite as bad—be recaptured and punished in a way which he may not 
survive to tell. Many of these Chinamen are engaged in the guano 
deposits, and from personal knowledge I can state that their lot in 
those dreary spots is a most unhappy one. Besides being worked 
almost to death, they have neither sufficient food nor passably 
whelesome water. Their rations consist of 2 lbs. of rice and about 
4 1b. of meat. This is generally served out to them between 10 and 11 
in the morning, by which time they have got through six hours’ work. 
Hach man is compelled to clear from 4 to 5 tons of guano a-day. 
During the last quarter of 1875, it is reported that there were 355 
Chinamen employed at Pabellon de Pica alone, of whom no less than 
98 were in the hospital. The general sickness is swelled legs, caused, 
it is supposed, by drinking condensed water not sufficiently cooled, and 
lack ot vegetable diet. The features of this disease are not unlike 
those of scurvy or purpura. — 

It is often said that the advancement of Peru depends upon the 
importation of Chinamen, as they alone, it is alleged, are able to 
withstand the climate whilst engaged in agricultural pursuits. This, 
I think, is an error which would be soon dispelled were the inhabitants 
obliged to labour for their support, instead of depending either directly 
or indirectly on their rich guano and nitrate deposits, and on the cheap 
and, hitherto, easily obtained Asiatic labour. Little besides guano, 
nitrate, and sugar, is exported from Peru, and yet the country is 
eminently suited for the production of other articles. The soil remains 
uncultivated, and the vast mineral treasures which it 1s well known to 
possess lie undeveloped. Had not the importation of Chinamen 
received at the outset such decided support from the Government, the 
question of colonization in Peru would, ere this, have been solved. 
Of the numerous Italian immigrants attracted hither by the glowing 
description of the richness of the country, very few become cultivators 
of the soil. Most of them concentrate in towns and become 
storekeepers. This is due in a great measure to the little encou- 
ragement given them by the large landowners of Peru, who instead of 
stimulating immigrants to develop the latent resources of the soil by 
distributing the surplus among immigrants to work it on ee own 
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account—receiving a portion of the produce in payment or acknow- 
ledgment of their ownership—allow it to remain fallow, confining their 
attention to such area only as the number of their imported Chinamen 
will allow. 


GUANO. 


The British Consular Agent at Pabellon de Pica, reporting upon the 
deposits of guano, says: —‘‘I will venture to say that there exists in 
Pabellon de Pica about 800,000 tons of guano, all of which is covered 
with sand and stone varying from 3 to 15 metres in depth, and running 
up to the slope of the hill which is semi-circular to a height of 400 feet. 
The deposits cover a distance of 1,500 metres in length, but it is an utter 
impossibility for any person to make an exact estimate of the amount 
of guano at Pabellon de Pica. 

Punta de Lobos is situated eight miles south of Pabellon de Pica. 
At this place the guano is more free from stone, but not of any better 
quality, nor yet so abundant; it is covered with a thick cake of 
caliche from two to three feet deep. The guano, however, is much 
easier dug and embarked, and the quantity is calculated at 600,000 tons, 

Huanillas.—Twelve miles south of Punta de Lobos I made an 
estimate some four months ago of 100,000 tons. The guano here is of 
excellent quality and free from sand and stone, except at one place’ 
where there are large stones varying in weight from 4 to 20 tons. 
Around and under the stones are thick layers of caliche at least 14 
metres. It will be a very difficult and tedious job to ship guano at 
this place. Quantity, I calculate, at about 150,000 tons. 

Chapuna is the next and last port to the south of Pabellon de Pica, 
distant six miles south of Huanilla and six miles north of the River 
Loa—the boundary between Peru and Bolivia. I have also estimated 
the guano at this port at 65,000 tons. There is still another deposit, 
although not much talked about, but one that J have spent much time 
at, and in making a calculation of the probable amount of guano existing 
there and by boring down into the guebrudas, I find that their deposit 
contains about 40,000 tons. This place is named Patache Point, and is 
situated about seven miles north of Pabellon de Pica. By this account 
you will see that in all the deposits in the south there exist about 
1,655,000 tons, not 2,300,000. 


Doces oF CALuao.. 


These docks were commenced in 1870 and completed towards the 
end of 1874. They are the largest work of the kind in South America, 
and have cost the Société de Générale de Paris, whose property they 
have become, 43,000,000 fr. For more than two years these works: 
gave daily employment to 1,200 men. The stone came partly from 
Yorkshire and partly from the island of San Lorenzo, in the Bay of 
Callao. Large number of blocks manufactured on the spot have also 
been used. The aggregate length of wall is 4,420 feet, and comprises 
an area of about fifty-two acres, capable of accommodating from twenty- 
five to thirty full-rigged ships. The quay is formed by a long wall, by 
means of which thirteen acres of land have been recovered from the: 
sea, and giving a good clear frontage to the formerly cramped-up town. 
Tunis space has been drained and planned for the extension of the town. 
The minimum depth of water in the dock is 26 feet. There are 18 
large steam-cranes, 6 engines, 2 steam-tugs, 4 dredging machines, and 
30 lighters; also 17 roofed sheds, each 100 feet by 33, and 8 lines of 
oe The breakwater is 600 feet long and the opening into the dock 
96 feet. 
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Hospiran DE BENEFICENCIA. 


For the support of this hospital, in which the sick seamen belonging 
to English ships are treated, a tax of 2d. per ton is levied upon all 
shipping entering the port of Callao—a very reasonable charge, consi- 
dering the great care and attention bestowed upon the patients by the 
Sisters of Charity under whose management it is. In point of comfort 
and cleanliness it is but little, if at all, inferior to British hospitals of 
similar dimensions. St. George’s Ward, apportioned to British seamen, 
is particularly well cared for and ventilated. The sisters are, as usual, 
most painstaking, and think naught of trouble in furthering the comfort 
and well-being of the sick. 

The total number of British seamen treated in this hospital during 
the year 1875 has been 243—double the number of the previous twelve 
months. Of these, 4 per cent. died, 9 per cent. were invalided, and 88 
remained in the hospital. The death rate was about the same as usual, 
and was caused by diseases necessarily fatal, such as consumption and 
disease of the heart. The number of cases of syphilis was above the 
average, viz. twenty-six, or 19°85 per cent. Accidents contributed 
twelve cases, or abouts 9°26 per cent. of all those under treatment. 
Fever of the remittent form was entirely absent. Scurvy cases have 
been unusually prevalent, forming 18°32 per cent. of all entries. The 
vessels in which this disease broke out had both been an unusually long 
time at sea. They were well provided with lemon juice and potted and 
preserved meats. In both cases rain water had been freely drunk 
during the voyage. 

That there is a marked deterioration in the physique of the crews 
of British ships is but too evident. At least 50 per cent. of the men 
who appear at the consulate are of broken constitutions, the effect in 
most cases of excessive Crinking, licentious living, and exposure, pre- 
senting a sad and striking contrast to the ruddy faces and vigorous 
frames of the corresponding class of men im the Royal Navy. ‘The 
sidange of foreign to British seamen serving on board British ships 

as been about 80 per cent. In the “Suliote,” of 1,142 tons, and the 
“ British Empire,” of 1,413 tons, the only British subjects on board 
were, in the former, the cook and one seaman; and in the latter, the 
first and second mates, the cook, steward, and one able and one ord: 
nary seamen, the rest being Norwegians, Germans, French, Belgians, 
Italians, Greeks, and Spainards. The masters were of Norwegian ana 
German nationalities. This admixture of races is one of the most 
frequent causes of dissensions and troubles on board ships and leads to 
numerous desertions, The insufficient manning of some of the ships has 
also attracted the attention of the consulate. 

In referring to the Hospital de Beneficencia, mention must neces- 
sarily be made of Dr. Watson, the indefatigable Medical Inspector for 
the Board of Trade at Callao. This appointment is of the utmost 
importance and could not be abolished without great detriment to the 
British seamen, whose condition, both financially and morally, Her 
Majesty’s Government has done so much to improve. 


¥ 
Callao, February, 1876. 
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Report by Consul Graham on the Trade and Commerce of Islay for the 
Year 1875. 


Tue following quantities of wool were exported from Arequipa. 
during the year 1875 :— 


Quintals Ibs. 


Alpaca 5 AC ue ite ve 61,872 ) ieg 
Vicufia a, ae Sts <% or 160 36 
Sheep's. ze me a oa D1 Ae ae 


The exports of bark amounted to 3,562 quintals. 

Compared with the previous year, the export of alpaca wool shows: 
a decrease of 1,004 quintals 85 lbs.; that of vicufia an inerease of 
12 quintals 34 lbs.; and that of sheep’s wool a decrease of 547 quintals 
62 lbs. No inferior wool was exported in 1875, 

713 quinials 41 lbs. more bark was shipped last year than during 
the previous year. 

The imports are calculated to have amounted to 140,000/., but no- 
very reliable data can be procured. ; 

Trade has continued very dull during the past year. The great 
depreciation in the value of paper currency, the only medium of circu- 
lation in the country, and the very high rates of exchange on Europe, 
make it almost impossible to obtain drafts for remittances, so that 
merchants prefer doing as small a business as possible, in order to avoid’ 
having an accumulation of depreciated paper money, the eventual loss 
on which cannot yet be estimated. As a natural consequence, the 
stocks of European goods on hand are large. 

Market prices have increased from 80 to 85 per cent. since my last 
report, and this circumstance, coupled with the fall in the value of 
paper money, inflicts great suffering on the poor and amongst the 
numerous class who depend upon the Government for a living, as all 
salaries are many months in arrear. 

Fifteen British sailing vessels entered the neighbouring port of 
Mollendo during 1875; their aggregate tonnage amounted to 9,502 
tons ; their cargoes consisted principally of coals and railway materials. 
No British sailing ship entered this port, but the English coasting 
steamers touched to leave the local mails and now and then a few 
packages of cargo. As this place is now no longer the port of Arequipa,. 
we only contains about 200 inhabitants, the trade is naturally very 
imited. 

The works on the railroad, which was to have connected Cugeo with 
Arequipa and the coast, have been stopped, owing to the inability of the 
Government to pay the contractors, and the plant which had been 
accumulated is being removed and shipped away to other places. _ 

The hopes which were entertained that a great portion of the Boli- 
vian trade would come over the Puno Railroad, vid Lake Titicaca, have 
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not been realized. The steamers on the lake are small and inefficient, 
and unless replaced by others of a more suitable description, there is no 
chance of deviating the trade in question from its old grooves, vid Lacua 
and Cobija; in the meantime, the railroads here are kept open at a 
ruinous loss, and I fear there is no prospect of improvement at present. 


Islay, March 28th, 1876, 


PORTUGAL. 
LISBON. 


Report by Oonsul Brackenbury on the Trade and Commerce of Lisbon 
Sor the Year 1875, 


I. Trapr anp CoMMERCE. 


Tue deficit of the Portuguese budget amounted, only a very few 
years ago, to more than 1,000,000/. sterling. This, on an actual 
revenue of (at that time) about 3,500,000/. was a fact of so alarming 
a nature as to cause serious apprehension to the Government, the 
Legislature, and all interested in the welfare of this country. 

Thanks, however, to a steady and resolute system of economy 
which has of late years been pursued by every Government, no matter 
what its political creed, and thanks also to the constant and pro- 
gressive increase of the revenue, this deficit has been gradually reduced 
until, in the budget presented to the Chambers in the beginning of 
January, 1876, it figures only for the insignificant sum of 735$925 reis, 
or about 163,5007..—a sum which is in reality merely nominal, since 
the proved elasticity of the revenue, which has not been discounted in 
framing the budget, will, it may safely be predicted, more than amply 
cover it. : 

What that elasticity has been hitherto may be seen from the sub- 
joined table, which shows the receipts of the treasury from taxes of all 
descriptions in the five financial years which have elapsed from 1870-71 
to 1874-75— 


Financial Year. Revenue, 

Milreis. 
TETO=V 1. 4. SOR RIO RS Se OS ee 
Seka) re uh Re 45 we 16,365,054 
1872278 vi oe 0! bay tok a ee 
1878-74 ..° a 0 Ae ie 19,615,288 
EY TE Sra eerie ae : ..| 20,936,625 


the increase on the whole period being no less than 5,522,368 milreis, 
or 1,227,1921. 

This eminently satisfactory result is mainly attributed by Monsieur 
Serpa Pimentel, the able Finance Minister of Portugal, in his report 
addressed to the Chambers which accompanies the budget, to the 
general increase of wealth in the country springing, in its turn, from 
the development given of late years to internal means of communi- 
cation. That this has been one of the causes of the growth of the 
revenue there can be no doubt, but I cannot but believe that another, 
and perhaps a more efficient one, is to be found in the more liberal 
commercial policy which led to the signature in 1866 of a treaty of 
commerce with France, followed by the conclusion in subsequent 
years of similar conventions with other European Powers. . 
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That these treaties have given a considerable stimulus to trade and 
led to a largely increased importation of foreign goods is, I think, 
almost conclusively proved by the subjoined figures, which show what 
has been the increase in the five years above mentioned on the indirect 
taxes, consisting chiefly as they do of customs duties :— 


Financial Year. Indirect Taxes, 
d Milreis. 
es ke a te 8,561,459 
V7 7 + a's 5% Si i 9,442,894 
TSi2-18 v6 Py ae ae a 10,655,487 
re cae. Weel. DATOR 140 
1874-75 os wie ale ue as 12,638,648 


The difference between the first year of the period in question and 
the last amounts to 4,077,098 milreis, or 906,0447.; and it must be 
borne in mind that the effect of the commercial treaties would only 
be gradually felt as trade found its way into new channels and a 
demand was created for articles of foreign manufacture, in many 
instances previously unknown to the Portuguese markets. 

A law which has just passed the Cortes admits for the first time 
English goods in Portugal to the benefits of the conventional tariff 
which forms Annex B of the Franco-Portuguese Treaty of Commerce 
signed in 1866, and I think it will be difficult to over-estimate the 
advantages which will result both to British trade with this country 
and to tle Portuguese revenue from this long delayed but welcome act 
of justice. 1 may scarcely perhaps hope that my own humble efforts 
have contributed in any degree to this result, but the efforts certainly 
have not been wanting; for I have never ceased, from the time when 
the treaty with France was signed, to urge in almost every report 
addressed from this consulate to the Foreign Office the absolute right 
enuring to Great Britain, by virtue of the treaty with Portugal signed 
in i842, to be placed on the same footing as regards tariffs with the 
most favoured nation,—a right which was not only legal, but in the 
highest sense equitable, since Portugal had from the first, in common 
with the rest of the world, been granted by Great Britain every com- 
mercial privilege secured to France by the celebrated treaty of 1860, 
which inaugurated a new era in international commercial relations. 
For the information of those who are interested in this subject I beg 
to append in a note* a list of the published reports in which I have 
dealt with it more or less in ewtenso, premising only that from the very 


! 

* List of published reports, memoranda, &c., by Consul Brackenbury, dealing 
incidentally with the question of the differential treatment to which English goods 
have been hitherto subjected in the Portuguese markets by the refusal of Portugal 
to admit them under the conventional tariff of the Franco-Portuguese Treaty of 
Commerce, and of the treaties of commerce subsequently signed by Portugal with 
other Powers :— , 

1, Annual Commercial Report for 1866, Vol. II., of Consular Commercial 
Reports for 1867, pp. 180-183. 

2, Annual Commercial Report for 1869, Vol. I., of Consular Commercial Reports, 
1871, p. 242. 

3. Reports relative to British Consular Establishments, 1858 and 1871, Part IT., 

42 


‘ 4, Annual Commercial Report for 1871. 

5. Memorandum, dated May 15, 1872, at p. 51 of Correspondence, Portugal, 
No. 1, 1872. 

6. Report in Part IV. of “ Reports by Her Majesty’s Consuls on British Trade 
Abroad, 18738.” 

7. Annual Commercial Report for 1873 in Part I. of “ Reports from H.M, 
Consuls, 1874,” pp. 551-555. 
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nature of the question under discussion some arguments and illus- 
trations will be found to recur in more than one of the reports 
referred to. 

I append a table prepared at the Board of Trade, and published i in 
a Parliamentary paper in 1872, showing the principal differences 
between the general Portuguese tariff and the, tariff contained in 
Annex B of the Franco-Portuguese Treaty of Commerce, to the 
benefits of which latter tariff Great Britain is now admitted. 


TaBLE showing the principal Differences between the General Por- 
tuguese ‘Tariff and the Portuguese Tariff given to France. 


Rates of Import Duty. 


Articles. Per— 
By General Tariff.* | By French Treaty.* 
Reis.+ Reis. 
Cuass II. 
Wares of Morocco and other leather, with 
fittings of iron, &c. (except saddlery) woep MALO se 600 to 6§900 15 per cent. ad val. 
Crass IV. 
Wool, in masses, dyed... +3 500 1 per cent. ad yal. 
Net and lace of wool or hair of’ ‘one or more. 
Pps — 
woo vee oe vee oe ove + wen 14630 
Ofhair ... iene Mtg 2 OO ok oon 1$ 000 
Merinos of one colour ia BY, ove as) igs a 2 500 1 000 
many colours .., iat yay oa { 1 300 
Shawis, merino, of one or more colours... ive] ety: 8 770 3 260 
Haberdashery and epinings of pure wool or. 
hair .. Suerte. 1$ 600 to 2630 800 
Ditto, mixed with 10 per cent. or less silk |. oe - 3 200to3 260? 800 
Ditto, mixed with flax, hemp, or cotton eval sy . 3 200to3 2607] According to rate 
fixed for predomi. 
nating material. 
Ready-made clothing of woollen tissues vael , bop ...| Double the duty of | 50 per cent. above 
the stuff of which | the duty upon pre- 
made. dominating mate- 
CuAss V. rial. 
Silk, raw or thrown :— 
Unbleached, bleached, or blued tee seal ay 16 50 
Dyed m9 s “ie <a Ps ec [Patan va 1$ 000 200 
Sewing silk, unbleached, bleached, ordyed ...] ,, aed 2 6500 1 $000 
Tissues of pure silk :— 
“Plain fe oe pes Bes poate ra 6 300 6 200 
Figured or embroidered .. ats vee ved] 99 sai 7 500 6 200 
Ribbons of silk, pure or mixed |. ia oS ee vee 6 300 6 200 
Velvets of silk, pure or mixed... ave veel 99 7 6500 6 200 
Plush of silk, pure or mixed Shs Salukis ase 5 000 3 000 
Tissues of silk mixed with other materials :— y ( 
Tissues of silk mixed with wool, hair, and 
other materials, the wool or hair ex- 
ceeding in quantity the other materials 
(flax, cotton, d&c.) contained in the These goods 
tissue :— are charged 
When containing in the warp and woof either the whole, 
more than 50 per cent. of silk threads ...|_,, ...{ | one-half, or one- 6$ 200 
Ditto, more than 50 threads... ne «| | quarter of the 5 000 
Ditto, more than 10 and Tess than 50 duty fixed for 
threads a a0 sve il dana «| | pure silk goods, | | mee sails 
Shawls ate ae oe eA +.| | according to the 3 500 
Tissues other than ‘shawls se * ..-| Lproportion of silk } 2 100 
Tissues containing 10 per cent. and less of ( they contain, and 
silk oe .«| | different propor- Ag tissues of pure 
Tissues of silk mixed with ‘flax, ‘hemp, cotton, tions of the rates | | wool or hair. 
and other materials, the flax or cotton fixed for the , 
exceeding in quantity the other materials other materials 
(wool or hair) contained in the tissue :— contained in the 
When containing in the warp and woof mixture. 
more than 50 per cent of silk threads oy ra ee ive 6$ 200 
Ditto, more than 50 threads.. ae. awe hen «ae 4 000 
Ditto, more than 10 and less than 50 
threads aa vee ” . oe one 
Ditto, 10 threads and less... Ay call ra mS vee cee As Ress 3 6f pure 
) \! flax or cotton, 


* An additional duty of 3 per cent. is leyied on these rates. 


A rei=/,d. sterling. 
100 reis=54d. sterling. 


1,000 reis=4s. 53d. sterling. 


~e 
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A SE SEI PE I A 


Articles. 


Haberdashery and trimmings of pure silk ... 
Ditto ditto of silk mixed.with other mate- 


Trials :— 
When the silk exceeds 10 per cent. of the 
threads in the mixture... oa Fan 


one 


When the silk is 10 per cent. or less 


Ready-made clothing of silk ... ove eo 


Cuass VI. 


Haberdashery and trimmings of cotton eon- 
taining 10 per cent. or less of silk threads ... 


Ready-made clothing of cotton ... ae 


Crass VII. 


Yarn of flax or hemp :— 
Single, —— or bleached ae oa 


dyed 
Twisted, Catieachal bleached, or dyed : 
Yarns of "jute or other vegetable fibre not 
specified, unbleached, bleached, or dyed 


Sailcloth of all kinds, unbleached or bleached... 
Haberdashery and trimmings of flax or hemp 
containing 10 per cent. or less of silk threads 


Ready-made clothing of linen 


ove ooo vee 


_Cuass VIII. 


Frames and frame pene, &e., of wood or 
paste, of all kinds 

Wooden furniture, stuffed | or not 

Wood wares unenumerated re 


ere 


Cuass XII. 


Wares of cast iron not specified, such as pipes, 
rafters, columns, candelabra, balconies, 
vases, statues, fountains, ornaments, 
articles of household furniture, heating 
apparatus, kitchen utensils, &c. A 

Varnished, painted, coated with zine or 
copper, tinned, or ‘enamelled.. 

Rough, varnished, painted, or ‘coated with’ 
zine, tin, or copper, when each piece ex- 
ceeds 100* kilos. in weight ... 

Wares of wrought iron, hammered or "Yolled, 
not specified, such as locksmith's and iron- 
smith’s wares, wares of sheet sin &e. :— 

Rough eam BS <a 

Polished, varnished, painted, tinned, or 
enamelled, including ornaments ... 

‘Wares of copper, pure or mixed, of all kinds, 

such as bronzes, articles of furniture, lamps, 

stores, pots and pans, nails, buttons, plain or 

enamelled kitchen utensils, &c. 

Jewellery of common metals (other than of 

gold or silver) ... 

Wares plated with gold or ‘silver, bronze, and 

other metal ware, gilt or silvered ... 

Tools, instruments and implements for the arts 

sciences made of other materials tham 
earthenware or glass, such as files, ape 
tools of all kinds of steel, iron, eopper, or 
wood for carpenters, joiners, mechanics, 
locksmiths, weayers, dye, 


ov oe or 


Per— 


Kilo. 


17 


» 


” 


” 


wr 


on 


ore 


eee 


n 


”» 


9) 


che 


” 


7 


» 


i and three-quarters 


By General Tariff. 


Rates of Import Duty. 


By French Treaty. 7 


Reis. Reis. 
5$000 to 64000 3 $000 
Half duty as silk 3 000 


and half as cotton, 
flax, wool, &c. 

Quarter silk and 
three - quarters as 
cotton, flax, wool, 
&e 


Duty fixed for ma- 
terial which predo- 
minates in weight. 


Treble the duty of} 50 per cent. above 


‘ stuff of which made, | the duty on tissue of 
which chiefly com- 
posed. 

Quarter as silk As haberdashery of 


pure cotton. 


as cotton. 
Double duty of| 50 per cent. above 
stuff of which made. | the duty on tissue of 
which chiefly com- 
posed, 
250 to 375 150 
500 200 
1$000 to 2000 300 


Not specified ; pro- | 5 per cent. ad val. 
bably paid as linen 
yarns 

450 to 550 150 

One-quartter duty| As haberdashery of 
as silk and three- | pure flax or hemp. 
quarters duty as 
flax and hemp. 

Double the duty 50 per cent. above 
of the stuff of which | the duty on tissue of 
made. which chiefly com- 

posed. 


30 per cent. ad yal. = per cent. ad val. 


Bs 
” 


” 
” 


25 


15 40 
125 80 
30 10 
17& 100 
250 160 
250 200 
2$000- 15 per cent. ad yal. 
500: 250 
75? 25 


* Limit 185 kilos, under general tariff. 
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Rates of Import Duty. 
Articles. Per— 
By General Tariff. By French Treaty. 
Reis. Reis. 
Ciass XIV. 
Wine ... = is oe ae ime sea} DOCAL cscs 1g000 500 
Vinegar eae 108 nia tae tes ae hogs peal 840 200 
Crass XVIII. y 
Perfumery, prepared, of all kinds: — 
Eau de Cologne, aromatic irs a Ot, ba 
tooth powder, balsams : vO! ores 200 to 5! 2 d r 
Other kinds it. Ma ts ” SiMe ...{ 20 per cent, ad val, J Wipe 
Crass XIX. 
Carriages... a aoe sit oni voof CD va, 70 to 280¢000 25 * a 
Ladies’ head-dresses rae cee os a8 2$000 20 me oA 
», bonnets, trimmed or not. “* .-| 14000 to 24000 20 as ae 
Boots and shoes, all kinds, wholly or “partly. 
madeup . Tah EEE Dione 800 400 
Brushes with wooden handles, of all kinds Ait BRLOTS abs 1$000 500 
Ditto, other kinds ... ee ves 19500 800 
Articles for the toilet- table, for "travelling or 
writing-table, fitted. up ... es ae Ae =) 20 per cent. ad val. | 15 per cent. ad val. 
Umbrellas and parasols... » | Hach ... 900 to 19300 20 5 = 
Miscellaneous articles and small wares , im “ Various specific | 15 ” ” 
rates, the majority 
of the articles pro- 
bably coming under 


the rate of 370 reis 
per kilo. 


As another as of the extraordinary strides made by Portugal in 
the last five years, I subjoin a table showing the price of the- funds 
(3 per cents.) on the 3lst December of each year during that period :-— . 


Price of Funds. 


Date 
Internal. External. 

31st December, 1870 .. iw 33°78 33 

Ps icy ale ie 40°25 39 

Ap “ype howe ze 44-11 43°50 

nA yeahs ic me 45°50 45 

Ay bal Siet mes ih 47°71 A875 

i icv ee 54°95 55 


These figures are eloquent, and they would read a still more snuerad. 
tive lesson if the prices of the Spanish funds during the same period 
were to be tabulated by the side of them. 

I annex comparative tables showing the amount of the Lisbon 
export and import trade for the year 1874 and the first eleven months 
of 1875 respectively. .A few of the less important itéms are omitted 
for the sake of conciseness, but the gross totals of the Portuguese 
returns are retained. 

The statistics for the month of December are still wanting to eom- 
plete the return for the year 1875, but I have not thought it Hoey 
to delay on that account the transmission of this report. 
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Comparative Statement of the Imports through the Lisbon Custom- 
house in the Year 1874 and the first Eleven Months of 1875 


respectively :— 
Value. 
Nomenclature. 
js Jan. to Noy., 
1874. 1875. 
Milreis. Milreis. 
‘ Brandy .. a we we 30,117 37,968 
Cotton— 
In the rough .. ee 222,085 198,515 
Spun .. 5 ae = 89,424 96,662 
Tn tissues ay oe ee 2,085,533 794,437 
Rice, shelled .. Be 83,844 172,018 
Sugar— 
First type, unrefined. . ] 
Second type, unrefined 1,165,249 891,510 
Third type, unrefined 
Refined “A me Ay 9,286 j 4,294 
Salt codfish ote oi ne 305,686 173,113 
Coffee .. a e -s 445,729 358,284 
Coal se ar a a 560,214 769,725 
ee ee, 167,280 134,655 
Wool— 
Tn the rough .. $c ne 248,954 204,917 
Spun .. Ae us ae 5,583 4,287 
In tissues ne =: ss 556,490 1,102,018 
Flax— 
In the rough .. ie 2% 139,188 142,861 
Spun .. ee ri ah 16,026 20,003 
In tissues lw. fe ah 233,139 229,372. 
Staves .. a oe is 275,381 161,344 
Butter .. Ac Fri me 573,292 456,116 
Molasses .. i 8S at 23,001 14,186 
Metals in the rough .. ee 992,044 480,595 
Paper ... a we Pe 138,401 124,325 
Skins and hides.. “fr: oe 688,371 513,299 
Silk— 
Tn the rough .. “e vs 19,915 48,995 
Spun .. Pe 40 ae 5,476 5,196 
In tissues. Ko nic 833,007 371,752 
Tobacco in leaf .. <A ay 319,820 206,789 
Miscellaneous articles .. us 1,656,849 1,772,484 
Total .. AD ate 11,948,369 11,881,212 


NE EE 
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CoMPARATIVE Statement of the Exports through the Lisbon Custom- 
house in the Year 1874 and the first Eleven Months at 1875 


respectively :— 
Value. 
Nomenclature. 2 re 
an, to Nov., 
1874. 1870. 
Milreis. Milreis. 
Olive oil.. ae ae aA 337,146 365,746 
Potatoes .. fe ae it 177,060 178,689 
Coffee .. me ee Ba 778,029 728,431 
Boots and shoes. . : ate 91,275 55,427 
Meat, fresh and prepared ie 184,327 150,790 
Onions .. ; ae Ae 152,464 143,489 
Wax— 
In the rough... ve ie 566,383 411,254 
In candles .. a Be 44,794 26,728 
OTK aie Ae sis 808,899 835,617 
Elephants’ teeth a i 109,066 127,026 
Oranges, fresh .. ue ss 191,038 111,802 
Other fresh fruit si ¥ 159,719 | 179,148 
Dried almonds .. oe “e 44,031 69,621 
» figs ee ar : 50,269 40,102 
Caitinwcar elt, 79,280 75,850 
Honey eke es 9,984 8,359 
Manganese $e ie ht 127,608 | 67,786 
Gold coin ‘ oe ae 21,307 } 62,111 
Silver coin ae, ae As 3,202 | 8,486 
Palm oil. ag 180,621 | 78,010 
Fish, fresh and prepared ug 90,886 101,470 | 
Salt aie ts ae 290,872 223,894 
Silk— 
In the cocoon... wi 5G 19,867 6,868 
Spun .. a0 = we 3,461 1,160 
Ginguba seed .. Oc as 115,101 5,890 
Orchilla weed .. ee ee 19,826 25,102 
Wine ~-:.. ae me 2,161,305 1,484,723 
Miscellaneous articles AD 1,002,824 1,543,083 
Total .. ne He 8,255,773 7,587,969 


em 
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IJ.—-Surering anp NAVIGATION. 


The total number of entries and clearances of British vessels regis- 
tered in the consular books during the year 1875 was as follows :— 


ENTRIES. 


Nature of Cargo. wns hy 
Coal .. ne és ‘ oe 340 
General cargo ig tis as ‘ 167 
Mineral Se Re me “i 31 
Ballast ota ne Pi oe a 27 
Fish . vs ‘- “4 és fe 22 
Wheat ee ee ve Hic ‘ 
Tron .. ee on ‘ wa re 
Beans re ss ‘ 4 - 
Rails. . he a : - 
Coffee . nO ‘ - 


Grain and staves .. 2 
Patent fuel .. ae ‘ 
Machinery .. Te 
Hides xe dis 


Esparto gras and hides 


Grain 3 a i 

Coals and coke F ac 
Coals and bottles .. ; os 
Maize > oF) F ha i 
Wheat, beans, and seed . ae a 
Ore and oranges .. F ar a 
Sulphur a ea : ee #F 
Coals and soap Se es ee we 
Corn.. fe a oa ae ae 
Coals and casks... * ne on 
Esparto grass Ap on An oa 
Coals and machinery te =e ea 
Currants 4 - an 
Tron, coals, and lead = a a 
Mineral and fruit .. ata i ie 
Coals, iron, and tin.. Pe ab be 
Brimstone .. ms a me a3 
Spirits Ri ae Pe ee es 
Rum and ballast .. oe ike = 
Pitch eS oy * a ees 


Total « an ee an 663 
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CLEARANCES, 
a ee ee 
Number of 
Nature of Cargo. areata 

Mineral e a ale ast ah 179 
General ie ors nA i oa 168 
Salt .. if pa aly aa sf, 123 
Ballast me aS ae a's ae 111 
Fish ., $a he Fat be: +: 14 
Salt and cork or a re “ye 11 
Mineral and cork .. ih i AF 9 
Phosphate .. “it “ Ae 9 
Coffee xe Gs Ki aa 6 
Manganese ., ray Ae mt : 4 
Mineral and fruit .. = 4 
Cork... Py “ie : ? 3 
Coals. . iv . 2 
General of seed .. ae 4 2 
Phosphate and cork i : L 
Cocoa ae ‘“ as re iL 
Mineral, cork, and fruit .. Fs 1 
Mineral and general a we es 1 
Wood i. fe te A ae 2 
Ore and oranges .. e ae : 1 
Beans 70 Js aa ce Fy 
Corn.. ve me ane ; . i 
Fruit xr - ne af 1 
Wheat ; re : a : 1 
Hides ite ai ‘ ae ‘ 2 
Coalsand soap... ee : ‘ 1 

Total ae < AO Ase 654 


Ce a a a TT el 

Only vessels remaining forty-eight hours in port are required by 
law to report at the consulate, and the above tables are therefore neces- 
sarily imperfect, in so far that they do not show the total amount of 
shipping frequenting the port during the year. That amount, on the 
other hand, is given in the tables immediately following, which, how- 
ever, afford no data as to the nature of the cargoes carried. 


Toran Number of British Vessels which Entered and Cleared at Lisbon 
during the Year 1874, distinguishing between Sailing and Steam 
Vessels, and between Vessels with Cargo and Vessels in Ballast. 


ENTERED. 


Steam. 


mn 

J & 
Cargo eves ee|_ 425 | 78,864 1). 650 | 636,979 a, | 1,075 | 715,843 R 
Bales | Ego | stair |p 3824 9] 2958 2 } 30,175 


Total os eee|| a5 SEBS 659 | 689,937} 26,861 | 1,104| 722,318] 30,175 


-~ 


CLEARED. 
a eT a SS ER ERE 
Sailing. Steam, Total. 
a F a . a — 
o 5 a o < a 3 F an 
g] 8 s |#| 8 > | #8 & 5 
° =I ’ oO & rd e} - 
> a 1S) va HB o > i= o 
“argo ese wns] 394 | 73,275 1 616 | 620,443 | 2 1,010 | 692,718 
Ballast 2 2] “75 | 14799 | $997 | “4s | 20°743 | $2355 | hig] as'og2 | ¢ 30252 
‘Total vue sof 469 | 87,064 | 3,397 | 659 | 641,186] 26,855 | 1,128|.728,250] 30,252 


A SR 


Torat Number of British Sailing and Steam Vessels which Entered 
and Cleared at Lisbon during the Year 1875, distinguishing between 
those employed in the Direct Trade and those employed in the 
Indirect Trade. 


ENTERED. 
Sailing. Steam. Total. 
S| = : a ne 
o . a oO : m oO is 
Ee é a) a Ee 
eee (Peeps) ei se teva 4+ ® 
> ia 1S) > fa 1S) a i=] 1S) 
Direct trade... ...  ...| 367 | 68,511 | 2,728 | 419 | 384,384] 16,543 | 786 | 452,895| 19,271 
Indirect trade hie até) ‘TS | 18,870 586 240 | 255,553] 10,3818 | 318] 269,423] 10,904 
OGM asm a wewps, tl). 445 || 82,881 | 3,314 659 | 639,937 | 26,861.| 1,104] 722,318 | 30,175 


g 
H 


Direct trade... ; 362 | 338,723 | 14,402} 626] 383,549| 16,159 
Indirect trade 205 | 42,238 | 1,6 297 | 302,463 | 12,453 | 502] 344,701| 14,098 
BROAN sae), ozs 469 | 87,064 | 3,397 | 659 | 641,186 | 26,855 | 1,128| 728,250} 30,252 


CompaRrativn Statement of the Total Movement of British Shipping at 
the Port of Lisbon in the Years 1875 and 1874 respectively. 


ENTERED. 


Sailing. 


a PS 

o - 

31.2 3 

te i] 13) 
WS ee aa” wl 405 82,381 26,861 | 1,104 | 722,318] 30,175 
1874 ... 459 32,150 


[641] 51 
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CLEARED. 


Steam. 


Crews. 


2 
nm 
E a 
oO m 
Pa o 
1S) > 


Vessels. 


a 
a 
3 
B 


Tons. 


469 | 87,064 | 3, 59 | 641,186 | 26,855 | 1,128 | 728,250| 30,252 
452 | 85,282 | 3, 725 | 672,690 | 28,656 | 1,177 | 755,252| 32,032 


17 1,782 21 


1875 ... 
1874 ... 


Increase 1875 


Decrease 1874 66 | 72,690] 1,801 


“49 | 27,022| 1,780 


The shipping this year as compared with 1874 shows a decrease of 
four in the number of sailing vessels, with a total burthen of 1,104 
tons, and of sixty-eight in the number of steamers, with a decrease in 
the aggregate burthen of 35,082 tons; total decrease eighty-two vessels, 
measuring together 36,186 tons. 

Thirty-eight vessels, with an aggregate measurement of 23,725 tons,. 
put in in distress or for repairs. Ninety-three vessels, measuring 
together 126,869 tons, were in quarantine during the year; of these 
seventy-seven were steamers measuring 124,043 tons. Twenty-three 
vessels, measuring together 3,018 tons, brought fish from Newfoundland 
to the amount of 72,612 quintals, of which only 22,534 quintals were 
sold in Lisbon, or 56,000 quintals less than last year. 

Of vessels clearing from Lisbon to Brazil with cargoes of salt, 
thirty-nine, measuring together 10,393 tons, sailed hence in 1875 more 
than in 1874. These are said to be mainly north-country vessels which 
formerly traded to the Mediterranean, but having been driven out by 
steamers, have had to seek a new source of freight. 

The number of vessels leaving in ballast decreased from seventy- 
five in 1874 to forty-one in 1875, with a corresponding decrease in 
measurement of 5,073 tons, a circumstance which seems to point to a 
diminished yield from the mines worked in Southern Portugal. 

For the substance of the foregoing analysis of the shipping at 
Lisbon [ am indebted to the industry of Mr. A. Ffrench Duff, the 
British Vice-Consul at Belem, who also prepares the shipping returns 
sent independently of this report to Her Majesty’s Government. 


III.—Pusric Works. 


The South Eastern of Portugal Railway, the vicissitudes in the 
affairs of which have been referred to in more than one of the annual 
reports from this consulate, has now been for some years the property 
of the State, having been forfeited by the company to which it originally 
belonged under circumstances upon which it is no longer necessary to 
dwell. It now yields a net revenue to the State of 100,000 milreis, or 
about 22,000/., a sum which, though small, indicates the point at which 
the low-water mark of insolvency has been passed, and which wilt 
doubtless increase as fresh districts are opened out to trafic by the 
completion of its prolongations, which have been sanctioned and are in 
course of construction. 

The Minister of Finance, in his late exposition to the Chambers, 
points out, with much justice, how mistaken were those who attributed 
to a too lavish expenditure upon public works the financial embarrass- 
ment in which Portugal was plunged only a few years ago. His 


~- 
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Excelleney urges that, but for the improved means of communication, 
and the development of the national resources which has been their: 
consequence, these pecuniary difficulties might never have been over-- 
come; and he counsels, therefore, the active though prudent prosecu- 
tion of all such works, as being the seed which it is necessary to sow in 
order to reap an abundant harvest of prosperity. One of the principal 
prolongations of the South Eastern line is the Algarve Railway, the 
works of which have been for a time provisionally carried on at Govern- 
ment expense as a means of furnishing employment to the population 
of that province, who are in a state of extreme distress from causes 
which will be referred to under the head of agriculture. This work and 
the construction of a certain amount of ordinary roads, in the same 
district and for the same reasons, constitute the only public works of 
any importance which have been undertaken or carried on within the 
limits of this consulate during the year 1875. 


IV. AGRICULTURE. 


Two years of continued and unexampled drought have had a disas- 
trous effect upon the agriculture of southern Portugal. The kingdom, 
or province, of Algarve in particular has suffered so severely that in 
the spring of last year the Portuguese Government felt themselves 
compelled to take steps for the relief of the inhabitants and to prevent 
the land from going out of cultivation. To this end they ordered the 
Civil Governor of Faro (the capital) to make a circuit through the 
province, to collect information as to the extent of damage caused by 
the drought, and to suggest such remedies as might occur to him. 

The Civil Governor found, as the result of his inquiries, that of the 
three classes of which the population of Algarve is mainly composed, 
the fishermen had not suffered at all, the yield of the fisheries having 
been abundant; that the labourers had suffered but little, as there had 
been no scarcity of work and no excessive dearness of provisions; but 
that the small proprietors, who form a large and important section of 
the population, had been driven to the greatest straits, being without 
seed for sowing the land, and having been compelled to part with their 
live stock at a heavy loss from haying no means to subsist the animals. 
upon. One of the principal resources of Algarve consists in its wealth 
of trees, figs, almonds, and carob trees (the latter tree is the Ceratonia: 
siligua of botanists). These trees had begun unfortunately in some: 
instances to perish, and were the drought to continue they would. 
undoubtedly a so generally,—an event which, as the Civil Governor 
remarks in his report, would be equivalent to the utter ruin of the 
largest and best part of the inhabitants of the province, and similar 
or superior in its desolating effects to the misery caused in the district 
of the Douro and the Island of Madeira twenty years ago by the 
ravages of the vine disease. Such a calamity it is to be hoped will now 
be averted, for though, up to the end of January of this year, the 
drought had scarcely been mitigated by very insufficient autumn rains, 
the early days of February have been marked by a copious supply, and 
the worst of the crisis is probably at an end. It will be some time, 
however, before its effects are recovered from, notwithstanding the 
prompt and energetic measures which were adopted by the Government 
on receiving the Civil Governor’s report. These consisted in a loan of 
seeds to the small proprietors; in a more active prosecution of the 
State, district, and municipal roads already in course of construction; 
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and in the construction, at the expense of the State (as was mentioned 
under the head of Public Works), of a certain number of miles of 
railway within the limits of the distressed provinces. 


Noret.—1 milrea.. es aw os = 48. big, 
lcontooreis .. ae ri 2221. 4s. 54d. 
1 kilogram Re ie sia 2°2046 lbs. avoirdupois. 
1 decalitre A via “3 2°20096 gallons. 


Lisbon, February 15, 1876. 
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LOANDA. 


Report by Consul Hopkins on the Trade and Oommerce of the Province 
of Angola for the Year 1875. 


TRADE AND CoMMERCE. 


I nueret I am unable to give a flourishing account of the trade and 
commerce of Angola for 1875. This has been, without exception, the 
very worst year for the mercantile interest of Loanda for twenty years. 
In consequence of the heavy rains during the months of January, 
February, and March, the River Quanza, from which source the trade 
of Loanda is almost entirely derived, overflowed its banks to such an 
extent that the country was inundated for miles on either side. The 
ground nut and other crops were entirely destroyed, the natives were 
obliged to abandon their huts for the higher lands, and the country was 
so long flooded that the palm nuts became over-ripened and useless. 

In Cazengo and Incongé, the coffee-producing districts of the 
province, the effects of the heavy rains were severely felt, but more 
especially in Cazengo, from which Loanda derives her chief supplies. 
The out-turn did not equal one-third of the average of previous years, 
consequently the effects have been seriously felt in commercial circles, 
and had it not been for the liberal support afforded to the merchants by 
the bank (Banco Nacional Ultramarino) and some wealthy merchants 
of Lisbon interested in the province, a crisis would have been imminent. 

Tam glad to say that prospects for the coming season appear better, 
but it will be some time before Loanda will recover from the severe 
losses of last season. 

The merchants naturally complain of the badness, in a commercial 
point of view, of the past year. The ground-nut crop has been an 
entire failure, in consequence of the heavy rains, but also the present 
price paid in Europe for African produce has so fallen off that the 
natives find /it more profitable to grow mandioca for food and barter 
among themselves than to take the trouble of growing ground nuts, 
which will not pay for the labour expended upon their production. 

These ground nuts, which for many years formed one of the chief 
exports from Loanda (many thousand tons being shipped annually to 
England, America, and Portugal) was a profitable trade until within 
the last five years; since then their value in European markets has been 
annually decreasing on an average of from 20 to 25 per cent., and 
actually last year as much as 70 per cent. from the prices obtained eight 
or ten years ago. 

For example, in 1868 ground nuts were worth in the English 
market from 20/. to 221. per ton, and in America 25/. or even more 
could be obtained ; last year they were not worth more, or would not 
realize more, than 12/. 10s. or 132. per ton. 

This heavy depreciation in value has, of course, affected this once 
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profitable trade, and now little or no beneficial results can be obtained 
in its purchase. 

In consequence of the excessive duties levied by the Portuguese 
custom-house on English goods brought out in English bottoms, buyers 
are unable to offer such value for the produce as would recompense the 
producer, and at the same time leave a fair margin of profit for them- 
selves. ny 

The goods used in this trade are of the cheapest and most ordinary 
description of cloth, known as “chilloes,’’ common denims, cheap hard- 
ware, knives, padlocks, and common earthenware. 

In former years, when ground nuts were of a higher value, traders 
could afford to pay these high duties, but now it is almost impossible ; 
there is no margin left after paying the producer the minimum price 
that will repay him for his labour. Unless the Government reduce the 
duties, one great branch of African agriculture and commerce will 
become extinct. 

The custom returns for the present year will not be made up for 
some months, and as in my last year’s commercial report I gave them 
up to 1873, I now continue with the value in milreis fortes, at 
4$500 reis per £ sterling, showing the imports and exports registered 
at the different custom-houses of this province for the year 1874. 


Imports. Exports. 

Milreis. Milreis. 
Loanda an a0 aa 1,452,780,092 1,165,240,516 
Benguella .. we ae 512,406,843 492,869,386 
Mossimedes aie. A 104,287,932 98,796,100 


Aah brie PE es, 360,142,975 539,410,299 


The bank (Banco Nacional Ultramarino) is still in active and profit- 
able operations, and the bank rates remain us follows :—rate of discount 
for bills at three months drawn and accepted in the province, 9 per - 
ent. per annum; interest on loans on property, 9 per cent. per annum ; 
accounts current for consignments of produce, 8 to 9 per cent. per 
annum. 


Bills on Lisbon, 90 days, 33 per cent. + 
60 


” 3 ”? 
a5 30 24 - 
Exchange on London, 90 days, 4s. 8d. per milreis, buying rates. 
yp 60 48. Tidiy ~ 9.55 a 
_ 30 As, Td. é . 
is 8 43. 65d. | » 
Pc 8 4s. 53d. ag selling rates. 


SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION. 


Three lines of mail steamers continue to run from Europe to this 
‘province, two from England on alternate months and one from Lisbon. 
There is also an intercolonial line, put on specially for the navigation of 
the River Quanza. This line is maintained by English capital, and a 
petition was laid before the Portuguese Government last year, praying 
for assistance by the grant of a subsidy. The Governor-General of 
Angola was himself much in favour of this Government help, as it was 
evident to him that the province would be much benefited by the 
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facilities offered by the Quanza River Steam Navigation Company for 
Opening up the heart of the province and developing its resources. 

There are four steamers constantly running between Loanda and 
Dondo, the highest inland port on the Quanza approachable by water, 
and the principal centre of the trading districts. 

Produce is collected at the ports of Tombo, Columbo, Bom Jesus, 
Cunga Sagna, Barraca, Massangano, and Dondo. 

The agency of this line, as well as the agency of the two English 
lines of steamers, is in the hands of Messrs. Newton, Carnegie, and 
Co., of Loanda, an English house, who are also agents for Lloyds. 
Mr. R. 8. Newton is commercial agent for the United States Govern- 
ment. The reorganization of the company is in contemplation, and it is 
to be hoped that the arrangements now being tried in Europe may be 
successful for the benefit and future welfare of Angola. 

The following table will show the quantity of produce brought down 
the Quanza River in boats and launches in 1875 :— 
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The foregoing table does not by any means represent the produce 
sent into Loanda from the river Quanza; I should have hked to have 
added here a table showing the quantity brought down by the Quanza 
steamers, but I was unable to obtain statistics in time, owing to the 
pressure of business in the Company’s office. 

The number and description of vessels touching at Loanda during 
the year 1874, was as follows :— 


English mail steamers 11 11,064 tons. 

» trading 1 ee ae S51) 5, 

»  barques 1 Ae ie 269 ,, 

»  men-of-war a 24 guns. ey em 
French id 1 3 uN Lvae™ ., 
Dutch trading steamers 3 * oe HLOW “,, 
American barque 1 sie ve 396 ,, 
Portuguese mail steamers, 26 a wad opp eras 

pee trading ,, 6 ee oe 900 

- barques 3 ee ma 1,133 cubic metres. 
» brigs 9 oe oe 2,475 » 

a brigantines 9 vie ee 1,567 * 

as launches il ae oe 837 se 

a schooners 6 sis ae S847 i 

w cahiques 29 oe 1,086 a 


Nozz.—1-333 cubic metres is equal to an English ton. 


¥rom my consular books for 1875 I find the following English and 
French vessels visited Loanda, I cannot give the Portuguese or other 


nations until the custom-house returns are made up :— 
Total tonnage. 


English mail steamers 9 oe os 7,960 

Schooners 3 ate ee 282 

Brig 1 ate ee 163 

English men-of-war 13 76 guns. 15,315 

French = 2 Ss 2,120 
AGRICULTURE. 


In my report last year I wrote fully upon this subject, describing the 
agricultural productions of each particular district ; I will not go over 
the same ground again. 

One article is rapidly increasing in importance as an export from 
Loanda. Cotton is comparatively anew article of export from this city. 
The staple is long, strong, and firm, and compares very fayourably with 
other sorts in the Liverpool markets. The trade here is only in its 
infancy, having been but recently developed. 

A factory’ has been established at Cunga, on the river Quanza, 
principally for the purpose of developing this branch of agriculture, 
and steam and hydraulic machinery for cleaning and pressing have been 
at the factory for some time. 

The proprietors have already had sufficient success to induce them 
to carry on the business on a larger scale. With one good season, so that 
the native grower could realize the value of his labour to himself, there 
is no doubt that he would continue his labour in the cultivation of this 
most important article, and it would soon become a real source of wealth 
to Loanda. It is indigenous to the country, and were skilled labour 
obtainable, there are few countries could offer greater facilities to the 
planter than the lands on the banks of the river Quanza round and 
about Cunga. 

Now that slavery is abolished in this Portuguese colony, plenty of” 
unskilled labour can be obtained, but what is wanted is a few skilled 
cotton-planters from the Southern States, to teach the natives how to. 
turn this most useful branch of agriculture into a lucrative one. 


1544 PORTUGAL. 


Rubber has long been known to the natives, but it is only within 
the last fixe or six years that it has been exported in any quantity. 
Lately it has been decreasing, owing, unfortunately, to the gross 
stupidity of the native collectors. Tapping the trees was too slow a 
process for them; they imagined that by cutting the tree down they 
would at once obtain all it contained. The result of this is naturally 
a falling off in quantity brought into the market. 

Here, too, as with cotton, skilled instructors might profitably be . 
introduced. 

Since the suppression of the slave trade the exports of ivory from 
Loanda has considerably decreased. The opening up of Kinsembo, 
Ambrigette, and other northern ports to legitimate trade, has given the 
native merchants a better market for their ivory. 

These ports are not immediately under Portuguese rule, and con- 
sequently there are no duties to: pay. Now this is a clear example of 
the baneful results to the trade of Loanda of the excessive, I had almost 
said oppressive, duties. Ns 

I believe these things have been strongly represented to the Home 
Government in Lisbon, and that they are favourably inclined to sanction 
a reduction in all duties. My own opinion is, that in doing so there 
would be no falling off in the revenue, but a considerable increase, in 
consequence of the greater quantity of produce that would come to the 
Loanda itself, and the Quanza river factories being so much more 
accessible to the natives. ‘ 

I mentioned in my report for 1874 that a sugar cane plantation for 
rum making at Bom Jesus had been established by Mr. Oliveira, and 
that owing to his untiring energy and ability he had been able to keep 
back the waters of the river Quanza by building an embankment so 
high that even at the highest known rise in flood time or rainy season 
the waters could not wash over. Unfortunately this year, in May last, 
owing to the excessive rains up country, the Quanza rose higher than 
has ever been known before, 30 feet in some places, and carried away 
Mr. Oliviera’s embankment, flooding his sugar cane plantations for 
miles, leaving 10 feet of water over most of it; thus destroying in 
a single day the work of twenty years. 

Mr. Oliviera, nothing daunted, has set to work again, ably backed up 
by the bank, and gaining from bitter experience this time seems 
confident of ultimate success. He expects. to have all the water 
drained off again this dry season, and he will then begin to replant his 
canes. ; 


POPULATION AND INDUSTRIES. 


Since my last report no census has been taken, in fact none since 
1870, but I think there can be but little doubt that the population 
must be decreasing, seeing the fearful ravages that are yearly made by 
fevers and smallpox. 

No fresh branch of industry having sprung up, the natives continue 
to occupy themselves in their usual way with agriculture, fishing, and 
as workmen, domestic servants, and carriers. 


Pusrtio Works. 


The public works under construction at present are as follows :— 

At Loanda.—A new hospital and wharf at the custom-house, with a. 
steam crane. 

At Benguella.—A. new residence for the Governor of the district. 

At Mossimedas.—Also a new residence for the Governor. 
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At Ambriez.—A. vew custom-house. 

A sum of 18,000/. is voted annually towards the completion of these 
works and for the repairs to other public buildings. , 

The new hospital of Loanda will occupy an area of 13,233 square 
yards. There will be six buildings in all, lying by pairs parallel to each 
other, the whole being connected by a continuous gallery. 

The first block is intended for the administration, having guard 
house, store room, apothecary’s quarters and dispensary, chemical 
laboratory, and medicine store room. In the second building, which is 
on a line with the first but separated about 10 feet, will be porter’s 
room, an office, the sick board meeting saloon, a reception and consul- 
tation room, and the directors’ quarters. 

Again the first building of the second block, which is parallel with 
the first two buildings, but about 30 feet distant, will have fifteen 
rooms for sick officers, and an equal number for privates in the second 
building. 

In the third and fourth blocks there will be four general infirmaries 
with twenty-four beds in each, giving to each man 100 cubic metres of 
air. Good ventilation is secured by constructing the roofs on the 
Reiterdach system. 

The fifth block has in the first building an infirmary for non- 
commissioned officers, and a woman’s ward with twelve beds in each. 
In the second building three wards, one for syphilitic patients with 
twelve beds, one for ophthalmic patients with eight beds, and the third 
for patients suffering from contagious skin diseases, with six beds. 

The sixth block has on one side an infirmary for prisoners, and 
three separate rooms for what is called “ prisoners of responsibility ” ; 
on the other side a laundry and necessary offices. 

Between the third and fourth blocks but outside the line of buildings 
is a large kitchen and pantry, and on the opposite side facing this will 
be a chapel and chaplain’s quarters. 

The dead house and dissection room are outside, but in a line with 
the sixth block. 

All the wards have their floors one metre above the natural surface of 
the ground, and a continual current of air is passing underneath 
through long slits that are left in the walls of the buildings. 

In every ward there is a separate room for the attendant, and 
another for any patient dangerously ill; also a chamber with two baths, 
another as a lavatory, and a third with closets and urinals. 

There has been a civil engineer out from Lisbon for the last four or 
five months, and he, with the able assistance of the Commanding Royal 
Engineer, Captain John Arrobus, has been prospecting and running a 
line of levels for the purpose of ascertaining the practicability of con- 
structing a railway from Loanda to the interior of the province. 

I believe their report is favourable to the project, and in all 
probability an attempt will be made to form a company, and I would 
not be surprised to hear that capital was looked for in England. A. 
railway into the heart of the coffee producing country would no doubt 
tend greatly to develop the resources and wealth of the country, but 
this, I believe, will never be done with private capital alone, as the 
enormous outlay required could not possibly yield a return for many 
years, if even the project were practicable in the present state of the 
country. 
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GrneraL REMARKS. 


The foregoing descriptions of the public works belong entirely to- 
this year, as 1 had already described all that were in hand in 1874. 

During the past year I have not seen any extension of the sea wall, 
nor has there been anything more heard of the Bengo River Water 
Company, still I am given to understand it has not been abandoned, 
and the inhabitants of Loanda may still look forward to the luxury of 
an unlimited supply of fresh water laid on to their own houses. 

As regards the northern portion of my consulate between Angola 
and Black Point, I do not make it the subject of a separate commercial 
report, as it is impossible for me alone to gather statistics, I want the 
aid of a vice-consul resident in these northern parts, who would keep me 
informed monthly of all the fluctuations in trade with reasons for the 
same. 

I believe the ivory season has been tolerably fair but little has been: 
done in oil or nuts. 

The Congo Expedition against the pirates in August and September 
diverted the trade for a short time from Ponta da Leuha, but this was 
only while the operations lasted; all has returned again, but at its best 
this year it has been very insignificant. 

The health of the South West Coast of Africa during 1875 has been 
very bad, especially between the months of February and July, and a 
great many Europeans have died. I must except the cily of Loanda 
from this, as it has been remarkably healthy. 


Loanda, December 31, 1875. 
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Report by Consul Hayward on the Trade and Commerce of the Island of 
Madeira for the Year 1875. 


Surprrmne anp NAavIGATrIon. 


JHE number of sea-going merchant ships, whether sailing vessels or 
steamers, which entered the port of Funchal from all parts of the world 
and sailed from this port respectively in the last five years is shown by 
the following table :— 


British. Foreign. 
Arrived. Sailed. Arrived. Sailed. 

Years. al ol — nl al al ~~ 
eo eh Se eee eS be Pee) sole 
2 | SE 18s) 2 | SE) 28) 2 )8Fi 38) 2 | 32 
q > a6 8 g2 go I seigs Sg go 
a }eehe>| & | 2S) ee] 8 125) 2>| 2 | 88 

rs A yj rs A % a: 1a (| Ee hei 
TW cal 202,480 | 10,895 | 340 | 202,480 10,895 | 125 | 46,349 | 2,632 | 127 | 46,537 | 2,609 
I872" | «Ag 273,102 | 12,726 | 415 | 272,916 | 17,718 | 132 | 45,004| 2,191 | 128 | 44,424 | 2,163 
1873 369,17 | 15,757 | 501 | 369,177 | 15,755 174 | 67,110} 3,248 | 174 | 67,110 | 3,248 
1874 320,345 | 14,014 | 396 320,345 | 14,012 | 178 72,817 | 3,442 | 176 72,600 | 3,235 
1875 355,098 | 15,695 | 418 | 354,799 | 15,685 | 182 | 77,066] 3,475 | 179 | 76,430 | 3,452 


The nationality of the ships arrived at Funchal in 1875 was as 
follows :— 


oe Steamers. Total. 
British .. Se Ae a 116 802 418 
Portuguese ot hc we 89 46 1385 
German .. Ae fe ne 9 9 18 
French .. oe ie ‘fa 1! 3 4 

Spanish .. aA ee Be 10 sie 10 - 
American de ae “ 4 Gc 4 
Kahan: ~. ae oi is 2 2 4 
Dutch .. Zs Rie a ate 2 2 
Danish .. oe Bia i 1 ae 1 
Belgian .. My At ne Be i 1 
Swedish .. fe a ate 2 res 2 
Brazilian Ort ae ne ie 1 zh 
Total AO nr: ae 234 3866 610 

TRADE. 


The following is a com parative statement of the amount of the trade 
of the island of Madeira during the last five years, according to custom- 
house returns :— 
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Estimated value of Imports. | Estimated value of Exports. 


Years, 
In British In Foreign In British | In Foreign 
Vessels. Vessels. Vessels, Vessels. 
£ & £ £ 
1871 119620 "Teese 91,532 90,665 
1872 «Re Soy Fae 600 104,308 101,870 87,811 
1873 ae sé 162,958 117,845 118,083 81,420 
1874 = oo 187,760 86,830 130,904 46,085 


1875 e ie 182,560 92,689 137,850 60,990 


No statistics have been published, nor are any at present attainable 
regarding the agriculture and industry of this island for the year 1875. 
It is, however, estimated that upwards of 8,000 pipes of wine were 
produced in Madeira in the year 1875. Improved methods of treating 
these wines have rendered them more agreeable to the prevailing taste 
of consumers, and the demand for Madeira wines is steadily increasing 
in every market. 

The Phyllozera vastatriz appears to have partially attacked and 
destroyed many vines in some districts, but this evil has not discouraged 
the renewal and extension of plantations. 

Sugar-canes continue to be largely cultivated. The crop for 1875 
yielded about 620 tons of sugar and 315,000 gallons of spirit. 

The cereal crops continue to be insufficient for the island consump- 
tion. 


Madeira, April 28, 1876. 
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ST. MICHAEL’S. 


Report by Acting-Consul Read on the Trade and Commerce of the Azores 
Sor the Year 1875. 


Surppine anp NavIGATION. 


Iy my report for the year 1874 I mentioned that a large number of 
British vessels, after remaining several weeks at St. Michael’s in hopes 
of obtaining freight, were eventually obliged to leave in ballast, as 
cargoes could not be provided for them, the crop of oranges having 
been a very deficient one. During the year 1875 a more prosperous 
state of things prevailed, or, more properly speaking, during the latter 
part of the year; for, as I stated in a former report, the fruit season at 
St. Michael’s commences in the latter part of October, and ends gene- 
rally in the beginning or middle of April. Thus the orange crop of 
1874-75 having been a very limited one, only ten British vessels cleared 
with fruit in the latter part of the season; whereas during the same 
period five or six times that number are despatched when the crop is 
an average one, and for this reason, although the end of the year was a 
very busy one, the following return exhibits a falling off in the total 
number of British vessels entered and cleared in 1875 as compared 
with the return for 1874 :— 


Return of the Total Number of British Vessels Entered at 
St. Michael’s in 1874 and 1875. 


Vessels. Tons. 

| SS ee iene 31,449 
1875.. are a at rat 88 27,274 
Decrease in 1875... “ 36 4,175 


It must be borne in mind, however, that of the 124 arrivals in 1874, 
upwards of thirty left in ballast. 


Return of British Vessels Cleared at St. Michael’s in 1874 and 1875. 


ae 


Vessels. Tons. 
1874.. ox os we ve 132 33,001 
1875.. we ws aie ae 87 27,017 
Decrease in 1875 .. ag 45 5,984 


The following return exhibits the number of British steamers and 
sailing ships entered and cleared at this port in 1875, with their ton- 
nage, crews, and yalue of cargoes :— 
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ENTERED. 
With Cargoes. In Ballast. Total. 
= Value 
a a | 3 ald é of 
@ | Tons 5 @ | Tons. | & @ | Tons. 5 Cargoes. 
eS 13) ad 1<) > o 
Steamers A ores PRs Le .29 19,436 | 650 | 29 | 19,436] 650 nee 
Sailing ships ... soa] 38 2,774 124 41 5,064 | 263] 59 7,838 387 59,773 
Total .. ...| 18 | 2,774 | 1241 70 | 24,500] 913] 88 | 27,27411,037| 59,773 
CLEARED. 
With Cargoes. In Ballast. Total. 
: : Value 
¢ g|4 el¢@ é lon! 
2 | Tons. 5 2 | Tons. | 5 2 | Tons. | 6 Cargoen. 
> Oe lie Se ae ‘S) 
& Se 
Steamers ...  ...| 27 | 17,659] 583] 1 | 1,052 | 45 | 28 | 18,711] 628] 57,178 4 
Sailing ships ... | 49 6,913 } 339] 10 1,393 66 59 8,306 405 | 20,610 9 
Total ... ..| 76 | 24,572 | 922] 11 | 2,445 | 111 | 87 | 27,017 | 1,033) 77,788 13, 


This port in the fall of the year was frequented by an unusual 
number of American whalers for the purpose of effecting repairs, 
painting, purchasing provisions, &c., &ec., as well as to deposit oil for 
reshipment to the United States, the protection afforded by the break- 
water enabling these operations to be carried out with ease. 

The total number of foreign vessels entered and cleared at 
St. Michael’s during the year 1875 was as follows :— 


ENTERED. 
Steam. Sailing. ' Total. 
Nationality. ‘ é K ; 
ubic ubic ubic 
Vessels. Neiren: Crews. | Vessels. Metres. Crews. | Vessels. ‘Metres: Crews. 
American ar ae aie vee 28 7,197 638 28 7,197 638 
Brazilian ... ow 2 1,876 76 owe wee oad 2 1,876 76 
French ... ae ies nee ps 1 312 10 1 312 10 
Norwegian ad vis St weld 1 666 14 q 666 14 
Portuguese ane 20 15,435 644 191 25,885 | 1,500 211 41,320 | 2,144 
Spanish ... aay ae 5 oss 1 158 12 ¥ 158 t 
, Total ae oA 22 17,311 720 222 34,218 | 2,174 244 51,529 | 2,894 
GG OOO EEE 
CLEARED. 
eee EE 
Steam. Sailing. Total. 
Nationality. ies G 
ubic . ubic 
Crews. | Vessels. Metres. Crews. | Vessels. Metres: 
American Mabe Pe: b. 6,854 | 609 
Brazilian ... aa ne es aS 
French ... on oe a zs 745 
Norwegian i tae our BD 666 
Portuguese 1; [ 25,425 
Spanish ... aes 435 eee 1 158 


Total’ a. kk 33,848 | 2,139 


- 
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Return of Foreign Shipping engaged in the Direct and Indirect Trade 
at the Port of Fayal in the Year 1875. 


Direct Trade. Indirect Trade. Total. 
Nationality of 
Vessels. 
Vessels.| Tons. | Vessels.| Tons. | Vessels. | Tons. 
Portuguese .. re 49 80,203 2 1,322 51 81,525 
French... + He ws ars 4 2,084 4 2,084 
American as ais 21 6,762 Lal 5,263 82 12,025 
Brazilian ;. st 6 6,222 5 ae 6 6,222 
Ttalian .. 5 ae ae “ia 2 3806 2 306 
German 80 ae ae a 1 191 1 191 
Norwegian .. be ce Se 1 213 1 213 
Total a és 76 43,187 21 9,379 97 52,566 


CLEARED. 


Direct Trade. Indirect Trade. Total. 


Nationality of 


Vessels. ; ; 
Vessels.| Tons. | Vessels.}| Tons. | Vessels.| Tons, 
Portuguese .. A 49 30,203 2 1,322 ‘51 81,525 
French.. aie a ans 4 4 2,084 4 |. 2,084 
American a ic 20 6,729 11 5,263 81 11,992 
Brazilian e es 6 6,222 Pe - 6 ~ 6,222 
Italian .. * e “1 1 176 1 176 
Norwegian .. are ae 30 i} 213 1 213 


Total An Jo 75 48,154 19 9,058 94 52,212 


Not included in above forty-eight American whalers, aggregate 
tonnage 11,919, number of crews 1,401; landed for re-shipment to 
United States 150,549 gallons of sperm oil. 
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Return of Foreign Shipping engaged in the Direct and Indirect Trade 
at the Port of Angra, Island Terceira, in the Year 1875. 


ENTERED. 


. Indirect or 
Direct Trade. : Total. 
Nationality of Carrying Trade. 


Vessels. 
Vessels. | Tons. | Vessels. | Tons. | Vessels.} Tons. 


—— | | —_— —— |  _| | —_ “~ 


Portuguese .. 44 52 20,965 8 1,553 60 22,518 


American ae fs 3 909 ee 3 909 
Brazilian ss AA 6 5,852 Es ase 6 5,552 
Total. vas) . kd Meee 27,226 8 1,558 69 28,779 
CLEARED. i 
; Indirect or 
Direct Trade. : Total. 
Nationality of Carrying Trade, 
Vessels. 
Vessels.| Tons. | Vessels.| Tons. | Vessels.| Tons. 
Portuguese .. As 51 20,7938 12 2,397 63 23,190 
American ne rou Pan: 909 ote te 3 909 
Brazilian ae An 6 5,352 wa a0 a 2) 5,852 
Teesl he ch | 1 RAD 27,054 | 12 2,397 72 29,451 


RetuRN of Shipping of each Nation employed in the Coasting Trade 
at the Port of Angra, Island Terceira, in the Year 1875. 


Entered. Cleared. 
Nationality. 
Vessels. | Tons. | Crews. | Vessels. | Tons. Crews. 
Portuguese .: é. 76 34,149 | 1,677 77 84,166 | 1,675 


Return of the Number of Vessels of all Nations, with their Tonnage 
and Crews, Cleared at the Island of Flores during the Year 1875. 


A ‘i Number Number Number 

Nationality. of Vessels. of Tons. of Crews. 
American .. ce an 49 12,985 1,071 
British ie aie ae 6 ~ 93,412 111 
French ate ate as 3 850 30 
Portuguese .. is Se 23 13,071 529 
Total Rs hh 81 30,318 Aga 


The British vessels in the return for Flores were homeward-bound 
and called for water and provisions; the American vessels were chiefly 


~ 
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whalers, which also touched for water and. provisions. Two of the 
French vessels were leaky, and were condemned as unseaworthy. The 
large amount of Portuguese tonnage is due to the monthly steam- 
packet to Lisbon. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


Imports—During 1875 imports from Great Britain amounted to 
65,048/., about the same as in the previous year, and of which 58,8531. 
were imported in British vessels. In the above are included 1,978 tons 
of coal, of the declared value of 1,6537. 

Lumber was largely imported from the United States and the 
Dominion of Canada, nearly 300,000 feet having been brought in 
British vessels. 

No returns of the amount of imports from ail countries have been 
published by the custom-house, but I should say they could not have 
been less than 90,000/. in value. 

Exports—No returns have been published of the quantities of 
Indian corn (maize), wheat, beans, &c., exported during the year, but a 
good business in maize and beans was done with Lisbon and Madeira. 
Considerable quantities of cheese, as usual, were sent to Lisbon from 
the island of St. George. 

Oranges.—The following return exhibits the number of boxes of 
oranges exported from St, Michael’s to Great Britain during the year 
1875 :-— 


Large Boxes 
(equal to 2 malotes Value. 
or half-boxes). 


— 


iapasedgt Nas 

In British vessels .. ate ae 189,2782 72,027 18 0 
In Portuguese vessels ae 20,3362 8,065 13 0 
Total .. ae sr 209,6153 81,093 11 0 


Several thousand pine-apples were shipped to England of a value 
exceeding 3,000/. The cultivation of this fruit has attained great 
proportions. ‘ 

The quantity of fruit exported during the season of 1875-76, that 
is, between October 18, 1875, and April 10, 1876, was as follows :— 
351,608 boxes (large) of oranges, 5,657 malotes of mandarins (called 
here tangerines), and 25,102 pine-apples, the latter having been all 
grown under glass. 


AGRICULTURE. 


The crop of beans in 1875 was a good one, and prices held firm at 
500 reis the alqueire. Beans are iargely exported to Portugal, and 
afford freight to vessels at a time of the year when. no other cargo can 
be got except barro, a kind of clay used for the same purposes as 
cement. 

Refreshing rains fell in the months of April and May, and the 
labours of farmers later on were rewarded with an abundant wheat 
harvest. Indian corn or maize, being a later crop than wheat, suffered 
severely from the drought experienced in the months of July and 
August, and on light soils in many parts was a total failure. This 
cereal forms the principal portion of the food of the lower classes here, 
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to whom, therefore, therefore, a diminished yield is attended with many 
privations. Its average price is 360 reis the aliqueire ; but at the time 
of writing this report it has advanced to 500 reis, owing not only to the 
indifferent crop of last year, but also to the somewhat large exportation 
to Portugal and Madeira, and it is feared it will attain a still higher 
price before this year’s harvest is taken in. 

The crop of oranges of 1875-76 was one of the largest on record, 
and rain having fallen in the spring and autumn months, the fruit 
attained a good size. Prices ruled low on the island, the market having 
opened at 4s. 3d. the large box, and later in the season 3s. and even 
less was taken. The proprietors who preferred shipping their fruit on 
their own account fared no better, prices in England having also been 
very low. Pine-apples likewise did not fetch the high prices of some 
years ago, the market being glutted with them. 

To secure better prices it has been suggested lately in the local 
papers that paid agents should be sent by shippers to the principal 
ports in England to which fruit is forwarded, whose duty would be to 
superintend and regulate the sales, to establish shops for retailing 
fruit, and to open up new markets in the large and populous towns in 
the interior of England, and also on the continent. 


Pupsitic Works. 


On this head there is little to state. The mole or breakwater at 
St. Michael’s has not increased in length since my last report. Very 
deep water having been reached, barges towed by a steam-tug have 
been employed to deposit stone at the outer end, and the depth of 
water for a considerable extent being now much reduced, I am informed 
that this summer piles will be driven for the continuation of the rail- 
road or working platform from whence stones are discharged into the 
sea. 
At Fayal the preliminary works for the construction of a break- 
water have been commenced. 

The lighting apparatus for the lighthouse at Arnel Point has 
arrived, but it has not yet been made public when the light will be 
exhibited. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The floating dock alluded to in my previous reports was launched 
last summer, and four steamers, as well as several sailing vessels, have 
already made use of it, one of the steamers being the new mail boat of 
1,000 tons register. 

Education yearly receives more attention; last year several new 
schools were opened. 


St. Michael’s, April 24, 1876. 
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RUSSIA. 


BERDIANSK. 


Report by Vice-Oousul Wagstaff on the Trade and Commerce of Berdiansk 
Sor the Year 1875. 


TRADE AND ComMMEROE. 


NorwirHstanpine a very brisk trade in the spring and summer, 
which left handsome profits, the shipments made during the autumn 
have resulted in loss, and when the balance is struck for 1875 the most 
of our exporting commercial houses will find little remaining on the 
credit side. 

On the loading of the large supplies we received from the interior 
in May, the prospects of the harvests abroad were bad. This caused 
a steady adyance in the prices of wheat, and gave very satisfactory 
results to the exporter, but the increase in foreign markets had a 
corresponding effect on the prices of cereals at this port, which they 
maintained throughout the whole season, as, owing to the failure of our 
crops, the small supplies had no influence on last year’s stock, and of 
the shipments made in the autumn fully 40 per cent. were from the 
harvest of 1874. 

Owing to the supplies sent abroad being much greater than the 
demand, the state of trade at the present time at this port—in fact, in 
all South Russia—is most stagnant, even paralyzed, without any sign of 
improvement; indeed, commerce in general in these ports is on the 
decline ; for years, little or no prosperity is visible, and if measures are 
not taken soon to improve the agriculture of South Russia, she must 
lose her importance as a grain-producing district. 

The chief causes of this decline are, firstly, the great competition of 
America, where grain can be produced cheaper, and the improved 
means of transport in that country allow merchants to ship their wheat 
immediately any demand springs upin Hurope; secondly, the extension 
of the electrie telegrayh to all shipping ports, communicating daily the 
operations m foreign corn markets; and, thirdly, the employment of 
steam in the grain trade, thus supplying quickly any demand, and con- 
sequently preventing rates from increasing to former famine prices. 


Exports. 


By the custom-house returns, the total value of the exports from 
Berdiansk for 1875 amount to 1,607,827/., showing -an increase of 
248,0417. over that of 1874. 

The following table exhibits the quantities of cereals exported, com- 
pared with those of the preceding year :—- 
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Quantity. 
Articles. Increase. | Decrease. 
1874. 1875. 
Quarters. Quarters. Quarters, Quarters. 
Wheat .. 46 a 688,016 743,074 105,058 ar 
Barley :.4qeeed eed. 88,822 66,452 ne 2,370 
Rapeseed... x a 19,948 26,299 6,351 ae 
Linseed .. AG cA 10,308 5,895 a 4,913 
Bye 4.0 eet ae - 19,560 19,560 ee 
Oats 7 AE Ab 1,076 1,900 824 
Total nie a4 738,170 862,680 131,798 7,283 
7,283 
Increase for 1875 .. 0 ae 124,510 


Besides the above, the following are the other principal articles that 
have been exported :— 


Articles, Quantity. 
Tallow .. cS hed 3 Gwtgsd.\ Ree 2,736 
Wool, unwashed. . ate we $5 ts 2,247 
Hides. si ar AD ae rH sia 330 
Butter .. sh oF ae a. ye 183 
Flour .. ie ie sre % at 590 
Mats a An Af ..| Number .. 9,820 


SSS SSSR RASS GS TS 


Imports. 


The total value of the imports for 1875 amounts to 58,000/., which 
shows a decrease of 14,8437. compared with those of the previous year. 

The following table shows the quantities of the principal articles 
imported during 1875 :— 


Articles, Quantity. 

Coffee .. fe a ..| Cwts. 46 4,437 
mice’. es we ar ee fi A rly 
Olive oil re a6 a 3 ae 403 
Sugar .. ais a es i ws 318 
Wine in wood sid as is oe 629 

> bottles af ..| Dozen ae 20 
Confectionery. . oe ».| Cwts. a 13 
Fruits, fresh .. Fe ie ys aS 7,033 

5 sundry 35 ia os 50 8,912 
Boots and shoes An ne 35 in 56 
Cotton and woollen goods .. x‘ ae 23 
Iron work .. fe ae > an “ 196 
Copper work .. od Ye 2 a 20 
Glass .. oe aa ae 35 ate 125 
Petroleum .. Bh we 1 aS 726 
Agricultural machinery ..| Number .. 256 
Firewood ae se -«| Cwts. ae 27,861 
Charcoal ue es oe ce ae 2,073 : 
Wood work, carved .. oe Bs re 17 
Sundries “9 Ag wa) Walue ss 11,866 
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Domestic TRADE. 


The main staple of commerce in this part of the country is wheat, 
and during the first half of the year a very active trade was carried on. 
Dealers who were fortunate enough to hold their stocks realized the 
large profits of 3 to 4 r. per chetwert. The successful traders were few 
in number, as the majority sold on the first rise, and had to replace 
their stocks at higher prices. On the whole, however, the results of the 
trade by local dealers during 1875 were satisfactory. 

The actual deposit of wheat in town is estimated at 95,000 quarters 
for the Mediterranean ports, and 45,000 quarters for the British market, 
nearly the half of which remains from the abundant harvest of 1874. 

A remarkable falling off in the trade of salt and fish is observed. It 
is computed at 60 per cent. The want of roads has driven this im- 
portant branch into new channels; Taganrog and Ghenichesk now 
receive these articles, which are conveyed into the interior by railroad. 

The loss of this commerce to Berdiansk has naturally diminished the 
revenues of the town, but the most important feature is the increased 
rate of transport of wheat from the outlying districts, as carters can no 
longer count on a return load; thus the price of wheat is enhanced in 
value, and the producer does not reap the profit he would if proper 
means of communication with the interior existed. It is a notable fact 
that some wheat which was formerly sold in this market is now con- 
veyed to Taganrog by rail, where the price is 2s. per quarter less than 
at Berdiansk. 

The quarterly average market prices per imperial quarter, free on 
board, of the different articles of produce, are shown in the following 
table :— 


Articles. Ist Quarter. | 2nd Quarter. | 8rd Quarter. | 4th Quarter. 

Bleed £8. d, £ 

‘Wheat .. ar S| ea Ties 10 1 

Barley .. Be mi @ 16 2 Omiie Teo 

Rapeseed ae : O18 9 OnLse 0 0 

Linseed .. ws Za Om 0 22006 2 

Rye ae cies Leone 0 1) 10-6 1 

Oats... oe 0 16 0 @ 180 


Banks. 


As stated in last year’s report, the too great facilities of obtaining 
money from the banks have caused the ruin of several traders. The 
unfortunate suspension of the Moscow Commercial Bank made itself 
felt also in this town. The banks being curtailed of their credit, 
naturally in their turn diminished, to nearly half the amount, the credit 
given by them to the merchants. This has caused much embarrass- 
ment, and must hasten the fall of other tradesmen. At present there 
reigns a great scarcity of money, and with the rapid depreciation of the 
rouble, it is clear that South Russia is passing through a monetary 
crisis which will tell severely on all classes. 


EXcHANGES. 


There have been no great fluctuations in exchanges during the past 
year; 7 r. 40 c. per & sterling may be quoted as the average. Towards 
the autumn the increased value of the £ sterling gave a wider margin 
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to prices of cereals free on board, and at the present time those firms 
which have not drawn the proceeds of their cargoes sold abroad ate able 
to do so with a saving of 6 per cent. This difference in the exchange 
has sometimes risen to 8 or 10 per cent., thereby covering all losses 
which were inevitable at the time of the shipment of the produce. 


SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION. 


The navigation of the Sea of Azov opened on the Ist April, and 
came to a premature close on the 6th December. The sudden setting- 
in of winter caused several casualties to shipping. 

British —W hile the increase in the number of British vessels which 
cleared with cargoes is only two, compared with that of 1874, that of 
the number of tonnage is 5,443 ; this is owing to steamers having been 
engaged in the trade, fifteen of which took cargoes to Great Britain and 
to the Mediterranean. 

Foreign.—The Italian flag again takes the lead for 1875; the next 
in number is the Greek flag, which, as forrnerly observed, is increasing 
in favour, owing partly to the organization by the Greek insurance 
offices, who take very active measures against any captain of a vessel 
arriving under average. There is a falling off in the Austrian flag, as 
the vessels which have beer lately built are too large for this trade, 
especially with the recent low frieghts and enormous expenses of 
lightening over Yenicalé bar; they find more profitable employment in 
making American voyages. 

The following table shows the share each flag took in the carrying 
trade of 1875 :— 


Flag. Number. Tons. 

Austrian .. = . 19 7,472 
Belgian steamers. . 1 1,134 
British 5 ce ° 15 12,050 
British + 5 1,523 
German 2 936 
Greek + 116 27,962 
Italian 177 68,046 
Russian 13 8,854 
Turkish : 5 255 

Total ee is ee ac 353 122,782 


a caanennnnmnEEEieeniaeemmemememineemeeeeeeeeeee ee 


which shows an increase of 19 vessels and 10,548 tons over that of 
1874. 

Freights—The past season was also a bad one for shipping, as 
freights ruled excessively low nearly throughout the navigation. In 
the spring, rates were from 40s. to 42s, Gd. per ton tallow, but towards 
June, owing to the certain deficit in the English crops, exporters were 
anxious to ship their wheat, and freights rose to 50s., but soon fell 
again. July, August,and September brought a large number of seeking 
vessels to the Azov, most of which remained two or three months with- 
out finding employment, and some were even obliged to leave in ballast. 
The minimum rate paid here during the autumn was 35s., and the 
maximum 41s. 6d. The steamers which loaded at this port last year 
were chartered abroad at rates ranging between 40s. and 50s. per ton 
tallow. ~ 
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AGRICULTURE. 


The bountiful harvest of 1874 kept all hands employed in the field 
up to the commencement of winter, so that a small percentage of the 
usual acreage was brought under the plough. Owing to a protracted 
winter, spring found farmers unprepared, and a rush was made for the 
three-share plough to do as much work as possible in the short time left 
to them. The seed was hardly in the ground when a terrible drought 
set in; for two months there was no rain. The result of this was the 
complete failure of the crops. The rain which fell just before reaping 
time did good in some instances, but, as a rule, it injured the little 
yielded. 

This system of scratching the ground with the three-share plough 
last season most clearly proved its rottenness. Not only is the young 
plant deprived of its necessary moisture, but it is struck down by the 
sun before it has gained strength to resist the same, Another evil is, 
this plough does not cut through the strong network of grasses, and it 
was remarkable in this district what a large percentage of weeds came 
up and choked the wheat. 

Asa proof of the dire results of last year’s farming, our Zemstro 
(the Provincial States Court) has been obliged to provide one village 
with food this winter, and will distribute in this district seed for 1876 
to the value of 1,5007. However, in spite of the failure of the crops, 
those farmers who were fortunate in receiving even small returns were 
proportionately better off than last year. The enormous cost of col- 
lecting the barvest of 1874 and the low selling prices of produce left 
little profit, whereas in 1875 field labour was plentiful and cheap, and 
the market prices of cereals 50 per cent. over those of the preceding 
year. The bane of South Russia is the great scarcity of field labourers, 
and when the country is blessed with a good harvest, the rate of wages 
increases to such a fabulous height, that all hands, even artizans and 
domestic servants, leave en masse for the steppe. 

The immense advantages the German colonists derived from using 
reaping machines in 1874 induced a great many farmers to purchase 
machines last. season, and itis estimated that over 400 reapers were sold 
in this district. Indeed, until machinery is more generally used in this 
country, and the style of agriculture materially improved and irrigation 
attended to, it is to be feared that South Russia cannot maintain the 
trade which has been for many years exclusively her own. Yet the 
resources of Russia are immense, and with the gradual changes that 
are taking place in the country, doubtless the rising generation will see 
other administrative reforms, the want of which crippled the efforts of 
the old race of serfs. Then the land will be cultivated by a more intel- 
ligent class, industries will spring up, and the raw materials which are 
now exported will be manufactured at home. 


Pustio EpvUcATIOoN. 


A splendid college is being erected in this town for the accommo- 
dation of 500 boys, at the cost of 15,0007. At preseut there are 260 
students. The education is conducted on a classical basis, and on 
completing their studies they can enter at once any of the universities. 
His Excellency, Count Tolstoi, Minister of Public Education, visited 
this town last year, and was highly pleased with the progress made by 
the collegians. This district is doing a great deal for the education of all 
classes, and to further this object the Zemstro has opened a college at 
Preslay for sixty pupil teachers, who after three years’ study and on 
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passing their examination will be appointed as schoolmasters in the 
district. There are twenty teachers undergoing their studies at the 
present time. 


MaRrivupou. 


The port of Mariupol, situated about 60 miles to the north-east of 
Berdiansk, has been equally active during the past year. Its exports 
are valued at 1,506,575/., and are shown in the following table obtained 
from the custom-bouse returns. 


Articles. Quantity. 
Wheat Quarters .. 704,263 
Barley "4 Hic 73,956 
Rapeseed $ 45,455 
Linseed.. 53 26,811 
Rye is 7,872 
Wool Cwts. 1,164 
Hides, raw Number .. 1,170 


The import trade of Mariupol is insignificant, Jast year it amounted 
to 13,6237. 

Of the 275 vessels which cleared with cargoes, 28 steamers and 
13 sailing vessels were British. 

The remarks in general referring to the commerce of Berdiansk are 
equally applicable to Mariupol. 

It is reported that the concession of the Hlenofka Mariupol 
railway is given to an English company, of which Mr. John Hughes is 
the managing director, and that operations will begin in the spring. 
The line is only about 45 miles long, and when opened for traffic 
must increase considerably the importance of Mariupol, which is to be 
the great depdt and outlet for the coals raised at the works of the New 
‘Russia Company and surrounding coal beds. The quality is of the 
best steam coal, and it is calculated that the Black Sea ports will be 
supplied from these sources. 

Jt is also stated that the same company will carry out the projected 
improvements of the port of Mariupol by building a fine harbour, and 
dredging a channel to the roadstead. This will be a great boon, as the 
present difficulties of shipping produce are stupendous. The river 
Calmius is silted up,‘and only flat-bottomed boats drawing 18 inches to 
2 feet of water can enter the river. 


Berdiansk, February 28, 1876. 
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KERTOH. 


Report by Oonsul Barrow on the Trade and Commerce of Kertch 
Sor the Year 1875. 


SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION. 


Tuer amount of shipping of all nations for 1875 was 1,983, of which 
316 were British, a small amount in proportion to the rest, but it will 
be seen by the annexed table that their average tonnage reaches nearly 
to one-half of the whole amount; and although this amount of ship- 
ping has brought nearly 25,000 men of all nations to Kertch, it is 
worthy of remark that 1 have never yet seen a season pass with so few 
cases of insubordination or misconduct. 

I also annex a table of imports and exports containing a strange 
variety of articles, especially among the imports, from fruits and 
vegetables to telegraph cables and pianos, the greater portion being 
imported from England. 


Pustic Works. 


I have already mentioned in previous reports the project of con- 
structing a port at Kertch. I understand that the {project is still 
entertained but postponed seme die, as the expenses would be great, 
and it is considered desirable to see how the channel now being 
dredged through the Straits of Yenicalle will answer. It is expected 
that these works will be finished in August next. The French company 
who have been employed in making the channel have done their work 
loyally. They engaged to give a depth of 18 feet. I visited the works 
in the summer with the chief engineer, who kindly sounded with poles 
as we proceeded in the steam launch, and on each occasion [ read off 
19 feet. How far this expensive operation will facilitate navigation 
it is difficult to conjecture; but many experienced captains who 
habitually navigate in these waters express an opinion that the channel 
will very soon be filled up. I understand that the upper part is 
already nearly so; and the enormous body of water which must shortly 
swell the Azof, after an enormous amount of snow such as the oldest 
inhabitants do not remember, and the huge masses of ice which must 
sooner or later come down from the Azof whenever the frost breaks up, 
will probably contribute largely to filling up the channel. If this 
happens, the Russian Government will probably decide to carry out 
the project of a port. The plan is now at St. Petersburg, and if 
eventually carried out will give a great importance to Kertch. The 
outer wall, from inside of St. Paul’s Battery to the Genoese Mole, at 
a distance of 100 sagenes of 7 feet, will leave a large space of ground 
which, when ,filled up with the decombres from dredging, will be 
available for warehouses, magazines, &c. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Among the many improvements that have taken place in Kertch, 
perhaps the most important in a hygienic point of view is an order 
that was issued from the mayoralty last year requiring every house 
owner to plant not less than three trees in front of his house, the trees 
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being given free of expense for that purpose, whilst it will add much to 
the appearance of a town where foliage is so scarce. 

A large synagogue was completed and opened last summer with 
great ceremony, all the public functionaries assisting, with our late 
worthy Governor, to whom were presented the keys. 

I say late, because, unfortunately for Kertch, his Excellency has 
resigued after a residence of eighteen years at this seat of Government, 
where he was much respected and greatly regretted. In proof of which 
I may mention that when he left by steamer many gentlemen of 
Kertch went in the same steamer to escort him to Odessa. Our 
acquaintance, extending over a period of nearly ten years, brought us 
frequently together; and on the occasion of a public dinner of 
farewell given to him and his wife, I felt it a pleasurable duty, as 
Doyen du Corps Consulaire,” to express to him publicly in the name 
of my colleagues our due appreciation of his habitual courtesy and 
attention to our representations. 

One of his last administrative acts was to forward to the Minister 
of Marine my letter complaining of the dangers of the breakwater for 
want of a proper beam. The small buoy—at the best of times almost 
invisible—was continually breaking adrift and going ashore. And 
before leaving Kertch the Governor had the satisfaction—and I am 
sure it was gréat—of receiving, and causing to be placed at the end of 
the breakwater, an immense iron beam with a cage, so that I trust 
there will be fewer accidents henceforth in that direction. 

This great boon has not been duly appreciated by the owners of steam 
tugs, lighters, &c., who reproach me for having materially injured their 
business, as they say that the lightering alone would not pay if they 
had not occasionally ‘ “ships in distress.” 

While regretting the injury thus unavoidably done to them, I feel 
no small satisfaction in knowing that “ships in distress” will be of 
rarer occurrence than heretofore. 

I must not conclude without stating that even the system of 
lighterage has improved. A notice has been posted at the Quarantine 
to the effect that contracts are no longer allowed to be made there, 
and there have been much fewer complaizts on this thorny subject 
than in the vears that have preceded. 


Numser and Nationality of Ships at Kertch in 1875. 


: Number of x | Number of 
Nation Vessels. Foreign. Crews. 
British .. ee ig a 316 330,482 7,239 
French .. ad es os ae 328 25 
Italian .. ne a ie 486 186,325 4,120 
Greek .. ae ae 44 595 128,722 6,750 
Pyrkley gy Oty a Ue 240 11,269 1,040 
Russian .. 56 we a 163 88,251 1,956 
Austrian ‘3 s wd 125 41,242 875 
Norway and Sweden .. a AT 24,923 874 
Belgian .. ay se os 2 1,862 AT 
Prussian. . sie ae A 4 2,176 49 
American a iy ra 2 823 17 
Wallachian 2 oie ae 1 270 11 


Radice, satcvy eds bees 766,623 22,503 
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Imeorts tro Kerron in 1875, 


The following is a list of various articles imported to Kertch, 
namely :—Cigars, tobacco, teas, wines, spirits, petroleum, olive oil, 
glass picture frames, wooden spades, coffee mills, iron bedsteads, iron- 
mongery, ploughing machines, iron rails, dredges, furniture, iron plates, 
telegraph cables, coffee, vegetables, cotton goods, manufactured goods, 
shoes, tanned leather, saddlery, silk hats, glass vessels, iron pipes, 
cranes, pianos, instruments, provisions, coal, timber, old lead, wax, 
bricks, oars, engravings, steel instruments, fruits, oranges and lemons, 
honey, building materials. 

The whole value of the above being 415,161 r., equivalent to about 
57,6611. 15s. Exchange at 7 r. 20c. per £ sterling. 


Exrorts rrom Keron in 1875. 


The exports have consisted of grain:—Wheat, barley, rye, maize, 
linseed. Also of sundries:—Butter, caviar, hides, honey, fruit, dried 
fish, haricot beans, maccaroni, flour, cutstone, planks, iron hoops, old 
iron, isinglass,. horns of oxen, wool, birds’ skins, camel-hair cloth, 
worn ships’ gear, felt, building wood, horses, horned cattle, sheep, hay. 

The whole value of the above being 976,665 r., equivalent to 
135,6637. Exchange at 7 r. 20c. to £ sterling. 


Kertch, February 10, 1876. 
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NICOLAIEFF. 


Report by Oonsul Stevens on the Trade and Commerce of Nicolaieff 
for the Year 1875. 


Nornine could have opened out under fairer prospects than the 
trade of Nicolaieff in 1875. 

The river Boug and its estuary were still blocked by ice, when, on 
the 5th of April, a dozen English steamers, some with cargoes and some 
without, tired of waiting near Ochakow (sixty miles down river) for a 
thaw, charged the element in true Arctic fashion, and by the 8th com- 
pleted the clearance of a passage and anchored at Nicolaieff, to the no 
small astonishment and delight of the natives, who deemed the feat an 
utter impossibility, and who, accustomed to the opening of the navi- 
gation in the first days of March, had already lost a month of the busy 
season. 

To a Captain Young, of the British steamship “ Galeed,’’ of North 
Shields, fell the work of pioneer, and the glory of anchoring first at 
Nicolaieff, and there can be little doubt that with a vessel wholly un- 
prepared for it, and a small crew, he had as much right to be proud of 
his daring navigation as his distinguished namesake of “ Pandora” 
renown had of his a few months after in the Arctic regions. . 

The new arrivals found Nicolaieff never more ready to go to business 
with both energy and plenty ; large accumulations of grain, the residue 
of last year’s good crop, had gathered in the numerous new stores all 
over the town; carta, labourers, and lighters, after their long rest were 
abundant, streets were still frozen over and practicable, prices and 
prospects in the west seemed to offer good inducement to shippers, 
money was obtainable on easy terms, exchange was at a reasonable rate, 
and operations. for three months were moderately brisk, but with July 
came a sudden flagging, and, with little exception, the rest of the 
season was a dead one as far as exports were concerned, though in con- 
sequence of a demand from France immediately after the disastrous 
inundations there, the local factors and agents bought largely at 
advanced prices, most of which stocks remain in store to this day, the 
prices paid being far higher than those obtaimable in the western 
markets, where Russian bread-stuffs have for several years past found 
it difficult to hold their own against those of America and countries 
opened up by the Suez Canal, daily developing their resources in 
reference to quality and quantity, and favoured by cheap means of 
transport to shipping points, virgin lands, agricultural schools, cheap 
machinery, good roads, and no lack of energy in irrigating and 
manuring,'all which are wanting in these regions, nor does it appear in 
any way that those interested have the least intention of bestirring 
themselves to obtain them, and, after observation extending over a 
space of eighteen years, I do not hesitate to say, that this country has 
seen its best days asa grain emporium, unless, indeed, on such years 
when crops fail elsewhere while it is blessed with a good one, a very 
problematical contingency, seen that scientific agriculture, though 
known and appreciated in theory, remains neglected in practice. 

The stagnation throughout this line of country at the close of 1875 
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surpasses all description; never was there such a complete and general 
dead-lock ; suspensions and bankruptcies have succeeded one another 
at a rate which makes the position irretrievable. The new credit 
companies, sanctioned with the best of intentions, lent out their funds 
in 1874 to parties in many instances hitherto unheard of in trade, who, 
as was to be expected, jumping from nothing to plenty, scattered such 
loans to the four winds in wild ventures, the disastrous effects of which 
are realized only by the unfortunate shareholders, who at dividend 
time are met with renewed and protested acceptances, the natural 
consequences of the indiscriminate issue of capital; and few of these 
establishments have fared worse than the Nicolaieff Commercial Bank, 
which, after pursuing an easy system of credit, has found itself 
compelled to curtail its operations, reduce its staff, prune the salaries 
of its remaining employés, discontinue its broker system (to the 
possible dangers of which I called attention in my report for 1873), 
and bring in an able and experienced manager from Saint Petersburg, 
who hopes to retrieve its losses, and whose presence will no doubt give 
renewed confidence in the minds of the financial world. 

As has been already mentioned, the navigable season. of Nicolaieff, 
usually open in the first days of March, remained interrupted until the 
8th April, and then only was forcibly opened or it would have remained 
closed in all probability up to the middle of that month. Frost appeared 
again as early as October, but the first days of November were again 
mild ; towards its close, however, the frost became intense, and ac- 
customed of late years to open water up to the end of the year, few 
believed in an early interruption, which, nevertheless, came on most 
suddenly between the 6th and 8th December, when a Dutch and a 
German steamer, a Greek sailer, and numerous native craft were frozen 
in here and in several other spots in the river and estuary, but by 
timely warning from my office the British vessels in port all got away 
safely, the last clearing the bar at Ochakow on the 8th Décember. 

It may be well to record here for future guidance, that the official 
date of the Hydrographic Department for taking up the buoys and 
poles which mark the channel and indicate the shoals in the river and 
estuary is the 15th to 27th November, after which frosts may set in at 
any moment, and the Government pilots assume no responsibility, 
though they do not, as a matter of convenience, refuse to pilot vessels. 

The number of vessels which took part in the direct foreign trade of 
Nicolaieff during the navigable months of 1875 was as follows :— 


ARRIVED. 
Number. 
In the direct British trade— 
English, with cargoes .. i fe 380 
in ballast oe ae Me 5 


Indirect trade— 
English, in ballast ae Ts Ne 48 


— 88 
Foreign, with cargoes and in ballast .. coh meets 
Total arrived .. ou ats BR a lds: 
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DEPARTED. 
Number. 
In the direct British trade— 

English, with cargoes .. “ 52 

» to foreign ports with cargoes Re 23 

+ > in ballast 5 8 
— 88 
Italian ws o i re E: Opell 3 
Austrian ah ori gle 
German (one remained from 187 4) oa seu HEB 
Turkish Bs 46 ar aS "A cS ve 
Greek . ie ae an 3 ; 5 
Russian 43 ae bs Od 4 
Norwegian 3, ‘Swedish 2 Named an oa AG 4 
Dutch 3, Belgian oa: id ae ie 26 6 
Total departed Ae AC .. 154 


The eighty-three British vessels were of an aggregate of 60,511 tons 
register, against 79,423 tons in 1874, and 29,804 tons in 1873. 

The native craft engaged in the coasting trade, chiefly bringing 
cargoes from and taking grain to Odessa, numbered over 1,000, Tam 
told; I regret I cannot give particulars of these operations, by ‘which 
some more accurate idea of the imports and exports of the port of 
Nicolaieff could be formed. I applied to the custom-house for them 
and they have been repeatedly promised since the 1st of January, but 
have not reached me. 

As the custom-house takes no heed of imports which are exempt 
from duty, such as requirements for arsenal purposes and railways in 
construction, &c., it is obvious that its return of imports is misleading, 
but I believe the notes of vessels’ manifests taken by me during 1875 
convey as correct a statement as it is possible to compile in the absence 
of more accurate and detailed official data. ; 

These direct foreign imports at Nicolaieff during 1875 show a 
goodly gradual growth, and justify the theory mentioned in former 
reports trom this consulate, that as the customs arrangements aze 
developed this market will draw its supplies direct. 

Though 1875 brought with it a first class custom-house, except two 
sheds built during the year at the port no other accommodation for 
goods has as yet been carried out, though the department does not 
object to meet the matter by allowing the use of private stores under 
its seals, which, however, is both expensive and inconvenient; hence, 
for the moment, Odessa remains the chief depdt, and only such mer- 
chandize too heavy and bulky to be transhipped there finds its way 
here direct. 

While in 1873 the total imports (direct) amounted to 14,745/., in 
which the English shipping took no part, they rose in 1874 to 73,000/., 
of which 69,9917. was brought by English vessels, and during 1875 they 
still show increased figures, viz. :— 
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Articles. Total Value, In English 
Bottoms. 
£ £ 
Coals .. Fe ¥e oe Se we nis 32,170 28,628 
Rails* ar) ws ¥ os as te ae 42,100 36,000 
Machinery .. + ae ri & ate 26,178 6,178 
Armour and hawse plates and tubes, &e, .. 5c 43,500 41,000 
Tron aise +s om aie oe «a 4s 20,000 19,000 
Lighthouse gear and sundry .. ae Ap a 2,500 2,000 
Leather ae oe ae oe 3e S 2,920 920 
Piece goods .. ee Ae Hic cit A 700 = 
WaHe.>.'s ce ae ac ch fe ac 623 
Silks .. ae 4 $3 a ie zt 610 
Bruit .. nye es ee aye - ae 630 
Paper .. a Ac ie 45 ae a 605 od 
Cement. . se = ne) oF 4 x 4,675 4,675 
Varnish, floor-cloth, paraffin oil, enamel cement, 
paint, mahogany, cork, and sundry Ac i: 56,977 26,752 
Total direct imports .. ke «| 234,088 165,158 
The direct exports were as follows :— 
1875. * : 4 
eens i gainst in gainst in 
Description. 1874, 1873. 
Quantity. Value. 
Imp. qrs. £ Imp. qrs. Imp. qrs. 
Wheat,. ne a 405,294 724,000 875,482 467,695 
Rye .. ce sie 216,386 341,700 
Barley.. ee 30 36,384 45,570 
ee. © LA] 88,715 Bie48 )0)) 7> ammeng: Co the value 
Linseed nf 2% 19,3538 50,000 % 
Rapeseed oe 50 6,861 13,233 
Ss aS | £ 
Total grain ..); 722,993 1,211,848 1,563,462 670,898 
Timber 740 te re 4,091 7,000 4,800 


Total .. ..| 722,998 1,215,934 


The grain with little exception was last year’s. 


HREIGHTS AND SHIPPING. 


Freights opened out in April as low as 1/. 17s. 6d. per ton tallow 
for United Kingdom, while inward freights ranged between 18s. and 
20s. throughout the year. Homeward freights ameliorated in May, and 
several vessels were lucky enough to get taken up at 2/. 2s. 6d. per ton 
tallow for United Kingdom, subject to call for orders, with 10 per cent. 

additional for continent; but July again brought a fall and some 
accepted 1/. 5s. September sent conditions up to lv. 15s., and rates’ 
remained depressed and unremunerative until the close of the season, 
when those who got 27. 15s. considered themselves fortunate. 

The English vessels were 77 steamers and 6 sailers, of an aggregate 
of 60,511 tons register, and 1,785 seamen, of whom only 25 were 


_ * Not including ten cargoes of rails delivered by Mr. Fred. Krupp under his 
contract with the Fastov-Inamenka Railway in construction, 
5 2 
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brought to the consulate by complaints preferred—all trivial matters, 
except one of cutting and wounding, where it resulted that a German 
cook and steward disabled himself to obtain his discharge from his 
vessel. The masters, with few exceptions, were men of the highest 
respectability, careful of the interests entrusted to them, and there 
were fewer “self-finders”’ than in 1874; but among the Englishmen 
serving under the foreign flag there were numerous desertions, causing 
the Consulate onerous work by insisting on being provided for at the 
cost of the British Government, instead of which, however, I obtained 
work for them on shore, whereby they gained more than sufficient to 
keep themselves and buy clothing,—which I need hardly say they all 
needed, as none apply to the Consulate until they have sold the last rag 
to their back,—until opportunity presented itself to ship them on wages, 
in lieu of being sent away as distressed seamen ; a system which, while 
it keeps the men from idleness, benefits them in no small degree and 
saves the British Exchequer an important sum of money. It, however, 
entails much work on the Consul, especially in a town where the port 
and everything is separated by long distances; but it prevents men 
from knocking about the town and complaints from the local police, 
none of the members of which speak any foreign language. 

I may state that this system is by no means a new one as far as I 
am concerned; I have.worked it with wholesome result ever since my 
first connection with the Consular Service, and, though 1 have during 
that period had legions of distressed British seamen on my hands, I 
have never drawn so much as a penny from the Board of Trade. 

The occupations I obtain for the men are trimming grain-cargoes, 
labourage in factories and mills, at from 75¢. to Lr. 10 ¢, (2s. to 2s. 6d.) 
per day, and, if knowing any trade, I have obtained for them as much 
as 5s. per diem. 

The coal-laden vessels, as well as those with a general cargo, 
without a single exception, experienced difficulties in delivering their 
cargoes through the lack of proper charter-party stipulations on the 
one hand, and the want of knowledge on the part of the receivers of 
commercial usages in the import branch—entirely new to them—on 
the other. 

The complaints of detention of vessels at Ochakow for the purpose 
of having their hatches sealed by the customs, and of having them 
removed by the officer on whom that duty devolves here on their 
arrival, were very frequent, as were also those against the obligation 
of masters to furnish a carriage at ship’s expense for the Tchlen, 
or member of customs, whenever his duty required his presence on 
board their vessels. ’ 

In reference to the first grievance, I am happy to be able to state 
on the authority of Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg, that 
“the Minister of Finance has decided to place a steamer at Ochakow,” 
with a view of enabling the customs’ officer thereat to visit the vessels 
in any kind of weather. It is also pleasant to remark that, with the 
exception of a fine imposed on the steamship ‘“ Aionso,” of Hull, 
amounting to 100 r. (for accidentally breaking a eustom-house seal 
while hauling it into the loading pier in a gale or wind, when the warp 
slipped), no customs’ fine was exacted at Nicolaieff in 1875, as far as 
I am aware, from British vessels. 


NAVIGATION. 


Nothing of interest has occurred during the past year; the river 
marks and the lighthouses everywhere have continued to receive 
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every attention under the direction of the indefatigable and justly 
esteemed Chief of the department and his able and hard-working staff 
of gentlemen. 

The river pilots have also worked accurately, and gave every satis- 
faction. No strandings or other maritime disasters were reported to 
the Consulate. 

I have authority for stating that the dredging of the bar at 
Ochakow, a boon long looked for by those interested in the commerce 
of Nicolaieff, will be positively commenced in the spring of 1876. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Entirely depending on atmospheric influences, it is not to be wondered 
that the crops throughout this portion of the country again completely 
failed in 1875 ; happily, a surplus of both grain and provender remained 
from 1874, and though the dearth of supplies is now keenly felt, the 
disaster was less seriously damaging by the plentiful and almost un- 
precedented yield of the melon, cucumber, cabbage and potato crops. 

The irrigation company alluded to in my report for 1873, is said to 
have concluded its arrangements at St. Petersburg, and to have obtained 
a monopoly over a space of thirty years, which, however, will not by its 
charter, affect private or individual undertakings of the same nature. 

Little or no machinery has been put in the field, beyond what 
already existed, during 1875, for the good reason that there were no 
crops, and that the landed gentry, in the present disabled state of the 
whole line of country, cannot find credit from the depdts here and at 
Odessa for any necessary increased supply. 


CatTLE-PLAGUE. 


This part of South Russia has continued free throughout the year. 
In the summer, my attention was drawn to several cases of sudden 
baldness of bullocks, cows, and oxen, and the loss of tails and manes 
among horses. A former servant of mine, prematurely bald, whose 
duty it was to trim my lamps, had a habit of wiping his petroleum- 
besmeared hands in the scanty locks which remained to him, and after 
three months of lamp-trimming experience, his dirty habit procured for 
him a much finer head of black glossy hair than he ever posssseed 
before in his recollection. I subsequently tried the remedy on two 
retriever spaniels that had become suddenly bald, with wonderful 
success. My experience induced me to suggest it to the owner of. 
several black cattle and horses affected as above stated, and while it 
stayed the spread of the disease among animals in the same sheds and 
stables, it effected a quick and radical cure on the animals attacked. 

The petroleum should be of the most refined American qualities, 
rubbed in vigorously and quickly with the palm of the hand, and 
applied at intervals of three days, six or seven times in all, except in 
the case of horses’ tails and manes, when more applications may be 
requisite. 


Pouszric Hears, 


Diphtheria, malignant sore throat, and fever and scarlatina, raged to 
a great extent when the town, from heavy rains in spring and autumn, 
was one immense slough, but # more healthy condition was inaugurated 
by the early frosts in November, and some significance may be drawn 
from the fact that, during the Christmas holidays, nearly all the 
members of the faculty were repeatedly. gathered together in each 
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others’ houses from early evening to early morning, without an instance 
of any of them being called out. 


} 


InpDUSTRY. 


Two new flour mills, one of no mean capabilities, several new 
breweries, a combined steam bath and bakery, a factory for making 
cheap iron bedsteads, and a large hotel, commenced operations in 1875. 
Mr. Webster, British Vice-Consul at Kherson, started a commodious, 
rapid, and ably managed steamer for the conveyance of light gocds and 
passengers to and from Kherson and intermediate places on the 
Dnieper, Konka and estuary, which, while it proves a great boon to the 
public, has given satisfactory returns, though the passage money is 
within the reach of the poorest of travellers, and singular to remark, 
this enterprise has been left for a whole season unopposed by the sub- 
sidized Russian Steam Navigation Company, this being about the first 
instance, in my recollection, of forbearance on the part of that mono- 
polist, which, with high railway tariffs and protective customs’ duty, 
have so much and large a share in the present undermined state of 
commerce in these parts. 

A company with a large capital for advances on merchandize, was 
established with the opening of 1875, which has not yet existed long 
enough to allow of comment. 

A line of Dutch steamers between Nicolaieff and the west of 
Europe, commenced running in the autumn, in conjunction with the 
Nicolaieff-Kharkoff Railway, whereby goods for the interior of Russia 
can be shipped in England and ports of the continent, and vice versd, 
but there is nothing to justify its continuation or more than casual 
appearances of its vessels at Nicolaieff, where it is not represented 
by any one versed in the profession of shipping agency. 


Pustic Works AnD INSTITUTIONS. 


A new and second pier at the commercial port with a pebble-paved 
descent to it, and an artificial haven for coasters inside of it, was opened 
to public traffic in April last. The construction is of the rudest and 
most. primitive. 

The fine naval hospital noticed in my report for 1874 is having a 
second and isolated wing attached to it, and a much needed infirmary 
on a large and improved scale is also in course of progress. 

A new club called the “ Society’s Club,” was inaugurated in August, 
but, with these exceptions, Nicolaieff remains in much the same con- 
dition as when I reported on it at the close of 1874. 


Nicolaieff, January 15, 1876. 
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POTI. 


Report by Acting Vice-Consul Gardner on the Trade and Commerce 
of Poti for the Year 1875. 


On comparing the official returns of imports and exports received 
from the Poti customs for the year ended the 3ist December, 1875, 
with those of the previous year, a decrease is found in the amount 
imported of 10,105/. 18s., and an increase in the amount exported of 
8,8501. 8s. 2d., viz :-— 


1874. 1875. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Tons. > Tons, Bi sd. 
Imported .. ae AF 10,836 708,813 or 698,707 7 7 
Exported .. a = 52,033 738,078 ae 746,928 8 2 


The returns are made by the customs from the declarations of 
merchants or shipping agents. The weight in poods has been calcu- 
lated into tons at the rate of 63 poods per ton, and paper roubles into 
sterling at 7r.50c. The following tables will show the quantity and 
quality of goods imported and exported in detail :— 
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ImPoRTED. 
Description. Quantity. Value. 

Tons. Looe: Ed, 

Vegetables, &c... aa At ae 220 1,746 5 0 
Coffee berries .. be Ve ee 5 529 10 0 
Confectionery .. ee Ae oe 12 1,131 0 0 
Sugar .. = a 3 mi 4,229 144,081 0 0 
Tobacco and ciga: an zy, aie 224 19,216 8 0 
Tea Re a at = a 234 19,988 13 6 
Groceries aA cs Be ce 144 12,324 0 0 
Ale and porter .. He oe yy AG 8,490 2 4 
Incense .. ae A a 4 3 83 4 0 
Oils, paints, &c... - oF A 68 8,612 15 38 
Earthenware .. oe ar ae 10 521 4 0 
Glass in. ale oe ae a 150 5110, 0, 9 
Machinery _.. Ee = as 88 3,349 0 0 
Metals .. “ih bo rs ae 445 18,807 0 0 
Stationery 5f 30 vs * 75 6,393 15 0 
Silk, manufactured .. “is 4t 12. 1,552 5 4 
Woollens ,, ar. se oe 94% 21,044 16 9 
Wearing apparel ae SC 3 ac 444 4 0 
Cotton, manufactured .. ue #6 1,800 367,514 2 0 
Flax MA ce e ¥e 50 2,667 0 0 
Leather - Sa i Sp 30 2,511 17 0 
Lucifer matches.. = RE 5A 14 4,312 5 0 
Railway material ee AA Bs 500 19,422 10 0 
Telegraph ,, .- ve x Ae 100. 2,546 138 6 
Blacking and ink ss ae At 9 Vitae Oo 
Furniture re ve =e Ae 90 4,820 14 8 
Marble .. 50 se a 35 80 908 0 0 
Musical instruments .. a a Ae 5383 6 7 
Wire work oe 45 ae ae 58 2,229 6 8 
Carriages, &c. .. ae 55 56 ae 253 6 8 
Drugs .. 5c oe ate ac 54 6,736 0 0 
Sundries... “i pe ey via 165 14,705 1 0 
Ne) le eee a Hi se “i 698,707 7 0 
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EXPORTED. 
Description. Quantity. Value. 

Tons. £ Palade 

Silk worm eggs.. ve . is 24 0 0 
Silk (raw) sta ae 2014 136,978 2 8 
Silk waste (fuzon) sis 46 100,110 2 8 
Cocoons .. e rs ae Be 5842 113,861 9 4 
Silk, manufactured oe ae 3 186 0 0 
Woollen: ,, sé Ac 105 21,465 1 0 
Wool 5, . 2,661 187,594 1 9 
Opium and theriac Ae 14 67410 5 
Loups and walnut os . . 736 11,040 0 0 
Boxwood. . . 2,106 18,655 14 8 
Skins we 164 13,293 1 4 
Embroidery .. “ 16 1,486 13 4 
Metals .. we oe 11 832 0 0 
cs 22,890 114,734 11 6 
Cotton .. 14 100 0 0 
Bristles .. 8 473 6 8 
Stag horns : 113 - 989 6 8 
Dried guts 6 623 7 6 
Linseed .. 3 104 888 0 0 
Insect powder .. 79 6,637 14 8 
Oak staves (149,584) 1,000 18h 1 4eeG 
Sundries Ae 5 1,280 14,500 0 0 
eres | 746,928 8 2 


The declared weight and value of goods imported and exported 


coastwise during the year 1875 was as follows :— 


Imported 
Exported 


Quantity. 


Tons. 
19,134 
8,460 


Value. 


£ 
1,040,988 
193,066 


Nas 
2 0 
0 0 


Sugar, tobacco, groceries, salt, iron, and ammunition form the 
principal items of import coastwise, and wine, hides, leather, tallow, 
silk, cotton, and bristles of export. 

The following table gives the number and nationality of the vessels 
from foreign countries that entered and cleared at Poti. 


Nationality. 


Vessels, 


British .. 
Russian .. 
French .. 
Austrian .. 
Swedish .. is 
German .. ee 
Turkish .. ae 
Greek ap Bs 


Total 


172 


23 
166 


Outwards. 
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There was a marked decrease in the number of British sailing 
vessels loaded at Poti and neighbouring places during the year 1875, 
whilst the steam tonnage was much greater, viz: four British gailers, 
1,297 tons register, twenty British steamers, 15,430 tons register. The 
difficulties attending the unloading and loading of steamers off Poti 
bar have increased. The construction of the tron bridge aeross the 
Rhion has forced the greatest body of the stream down the north 
channel, increasing the depth of water on the bar to six feet, whilst at 
Poti outlet the depth never exceeds four feet, and is frequently under 
three feet. It has happened on several occasious that the small steamers 
of the Russian company could not leave the river, whilst those that 
were at sea could not enter, thus putting a stop to all steam trafic, and 
eventually resulting in the total loss, during a sudden gale from the 
north-west, of one twin screw coasting barge of 500 tons burthen and 
twenty-four people. ; 

A wooden bridge upon the north branch of the river preyents 
vessels from reaching Poti by that passage. 

No efforts are made by the authorities to prevent a recurrence of 
this stoppage by dredging or pile driving, as it is thought the speedy 
completion of this harbour will obviate the necessity of any outlay. 

The harbour works meanwhile are going on slowly, eighty fathoms 
of the north wall, and 120 of the south have been run out, and have so far 
resisted the force of séveral heavy gales. The south pier runs straight 
into the sea to about one-third of its intended length; it is proposed to 
continue it with a curve to the northwards, until a depth of thirty feet 
of water is obtained at the entrance of the harbour. The least difficult 
part of the work has now been accomplished, but the opinion is 
generally entertained that the walls are not strong enough to resist 
the full force of the waves in deeper water. With moderately fine 
weather and no drawbacks, two years must elapse before the walls can 
be erected, and a shelter afforded to shipping. 

The value of property in the town of Poti, which lies about two 
miles to the south of the harbour works, has fallen 30 per cent.. There 
are no buyers or speculators, and all business and building work 
remains in abeyance until the completion of the harbour. 

The principal articles of export are silk, wool, maize, and boxwood. 

Silk, cocoons, and waste silk show an increase in the value exported 
of 50,000/., it is sent chiefly to Constantinople and Marseilles. This 
trade is fast recovering its importance. Wool also shows a large 
increase in the value exported, amounting to 80,000/., the bulk of 
which also finds its way to Marseilles. ~ 

Maize on the other hand leaves a deficiency in the value exported 
of 66,4401., or 72,000 quarters of 480 lbs. 

Boxwood exported though considerable in quantity, becomes 
annually worse in quality, and the supply for shipment at Poti must 
soon be exhausted. The export from the Abkassian forests is still 
prohibited by the Russian Government. It is reported that this 
restriction will shortly be removed. : 

In the autumn of 1873 the writer, accompanied by two Englishmen 
and six natives (from the cvast), penetrated this uninhabited and 
unknown region. De tik 

The first part of the journey to the sources of the rivers Bzib and 
Goomista was made on horseback, but not without the loss of two 
horses, which were unfortunately killed by tumbling off the narrow 
paths. The rest of the journey was accomplished on fcot (a distance of 
about 220 versts) through splendid forests of Normandy pine, birch, 
beech, oak, chesnut, walnut, and boxwood. The climate on the 


~~ 
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highland was good, the scenery grand ; several of the passes were very 
difficult, one in particular called the Bear’s Path in the valley of the 
Bzib, on the face of a steep precipice, with the river foaming 500 feet 
below, and rocks upon rocks towering overhead, would cause the 
stoutest heart to thank God for another mercy when safely passed. 

With the opening of these forests, I estimate there will be a 
plentiful supply of prime boxwood for about fifteen years, after which 
that of inferior quality must be resorted to as in Mingrelia. 

The population of Poti is decreasing; the battalion stationed here 
for two years has been ordered into the interior, and no other troops 
sent to replace it; from this cause and the departure of numerous 
families in search of more healthy locations, it is calculated the present 
population does not exceed 4,500. 

The number of British subjects resident in Poti is small, viz., two 
males, one female, and three children. 

There is no trade in Poti and no manufactory of any description, a 
small saw mill, sturgeon and porpoise fisheries, some stores for the 
necessary articles of food and clothing, and the loading and unloading 
of vessels on the bar at the mouth of the river Rhion, give the chief 
occupation to the inhabitants. 

No new public works have been commenced during the past year; 
the town is neglected, no drains or sanitary works (much needed and 
long talked of) have yet been contracted for, the wooden houses are 
fast decaying, ditches filled with stagnant water are common in the 
best parts of the place, and Poti which was once talked of as the future 
southern metropolis of the Empire is fast falling away. 


Poti, April 6, 1876. 
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Report by Vice-Consul Soucanton on the Trade and Commerce of Revel 


Sor the Year 1875. 


List of Goods Imported at Revel from Great Britain during the 


Year 1875. 
Articles. 
Cement . AG ‘ 
Coals : A ; . 
Cotton 4c ive $3 
Bricks .. a Hn A 
Machinery <e . or 


Wax ¥3 af 


Salt = 

Coffee, cacao, and sugar. se S 

Tea ais : ae ne 3% 

Tobacco .. ae 

Spirits and wine Bottles 
Porter and ale .. ae ot ..| Poods 
Mineral water .. at aa -+ | Bottles 
Leather .. we ae me ..| Poods 
Furs ate aie Eye rn 

Silk and yarn .. at oe 

Wool as ee ee 

Pig iron .. 


Wrought iron 
Tron plates 


Rails af Ae ae 
Tin plates oe ve oe 
Steel ne ae ate aD 
Co pper eo ° ee 

Tin, lead, and zinc Sis at 
Drugs we Bs a i 
Oil 


China, earthenware, and glass, . 
Paper “2. se ee 


Hardware 3 
Manufactured goods 
Sundries Ap an 3c 


Quantity. 
56,206 
817,017 
491,377 
93,400 
879,125 
17,651 
76,845 
7,832 
13,917 
811 
2,051 
2,528 
7,346 
1,084 
8,044 
7,840 
1,433 
52,137 
65,958 
38,479 
117,498 
80,980 
241,747 
33,508 
39,045 
581 
20,208 
95,237 
7,825 
8,285 
2,980 
207,795 
138,075 
59,825 
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List of Goods Exported from Revel to Great Britain during the 


Year 1875. 

Articles. Quantity. 
ARS oe Pes ie sia ..| Poods Rs 834,842 
Tow and codilla,. ¥ g. " rf 40,965 
Oats ate Ria at ae ..| Chetverts .. 415,257 
Rye He oe «s os ae ” oe 3,608 
Wheat .. Ad oe Ne Ve 5 his 2,655 
Barley .. Se at ‘i he = aie 2,740 
Buckwheat AS ae “48 as ae 145 
Linseed .. ‘s aa ate e i On 72,900 
Anis wa hie he <= ..| Poods Ae 121 
Bones .. 5 me me A oF “F 8,642 
Oil cakes. . he at: EIA 4 a ea 1,896 
Peas Va we ve wre ..| Chetverts .. 69 
Hemp yarn “f ar as ..| Poods ee 70 
Wool... ee As ae ar ‘a “6 9,443 
Feathers and downs a a ic 3 as 2,670 
oS <r ~F an ae A -F * 840 
Isinglass. . ae fe oa He 3 174 
Blood albumin .. a id gf P aa 95 
Mat bags... re eo Sic Se 5 ts 756 
Camel’s hair .. a a oe a a 6,278 
Bristles .. ae “y aie 32 i ae 68 
Woollen waste .. cic ay, ea re Ar 1,389 
Bullion .. AP Ae ae as a Ar 319 
Sundries.. fe ae AT a We “e 995 


Last of Vessels cleared in 1875 at Revel for Great Britain. 


Nation. Number. Tonnage. 
Se 37 29,251 
Russian .. 7 F fic 17 5,846 
Danish .. 2 oe Be 1 154 
Swedish .. ee ce oe 6 2,482 
Norwegian ne we SE 13 3,792 
Dutch .. 26 ae ne 1 165 
German .. ce ri o. 2 614 

EEGEAL,, “e-0 oF: we 77 42,304 


List of Vessels entered in 1875 from Great Britain at Revel. 


Nation. Number. | Tonnage. 

British .. Ws ne 75,896 
Russian .. He a6 3,460 
Danish 3,818 
Swedish .. ° 3 

Norwegian a es 802 
Datch. ... “ie ap aia 1,102 
German .. Ke. as ws 7,554 
Belgian .. na Hic : 1,422 


Total .. oe on 94,054 


RUSSIA. 
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RIGA. 


Report by Oonsul Grignon on the Trade and Commerce of Riga for the 
Year 1875. 


Tse number of British vessels which arrived at and cleared from 
the port of Riga during the year 1875 was 474, measuring 251,563 
tons, with crews numbering 7,932 men. Of these 348 were steamships, 
measuring 222,845 tons. This shows a decrease of 198 vessels and 
56,069 tons when compared with the preceding year. 


Exports. 


The total value of exports from the port of Riga during the year 
1875 amounted to 34,380,943 r., as against 46,428,253 r. in 1874, show- 
ing a decrease of 12,047,310 r. 

The export of cereals in 1875 amounted to 965,032 quarters, as 
against 1,428,171 quarters in 1874, showing a decrease of 463,139 
quarters. 

Flax.—Thie quantity of flax exported in 1875 amounted to 29,430 
tons, as against 41,046 tons in 1874, showing a decrease of 11,616 tons. 

Hemp.—The quantity of hemp exported * was as follows :— 

Tons. 
ins75" .. ve +e oe oe ¢s 19,658 
1874 .. ee ve a oe es 19,141 


More in 1875 .. ae NESE es 544 

Sowing Linseed.—-The quantity exported was as follows :— 
Barrels. 
wy .. 178,828 
Rene ten i) ret g! 195 18 


: More in 1875 .. ue a +» 53,806 
Orushing Linseed.—The quantity exported amounted to— 


Quarters. 

miso an <3 ne ee -. 84,190 
ere Fehr ke 498 686 

Lessin 1875 .. ze bis -- 89,390 

Hemp Seed.—The quantity exported amounted to— 

Quarters, 

In'ls75 oe ri ay ee «» 21,014 

1874 or re Ac: cena 57,191 

eee DOTS stecinnii'sch) Avex) adaed SOSUIT 


Grain.—The export of grain in 1875 has been as follows :— 


Waar. } 
Quarters. 
Inds75 i. is Ae ia .. 18,958 
187 >.. * i“ KZ if ee BeAgS 
More in 1875 .. He ue ee 15,460 
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Rys. 
Quarters. 
Ens7o. 4. 30 oe AG ae .» 321,190 
1874 .. ee Se dd a .. 531,666 


Lessin 1875 .. ae ai .. 210,476 


Quarters. 
In 1875 .. ag me Ao AG «. 67,342 
1874 .. ace 48 ra me .. 187,847 


Lessin 1875 .. Re Me .. 120,505 
Oats. 

Quarters, 
In 1875... - Sian Tu eee .. 554,642 
1874. = ¥ F ‘a .. 640,212 
Lessin 1875... tie ie .. 85,570 

BuckwHEAT Grits. 
Quarters. 
Inds. ere ae are ite Pe) 2,900 
1874. \, ICR GEA ae i .. 64,948 


Lessin 1875 .. the is «. 62,048 


Imports. 


The total value of imports into the port of Riga diate the year 
1875 amounted to 31,846,080 r., as against 30,266,555 r. in 1874, show- 
ing an increase of 1,579, 525 r. 


EXCHANGE. 


The average rate of exchange during the year 1875 was 2s. 84d. 
to the rouble. 


Great commercial depression kas existed throughout the provinces 
of Courland and Livonia during the past year. This may be accounted 
for by the general failure of crops of all kinds, which go to make up 
the exports of these provinces, not only within ‘the district, but also in 
those parts of Russia:which act as feeders to the provincial ports. In 
wood alone of different kinds a brisk trade was carried on until neariy 
the close of the season. This, however, culminated in a series of 
failures amounting, it is said, to not less than 1,000,000/. sterling in 
this town alone, and many houses in England engaged in the wood trade 
have been sufferers in consequence. There is no reason to think that 
the older and firmer houses at Riga have been affected by these failures, 
which are principally to be attributed to the indiscriminate bankmg 
accommodation hitherto at the disposal of almost all persons desirous 
of taking advantage of it. Unfortunately these failures have not yet 


come to an end, and the prospects for the present year are by no means 
favourable. 


_ Riga, February 23, 1876. 


SEBASTOPOL. 


Report by Vice-Consul Harford on the Trade and Commerce of 
Sebastopol for the Year 1875. 


Havine resided several years in Sebastopol, and having served at 
the siege and taking of it, I have watched with much interest its 
present progress towards reconstruction; a progress that would have 
been begun many years ago but for the following two reasons :— 

At the close of the war in 1856 compensation was given to the owners 
of property in Sebastopol, but no intimation’ being given that the 
future character of the town (if rebuilt) would be commercial, it was 
generally presumed that it was destined to remain in ruins till cir- 
Foe coi should enable Russia to restore it in its original fortified 
orm. 
The second reason militating against the reconstruction of the town 
was the knowledge that even if the Government defined its future as 
commercial, it would have to contend against the powerful influence of 
the ports on the Sea of Azoff, and Odessa, and Nicolaieff. To the first 
mentioned ports there could be no doubt that should cereals be brought 
to Sebastopol by rail, the difference in distance from the Bosphorus, 
the immense advantage of this harbour, and the fact that it is open at 
all seasons (while the Sea of Azoff is closed for four months), would 
render it certain to attract much both of their export and import trade. 
To Odessa and Nicolaieff, whose export trade is derived from another 
part of Russia, the port of Sebastopol as a depdt for cereals, would be 
of no consequence; but the same reasons would be sure to attract 
much of their import trade, especially such as would deteriorate either 
by length of voyage or transhipment. 

Owing to these reasons up to the year 1869 no attempt had been . 
made torebuild the town; at that time the only population may be said 
to have consisted of the workmen at the dockyard, and one division of 
the 13th Regiment of Foot; there was no Governor or Mayor, and the 
census of the inhabitants in the Graffski and Morskaia parts of the 
town might have been taken in a morning walk; the only hotel was a 
repaired ruin, consisting of six or seven rooms kept by a German, and 
the only mode of conveyance that could be obtained by travellers was 
the ordinary post cart. I was told thate railway into the interior was 
contemplated, but my informants evidently put no faith in the rumour, 
and the fact that town land was not of the least value showed clearly 
what, at that period, was the general opinion. 

Since the year 1871 when the railway to Lozovo was commenced, 
the town has rapidly improved, a Governor and Mayor have been 
appointed, a Government bank and public schools have been es- 
tablished, and since the opening of the railway in January, 1875, 
together with the official announcement in March that the future of 
Sebastopol was commercial, everything indicated that its rise is now 
simply a question of money. 


CoMMERCE. 


The branch line of railway which will connect Sebastopol with the 
grain producing districts to the north-west of the Sea of Azoff not 
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being yet made, and also the want hitherto of wharves, granaries, and 
warehouses, had prevented the port last year from attracting any trade. 
Ten English steamers and one sailing vessel arrived and discharged 
cargoes of coaland iron rail, but owing to the reasons above mentioned, 
only four steamers took return cargo of grain. The first was taken in 
February, 1875, by the steamship “ Zeus,’’ and the event celebrated by 
a Russian religious service on board. The military, naval, and 
municipal authorities attended, and great satisfaction was expressed at 
our nation being the first to open the trade. 


Pusxric BUILDINGS. 


A handsome railway station has been erected on the site of the old 
Greek battery, from whence two trains arrive and depart daily for 
Moscow; a branch line runs along the west side of the bay where 
wharves and warehouses are now ready, a large custom-house is nearly 
completed on the ground formerly occupied by the Admiralty buildings, 
anew telegraph station is finished, and the transmission of messages 
in four languages admirably conducted, and a new post office is in the 
course of construction. The Malakoff, Redan, and Flag Staff Batteries 
are being laid out as boulevards, dedicated to England, Russia, and 
France ; several large hotels, one of them on the site of Fort Nicholas, 
afford good accommodation, though the charges are high. Waterworks 
are to be at once commenced, land has increased in value, in some 
instances 50 per cent.; and unskilled labour, which in 1869 was to be 
procured at 6d. a-day, is now at 4s. A consular agent for Italy has 
arrived, and the Austrian Lloyds have decided on having a direct 
service between Sebastopol and Constantinople. 


CLIMATE. 


The climate of Sebastopol is very healthy, but the atmospheric 
changes are sudden. On the 18th of last December I noted a 
difference of 38 degrees (Fahrenheit) within twenty-four hours. The 
- winters are generally mild up to January, when the thermometer 
(Réaumur) shows sometimes as much as 18 and 19 degrees of frost. 
The spring commences in March, when rains are expected; from the ‘ 
end of April to November the weather is dry and very hot. There is 
no record of any portion of the harbour being frozen. I account for 
this from there being no fresh water in it, and from the short duration 
of any severe frost. The little rivulet, the Tchernaya, has hardly any 
effect on the saltness of the water even at its mouth, which is three 
miles from the principal part of the harbour. 


PoPruLATION. 


The population is now estimated at 26,000. The garrison consists 
of two divisions of the 13th Regiment of Infantry, and a brigade of 
artillery ; these troops during the summer months are encamped to the 
south of the town. At Sympheropal are quartered the other two 
divisions of the regiment, and at Bakehisserai there is a Tartar squadron 
(300 strength) raised in 1874; the horses are Caucasian, and though 
small are very hardy, and so easily trained that three months after the 
organization of the regiment every horse lay down at sound of trumpet. 
The drill both of this corps and the infantry is admirable. 7 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


The principal productious of the Crimea are salt and wine, the 
extreme dryness of the climate preventing cereals from being cultivated 
to any extent. I do not see any reason why a wool trade might not be 
established, and the extensive steppes of the north-west coast utilized 
for sheep farming. The salt lakes extend along the coast from 
Eupatoria to Perekop ; they are very shallow, and are separated from the 
sea by natural ridges of sand ; wooden reservoirs are formed along the 
sides of the lakes, and in autumn the water is pumped off and the 
deposit of salt collected and stacked. The ports of Achmetchet and 
Eupatoria must always command this export. The wine comes from 
the south coast. The imperial estate of Magaratch and the estates of 
His Highness the Prince Woronzoff produce most excellent clarets and 
sauternes, which are sold here from 9d. to 8s. the bottle. This wine, I 
think, would sell well in England, and whenever a trade in it is 
established with other countries, Sebastopo! wil! be the principal if not 
the only depét for its export. 

In conclusion J am of opinion that should nothing arrest the present 
progress in Sebastopol, another year will suffice to obliterate all traces 
of the war. The want of capital, and the influence of the other ports 
in this sea and in the Sea of Azoff may retard but cannot affect its 
ultimate success, which its geographical position, its harbour, and its 
climate, are quite sufficient to demonstrate. 


Sebastopol, March 2, 1876, 
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TAGANROG. 


Report by Oonsul Carruthers on the Trade and Commerce of Taganrog | 
Jor the Year 1875. 


THE expectations entertained at the commencement of last year, 
concerning contemplated improvements at the principal Azoff ports, 
with a view of facilitating trade and for the promotion of commercial 
shipping relations, have not been supported by any new undertakings 
in that direction; neither have the projected schemes to establish 
regular, commedious, and cheap intercourse with the coal districts been 
carried into effect. 

With respect to the latter object, however, it may be stated that the 
active demand for anthracite and bituminous coal has latterly become 
so urgent and extensive for local requirement, railways, &c., as to be 
supplied with difficulty by the pits worked on the present imperfect 
system, although the number of them opened is constantly on the 
increase. This circumstance may possibly have diverted immediate 
attention from costly undertakings for the purpose of diminishing the 
cost of conveyance and giving an impulse to consumption and to 
exportation. 

A recent edict of the Government, requiring that mineral com- 
bustibles shall be henceforward employed by the railways and for river 
navigation, instead of wood, hitherto extensively used in the northern 

rovinces, will largely increase the demand for coal, whereas a scarcity 
of skilled labourers for working and exploring the mines will necessarily 
for some time to come constitute a serious obstacle to any considerable 
augmentation of supplies; however this may be, this coal trade, at no 
distant period, is destined to force its way into importance as a com- 
modity for exportation, although during the past year prices stood at 
from 8 to 10c., or 18s. to 17s. per ton, at the pit’s mouth, and over 4i. 
per ton were paying at Taganrog during a portion of last winter. 

The promised railway branches for connecting the ports of Mariapol 
and Berdiansk with the Lozova-Sevastopol line are still in abeyance, 
but the Rostoff-Vladikavkaz Railway has been completed throughout, 
and in full operation:' A large amount of produce from the Stavropol 
and Kuban districts was, during the last autumn, brought forward from 
those parts, now extensively cultivated by settlers from Northern Russia 
and the Ukraine. The Kuban valley is, perhaps, the most prolific 
portion of the empire, enjoying a very fertile soil, and being, moreover, 
less subject to drought than other southern provinces. 

An opinion seems to be widely entertained, not only that Sevastopol 
will, in the course of some few years, become a commercial port of great 
importance, but that most of the produce which now feeds the trade of 
the Azoff will be diverted to that place. The bay of Sevastopol 
presents undoubtedly every natural requisite for a convenient, secure 
harbour, open to shipping of almost any tonnage throughout the year, 
which is of itself a circumstance affording inappreciable convenience to 
both imports and exports; the former are more likely to be affected 
thereby than the latter, being more accessible to the Levant and Turkey 
trade, and at the same time scarcely more remote from the principal 
inland markets; but, as regards exports, it should be borne in mind 
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that the Crimean peninsula northward of Simpheropol consists of a 
poor, sandy soil, more suitable for sheep walks and grazing cattle than 
for agricultural purposes. Produce for shipment at said port must 
consequently be drawn from the confines of the Dnieper and Moloshna 
rivers, a8 likewise from more distant portions of the Governments of 
Ekaterinoslaff, Poltava, and Kharkoff, over a space of 600 or 800 miles 
in cireuit. The railway accommodations that intersect those plains are 
by no means adequate to a largely-increased intercourse, nor could they 
be rendered suitable for many years to come at a heavy outlay of 
capital; the absence of roads leading to the railways is another almost 
insurmountable obstacle; inconvenience and expense attending the 
discharge and reloading at various points, with loss of time, have like- 
wise to be taken into consideration. That a portion of the supplies 
heretofore sent to Odessa, Nicolaieff, and Berdiansk will eventually be 
drawn to Sevastopol is undeniable; no sensible impression will, 
however, be made thereby within the next century on the sources that 
provide the more easterly portions of the Azoff. A railway constructed 
round the eastern extremity of the Azoff to Taman, Anapa, or some 
other ports on the Abasian coast, would be more likely to detract from 
the Taganrog resources than any other cause at present.in evidence. 

Some few cargoes of grain were shipped for abroad at Sevastopol 
during the past year, and the volume of exportations thence may be 
expected to increase progressively, but it should not be forgotten that 
much more is required to establish an extensive and regular trade than 
the formation of a capacious, convenient port, however great attraction 
that may offer to shipping. 

The maritime position of Taganrog undoubtedly presents very 
serious inconveniences, nor can it be averred that anything beneficial 
has hitherto been done to diminish natural impediments or obviate the 
difficulties encountered. Trade has nevertheless forced its way in the 
face of all obstacles, until this place has become by far the most 
important trading port of Southern Russia, Odessa excepted ; and now 
that the privileges and fostering hand of the Crown are thence with- 
drawn, commerce threatens to migrate elsewhere, in quest of a less 
favoured locality. 

The works now in progress for deepening the straits at Yani-Kale, 
if efficiently carried out, are more likely to prove conducive to the 
welfare aud future prosperity of this port than any of the other 
measures hitherto propounded, although the intended depth of eighteen 
feet for the channel is insufficient to meet necessary requirements; a 
depth of from twenty feet to twenty-two feet of water (at one time pro- 
posed) would leave nothing further desirable in that respect, but a clear 
water-way on the above-mentioned modified scale will be an immense 
boon to shipping, as likewise to this trade generally, by averting great 
detention, heavy expenses, and much loss by pillage. It is averred, 

robably with truth, that the thefts practised on cargoes that have to. 
be lightened at the Yani-Kale bar furnish the main support to 
labouring portions of the inhabitants at Kertch and environs. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE, 


The import trade of last: year presented nothing of especial interest 
to distinguish it from previous seasons. Levant and Turkey produce, 
as usual, formed the principal articles brought in for consumption. 
Although no notable augmentation can be noticed, the tendency is more 
in favour of an increasing demand than otherwise. Colonials form an 
insignificant portion of the aggregate, and manufactures are of even 
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less account. In so thinly populated a region, wants are necessarily 
limited, and high duties, with complicated tariff enactments, bar the 
way to development ; home manufactures, eked out with cheap German 
textile goods, satisfy the existing demand. 

Iron materials for railways, together with agricultural machinery 
and implements, constitute the sum total of all that interests British 
industry, nor are there any prospective indications of an early change. 

'The value of importations by British vessels in the course of the 
last five years will give an idea of the progress of this portion of the 
trade, viz. :— 
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and the total value of all importations here in those respective years 
will indicate the relative importance of this braach of commerce :— 
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Exports, although not in animated request, were on the aggregate 
somewhat more extensive than in 1874. 

Two new items of trade may claim notice in the list of exportations, 
viz., Indian corn or maize, of which about 18,000 quarters were shipped, 
the whole supply having been brought from the neighbourhood of 
Stavropol and the Kuban districts, at a cost of about Il. 2s. 6d. per 
quarter free on board; this produce is not unlikely’ to attain some 
importance in the course of time. Why the cultivation should hitherto 
have been altogether neglected in these environs is a matter of surprise. 
Boxwood, the other item referred to, was drawn from Persian territory, 
on the southern coast of the Caspian, conveyed across that sea to 
Astrachan, thence up the Volga to Tsaritzin, whence it passed over to 
Kalatch, on the Don, for Rostoff and this place. About 4,000 tons were 
shipped during the season for France and England, at a free-on-board 
cost estimated at 87. or 102. per ton. 5 

Last spring the granaries at Azoff ports had been abundantly 
replenished with grain and seed in course of the preceding winter 
months, but although of generally approved quality, and in exceptionally 
good condition, the depressed state of foreign markets imparted gloom 
and discouragement to this trade. : 

Wheat (Hard), of good colour and weight, maintained a value of 
from 9} rx. to 10 r. per chetwert of 10 poods weight, or the equivalent, 
of frem 2/. to 2/. 1s. 8d. per quarter free on board; the lower descrip- 
tions met with little inquiry, and were placed with difficulty at 17. 12s," 
per quarter on board, or upwards, according to merit. 

Prices of ‘‘ Ghirka,” or soft wheat, suffered greater depression than 
hard, the superior qualities not having commanded more than 8$ r. per 
chetwert of 10 poods, or Il. 13s. per quarter, free on board, whilst lower 
descriptions sold from 3s. 6d. to 5s. per quarter under that quotation. 
It was not before the first half of June that any activity in these 
markets became perceptible, but after that time prices advanced rapidly, 
fine samples of “ Ghirka” having reached and been in request at 103 r. 
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per chetwert, say 27. 1s. per quarter, free on board. In July a further 
rise, to the extent of 2s. per quartér, took place ; an unimportant re- 
action subsequently oecurred, bat the above-mentioned rate of 27. 1s. was 
maintained for fine samples until the closure of the navigation. Inferior 
soft wheat followed in the-wake of better descriptions in their upward 
course, and were freely bought at from 3s. to 5s. per quarter under the 
last quotation. Hard wheat was less sensibly affected by the rise in 
value until the advanced autumn, when best kinds were realized at from 
21. 4s. to 21. 5s. per quarter on board, the lower qualities ranging from 
8s. to 10s. per quarter less in price. Stocks remaining on hand in 
these parts are moderate, say about 1,509,000 quarters. Supplies have 
been very scantily brought forward since December last, heavy snow 
drifts having blocked up the roads. The depdt inland is estimated to 
be very moderate; a large exportation in the current year cannot, 
therefore, be looked for, unless the coming crops should prove more 
productive than those of the last three preceding years. 

Rye was abundantly supplied during the entire season; prices from 
January to July stood at 5r. per chetwert of 10 poods, or 1. Os. 6d. the 
quarter, free on board; after that month, from 6 r. to 6} r. per chet- 
wert were paid, 1/7. 3s. 10d. to 11. 4s. 9d. per quarter on board. 

Barley, being generally of fair quality and colour, was currently 
taken for the United Kingdom; prices varied to only a trifling extent 
throughout the year, 5 r. to 54 r. per chetwert of 10 poods having been 
the market value, say from 18s. to 19s. per quarter, free on board. The 
stock remaining in all quarters is at present very limited. 

Oats were rare, and maintained the proportionately high value of 
from 4 r. to 44 r. per chetwert of 6 poods, or 19s. to 1/. 1s. per quarter, 
on board. The quantity shipped was limited to about 60,000 quarters, 
_ almost exclusively for France; no quantity now remains on hand for 

sale. 

Linseed enjoyed its accustomed favour, and, as in 1874, shipments 
on an extensive scale were effected. During the first three months of 
the year prices stood at 11 r. per chetwert, 1/.19s. per quarter, on board ; 
a progressive rise in value then set in, and towards the close of the 
season 124 r. per chetwert were freely paid, or 2/. 4s. per quarter on 
board. The quantity remaining in all hands is stated to be less than 
for some years past. 

Rape Seed (Wild) was plentiful. During the first six months the 
rate was stationary, at 5 r. per chetwert, or 19s. per quarter on board, 
but in the latter half of the year a couple of shillings per quarter above 
that price were obtained. 

Wool (Donskoy) met with much competition, principally for the 
United States, and the exportation exceeded that of former years, 
owing, it is apprehended, to prices having exceeded those payable for 
home consumption, thus leaving nearly the full growth free for foreign 
markets. Quality and condition regulated the rouble value, which 
ranged from the equivalent of 64d. to 93d. per Ib. free on board. 
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SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION. 


British vessels that entered at this port in the early part of last 
year were mostly chartered before arrival, although the course of freights 
was but slightly remunerative at the time, say from 6s. 6d. to 7s. 3d. 
per quarter of wheat for the United Kingdom, yet employment being 
secured in anticipation, delay and detention was avoided. Some ships 
taken up by brokers on speculative charters fared badly, as must 
generally occur in such cases when trade is inactive ; owners as well as 
shipmasters cannot be sufficiently cautioned against participating in 
similar transactions or entering into engagements for this place with 
unknown or doubtful parties, whereby they are deprived of every 
advantage should a rise in rates take place, and in the event of a decline 
find themselves obliged to submit to almost any compromise rather than 
have recourse to legal proceedings, which assuredly are not less dilatory 
nor more to be relied on here than elsewhere, even where there are 
responsible parties to deal with. ’ 

After the first week of August freights became more depressed, 
having oscillated between 5s. 3d. and 6s. 9d. per quarter of wheat for 
Great Britain; during this latter term sailing vessels. obtained an 
advantage over steamers. In October somewhat higher rates were 
paid, but the advance was of short duration, and on the approaching 
closure of the navigation no offers were obtainable; three or four 
vessels subsequently were obliged to resort to other ports for home- 
ward cargoes. 

No complaints were made at this consulate last season by seamen, 
quite an exceptional eventuality. The general conduct of ship-masters 
was likewise a vast improvement on that of some former years, and 
I am gratified at being enabled to bear testimony that a great majority 
of them gave proof of assiduity and activity in their calling ; the com- 
mendation of merchants, too, has been latterly not less frequent than 
was their disparagement in times past. 

However desirable may be the survey of grain and seed-loading 
ships, such a regulation is very difficult to carry out properly at this 
place, where vessels anchor and load, dispersed over an open roadstead, 
at a distance from the harbour of from fifteen to twenty-five miles, too 
far away for easy access. Nothing in the shape of effective supervision 
is practicable here unless a steam-launch or steamer be placed under 
control of the surveyor; and even should 7002. or 8002. be assigned 
for .such service, perplexities of a serious character would still 
intervene. 

Steam ships to load at Taganrog are usually chartered with the 
stipulation, that the entire cargo shall be furnished alongside’ in 
readiness for loading within seven days after notice has been given by 
the master of the ship being prepared to take in, or demurrage paid 
by the charterer for default at the rate of 30/. or 35/. for every day’s 
delay ; the ship’s arrival at Constantinople and at Kertch has to be 
telegraphed’ from those places. A correct estimate can therefore be 
made by the loader of the time she will reach, and arrangements are 
‘carried out by him to have the approximate quantity of goods required 
to form the cargo sent off in barges or other craft from this place, 
Rostoff, or elsewhere, so as to suit the arrival of the expected ship. 
Several vessels thus provided for may arrive at the same time. Should 
it prove impossible for the surveyor to visit them and make his report 
without delay, the skipper would become amenable for demurrage 
caused to the loading craft, and it is quite possible the surveyor would 
have to visit the same vessel twice, or even thrice, before the dunnage 


1596 RUSSIA. 


or shifting boards could be got in order; and, furthermore, should the 
surveyor not be satisfied with arrangements, a commission or naval 
court would have to determine the matter. In the meantime not only 
would claims of lightermen have to be satisfied for the delay occasioned, 
but the merchant would extend protest and make reclamation for the 
detention of his goods. Litigation would thus become frequent, and 
supersede regular business. A thoroughly trustworthy competent © 
surveyor is not to be easily met with, and it can be readily understood 
that inefficient fulfilment of the duties would tend to provoke much 
inconvenience, coupled with heavy expenses, without beneficial result ; 
‘some supervision is nevertheless essential. In every case much pre- 
caution is necessary in forming regulations not to obstruct the loading 
of ships, and to avoid interference with shippers’ arrangements. Any 
impediment thrown in the way of a speedy despatch of cargoes would 
induce exporting merchants to discard British tonnage and intrust 
their goods to other flags; the advantages now enjoyed by the former 
in the carrying trade would consequently be sacrificed. . 

If shipowners could be induced to combine and adopt proper rules 
for the guidance of masters, the trammels likely to arise from legis- 
lative enactments might be avoided. 

The following table of the movement of shipping engaged in this 
foreign trade during the last five years will show how extensively 
British tonnage is at. present availed of:— . 
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AGRICULTURE. 


The introduction of agricultural machinery and implements has no 
doubt proved an immense facility to landed proprietors and farmers in 
the southern districts, by enabling them to harvest their crops and 
prepare the produce for market very much earlier than was practicable 
formerly. Those appliances cannot be held, however, to have instigated 
improvement in the general system of cultivation; perhaps rather the 
reverse, by having excited a desire to rely more on quantity than on 
the quality of expected produce. The chief point in view being, not 
how the best descriptions of grain or seed can be grown, but how the 
greatest quantity can be secured. To this end the broadest extent of 
surface possible is ploughed up and sown, to the impoverishment 
of the soil and detriment of pasture. Breeding sheep, cattle, and 
horses, which heretofore enjoyed much attention of landowners, is now 
neglected, and large returns in the volume of produce for sale almost 
exclusively relied on for revenue. In a flat, open country, such as that 
by which we are surrounded, harvests are precarious, dependent on 
more or less rain at certain periods. Reliance on a single issue is 
consequently not only prejudicial but fraught with danger, reducing 
agricultural avocation to a speculative undertaking, which would seem 
its main attraction in the present day. Two or three unproductive 
seasons following in\succession constitute a dire calamity, and thus 
the proprietors of these parts have become involved and impoverished 
almost beyond redemption. ‘Whereas by following a more prudent 
course, varying the articles of culture, rearing sheep, cattle, &c., cir- 
cumscribing tillage, and adopting essential farming improvements, a 
remunerative result in a series of years might be obtainable, and the 
loss of two or three crops supported with comparative ease, a certain 
moderate revenue being assured even should the grain harvests fail. 

A serious diminution of draught cattle in this quarter, arising from 
disease and an impression which was entertained that railways would 
supersede the necessity of their maintenance, is already severely felt, 
and will become still more sensible before the requisite amount of 
live stock can be replenished. This, be it hoped, will henceforth lead 
to a less hasty change under sudden but short-lived apprehensions. 

Public attention is being drawn by the Government to the bene- 
ficial effects that would follow an extensive adoption of forest cuiture in 
Southern Russia provinces, and the consideration of rural adminis- 
tration in some parts appears to be engaged on that subject, but com- 
munal efforts for said purpose, unless subsidized by the Crown, can. 
scarcely be carried to any appreciable extent under the existing 
depressed position of landed interests. 

To other causes that have prejudicially affected landed proprietors 
may be added, the facility with which money has been advanced by the 
numerous banking establishments introduced during the last few years 
in all parts of the empire. This, combined with the improvident habits 
widely pervading this class, will perhaps prove fully as ruinous as the 
other causes adduced. 


Pusitic Insrirution. 


The gymnasium for girls, recently constructed here, was inaugu- 
rated in the course of last summer, is a fine, capacious, well-arranged 
building, although the site appears ill chosen, being adjacent and 
partly facing the new bazaar or market-place, and scarcely approachable 
during wet weather in the deplorable existing state of our streets. 
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The actual number of attendant scholars is close up to 350, of which 
fifty-two in indigent circumstances are educated gratis. The annual 
payment for each girl in the preparatory class is 15 r.; for tuition in 
the three first classes, 25 r.; in classes four to seven inclusive, 30 r. 
Such pupils as learn the French and German languages, and those that 
take lessons in drawing and dancing, have to pay at the rate of 5r. per 
annum for instruction in each of those branches. A regular course of 
education is consequently obtainable at 50 r., or about 7/. sterling 
a-year. Those who enter the eighth or final class can attend lectures 
on scientific subjects by payment of an extra sum of 40 r. for each 
term. At from 12/. to 13/. per annum complete education is therefore 
obtainable. 

This institution is supported by revenue received of the scholars 
and by various contributions or donations. The Taganrog municipality 
have assigned 6,700 r. per annum for that object, independent of 
1,748 r. levied on trades and industries. The communal bank in like 
manner contributes 1,500 r., and a similar amount is allowed by the 
imperial treasury. Voluntary gifts, not untrequently of a liberal cha- 
racter, complete the income. 

His Excellency Count Tolstoi, the Minister of Public Instruction, 
visited this place during the last summer, and expressed much satis- 
faction at the general arrangements, as likewise .at the progress made 
by students at the Taganrog gymnasiums for either sex. 

Public attention throughout Russia has of late been directed a good 
deal to the subject of education. Preparatory schools have been opened 
not alone in the towns, but in numerous villages likewise, and sums of 
money are constantly bestowed and bequeathed for scholarships, &c., 
at the various colleges or seminaries. 

A life-boat institution, under the patronage of the Grand Duchess 
Cesarevna, was finally established and the opening celebrated with due 
honours during last autumn. One station is formed at the Taganrog 
Mole, a second at the Petruchine Spit, and four outposts are placed 
at different parts of the coast. Independent of these, two cutters, duly 
equipped, are to be stationed next summer at the guard-ship, to be in 
readincss at all times to render assistance to shipping in the roadstead. 
The expenses are provided for by an incousiderable annual stipend 
of the municipality, the subscription of members, and voluntary 
donations. When arrangements are fully completed, much benefit to 
shipping and the coasting craft may be expected to result therefrom. 

A project is in agitation to establish telegraphic communication 
with the roadstead, which would be a great mercantile convenience, 
and is likely to be carried out if merchants will contribute one-third of 
the required expenditure. ; 

A committee has been formed at Moscow to devise and make the 
necessary representations of the means considered most conducive to 
promote Russian mercantile shipping interests and improve the system 
of constructing vessels. These views have been communicated to 
seaport authorities and those at the principal seats for river navigation, 
inviting such suggestions as are most likely to prove conducive to the 
advancement of the designs entertained. It is somewhat remarkable 
that the residents of an ialand city, far away from the coast and distant 
from navigable streams, should have beconie the first inspired with a 
desire to ameliorate a vocation which more intimately concerns sea- 
board inhabitants. 
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Pustic WorKS. 


No new undertakings of public utility were advanced in these 
environs last year. The Taganrog Mole remains uncompleted, but has 
proved, nevertheless, of great advantage during the fall and winter 
“e by affording security to several steamers and over 200 coasting: 
vessels, 

The projected waterworks for the supply of this town that should 
have commenced last spring have entirely collapsed, owing to some 
disagreement between the municipal administration and the contractors. 
In that respect, therefore, we are now no nearer the desired consum- 
mation than was the case years ago. 


EXCHANGES. 


No considerable variation in the course of exchanges was observable 
between January and September last, after which latter period the 
fluctuations were considerable, and in December 7 r. 70 ¢. per & 
sterling were paid for bills on London at three months’ date. To form - 
the preceding tables 7 r. 40 c. per £ sterling have been taken for the 
basis of calculations. 


CasvAat REMARKS. 


The prospect of commercial affairs in the current year is not 
cheerful—a paucity of ready produce in reserve, with depressed mar- 
kets abroad. Want of confidence likewise pervades mercantile credit, 
which has been much shaken, and requires time to re-establish. 

The winter has been of unusual severity and constancy ;, heavy falls 
of snow have been prevalent, intercourse interrupted thereby, and 
postal communication suspended for many days together. It is, how- 
ever, confidently believed that the large quantity of snow which has 
covered the surface of the land is of favourable augury for the coming 
harvest. Abundant crops would modify to a great extent the pressure 
of existing evils. 


Taganrog, March 1, 1876. 
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WARSAW. 


Report by Consul-General C. EB. Mansfield on the Trade and Commerce 
of the Kingdom of Poland for the Year 1875. 


Tux industrial and commercial condition of the Kingdom of Poland 
would seem to have made a fair advance since the last report from this 
consulate-general. 

The harvest of 1875 was a fair one, although the Polish agricul- 
turists, like their brothers in other countries, were not without regrets 
that it had not been more favourable. Root-crops in general were 
copious, potatoes having much descended from the high prices of the 
previous year; but beetroot, a very important crop in Poland on 
account of the numerous sugar-works, suffered in no small degree from 
the early frosts in October, and in many cases the loss was considerable 
on this head. 

Live stock also in the autumn became almost an incumbrance to 
the farmer, as the early frosts made it necessary to house all sheep and 
cattle at least five weeks earlier than is generally the case, and there 
was a temporary fall in the price of meat. 

The industries, imports, and exports for the year 1874 respectively 

exhibit most encouraging features, and it is noteworthy that the 
exports show an increase of remarkable magnitude. 


NAVIGATION. 


‘The navigation of the Polish waters opened in the spring of 1875 
about the usual time. ‘The scarcity of water in the heat of the summer 
months was but of short duration, and only partially at times pre- 
vented the free circulation on the river. 

The average depth of water in the Vistula for each month of the 
year 1874 was as follows :— 


Ft. in. 
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The average of the year was 3 fect 1} in. 
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FREIGHT. 


The charges for freight for corn or other goods in sailing boats or 
gabars, towed by steamboats, for the year 1875, per one last of 32 
korzec or 51 ewt., were as fo lows:— 


Roubles. 
From Zawichost Dantag,from .. »» 50 to 75 
»  Pulawy > Ms a6 vo 4oueene 
»  lwangrod i - ae oo, SDS 
» Warsaw rs s ap i. US eae 
> elock - J ne a Doe 
3; Wloclawek ..,, 5 se vo (LOD 
INSURANCE. 
Per cent. 
From Zawichost to Dantzig i ae oe 1} 
» Pulawy if a er ‘es 1; 
» Iwangrod a oe ae a NR 
» Warsaw 55 as a ee 1 
5» Lloeck > nears ah on 04 
»  Wloclawek 2 ite oe we 08 


we Lhe above rates of freight represent the average fluctuations which 
occur in the prices, according to the time of the year, depth of the 
water, and other circumstances. 

The total value of goods imported and exported by the Vistula in ~ 
1874 amounts to 12,177,896 r., showing an increase of 516,880 r. over 
the previous year. 

The value of goods imported by the Vistula in 1874 is estimated 
at 1,243,243 r., showing a decrease from the previous year of 895,637 r. 
The followimg are the principal articles imported by the river custom- 
house Nieszawa :— 


Inrports. 
Roubles.* 
Chemicals 2 ie ae a oe | DBD 
Metals, unworked Af te ae oa 158,888 
Rice Ae a hs Ae Pes -» 173,930 
Iron castings .. a als ate «. 158,388 
Lime and cement ais aa - + 78,455 
Dyes and colours 48 «es Hb sa G0oseae 
Herrings and fish . ais oe ole 50,260 
Coke a aD we es ao rae 50,315 
Plants .. i * . sid .. 46,198 
Salt ce oe ay aie a Fo 42,244 
Petroleum a os are ‘7 i 38,160 
Groceries. . Be Si re ne AS 30,7380 
Stationery he a 46 : ve, \29;260 
Asphalte.. oe ae ee a a 28,516 
Tallow .. ee os Ac a 5 24,740 
Chalk = .. 5e He ic ne ... 15,509 
Wine, porter, rum, brandy, &e, Br nA 19,847 
Hides .. se ie ae ae -« 13/800 
Stones .. ale ate ae ais AG 12,391 
Brimstone nig 0 do oe $e 9,980 
Bricks, fireproof. 5a AG Aes ar 9,525 
Hardware 46 ee AA 30 he 5,199 
Cotton, raw 50 a ve i on 4,600 
Clay, raw.. oe 40 an x0 me 4.695 
Glass ee oe a a ie Bo 3,775 
Porcelain. . a0 oe ee be Fe 1,851 
Machinery a3 ae Ae ba <i 1,363 
Agricultural implement 56 50 ate 900 


* The paper rouble varies in value from 2s. 6d. to 2s. 9d. sterling. 
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The value of goods exported by the Vistula in the same year is 
estimated at 10,934,653 r., showing an increase over the previous year 
of 1,412,017 r., of which the following are the principal :— 


Exports. 

Roubles. 
Wood and timber nC ne es Heer br 200 
Wheat .. OC Aes oe Sewer 16,450 
River os. a r es ee + 701,536 
Oil seeds cig Ah ae ir ra 280,650 
Peas: «} Me na Sc ot ste 96,250 
Mead and honey ; ; of Ae 75,302 
Wool .. bis + ne a 46 23,900 
Barley .. os as “s ve Ab 14,060 
oo we : oe He ae 12,665 
Oats. +s “e ae oe <6 ic 9,950 
Bran .. aia a . oe se 8,750 
Turpentine .. oe F «. 57 800 


TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


The external commerce of the Kingdom of Poland yresents in the 
year 1874 most satisfactory returns. 

The imports have risen over 1,000,000 r. since last year; but the 
exports of the country, on the other hand, have kept pace with the 
general movement, and have exceeded by 15,000,000 r. those of last 
year, about 2,000,000/. sterling. 

It must, however, be remembered that Poland sends abroad only 
her raw materials, whilst all the produce of her rising industries are 
directed to Russia. Many factories of Warsaw and of the kingdom 
sell all their goods in the interior of the empire, but as no custom- 
houses watch their transit on the frontier, no true record can be kept 
of the commerce of the kingdom on that side. 


ExtERNAL CoMMERCE oF THE KinapomM or PoLAND (VIA THE POLISH 
Custom-Hovsrs) ror tHe YEar 1874. 


Imports. 
Not including Vid 
Wierzbolowo. Wierzbolowo. 
Roubles. Roubles. 
Goods .. oe oe oe 63,068 265 28,115,240 
Gold coin, foreign ., re 5,300 4,606,659 
»  ~ Russian .. as ae 25,664 
Silver coin, foreign .. es 42,076 aa 
- Russian .. oe és 
Gold bullion .. a0 a oe 330,575 
Silver ,, we ws Be 227,800 4,349,003 


ES ge. | = 68,348,441 37,427,141 


——— 


Vid 
Wierzbolowo. 


Roubles. 
37,866,098 


6,974,851 


ee 
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EXports. 
RS AR RRS EE 
Not including 
Wierzbolowo. 
Roubles. 
Goods .. AG an ve 60,600,663 
Gold coin, forcign ate Ac is 
a Russian... Be Pe 
Silver coin, foreign .. he 21,835 
* Russian ar 38,878 
Gold bullion .. Ae oN a 
Silver —,, ; : ; 
Total 60,626,371 


44,940,949 


The total value of goods imported and exported, vid the Polish 
custom-housces, excluding Wierzbolowo, amounted— 


Roubles, 
Jn the year 1874 to.. Oe A .. 123,969,812 
Showing an inerease over 1873 of... 16,031,363 
Increase in imports of .. oe at 796,952. 
i» exports of 5 a +. —: 15,234,411 


The following are the 
the year 1874 :— 


principal articles of exports and imports for 


~e 
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Exports, 
Not including Via 
Wierzbolowo. Wierzbolowo. 
Roubles. Roubles. 
Rye ‘s ay “. 14,017,932 6,991,973 
Wood and timber ae : 11,772,409 110,592 
Wheat .. i id: 5,876,823 281,160 
Ree VOLE A 5,630,634 8,227,552 
Wool .. ae a, ora 8,794,899 23,911 
Oats - .. A ‘ 1,714,422 2,788,085 
Hemp .. ; = “g 1,140,355 4,999,559 
Swine .. . t: ve 1,015,417 100,280 
Barley .. ae i Be 846,589 1,126,080 
a en eae ; 753,555 622,983 
Pegs)... ee “s a 591,311 1,343,100 
Caviar .. a ‘es ste 440,867 67,388 
Hides and leather be se 419,499 645,684 
* Oil seeds - “a i 462,394 147,686 
Frit .. so aie a 411,812 1,568 
Seeds and plants 4 Ae 827,992 ~ 309,700 
Flour .. a %: oy 314,150 64,772 
Horses .. ne * ar 321,421 335,400 
Flax seed ea Les A 363,292 1,370,292 
Bones .. a si oy 310,263 238,100 
Bristles.. - wus be 258,305 464,931 
Turpentine . “k fg 268,098 162,708 
Eggs... ae 187,280 - iN 
Calves, sheep, and goats A 151,198 60 
Set Pee. 151,731 6,218 
Bran .. a wa ve 117,154 1,482 
Buckwheat .. “5 Ac 137,636 194,920 
Feathers we * sis 112,050 149,700 
‘Mead and honey Be te 118,810 a 
Grits .. me ‘aa aa 151,299 242,580 
Cement.. A ae ac 98,441 5 
Wooden articles Py we 75,378 158,240 
Hair, goats’ .. ay me 72,866 2,208 
Books .. ie ve or 67,320 19,507 
Tar es ie = se 65,054 923 
Charcoal is a an 62,338 AE 
Mors... aie =e 63,132 1,264,826 
‘Woollen fabrics ie at 46,134 9,218 
Metal articles .. és AS 45,875 51,100 
Metals, unworked A oir 81,299 82,737 
Drugs .. eee 26,001 34,963 
Hempen fabrics. es ve 24,827 88,511 
Tow! .. AG at oe 24,380 101,514 ° 
Glue... We a is 12,303 37,778 
Silk, raw we te ar 12,106 3,967 
Meat .. ie oe ie 9,921 57,998 
Cattle .. ae te a 4,011 + 
Flax, spun or 4 F10 335,688 


Sar 
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Imports. 
SR SE eS ES ES ET Oe er ee ES 
Not including Via 
Wierzbolowo. Wierzbolowo. 
Roubles. Roubles. 
Cotton, raw... ai ee 6,806,022 997,721 
Metals, unworked oe ts 4,546,781 633,899 
Wool, raw and spun .. nie 4,604,661 237,628 
Cotton, span and coloured .. 4,298,769 181,505 
Silk, raw af a os 8,416,572 351,627 
Salta & ivi bd iy 3,057,839 105,435 
Machinery is as Fic 2,896,97 8,144,457 
Woollen fabrics 7 4 2,992,236 1,529,407 
Petroleum + . a 2,601,179 757,059 
Hardware : 1,844,475 735,398 
Hlempen and flaxen fabrics 1,551,008 1,128,747 
Cotton fabries .. 1,459,603 374,535 
Wine, porter, rum, brandy, &e. 1,871,175 76,097 
Herrings and fish : a4 1,345,289 767,678 
Dyes and colours oe 1,409,694 257,920 
Chemicals 4 + ES 1,001,317 217,842 
Fruit, fresh is eh os 952,387 68,502 
Groceries be se ad 830,199 346,416 
Coke .. be: i ay 767,052 100,226 
° Silk fabries .. a3 we a 081, 627 1,064,045 
Spinning machines .. - "648,878 528,507 
Tea oe a ate 551.443 1,524 776 
Wooden ariieles fe an 514,987 48,683 
Agricultural implements sie 502,533 455,355 
Clothes he it He a 470,074 609,002 
Yeast .. ae ne pe 446,386 291 
Tobacco. . Pe oe o 413,655 82,323 - 
Oil, various... a 32 381,146 61,554 
Glass .. “A 33 i 358,686 128,374 
Fruit, dry as ‘3 re 339,615 15,756 
Railway carriages ef ie 328.350 1,752,200 
Articles of food 3% a8 872,309 7,348 
Stationery c Sc AS 323,057 83,707 
Fancy articles .. es a 300,794 184,226 | 
Musical instruments .. ao 235 241 128,475 
Hurse Ge 55 AD ts 274 229 923,215 
Hides .. nA oe ie 245,723 22.228 
Watches Se a oa 228,439 4,090,805 
Lime and cement ie “e 217,023 12,387 
Tallow and grease .. red 216,623 41,776 
Leather.. 199,704 115,956 
Gum and gutta ‘percha articles _ 196,625 125,641 
Plants ... ee ae ate 188,228 110,645 
Clay, raw : ae 182,263 7,941 
Cattle and horses a6 me 167,163 400 
Stones .. ve ore Saket 159,767 3,358 
Hops gen we bs c 154,155 } 104,557 
Porcelain Ba hyd ff _ 123,642 26,901 
Books and music ae A 118,764 1,464,430 
Hats and caps .. oie ns 114,813 . 248,043 
Corn as ee ae 131,232 2 393 
Laces .. ve a sts 108,983 164,767 
Wie eee 46 ne 99,996 223,555 
Copper articles. . A ne 88,614 34,651 
Matches he ae + 64,695 LAT85 
Leather articles “se ia 60,623 81,608 
Articles for chemists .. a 60,669 32,759 
Asphalte 3i On BG 56,965 3 
Bronze articles... aie ae 54,502 40,530 


Earthenware .. 30 oe 43,909 “4,916 


- 
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Not including Via 
Wierzbolowo. Wierzbolowo. 
Roubles. Roubles. 
Cheese .. ate ive oe 39,972 8,085 
Chalk .. we ae 23 89,554 6,469 
Se ae 38,782 7,338 
Flour .. ay oe Rs 33,287 169 
Engravings i -£ 33,129 36,971 
Gold and silver articles ; 85,574 11,284 
Marble articles... Pe a 27,628 4,944 
Wicker baskets. . na as 24,385 1,130 
Honey . An hia 23,354 3,779 
Opticians’ ar ticles dhs ag 22,827 80,407 
Draining tiles . ie bls 15,789 34 
Brimstone rr od is 13,766 15,791 
Roubles. 


The total value of imports and exports, vid the 
custom-house of Wierzbolowo in 1874 was .. 82,268,090 


Showing an increase over 1873 of a7) aa, 3,042,002 
Decrease in imports of .. ok oS .. ~—- 2,999,455 
Increase in exports of .. ne * ». 6,042,207 


The duty paid at the Polish custom-houses in 1874, ineluding 
Wierzbolowo, amounts to 11,561,402 r., showing an increase over the 
previous year of 653,629 r. 

The custom-house of Wierzbolowo has been separately treated, as 
representing nearly the exclusive translt to Russia by rail. 

As regards British commerce with Poland, it continues to do an 
extensive business, but it is difficult, if not impossible, to note accu- 
rately the figures, as all the goods pass through Germany, to which 
they carry the exporting address. 

The following table shows the ayerage prices in the Warsaw market 

- for the year 1875 :— 
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Rew“ 
Wheat 255 a as -.»| Chetwert .. 12 34 
Rye .. we AS oe ats 5 ve 8 70 
Barley x ts Rs = oS %.2g8 
Oats .. Se dis ee pe os a 5° S81 
Buckwheat .. at a a ps on TT 
Peas .. ae ale a a sy ee 10 30 
Beans a me ie 43 3 7 14 438 
Potatoes ae de af Sis af ad 3 58 
Beetroots .. lke <8 2% 3% a 3 83 
Coals.. cP aie =< “2 * ae 1 47 
Beef .. a0 “s = | bias = © te 
Pork... = = + 45h Vier a es as 0 4 
Veal .. fe Be i Pe Gydicd Bh: 0 132 
Mutton Se ae are Bot Weer, oe A 0 11¢ 
Lard . aie se ¥ Se ee ee as 0 192 
Butter. : a o sd ie oe es 0 34 
Bread, black. = ~ Said itaye 0 O04 
»  mhite.. na ae fy ge Ae 0 07% 
Candles, stearine .. ais Peed eR ace A 0 253 
ox tallow ats a: Th = , Sie 23 
Bn Wiese 54 are elt; eee = 0 793 
Soap, common BS es il Pa nae 0 12 
Salt .. as x bs “rei VERE Ba 0 02} 
Ox, fat i se 2 -.| Head ‘ 98 95. 
> medium.. ao is avell fds nd 70 35 
» lean ae 93 we o nt 49 15 
Cow, medium & - sb pes a 55 57 
Calf .. 5 Jt ae at bee ze 18 FG 
Sheep.. a5, oe fe SAL a ae 3 78 
Pig, fat “8 bes a5 ne | eee a 52 85 
> medium a dd ee So ai 31.791. 
Ree ase Sey Ae ko thes ae 20 20 
Horse, carriage He bie stil» we --| 160 00 


5 CREO 0 xe aha 5 ee a= 78 33 
Ox hide 24 ad we ..| Piece Sr 12 33 
Horse hide .. ae Ae alot ws sig 4 28 
Calfhide .. 5 3s ett ee ote 1. 50 
Sheep skin .. ae fe Ss 


x ae 
Wood, hard .. ah te -: | Kiafter 18 937 
Bolter sts Se -. - s ae 1i 40 
Flour, rye .. a bs ..| Pood “4 1 493 
» » Wheat.. a = met P55 : 2 44 
Tallow x ae ¥ ry, eee ie 4 663 
Lime.. fe 5 ais Poh ie oC 0 18% 
Bricks 2 ae = --| Thousand .. 18 00 
Spirits, 78 degrees .. ee -.| Viedro : 5 88 
ae ee =. 3 = a = se 3 83 
Naphtha .. 5° =3 4 55 1 75 
Vinegar i ms Ae 5 + 1 
A day labourer ai rae) Ps 0 55 
A two-horse cart... Ee SAY | ace 50 3 19 
A one is = 38 oop Pht sone 2 08 
| 
BANKING. 


Crédit Foncier~-The statement of this bank gives the Sine 
result for the year 1875 :— 


Dr. 


Value of debentures in circulation 
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Residue for paying cancelled debentures 
Deposits in this and the Bank of Poland 


Total... ae 


Cr. 


Value of mortgages 


Arrears on estates 


Various arrears and fines 
In public securities 
Value of buildings 

4 other property... 


Cash; in hand and deposits in bank 


Total. . 5 


Showing a balance in favour of this bank of 4,114,463 r. 


ve 


o. 


ee 


oe 


Roubles. 
69,256,663 
676,786 
26,865,111 


96,798,561 


Roubles. 
69,256,663 
358,455 
428,114 
2,488,131 
555,562 
45,534 
27,830,561 


an increase over the previous year of 283,936 r. 36 c. 
The total amount of loans effected by this bank is 86,143,130r. 


secured on 6,958 estates, an average of 12,380r. 
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c. 
76 
23 
87 


85 


Cc. 
76 
421 
92} 
59 
51d 
44 
91k 


100,918,024 57 


72 ¢., and 


The number of estates offered for sale by this bank during the year 
; 870 paid up their 
arrears, and 166 are exposed for sale in the current year. 

The following table shows the exchange of debentures for the year 


1875 amounted to 1,048, and of those sold to 12 


LS 75s 


100 Roubles Debentures. 


1. Series. 2. Series. | 5 per Cent. 
Peat: Ri) x¢e awe 

Highest, 9th July A an . 96 70 96 70 Ae 
Lowest, 26th May .. os os 95 00 95 00 

Highest, 10th August a an 36 Bc 94 55 
Lowest, 15th May .. Bo : as & 92 20 
Average exchange for the year a 95 874 95 88 93 86 

Banks. 


The annual Pelle of the Bank of Poland gives the followi Be return 


for the year 1875 


Cr. 
Cash An 


Bank notes, property of ihe bank 


Loans effected 


oe 


Current accounts . 
Due from various Government departments 
On mortgages and various loans. . 


Branch banks 


Property of bank in buildings, &e, 


Total .. 


. 


and foreign bills purchased 


Roubles. 
3,329,723 
4,394,872 
10,935,105 
2,379,874 
7,619, 885 
1,400,966 
4,510,557 
578,908 
334,867 


35,484,756 


Cc. 
75 
13 
33 
29% 
423 
68 
724 
90 
00 


23% 
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Dr. Roubles. —c. 
Bank notes in circulation “2 ns we is se 
Funds for payment to national debts .. ve) (2321430724 23 
Capital belonging to various iastitutions ae 2,587,013 05 


Various deposits .. a a ee os - 18,848,417 94% 

Capital on interest an ve an «» 1,205,108 38% 
Sums for transmission .. at aie «. 6,073,264 17 
Capital in reserve... 49 Bs ee i 500,000 00 
» of the bank vs ee ee .» 8,000,000 00 
Total .. ie 55 ae ee .. 84,422,875 00 


Showing a balance in favour of the bank of 1,061,880 r. 454 ¢., and 
an increase over the previous year of 144,363 r. 30} c. 

All the notes of the Bank of Poland have been withdrawn from 
circulation on account of the Imperial ukaz ordering the Government’s 
bank alone to issue notes of public value. 

The nuwber of bills transacted in this and its branch banks amounts 
to 72,578, for the sum of 37,831,446 r. 832 c., showing an increase over 
the previous year of 17,864 bills, tor the sum of 5,398,218 r. 

Besides the nine bratich banks already existing, the names of which 
were already in previous reports, one more has been established, namely, 
at Piotrkow, in the Government of the same name, making ten in all. 

Commercial Bank at Warsaw.—The total operation of this 
bank, together with its branch bank at St. Petersburg, amounts to 
1,275,993,108 r., namely :— 


Roubles. 
At Warsaw a x0 ws i) 486,742,903 
St. Petersburg Ry ae ae 789,250,204 
Wotal Gi css. we ee, 


showing an increase in the operation of this bank over the previous 
year of 24,611,440 r., and leaving a balance in favour of this bank of 
711,407 r., and showing an increase over the vear 1874 of 75,259 r. 

The capital of this bank was 6,000,000 r., that is to say, 600,000 r. 
more than last year, and gave the shareholders 9 per cent., 1 per cent. 
less than the previous year, having had to keep back 128,500 r. as a 
reserve fund for unforeseen events. 

Discount Bank at Warsaw —The total transacticn of this bank in 
1875 amounted to 201,248,250 r., showing an increase over the previous 
year of 11,925,603 r., and a balance in favour of that bank of 233,417 r., 
and an increase over the previous year of 10,000 r., and giving the 
shareholders 94 per cent. 

Bank of Mutual Credit—The total transactions of this bank in 
1875 amount to 56,315,932 r., and show an increase in the operation 
over the previous year of 12,338,246 r., leaving a balance in favour of 
this bank_of 99,593 r., and an increase of 22,560 r., allowing the 
members 9 per cent., 1 per cent. less than last year. 
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Woon Fair. 


Owing to the unfavourable state of the wool trade during the 
winter months, no contracts were made beforehand, on which account 
great quantities of wool were brought to market in the middle of June, 
1875. Under the influence of the above and the unfavourable reports 
of the foreign provincial wool markets, especially of Germany, the 
Polish fair opened with a depression of 1 to 4 Prussian thalers, and 
never recovered from the depressed prices. Very fine wool was entirely 
neglected this year by the buyers. Local manufacturers and agents 
from Russia were the only persons who made any transactions, the 
foreign bidders, although present at the operations, keeping entirely 
aloof, and promising in the course of a few weeks to pay a later visit 
to Warsaw. At least one-third of the wool was not sold during the 
fair, although part of it had been already sold by the more needy pro- 
ducers before coming to Warsaw. The remainder was left to be sold 
on commission in depdts at the different private city banks. The yield 
of wool shows an inerease of nearly 16 per cent. above the previous 
year. ; 

The average prices of the varions qualities of wool produced at this 
ae per 1 cwt. of 182 lbs. Russian, equal to 120 lbs. English, were as 
ollows :— 


Thalers. 

Ist quality, prime, from .. ip .. 115 to 110 
2nd. %57 +, thin ese Pe <e «« = 9-00 
Sr TL. Sy middling os a eet (:! 85 
i ae a *f as we a 70 75 
bili? coarse .. aA an A 50 60 

Poods. 
The quantity brought was ot A +. 52,000 
Sold during the fair Ar te Ar +» 36,000 


Left unsold .. be a +. 16,000 
Showing an inerease of production of 8,580 poods, against 5,062 poods, 
the inerease of last year. 
Carrte Disrase. 


The following table shows what very satisfactory results have been 
produced, owing to the care bestowed by Government, as well as by 
the farmers, in destroying beasts at the first signs of disease, and 
by putting to death all heads of cattle suspected of being infeeted :— 


Tape showing the Cattle Diseases in Poland for the Year 1874. 


Number Killed Re Total 
Name of Locality. of Sick Died. Kille@, | for Pre- aa Died and 
Cattle. caution. veree Killed. 
Government of Warsaw ... as 460 88 372 925 ce 1,385 
“s »  LPetrokow acs 187 161 26 a tee 187 
a ib, alin .4,>) «| ~ 204 53 151 117 as 321 
oi » Radom ... 5) mae ans tae ae? eee eee 
- wh J muletce. 4... es me a0 Ae os ao ae 2 
j » Lomza ... vel ees ase sas F oe see 
ie BS fpr sisi her eae 159 24 135 ee 159 
i nye Biedlce vis, + vee 180 ° 69 106 4 855 
i it oStiwalkine 1... 579 58 521 aa 960 
* sh Wasa. ia see ea a it aus 
Town of Warsaw ..« oe ae 220 17 150: 1 aeece om 262 
“Total w{ 1,989 470 1,461 1,698 4 | 3,629 


Decrease from 1873... ...| 8,544 1,204 2271 1/020 536 4494 
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In comparison with former years, the year 1874 has been wonder- 
fully free from all infectious diseases, sc that the Government statistical 
tables make mention only of two Governments where there oceurred 
any sickness that could be called of an epidemic nature, viz. :—+ 


Small-pox. 


; 

| 
Name of Locality. | 
\ 


| 
Sickened. | Recovered. |. Died. 

} 
Government of Lublin id 66 ! 58 8 
a Plock _... | 35 | 20 15 
Total =. af a 160 2] 78 8 
Decrease over 1873 ..| 29,405 11,118 6,857 

INDUSTRIES. 


The industries of the kingdom of Poland present a very favourable 
aspect in general, 1,878 new factories have come into existence, and 
over 6,000 new workmen have been engaged in them, as shown below, 
during the year 1874. 

The number of factories, workmen, and value of produce, as fur- 
nished from .official sources, give the following statisties for the year 
1874 :— 


Number of Number of Value of 
Factories. | Workmen. Produce. 


Town of Warsaw.. ee ae a 268 10,008 16,636,060 - 
Government of Warsaw.. aS Ss 1,705 | 15,435 17,284,731 
: Petrokow .. «| _—«- 9,785 | 30,569 | 29,869,505 
Radom .. Se zis 304 4,362 5,157,088 
ae Kalisz .. =e ie 1,823 | 7,681 9,089,424 
é ae 383 3,052 3,929,858 
33 Lublin .. = -+| 521 | 2,943 4,026,823 
i Blocks jo, ket ae 268 | 1,699 1,991,105 
FS Lie Baake 264 1,137 1,246,250 
cs iedlite fi: .) <<doatacel 313 | 1,824 1,938,912 
i Suwalki.c: “aco <c] 156 | 870 915,562 
Totgh? cto se = ..| 15,790 | 79580 92,085,318 
Showing an increase over 1873 ss | 1,878 | 6,370 7,906,411 


Pupric Works. 


The only public work of importance in the kingdom of Poland 
during the year 1875 was the commencement of the works on the rail- 
way on the right side of the Vistula. This line will start from the 
town of Kowel, a station on the Brest-Odessa line, situated in the 
Government of Volhynia, pass through Lublin and Warsaw, and by 
the frontier town of Mlawa on the north, lead directly to Dantzig. 
The total length of the line within the Polish frontiers will be a liitle 
below 500 werst. ‘ 

‘Great energy was also developed to push forward the earthworks of 


the so-called Circular Railway, a line which is to connect all the - 


7 
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stations and facilitate the transit of merchandize and even passengers 
through the town of Warsaw. 
Tracings for various very important lines of railway have been 
made through the southern portion of the kingdom, where there are 
extensive iron and coal factories, but hitherto no concession has been 
given to any of the different bankers, who have been taking steps with 
the view of obtaining these lucrative engagements, by the department 
at St. Petersburg. 
The movement on the Polish railways was as follows, and the in- 
creased movement both in passengers and in goods affords another indi- 
cation of the general amelioration in the condition of this country :— 


Warsaw- Vienna Ling. 


Trains for Imperial family .. 


Passengers .s ae 1,394,184 
Military, with baggage 66,324 
Luggage ‘ 382,101 poods 
Carriages oo 4 541 i 
Dogs .. aia sf 2,180 
Beasts, various .. me 64,789 ae 
Goods oe -. 69,392,648 poods 
Miscellaneous .. ais ee sf a 


Total .. as ‘ry ty oe 
Expenditure. . we : 


Balance in favour of the company. . 


Rent to Government, sinking fund, &¢. .. 


Net profit for the year 1875 


Roubles 
2,943 
1,212,031 
36,916 
65,512 
5,938 
1,224 
29,568 
2,508,987 
334,903 
4,193,025 

. 2,278,515 


1,919,510 
1,122,937 


796,572 


The dividend for shareholders is 44 r. per share. 


The transport of coals on this line shows an increase 


previous year of 2,567,433 poods. 


Warsaw-BromBerG Line. 


Trains for Imperial family 


Passengers .. : 872,903 
Military, with baggage 29,709 
Luggage AA : 150,413 poods 
Carriages eo we 163 ce 
Doers). si Sc 691 
Beasts, various.. fe 69,236 
Goods .. 17,849,870 poods 
Miscellaneous .. we he a 

Total .. Ee 

Expenditure .. 


Balance. 
Interest guaranteed by Government 


Government has to add in 1875 


Roubles 

ue 1,219 
bd 277,207 
; 10,666 
18,989 

: 827 
ae 284 
20,148 

537,364 
171,653 
1,038,360 
834,450 


208,910 
279,045 


76,135 


Showing an increase in the income of 14,558 r. 26 c. 


[641] 


Cc. 
57 
25 
764 
41} 
51 
43 
51 


3 
335 


815 
525 


29 
985 


805 


over the 


Cc. 
25 
03 
624 
99 
51 
53 
004 
454 
20% 


60 
205 


395 
00 


605 
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Warsaw-Terrspot LINE. 


Passengers Bre SE 407,039 
Military, with baggage 76,569 as 
Luggage 3 a 7,845,452 lbs... 
Carriages 282 ie 
Beasts .. ue Hs 114,544 head 
Goods .. f5 as 13,169,182 Ae 
Miscellaneous .. Ae we a 
Total .. 


Expenditure .. 


Balance 


This line being guaranteed by the Government, the latter has there- 
fore to add 107,771 r. 34 ¢.—that is, 7,518 r. less than the previous 
year—showing a decrease of the income from the previous year 


116,580 r. 


To supply the Warsaw market 111,923 head of, cattle, swine, sheep, 
&c., and 5,752 poods of poultry, were sent by this line to Praga during 


the year 1875. 


Lopz Line. 
Passengers 156,863 
Military 119,626 
Luggage 54,780 poods 
Animals 14,369 head 
Carriages 67 re 
Goods .. - 9,905,872 poods 
Miscellaneous . ad Aa de 
Total.. 


Expenditure .. 


Net profit 


showing a decrease in the income of 9,946 r., or 26 per cent., over the 


previous year. 


The following is the average rate of exchange per £ sterling for each 


month of the year :— 


January .. 

February © ie us a 30 
March .. a 5 +9 aie 
ATI «6 fs ee Sp ee 
Maye 3. na ee on 
June... S6 an nia ae 
Oy a es 55 AN 

August .. oe me 

September Ne oe me ne 
October .. ad At a is 
November He : ie va 
December aC) 


The average exchange for the year being 7 r. 32 c., against 7 r. 20 c., 
the rate of the previous year; the highest was 7 r. 65 c. towards the 


a0 


Roubles  c¢: 
528,752 
54,699 
830,027 
8,528 
165,425 
818,854 
100,189 


1,701,468 76 


S 


1,155,875 51 


546,093 25 


Roubles ce. 


185,198 
156,908 


28,290 


ix) 


at -Tegegestereag sg gareqa a 


last days of December, the lowest 7 r. 15 c. on the 5th of January. 
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WrIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


alents in English measures for the various weights and 
mployed in this report are as follows :— 


od of 40 lbs. ie ae ...  86°4 lbs. English. 
i AG ‘ie ; 112 quarters English. 
dn ' 5°77 bushels 
Ag “ 3°5 acres 
ey AP 11°66 yards 
oe oe ’ 216 cubic feet 
Eh i 3°25 gallons 


f eal 


c 
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SPAIN. 


GRAND CANARY. 


Report by Vice-Consul Wetherell on the Trade and Oommerce ot the 
Island of Grand Canary for the Year 1875. 
Surepina and NaviGarion. 


Tue following table has been compiled from the registry kept at the 
office of the Board of Health. 


Nvumeber, Tonnage, and Crews of Vessels Entered and Cleared at 
the Port of Las Palmas during the Year 1875. 


Countries. Number. Tons. Crews. 
Spanish .. “A aie ee 939 49,563 10,548 
English .. ote ac 5c 75 54,244 5,449 
French .. ae ne ae 26 10,321 1,615 
German.. ave 50 os 4 836 29 
United States . s xe 5 1,937 51 
Dutch .. a ie Ae 3 A415 . 17 
Portuguese Re te 2 278 14 
Italian .. os ee 2 354 20 
Total Paes i ck. w Mo LOU 117,948 17,748 
Of the 939 Spanish vessels there came from :— 
Number. Tons Crews 
America .. 49 5 6 1,201 80 
Foreign ports (Europe) .. 9 767 84 
Spanish 3 ie 924 45,595 10,384 
Total 36 oe 939 49,563 10,548 


I cannot state the accuracy of the above figures as regards other 
vessels than British, but as my own account of these differs materially 
from that of the Board of Health, I feel bound to subjoin it separately. 


Britisu Vessels Entered and Cleared at the Port of Las Palmas 
during the Year 1875. 


Class. 


Men-of-war 


‘ 36 3,300 
Merchant steamers as 2,169 
Sailing vessels 107 


Total 
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A considerable amount of this discrepancy is explained by the fact 
that the Board of Health has included the five men-of-war and their 
crews, but omitted their tonnage. 


Exports. 


The following table, compiled by a British merchant, shows the 
exportation of cochineal from Ist July, 1874, to 30th June, 1875, that 
is the Spanish financial year, which besides embraces the whole of one 
crop. 


Exrorr of Cochineal from the Island of Grand Canary between the 
1st July, 1874, and the 30th June, 1875. 


Countries. Bags. Weight. Value. 
| Quantity. Lbs. £ 
Great Britain .. wf 10,595 1,792,701 179,270 
France .. Bg ae 5,369 925,797 92,580 
ee ecm... 518 79,458 7,946 
Germany .. ae he 39 5,992 599 
ae 800 160,000 16,000 
Ss 38 5,451 545 

i See 17,359 2,969,399 296,940 


The above table does not include the shipments from the ports of 
Agaete and Galdar, almost the whole of which went {to Teneriffe in 
in transit and appears in the exports from that island. 

Of other articles exported no reliance can be placed on any 
statement as regards their quantity or value. About 46,000 lbs. of 
tobacco, value 2,300/., were shipped to Spain for the Government 
manufactories. Bullion was largely exported, but no correct figures 
_can be given as to the value. 


Imports, 


No trustworthy data whatsoever can be obtained as to the quantity 
or value of the imports into this island. The accounts are very 
carelessly kept, and as regards these articles that are subject to an 
import duty, the statements are enormously inaccurate. As no custom- 
house exists, here, the statistics are made from the returns furnished 
by the importers who (with very few exceptions), to avoid the duty, 
generally declare one-half or even one-fourth of the real quantity. 
However the total imports have decidedly decreased, though not to a 
great extent. The introduction of maize has increased, and as the 
whole has to be paid for in coin, the drain of bullion has been great. 


AGRICULTURE. 


This continued to decline steadily throughout the year 1875. An 
association which had been formed to arrest the fall in the price of 
cochineal, after doing much mischief, came to an ignominious end. 
The other society, whose object is to extend and improve the cultiva- 
tion of tobacco, has done some good. It is more ably and more 
honestly conducted, and its object is more legitimate; but it has yet 
had no time to produce much effect. The purchase by the Spanish 
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Government of some twenty tons of tobacco at so high an average price as 
1s. per lb., has induced many land owners and farmers to increase its 
cultivation, but it is not likely that the price will be maintained in view 
of the low quality of the article. The staple product, cochineal, 
although its cultivation must yield a loss at the present prices to all 
but the smallest landowners who have neither rent nor labour to pay, 
shows yet no sign of diminution in quantity ; the reason being probably 
that the cultivators are unwilling to destroy the fields of cactus that 
have cost them so much capital and labour, whilst they retain the 
slender and almost forlorn hope that cochineal may recover its former 
money value. Maize or Indian corn is now imported at a lower price 
than that at which it can be produced here, so that the importation has 
increased and the production diminished. 


Pusrtic WoRKS. 


These have consisted almost entirely in planting open spaces with 
shrubs and flowers; an improvement no doubt, but one that was 
scarcely called for in view of the state of the local finances, the 
enormous taxation, and the bad condition of the highways. Two new 
roads have been cut where they were not required, as sufficiently good 
roads existed in the same direction. 


Prsiic Press. 


This has in nowise improved. There are two political newspapers pub- 
lished about twice a week, and called “‘ La Prensa” and “ La Legalidad,”’ 
and a fortnightly review called “Tas Palmas.’’ The first is an organ of 
the Local Government; the review is not political, but professes to be 
purely scientific and commercial; it is, however, guided by political 
influence. 


EMIGRATION. 


This has greatly diminished and perhaps wholly ceased, not that the 
reasons in favour of emigration have disappeared, but that the 
emigrants cannot find a place to go to where they would not be worse 
off than here. ‘Those who went last year to Venezuela appear to be in 
a state of misery, and would return if they had the means. The labour 
market here is still overstocked, and only skilled artisans, of whom’ 
there are few, can find adequate employment. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The general prosperity of tlie island has continued in its downward 
tendency. The immediate cause of this decline is to be met with in the 
depreciation of cochineal, the only important product of a country that 
depends exclusively on its agriculture; but the ultimate causes are 
many and complicated. The large profits realized from cochineal in 
former years led to its exclusive adoption wherever the cactus could be 
made to grow. These profits were squandered in extravagance even 
before they were made, and as the value of the article fell, the growers 
found themselves in debt to the merchants. At last a time came when 
the production of cochineal yielded little or no proft, but there was no 
other product to take its place, and the growers were unwilling to cut 
down the cactuses in which they had employed so much of their capital. 
The production continued to increase, and the prices to diminish. The 
advances made by the merchants to the growers not being in many 
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cases covered by the value of the crops, credit was to a great extent 

suspended ; merchants would sell goods only for cash, and the sales not - 
only were diminished but had to be made at smaller profits. Coined 

bullion also had to be exported to cover the adverse balance of trade, 

and this increased the difficulty of exchange. 

I have stated that the immediate cause of the decline in prosperity 
was the depreciation of cochineal, and that this was brought about by 
the too extended production consequent upon large profits. But these 
profits were driven to an abnormal height by circumstances indepen- 
dant of any legitimate supply and demand. One was (and still is) the 
competition amongst the buyers, who are generally dealers in imported 
goods, and who not only are compelled to make their returns in 
cochineal (there being no other article of export) but obtain a readier 
sale thereby for their importations, either through barter or by causing 
more coin to circulate. This has tended to raise the price of cochineal 
here, and to lower it at the consuming markets, the loss by the shipper 
being covered by the profit on the sale of his importations. The 
margin between the profit on one article and the loss on the other 
became gradually less and less. 

Another circumstance consists in the gigantic frauds that have been 
committed here, and of which I shall mention two, as their effects are 
still being painfully felt. The first of these frauds was to ship a large 
number of bags filled with barley and stones on board a vessel called 
the “ Candida,” and to insure them as holding cochineal. The vessel 
was lost in most suspicious circumstances, but the shippers received 
the insurance money. A second and more pernicious fraud was the 
importation of a large quantity of false coin by two separate gangs of 
swindlers. One parcel is said to have been coined in Birmingham and 
is difficult of detection; it has a covering of perhaps 10 per cent. ot 
gold over a core that seems to be platinum, but is probably an alloy. 
The second importation came from Barcelona, and must have amounted 
to 120,000/. sterling nominal value. But, with the exception of one 
individual who was caught in the act of issuing a considerable quartity 
and sentenced to a fine, no one has been punished or even prosecuted. 
The coins I am now alluding to are covered by a thin film of gold, not 
more than 1 per cent. Their cost in Barcelona was (I am told on the 
best authority) 28 per cent. Even taking into account that it had to 
go through several hands before being issued, the profits must have 
been enormous, and the issuer could well afford a large loss on his 
purchases of cochineal, if he paid them with coin that at most would 
cost him but half its nominal value. This naturally helped to raise 
prices here, and to depreciate them in London and Marseilles for a 
time, but in the long run to lower the money value both in the 
producing and in the consuming country, though always more in the 
latter than in the former. 

I have described some of the chief sources from which, in my 
opinion, the decline of wealth is derived in this island :—lst, the 
dependence of the island solely on its agriculture; 2nd, the existence 
of but one agricultural product of any importance; 3rd, the deprecia- 
tion of the said product to a point at which its cultivation is un- 
profitable; 4th, the difficulty or impossibility of at once substituting 
another product that may yield better returns. This last difficulty has 
been tried to be met by the cultivation of tobacco, but a long period 
must pass before it is sufficiently extended and its quality rendered fit 
for consumption. Other articles such as coffee, silk, and so forth, are 
entirely neglected. It is probable, therefore, that the present de- 
pression may increase. 

Las Palmas, Grand Canary, April 10, 1876. 
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LANZAROTE. 


Report by Vice-Consui Topham on the Trade and Commerce of the 
Island of Lanzarote for the Year 1875. 


Tue failure of crops during the year ending the 31st December last, 
but more especially the ruinous price of cochineal, has had a most 
serious tendency towards the stagnation of business during the same. 
In the amount of imports from Great Britain and France there is a 
triflmg decrease as compared with 1874, and, although from Great 
Britain they exceed in value those from France, the exports of cochineal 
to the last-mentioned country continued to show an increase on the 
exports to Great Britain, owing to more favourable prices being 
obtained in France. The quantities shipped during the year are as 
follows:—To Franee, 138,900 lbs.; to Great Britain, 101,867 lbs.; 
difference 37,033 lbs. in favour of France; but prices in the British 
markets having improved as compared with France during the last two 
months, shipments to England have slightly increased, and there are 
appearances of its continuance. 

Taking the two years: of 1874 and 1875 the results are as 
follows :— 


Lbs. 
Difference in favour of France in 1874 aie or +. 190,099 
a Aa +9 1875 at; oie .- 38%;088 
Less difference for this year .. - .. td ie -. 158,066 


I see little prospect of improvement in trade uniess some other 
articles for exportation are discovered, or a much smaller quantity of 
cochineal is propagated. 

Tobacco grows well here, but this island being so windy the leaf is 
exposed to be torn, consequently of much less value. This makes 
people rather indifferent about making a trial. 


No. I.—Rerurn of British Shipping at the Island of Lanzarote in 
the Year 1875. 


Direct Trade in British Vessels from and to Great Britain and British Colonies. 


ENTERED. 
a 
Total Number of Vessels. Total Tonnage. Total 


Number Value of 


it f 
With In Total. Orsad Cargoes. 


Cargoes.! Ballast. Total. 


£y. Bund. 


20 fe 20 7,077 854 | 6,526 6 6 


“SOS ee, ‘ 
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CLEARED. 
: Total Number of Vessels. Total Tonnage. Total 

Total 

With | In With | In Nome) Value of 
Cargoes. | Ballast. Total. Cargoes.| Ballast. Total. Crews Cargoes. 
due Se Cs 
17 3 20 | 7,433 344 | 7,777 354 | 8835 9 6 


No. IIl.—Rervry of British and Foreign Shipping at the Island 
of Lanzarote in the Year 1875. 


ENTERED. 
With Cargoes. In Ballast. Total. 
f Invoice 
Netto = - a Value 
$ g/3 Bo ttean es be 
Vessels. Z 4 E h Z 5 & a 2 Cargoes 
> a ‘S) > = ‘s) > = ‘S) 
po RE a 
British 20 7,777 354 20 Ais 354 6,526 6 6 
Spanish , 22 2,220 182 702 52 28 2,912 234 3,074 12 9 
French 16 7,267 398 i 16 7,267 398 3,918 0 0 
Italian 7 3 1,398 39 ie 3 1,398 39 107 910 
Total exe} GL 18,652 973 6 702 52 67 19,354 | 1,025] 13,626 9 1 
CLEARED, 
ry 
With Cargoes. In Ballast. Total. 
‘ { fe ae ee | Invoice 
ae igs a ‘ a a a Value 
o . o . o . m 8) 
Vessels. a a E PA a e FA A z Cargoes 
2 S 5 ee ) a 2 oS = 
> a o > - ‘S) a 5) 
Ses: he 
British ... eect BE 7,433 334 3 344 20 20 7,777 354 8,835 9 6 
Spanish ... eat 20 2,308 198 6 1,410 62 29 3,713 260 4,252 0 0 
French ... est 16 7,267 898 one “6s oy 16 7,267 3898} 10,717 2 0 
Ttalian ... col ie) 1,398 BO) |) Tae a ree 3 1,398 39 | In transit for 
. Monte Video. 
Total ... aesyee OD 18,401 969 9 1,754 82 68 20,155 | 1,051] 238,804 11 6 


No. Il].—Rervxn of Foreign Shipping engaged in Direct and Indirect 
Trade in the Island of Lanzarote in the Year 1875. 


ENTERED. 


Direct Trade. Indirect Trade. Total. 
Nationality of Vessels. |__| 7 
Vessels.| Tons. | Vessels.| Tons. | Vessels.! Tons, 


ee a 


Spanish ar we 24 2,570 4 342 28 2,912 
French ey Me 16 7,267 + Je 16 7,267 
Ttaliaties xs A Apgar Se 3 1,398 3 1,398 

Total .. ..| 40 9,837 7 1,740 47 11,577 


esses nee EE 
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CLEARED. 
aa i meer 
Direct Trade. Direct Trade. Total. 


Nationality of Vessels. a ae 
Vessels, | Tons. | Vessels.| Tons, | Vessels.| Tons. 


ee | | | | | 


Spanish as ib 28 3,399 1 314 29 3,713 
French.. ae rs 16 7,267 as PY 16 7,267 
Ttalian, transit for 
River Plate .. a a 5 3 1,898 3 1,398 
Total as <% 44 10,666 4 1,712 48 12,878 


a SR PE RR A RR SL TNE SY 


Lanzarote, January 17, 1876. 
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TENERIFFE. 


Report by Acting-Oonsul Ldwards on the Trade and Commerce of the 
Island of Teneriffe for the Year 1875. 


Tux following foreign vessels have arrived and departed at this port 
of Santa Cruz, Teneriffe, during the year, viz. :— 


Nationality. re Tons. Crews. 
Spanish .. AN i 108 20,691 1,681 
French .. On ve 49 22,108 959 
United States .. Ls 21 5,450 462 
German .. re at 19 15,380 568 
Portuguese ie 2a 16 2,461 151 
Italian .. <a re 6 4,032 149 
Argentine asf “E 2 2,080 142 
Dutch Hh ea am 1 126 5 

Total .. Da a 222 72,328 4,117 
Of the above— 


Twenty-four Spanish vessels were the mail steamers from and to 
Cadiz twenty ‘times. 

Kighteen French vessels were the periodical calls of the Marseilles 
and Morocco line of steamers. 

Two French vessels were the first calls here of the “ Chargeurs 
Réunis”’ Company’s steamers between Havre and South America. 

Fifteen German vessels were the periodical calls of the “ Kosmos” 
line of steamers between Hamburgh and South America. 

Seventeen American vessels, with 4,216 tons and 416 crews, were 
whalers that called here for fresh provisions and water. 

The Argentine Steamship Company got into difficulties, and ceased 
running. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Cochineal— As this article continued to fall in value in all the 
European markets throughout the year, the proceeds of sales barely 
paying the cost of cultivation, and in most cases leaving considerable 
losses to growers and shippers, the position of landowners and renters 
has been seriously affected, many of them being heavily indebted for 
advances taken in previous years on the spot, as well as from merchants 
in England, and every year less able to meet their liabilities. 

Tobacco.—The attention of landowners hag thus been in a great 
measure attracted to the cultivation of tobacco, which, by greater care 
and experience, is improving in quality, and promises to become one of 
the principal exports, and to be the means of restoring some prosperity 
to the islands. The Spanish Government purchased in 1875 30,661 
kilos. for its manufactories. 

Wines.—Many landowners have likewise turned their attention 
again to the cultivation of vines, and the wines of this island are thus 
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increasing annually in quantity. The otdiwm is gradually dying out, 
and where it still appears is successfully checked by sulphuring. The 
Phylloxera has as yet not appeared in any of the vineyards, 

Potatoes and Onions.—The usual considerable quantities of potatoes 
and onions were produced, and a large portion shipped during the 
spring to the West Indies. 

Silk.—The small quantity of silk produced in the Orotava district 
was shipped to France and Spain. 


TRADE 


has been much curtailed by the lack of profits and by the losses on 
cochineal, and the position of traders and merchants has been in many 
cases as critical as that of the cochineal planters. Imports and 
previous stocks, although diminished, have exceeded the purchasing 
power of the community, and competition, with its attendant sacrifice 
of profits, as well as a portion of cost, has been ‘the result. The main 
cause of this unfavourable state of affairs is, as J have stated, the extreme 
depression of the cochineal markets. But I am informed that trade 
has been affected in no slight degree by the diminution of the con- 
siderable remittances of funds from emigrants in Ouba to their families 
here since the establishment of a paper currency there, which renders 
transfer of money to these islands very difficult and expensive. 


INTERINSULAR STEAM NAVIGATION. 


The project of a British Company, alluded to in Mr. Consul 
Grattan’s report, 1874, has not been realized. é 


Pustic Works. 


The carriage road to Guimar, branching from the Santa Cruz and 
Laguna highway, was completed, and the carriage road from Orotava to 
Realejo was finished. New quarters and store-house for the military 
engineers were commenced at Santa Cruz. There was little or no 
progress in the Santa Cruz mole works. The mole at Santa Cruz, in 
the island of La Palma, was completed. 


EMIGRATION 


to Venezuela, Brazil, and the River Plate continued, influenced 
partly by the decay in agriculture and trade, and partly by emigration 
agents. 


Santa Cruz, Teneriffe, July 20, 1876. 
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SWEDEN AND NORWAY. 


STOCKHOLM. 


Report by Consul Segrave on the Trade and Commerce of Sweden 
Sor the Year 1875. 


THE recent publication of the trade returns of Sweden for 1874, 
enables me now to supplement with official statistics the summary 
contained in a former report. 


Forzien TRapE. 


The following Table I. shows the import and export trade of the 
kingdom for 1874 :— 


Articles. 


Value of Value of 
Imports. Exports. 
Kronor. Kronor 

Cattle, beasts s 639,196 7,088,714 
Provisions (animal) .. 19,909,850 7,384,841 
Grain, and prodact of .. 38,665,332 41,912,501 
Colonial goods .. 38,876,171 62,763 
Fruit and vegetables 4,533,568 125,293 
Wines and spirits 10,494,165 502,885 
Spinning, materials for. . 21,918,668 324,237 
Yarn, thread, &c., &c... 9,455,812 299,345 
Textiles .. ao oe 49,389,950 2,353,597 
Bones, hides, &c., &e. .. 14,010,875 1,009,677 
Ditto, manufactured 1,257,798 146,853 
Tallow, oil, tar .. 9,058,377 1,089,075 
Ditto, manufactured 1,049,171 188,964 
Timber, sawn and hewn 1,296,679 103,927,682 
Ditto, worked up 1,129,948 7,526,577 
Colours, dyes, &c. 2,474,585 185,138 
Vegetable products 6,855,492 813,410 
Paper and paper goods.. a 2,506,656 2,769,119 
Vegetable products, manufactured 191,477 16,469 
Mineral ores Ag 19,836,094 1,239,615 
Ditto, manufactured 2,762,552 652,047 
Ships, carriages, machinery 21,092,182 1,877,463 
Metals, unwrought 10,896,263 45,328,955 
. Ditto, manufactured 18,101,475 1,463,685 
Coin and specie .. on 3,852,620 4,545,170 
Articles not enumerated 1,567,571 498,148 
Total .. 306,810,019 233,332,229 

Or in sterling at 18 kronor par 17,045,0012, 12,962,9010. 


Showing a balance against Sweden on the year’s trade of 4,082,1007. 
The increase in imports over those of the preceding year, as shown 
in the above return, amounts to 15 per cent., whilst the exports appear 
only to haye increased about 5 per cent., a further proof, if any were 
required, of the increasing wealth and prosperity of the people at large. 
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The increase in imports consisted mainly in provisions (animal), 
grain, spirits, textiles, vegetable products, machinery ; whilst a decrease 
was observed in groceries, thread and yarn, mineral ores, coin and 
specie. 

Table II. shows the proportions in which the local trade is shared 
by several foreign states :— 


States. Value of Value of 
Imports. Exports. 

Kronor. ° Kronor. 
Great Britain A -.| 90,861,000 126,788,000 
Norway .. He -.| 15,042,000 7,464,000 
Finland .. .. ..| 6,091,000 4,507,000 
Rustin 6.) iu. F981, 941,008 1,799,000 
Denmark .. on .-| 53,630,000 31,717,000 
North Germany .. --| 62,712,000 14,295,000 
Netherlands 4c .«| 11,336,000 5,238,000 
Belgium .. .. ..| 6,494,000 10,529,000 
France ..  ..  ..| 10,738,000 19,806,000 
Portugal .. .. ~..| 1,406,000 2,319,000 
Spain “4 an sie 1,860,000 2,452,000 
United States a 45 8,290,000 2,076,000 
Italy .| 1,187,000 279,000 


punt | olen! “301! eaks.o00 762,000 


the balance being divided in unimportant amounts amongst other 
countries. 

It will be observed that England, France, and Belgium are the only 
countries taking Swedish exports in excess of their own productions. 
The large excess of imports from Russia is mainly due to the short 
harvest, and the consequent purchase of rye, the staple food of the 
Swedish peasant in that country. 

It would thus appear that the British trade with Sweden in 1874 
amounted in value to about 40 per cent. of the entire trade of the 
country. 

Tables III. and IV. show the principal goods which constitute the 
trade between Great Britain and Sweden, and the money value of the 
same as compared with the previous year :— 


- 
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Imports. Value in Value in 
1878. 1874. 
Kronor. Kronor. 


Gold (unwrought) .. 
Manures (artificial 


2,465,000 | 1,878,500 
1,419,533 | 1,120,012 


Hides (raw) 1,428,140 863,816 
» tanned 1,180,790 999,443 
Tron (pig) .. 1,180,217, . 936,828 
ee ae 4,946,890 | 6,550,200 
Coffee 9,178,550 5,687,136 
Gold coin . wa 3 4,616,000 12,000 
Agricultural implements,. 7,527,391 9,846,855 
Sugar (raw) He 1,252,810 588,885 
Coals Me 15,458,917 13,099,849 
Wool (raw).. 1,931,565 | 1,268,098 
Textiles— 
Cotton 8,644,227 5,091,957 
Woollen .. 4,888,397 6,606,378 
Pork a a ne Ay ..| 2,754,700 | 3,653,080 
Yarn and cotton, dyed and unbleached ..} 3,498,012 4,001,448 
Treacle a os Be 631,385 1,228,048 


The balance being made up by numerous other articles in compara- 
tively insignificant value. 


Exports. Value in Value in 
1873. 1874. 
Kronor. Kronor. 

Tron— 

ee Ce SCs. CC | 6,809,048 | B87 460 

Bar en AS ye AG ..| 16,037,827 | 12,767,447 

Sheet .. ae 0 4 «s| 2,724,150 2,480,366 

Blooms .. aa Ye an «| 1,634,409 947,930 
Beasts, cattle Se se He ..| 3,318,600 2,141,856 
Paper v4 ae AC na «| 2,119,932 2,224,441 
Butter x SE rs ee «o| 2,876,515 2,473,850 
Grain— 

Oats 5% arg es es o+| 25,244,256 30,031,995 

Barley .. ne a ae .-| 1,750,887 2,826,576 
Wood pulp.. wa ne as .-| 1,186,550 826,040 
Timber— 

Pit props aD ee = «-| 3,253,051 3,087,834 

Baulks and spars over6x6 .. -..] 5,807,744 5,509,412 

4 } .. under6x6é.. seiliineed Ga000 1,427,092 

Boards and planks... ae .-| 40,844,480 | 45,051,455 
Matches e A ae os] 1,824,545 2,161,013 
Steel Ag ale sp ae or 828,160 2,926,329 


As in Table III., articles exported in small quantities or value are 
omitted in the above returns. 

The preceding tables represent the entire trade of Sweden, and it 
is only by calculations based on the customs revenue, that one can 
arrive at an approximate estimate of the proportion centred in this 
consular district. __ 

It appears that the revenue derived from customs in Sweden during 
the year 1874 amounted to 1,588,571. Of this amount, Stockholm 
paid 755,497/., and the outports of the district 159,726/., thus, about 
60 per cent. of the entire trade of the country was centred in this 
consular district. 
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Domestic TRADE. 


Mines.—The mineral trade of Sweden gave employment ipeiae the 
year to 28,557 hands. 

Seventeen accidents occurred, resulting in death in six cases, 

The following shows the product of the chief minerals in the 
kingdom :— 


Table V. 
Minerals Quantity Increase and 
: : Decrease. 
Centners. Per cent. 
Tron and steel, various descriptions. . 35,202,460 + 84 
Copper an ee oe Se 22,574 —14 
Coals .. bie ate ne 2 2,729,610 +11 
Zine: es ‘fs rin Be 663,365 + 2 
Facrortss. 


Different trades and factories gave employment to the population in 
the following proportions :— 


Number. 
Factory hands—Men .. ate ae -. 38,030 
- Women.. a aie ee 15,304 
Mechanics. . oe a ¥ ee oe DGL9. 
Journeymen ss vs as 50 -. 25,416 


And the total value of production amounted to 146,869,249 kronor, 
or at the rate of about 85/. a head of the working ‘population, and 
showing an increase over the previous year of 9,998 working men and 
of 32. 10s. per head as the value of production. 

The following are the chief factories in the kingdom and the value 
of their product :— 


Table VI. 
Description of Factory Number Value of 
1 : Reduction. 
Kronor. 

Cotton, spinning .. ea 21 13,843,547 
» weaving ys “5 19 9,804,793 
Dyeing as as Ae 364 2,612,859 
Glass .. ve is 2 31 2,833,183 
Candles x w a0 8 2,098,548 
Tanneries .. 693 7,848,375 
Implements and machiner ys. 87 19,521,958 
Oa. ke nn oF 35 2,578,813 
Paper .. ss ae Ss 75 8,199,562 
Porcelain a ae or 2 2,231,021 
SUK ORY 3.5 vs AG 2 1,203,759 
Sugar .. oe os age 12 18,404,422 
Soap .. a ‘fo Wo 11 2,206,223 
Tobacco iA hohe phy “ts 102 8,902,134 
Matches a an bs 31 4,635,163 
Wool .. “4 is | ue 758,126 
Cloth .. a ae ais 52 18,522,152 


In addition to which, the local production of brandy or native spirit 


a 
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amounted to 19,329,479 kanns, to the approximate value of 33,975,471 
kronor, the whole of which is consumed in the country. 

This return shows an increase of 64 per cent. on the production of 
the previous year. 

These returns afford convincing proof of the great increase in the 
wealth of the people at large, but there are certain counterb alancing 
facts which are by no means gratifying. « 

Thus in the year 1873 the consumption of imported and home-made 
wines and spirits averaged 9s. 4d. a head of the population in value, 
and that of groceries, including tobacco, Ls. 6d. a head. 

During the year 1874, now under revision, the average consumption 
of spirits and wines rose to 11s. 3d. a head of the population i in value, 
and 6% gallons in quantity. During the same period the consumption 
of groceries and tobacco had fallen to an average of 9s. 104d. 

It would appear, then, as if what was economized in groceries in the 
latter year had been spent in spirits. And, in taking note of these 
figures, the fact must be borne in mind that Swedish women are, to 
their great honour, considering the example set them, remarkably and 
exceptionally temperate. A drunken woman is a rare, almost an 
unknown, phenomenon in Sweden. Hence it may be assumed that the 
spirits consumed represent the consumption by men alone, whilst the 
consumption of groceries, exclusive of tobacco, represents that of entire 
families. 

People in London who complain of the quality and price of their 
gas, might derive some consolation from knowing how much worse off 
their neighbours are than themselves. 

It is assumed that the average price of gas coal in London is 
1l. 4s. 6d. a ton, and at this price the London gas companies supply 
gas equal to the prescribed standard of sixteen candles, at an averago 
cost to the consumer of 3s. 10d. per 1,000 feet. 

In Stockholm the price of gas is 7s. 10d. per 1,000 feet. Its illumi- 
nating power is probably 20 per cent. below that of London gas, and 
yet coals cannot cost the company more than they do in London, their 
average price on board ship being 1/. ls. a ton, and their being no 
duties of any sort to pay. 


Savines Banks. 


Tn 1874 there were in Sweden 271 savings banks—viz., 92 in towns 
and 179 in the country, and of these the following statisties may prove 
interesting. During that period there were— 


Number. Kronor. 

New depositors .. oe cit Ts ..{ 110,831 

Withdrawals... so aes ie S 83,752 rf. 

Sum invested .. ee ee AB ae 35,962,766 
Interest added to accounts a We a0 iis 4,450,945 
Sums withdrawn .. oe ats 21,939,102 
Actual shareholders at the st of year. . -.| 563,857 or 

Funds deposited .. ; Ax ae Ae ae 106,255,037 
Reserve and capital ie aie ais oe AS! 5,577,918 

——— 


The moveable and immoveable property in the kingdom had in- 
creased in value from 157,500,000, at which it stood in 1864, to 
264,500,000, the declared value | in 1874. 


[641] 5 Pp 


i) 


632 SWEDEN AND NORWAY. 


SHIPPING. 


The following is the return of British shipping at the port of 
Stockholm in 1874, the largest amount ever entered: — 


Table VII.—EnrTEernp. 


Steam. Sail. 
Number .. se ae 38 161 
Tons ae 4 Le 19,087 42,058 
Crews we He ua 707 1,330 


Table VIII.—CiEaRrep. 


team. Sail, 
Number .. ie Se 38 158 
Tons a ae “e 19,087 41,309 
Crews ae se ma 707 1,301 
Toran. 
Vessels. Tons. Crews. 
199 61,145 2,008 


The following (Table IX.) shows the return of British shipping at 
Stockholm during the past five years :— 


Years. Number. Tons. Crews. 
1870 aie ae 95 29,293 972 
87 tamer 76 22,044 1,200 
1872 ate aft 140 48,795 1,406 
1873 an me 116 35,944 1,178 
1874 eisthel yie'e 199 61,145 2,087 . 


The import trade between Great Britain and Sweden gave employ 
ment in 1874 to 2,230 vessels. of an aggregate burthen of 178,515 
nylastre. Of these there were— 


Number. 
Swedish .. ie nS Ae at w (LL 
British ae Sa ae re ag S 596 
Norwegian .. de ee we £4 TS 
Under 1 various foreign flags Ne a we 338 


™ The exports to Great Britain were carried in 4,442 vessels, with a 
burthen of 359,914 nylastre. Of these there were :— 


Number, 
Swedish .. oH oo as be asin SDO2 
Norwegian .. 4 Be Fe ie -« 1,009 
British sid ag ane we ie 785 


Various foreign flags a 5 Ne «Tae 


. 
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The total carrying trade of the country employed 23,140 vessels of 
1,029,787 nylastre, and of these Swedish were 52 per cent. in number, 
and 40 per cent. burden; British 8 per cent. in number and 16 per 
cent. burden, thus showing that although the share which British 
shipping has taken in the local carrying trade has decreased 14 per 
cent. in number, it has increased 12 per cent. in burden. 

As a ruie Swedish shipping has not of late years increased very 
rapidly, nevertheless during 1874 135 vessels of 10,870 nylastre were 
added to the mercantile marine of the country, yet during the same 
period 2,076 officers and 16,603 Swedish seamen were serving under 
foreign flags, possibly from want of sufficient remunerative employment 
at home, but no doubt also in consequence of the high rate of wages 
they command from their reputation as good seamen and trustworthy 
men. From all I have been able to gather they fully deserve this 
character, and nowhere are better seamen to be found than in Sweden. 


Coasting TRADE. 


The coasting trade in this consular district gave employment to 
1,521 vessels of an agregate tonnage of 19,221 nylastre, being an 
increase, as compared with 1870, of 376 vessels and 6,494 nylastre. 

The eastern coast of Sweden is well lighted, nevertheless the Baltic 
and Gulf of Bothnia still maintain the evil reputation which they have 
earned as dangerous and intricate waters to navigate. Doubtless to 
foggy weather at the outset, and to fogs, snow storms, and short days 
at the close of the navigation, many of the casualties which annually 
occur are to be attributed. Nevertheless to the employment of old 
worn out and an altogether inferior class of vessels, and as a conse- 
quence of inferior crews, many are still to be attributed. The great 
majority of the casualties are strandings, and fortunately are not very 
fatal to human life. 

During the year 1874 the number of casualties. which occurred to 
British vessels in this consular district amounted to twenty-eight, as 
below :— 


Casualty. Steam. Sail. 
Stranding .. aC ce a 6 10 
Fire’... is ae ae 39 ae 2 
Collision ae o- we as ar 2 


Miscellaneous 3% oc at Ae 8 


None of these casualties resulted in the loss of human life. 

During the same period there occurred to foreign vessels 132 
casualties; thus it would appear that whilst British shipping only 
represented 8 per cent. of the entire trade, it represented 21 per cent. 
of the casualties. It is perhaps, however, as well to exercise some 
caution in accepting these calculations as reliable, and for this reason : 
the returns of casualties to British shipping are taken from the consular 
records, whereas those to foreign shipping are taken from Swedish 
sourees, and there are grounds for assuming that what are required by 
the Board of Trade to be returned as casualties are omitted in the 
Swedish returns. 

The result of recent investigations into; he snatter goes to prove 
that in carrying out salvage operations, that due regard sar “sine 

P 


168-4 SWEDEN AND NORWAY. 


of shipowners and insurers, which is so desirable, is not always observed, 
and it is obviously in the interests of those concerned, to make their 
arrangements that contracts of salvage, whenever they may un- 
fortunately be necessary, should be entered into with the salvors 
directly without passing through the hands of third parties. 

Table X. shows the total amount of foreign shipping trading to 
Sweden in 1874. 


Flag. : Number. Burthen. 

Nylastre. 

Norwegian oa ate a ie 2,293 200,162 
Finnish .. os te 45 50 1,034 58,189 
Russian .. ts a ns an 117 3,342 
Danish .. te a oi ahs 3,357 79,206 
German .. ae i S 9 1,098 49,928 
Netherlands .. 55 ae fis 386 21,595 
Belgian .. ee 28 a wa 6 379 
French .. Fc 50 op 4 224 . 11,766. 
Austrian Ao ne a ic 1 117 
American ae te ae oe 19 3,199 
British .. ia 5c ae a4 906 86,748 


eS 


Showing an average tonnage for foreign vessels of 171 tons, and for 
British of 326. 

Foreign steamships numbered in the above 2,057, with an average 
burthen of 111 tons. 

British steamers numbered 255, and their average burthen was 575 
tons. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Table XI. shows the amount and different descriptions of live stock 
in Sweden in 1874:— 


Description. Number. 
Horses a Fc ce me $8 455,507 
Horned cattle nye On a are 2,181,394 
Sheep 46 Je Ac ee ee 1,695,434 
Goats ek ae — axe ae 121,184 
Swine ie wa a br ae 421,795 


The harvest in Sweden in 1874 was below the average, causing a 
large importation of rye from abroad, chiefly from Russia, and a 
considerable decrease in the export of oats, which go mainly to: 
England, but which, however, was not apparent till the following year. 

The produce of the harvest may be estimated approximatively as: 
below :— 

Millions of Quarters. 


Wheat eid sh he NG e " z 
Rye .. as dé 22 G re 
Barley ala Bc A are 6 23 
Oats .. es ae Be 50 x 32 
Potatoes .. . eis 4 F 64 


North of latitude 61°, wheat can only be cultivated exceptionally. 


a 
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In the province of Norrbotten the oat crop did not ripen, and was 
cut green as fodder for cattle. 
Beans are not grown north of Gefle. 


PopuLaTiIon. 


The population of Sweden at the end of 1874 was computed to 
amount to 4,341,559, showing an average density of about twenty-seven 
per square mile English. During the year there was an increase on 
the entire population of 43,487, or 1:01 per cent. of the population. 
The urban population increased, however, 6 per cent. on that of the 
preceding year, whereas the rural population only increased 0-4 per 
cent. 


BirvuHs. 


There were during the year 133,249 births, of which 103 per cent. 
were illegitimate, the proportion of illegitimate to legitimate births in 
Stockholm being 86°5 per cent., showing an improvement over the 
preceding year to the extent of about 2 per cent. During the same 
period there were— 


Stillborn infants .. bs * = +. 4,598 

Of which illegitimate aie ae sir e 656 

Double births e on oe me we 1,998 

Triple’ 5; ie ise ne an a 24 

Quadruple birth .. ue a ee Se 1 
Darus. 


The deaths during 1874 numbered 87,760, being at the rate of 
20°30 per 1,000 of the entire country; during the same year the 
average death-rate in Stockholm was a fraction over thirty-seven per 
1,000,000, The average age at death was thirty-three years. 

There were deaths during the year— 


From childbirth .. ae a 3 ae 561 
Epidemics... as ne ats 3e .. 15,289 
Cholera .. as ue ae Se sf 56 
Accidents .. an os sa as et ABO 
Intemperance .. te i) oe ae 1,291 
Suicide .. ae Ain et Ae Rs 394 


The most fatal month in the year was May, and the healthiest 
October. 


EMIGEATION. 


The following shows the number and destination of emigrants :— 


Norway Ke i on 2 es .. 1,560 
Denmark .. 56 ote ac oe ae 600 
Germany .. ae ate ee a an 589 
America .. aa oF oe brs +e —8,880 


bh a decrease on the previous year of 5,789. 
he following Table XII. shows the numbers and occupations of 
the various classes of the population :— 
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Occupations. Number. 
Agriculture ve A os ie Sy 2,309,790 
Mines and factories ine AG se oF 410,371 
Trade shipping transport ar Be a 139,916 
Employed by State ea and ae. a se 217,089 
Education and literature, <- oa | oe eeeree 
Tending sick and poor .. i as : 10,557 


Unclassed .. a ne ae 4 re 1,053,991 


EpvUcAtion. 


The opinion generally prevails that the Swedes are the most 
educated people in Europe. Whether this is one of those loose state- 
ments which for years are current and generally coincided in until 
officially tested, there are no méans available here for decision. In the 
meantime, t the following figures are submitted in connection with 
education in this country. 

Table XIII. shows the number of common schools, pupils, and 
teachers. , 


Schools, Number. Pupils. Teachers. 
Infant schools . : ..| 3,676 | 186,183 3,797 
Parish schools, heed =a 1,164 153,928 4.008 
i moveable 4 2,463 " 214,784 4 
Primary schools as a 17 10,972 TT, 


These schools were supported by grants amounting to 829,824. or 
3,416,836 kronor, of which the State contributed 842,908 kronor and 
the communes 2,573,928 kronor, or at the rate of 1?d. a week for each 
pupil. 


INDIGENCE. 


in the year 1870, the last year for which official returns are ayail- 
able, 4°90 per cent. of the population were in receipt of relief as paupers, 
costing the country on an average 63d. a head per week. 

In 1874, 2,500,0007. sterling were spent on spirits, and 80 per cent. 
of the crime committed ' in the country was the result of excessive 
drinking. 


CRIME. 


The average number of prisoners in the jails was, during 1874, 
4,096. There remained at the end of the year, convicts, 2,626, and 
vagabonds s, 8,704. The prisoners in jails earned on an average Ohi. per 
day a head, whilst their cost to the country averaged 54d. a day. 
There were ‘during the year convictions: before various courts number- 
ing 44,379, of which about 30 percent. were crimes committed through 
drunkenness or its resuits. 


There were assaults “ is an os GQjatze 
Theft, various degrees... “ re .. 2,492 
Murder A ie Br allt bs en 167 


There was one execution. 


-_s 


Rey |, heh ote ke 
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Pusric Works. 


There were in 1874 1,857 miles of railway working, divided between 
thirty-three lines, showing an increase during the year of 283 miles. 
The average cost of Swedish railways is, according to the official returns, 
4,313/, a mile (English), but this is presumed only to take in the actual 
cost of way, without rolling-stock, rails, or buildings. It must be 
remembered, however, that land costs little or nothing. Raw material 
in the shape of timber caa be had to any extent on the spot, and the 
engineering difficulties are trifling. The great expense must be in 
rolling-stock and rails, the larger proportion of which come from abroad. 
The country is now, however, making laudable efforts, and with fair 
prospects of success, to produce both the one and the other at home. 
The railways carried during the year—passengers, 5,334,026; goods, 
5,438,540 tons. The gross receipts from traffic amounted to 1,219,680/., 
the expenditure to 684,000/. Each passenger paid on an average a 
fraction over 4d. per mile for his journey, and each ton of goods 24d. a 

~ mile, The average proportion of expense to receipts is 52 per cent., 
and the ayerage dividend 5 per cent. 


Per cent. 
One railway pays over oi Ae teva Ae a Ue 
Four between. . sis ve -» 10 per cent. and 15 
Eleven ,,  .. <e ws at meee Pie 4: 
Seventeen under... a 6) sc =f 3 


The State railways pay s *e ar -. 456 


TELEGRAPHS. 


In 1874 there were 1,057 geographical miles of telegraph, with 
2,511 miles of wire, and 159 stations. 

There were despatched 971,659 messages. The gross income was 
68,315/.; net ditto, deducting expenditure, 9,6797. 


1875. 
The following sketch of the trade for 1875 may prove interesting, 


although it may possibly vary slightly from the official return, the 
publication of which may be looked for some twelve months hence. 


Forrran Trap. 


The average increase and decrease on the different articles of the 
import and export trade of Sweden in 1875 are shown on tho other 
side. 
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SWEDEN AND NORWAY. 


Table XIV.—Imports. 


Quantity 
Article, or Increase. | Decrease. 
Value. 
Per cent. | Per cent. 
Cotton +e ..| Skalpand .. ae 34 
Spirits 5 re ¢ .| Value ne Ae 72 
Salt fish ite . : Cubic Fot .. 14 us 
Coffee. . ; : Skalpand .. 11 “ 
Paper.. on ; = rs sy a0 13 
Implements and machinery . | Value ; 12 
Salt 2 AR a ..| Cubie Fot .. dk 7 
Treacle 35 ..| Quantity .. 3 ofa 
Sugar, raw .. as es ae 
» refined } se #2 ats 
Barley 2 va aS ye 65 
Rye : rs = 37 
Wheaten flour | FA 10 11 
Rye meal E an 50 
Coal and coke ie : 3 16 ae 
Tobacco ie és at ee = ag 35 
Wool . Fy ata oe it as af 18 
Wine .. 43 7 as 5 4 Ae 12 
* ay : Value ts et 16 
Cotton textiles Quantity .. ofa 25 
Woollen textiles Ae % he iC 26. 
Linen and hemp textiles .. a3 oe ee 19 
Table X V.—Exporrs. 
Quantity 
Article. or Increase, | Decrease. 
Value. 
Per cent. | Per cent. 
Iron, cast... he a .| Quantity .. 17 ‘6 
ghar rie rie ae é 3s a 20 hae 
patOTe ed Mac a see 3 + ae 32 ve 
» ore a An de As PP at! 9 = 
Paper.. ot : oe 21 oe 
Implements and machinery ae ..| Value oe a 25 
Sugar, refined sco ure oe -.| Quantity .. A 20 
Oats .. 5c: oe Sc ia os 5 es 20 eel 
Wheat Ne se ae : 3 ! 176 a5 
Barley “ We “0 a 30 fy : 32 sc 
Timber rir) sis Ac ao 30 es oe tee s 
Balks and spars os 38 a Se £ ae a 21 
Deals and battens .. ci we a rr 5a 2 we 
Matches oe 2 5 AG Ke Pi 20 oe 


‘ 


The customs receipts of the kingdom show a decrease on those of 
the previous year of 238,46117., whilst those of Stockholm decreased by 


198,784. 
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SHIPPING. 


Table XVI.—Suows the Amount of British Shipping Entered the 
Port of Stockholm in 1875. 


Steam. Sail. 
Nnmber wa re 49 105 
Tone... 5A i“ 23,791 29,778 
Crews .. ae a 854 31 
Toran 
Ships Tons Crews 
154 58,569 1,791 


showing on the preceding year an increase of steam shipping amount- 
ing to eleven vessels, of 4,704 tons, and a decrease of sailing vessels 
amounting to fifty-six vessels, 12,280 tons, and 399 hands, or an 
aggregate total decrease of forty-five vessels, 7,576 tons, and 217 
hands. 

The mercantile marine of Sweden consisted, in 1875, of — 


Number. Burthen. 

Nylastre. 
Sailing vessels .. Ae 2,497 119,604 
Steamers .. ae a 461 17,950 


showing an increase of tonnage on the previous year amounting 
419,000 tons. 
The Stockholm shipping numbered— 


Number. Burthen. 

Nylastre. 
Sailing vessels .. ot 36 4,597 
Steamers .. oe ie 98 4,410 


SHIPPING CASUALTIES. 


The following statistics of casualties to shipping may prove inte- 
resting :—From 1863 to 1878 there occurred on the coasts of Sweden 
1,574 casualties to shipping; in 1874 there were 176; and in 1875, 
160. aking into consideration the very great increase in shipping 
these returns may be considered fairly satisfactory as compared with 
former years. 


AGRICULTURE. 


The harvest of 1875 may be said to have been an exceptionally 
good one. The following is the approximate estimate :— 


1640 SWEDEN AND NORWAY. 
Millions of 

Bushels, 
ES ee 
Rye’ .. sie oe a A as se. bese) 
Barley. . AP ae ate % a at 
Oats .. as “el ond ae ai none 
Potatoes ie ae ee < a oe O82 


The potato crop was reported good, though in many parts of the 


country damaged by rot. 

Other root crops a good average. 

The grain and seed « crops were little, if at all, inferior to the excep- 
tionally abundant harvest of 1870 and 1871, and the produce was more 
than one-third more than in 1874. At a low estimate, and taking the 
great increase in weight into consideration, the Statistical Depart- 
ment estimates the value of the increase in the harvest of 1875 at 
60,000,000 kronor, or about 3,300,000/.; and it is calculated that grain 
and flour to the value of 1,550,000/. have been exported from Sweden 
between Ist October, 1875, and 3lst March, 1876. 


Porpunbartion. 


The population of Stockholm at the end of 1875 was estimated at 
153,620, showing an\increaso of 3,174 over the returns of 1874. 
During the same period it was calculated that there were on an average 


1:73 persons to each room in the city, and one kitchen to every 6°50 


ersons. 
The births during the year were— ’ 

Legitimate .. om a 4 an «so 25959 

Illegitimate. . ae Ae se as oe ab2a6 

Total <ah «>. ts es ee 


Deaths amounted to 4,427, showing a decrease of population under 
that head of 223 souls. 

The following shows the value of real property held by aliens of 
different nationalties in Sweden:— 


Danish subjects to value Ye oh oes» 1,740,062 


British —_,, i bee ed lee ee 
German ay 5 AE 55 ae 59,500 
Swiss a 33 ia of uF 24,000 
Russian a re a on Ae 1,600 


There are, however, several large properties not included in the 
above, the value of which is not stated. The property held by British 
subjects is mainly mining Naeger whilst that in the possession of 
Danes is chiefly agricultural. 


‘ Nore explanatory of Weights and Measures. 


18 Kronor=11., according to rate of exchange.” 
1 Nylastre =100 centner | ale ee sailing vessels 
= ons steamers. 
100 Skalpund =93°7147 Ibs. avoirdupois. 
100 Cubic fot =72°004 bushels English. 
1 Centner = 93°7147 lbs. 
100 Fot=97'410 English feet. 


Stockholm, May 31, 1876. 


~y 
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TRIPOLI. 


BENGAAZI. 


Report by Consul Henderson on the Trade and Commerce of Bengazi 
Jor the Year 1875. 


Te trade and commerce of Bengazi during 1875 show a falling off 
when compared with the returns of ‘the preceding year. The harvest 
having been but a poor one, the trade in cereals was very limited, and 
it is calculated that the value of the whole harvest did not exceed 
90,0002. 

The trade in live stock was also very restricted, 25,000 sheep only 
having been sent overland to Egypt. The trade with Malta hag almost 
ceased, as the prices of good animals were higher in Bengazi than in 
Malta, and there was therefore no inducement to export. 

The sponge fishermen had a successful season, and sold the greater 
pe of their sponges advantageously on the spot to an agent of a Paris 

ouse, instead of taking them to Greece as in former years. 

A ‘large increase is shown in the value of ostrich feathers and ivory 
exported during the year. This is owing to the opening up of the trade 
with Wadai, and I anticipate that this trade will become a very large 
and valuable one. 

Nearly every other item both in the export and import shows a 


falling off. 


Tvrorts. 
j £ 
Barracans ar a a ee ata 55,000 
Calico .. ye Ne At ae 80,000 
Colonial produce ae ae <a ae 10,000 
Dates .. HE as 30 ae a 5,000 
iTonN .s. Ae ae 5 ‘ 800 
Lead Aig wie NC ne we 500 
TRS 2S. ae ae ae ve 5 2,000 
(OL ae a0 ats aa A us 10,000 
Potatoes, . a a Re 4 400 
BeInSPe ns! a's ae fe ve Ne 6,000 
Bile Wi, ne ae ne be 4,000 
Soap... ts AN , ae ae 8,000 
Spirits .. OF 40 : ae ee 4,800 
Timber .. ite re aS eS . 1,000 
obacco, . an ne ra a5 KA 3,000 ° 
Wine “3 Y: a oe 3,200 
Sundries as Be ; ve 1,500 


——- 


Total .. st as 9 .. 140,200 
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Bark ~.5 es ae 

Barley .. as ad 

Wheat .. ite on 

uation ae 8 = 

Camels .. 4 ; 

Sheep .. 34 An 

Oxen .. os ore 

Wool -.. on #0 

huang feathers ie 

Py Sy é on 

oar Salt te ae ae 

: % Sponges. . . se 
Total; os Ain 6 181 mers 
Total imports .. aH : BAL 


Grand total .. 


Bengazi, December 31, 1875. 


we 
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TURKEY. 
BUCHAREST. 


Memorandum by Vice-Consul St. John upon the present Financial 
Situation of Rowmania. 
Francs. 
The budgetary deficit of 1871 was declared to be .. 18,700,000 
To cover the deficits upon the budgets of 1872, 1873, 
and 1874, the Treasury borrowed— 


Francs. 
From the Caisse de Depdts.. os | 95985,820 
By the Rente loan of 1875 .. .- 28,900,000 


Showing the deficits of 1872, 1873, and 1874 to be.. 38,885,320 


And the deficit for four years to be .. ae .» 52,585,320 


These deficits did not arise from outlay upon any public works 
which might be called assets. They simply arose from the general 
expenditure of the various branches of administration being allowed to 
exceed the revenues of the State. NHowsoever they arose, they may be 
said to-have been covered by the rente loan of 1875. 

All deficits since 1874 are uncovered, and it is the amount of such 
deficits which at present weighs upon the financial condition of the 
country. 

Appendix A proves that the revenues of 1875 were only 
- 88,208,505 fr., while the expenditure amounted to 105,599,887. fr., 
showing a deficit of 17,391,382 fr. 

Appendix B shows that the income of 1876 cannot be estimated 
above 87,330,500 fr., while the expenditure (making allowance for 
economies not yet effected) amounts to 104,148,991 fr. The budgetary 
deficit will therefore be 16,818,489 fr. 

The calculations upon which the budget of 1875 is based are incon- 
trovertible, and in regard to that budget as well as the one for 1876, 
the most favourable view has been adopted upon all doubtful items. 
Results will prove that the deficits above shown are below the mark. 

Looking forward to 1877, it will be found by Appendix C that the 
increased expenditure for interest upon the deficits of 1875 and 1876, 
and the outlay upon such part of the Crawley contract as must in that 
year be met, amount to 5,900,000 fr., against which we have to place 
1st, an annuity which expires; 2nd, a payment in 1875 which will not 
be repeated ; and 3rd, the increase by contract of the tobacco revenues. 
These three items represent 5,172,605 fr., and there is still left an 
increase of expenditure for 1877 of 727,395 fr. Thus, unless either 
income can be increased or expenditure diminished, the budget of 1877 
will show a deficit of 17,500,000 fr. Any material increase in income 
is not to be hoped for, as it is admitted on all hands that the present 
taxation weighs heavily upon the country. Economies, therefore, in 
expenditure of 17,500,000 fr. must be effected before an equilibrium 
can be established in the budget of 1877. Further, these economies 
can only be effected upon 54,000,000 fr. of the country’s expenditure, 
seeing that the tribute and annuities (which will amount in 1877 to 
52,000,000 fr.) cannot be diminished. 

In examining, item by item, that part of the expenditure upon 
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which economies are possible, it is evident that no important reduction 
can be made except upon the outlay of the ministry af war. We will 
suppose the -udget of that ministry for 1876 reduced from 22,500,000 
to 19,000,000 fr., and the question is how far it may still be reduced. 
» In 1872 the outlay of that ministry was 15.500,000 fr. If in 1877 
reductions were effected to the extent of 4,0U0,000 fr. below the cost of 
the administration in 1872, they would be of the greatest importance ; 
but this could only be done with great difficulty, and in the face of 
much opposition. Admitting, however, this opposition overcome, and 
an economy introduced of 7,500,000 fr., there will still remain a deficit 
of 10,000,000 fr. upon the budget of 1877. 

As it may be said, however, that 1877 is still distant, we will only 
refer here to the positive deficits of 1875 and 1876; they amount, as 
has been already shown, to 34,000,060 fr. By the end of this year a 
sum of at least 20,000,000 fr. will be required for part payment of the 
contract of Crawley. The Treasury has therefore necessity to provide 
for 54,000,000 fr. in 1876, and ignoring any budgetary deficit in 1877, 
it will have to provide in that year for the balance due upon the con- 
tract of Crawley, say 28,000,000 fr. Consequently, a loan of 
77,000,000 fr. effective is required. How and where can such a sum 
be raised? A public subscription was opened some time ago for 
16,600,000 fr. in Treasury bonds, but up to the present the subserip- 
tions do not exceed\2,000,000 fr. It is evident, then, that there is no 
hope of obtaining the’sum required for the wants of the Treasury from 
local sources. It must be got from western capitalists. 

With close upon two-thirds of all the revenues of the State required 
to pay its fixed annuities, with yearly deficits in the past, and only a 
very doubtful hope of an equilibrium being established between income 
and expenditure in the future, it 1s hardly to be expected that western 
capitalists will lend their money without a very solid and tangible 
security. i 


Bucharest, July 20, 1876. ' 
Appendix A. 
Bupazr, 1875. 
Fr. ie yy is C. 
Income— 
Direct taxes ce ae ey -. 21,604,420 27 
Indirect taxes aes Ae oF «. 989,950400 00 
From domains .. 4 $6 .. 22,963,045 84 
From the various ministries ac -- 10,126,823 24 
Divers ote os ve 31 ae 812,500 00 


~———— 95,457,189 35 
The Minister of Finance declared in March Jast that of the 

above budgetary estimates 17,000,000 fr. remained un- 

encashed, and he estimated the total loss at least He 7,248,688 78 


88,208,505 57 


Expenditure— Fr, ¢. 
Tribute) |. ee oe Bee et 927,000 00 
Interest on loans .. oe oye -» 16,816,496 84 
Subvention to railways .. ae ay 20872170 On 
Pensions .. ae ae AG Ae 2,260,789 389 
Civil list .. : ia 1,787,462 19 


_ Expenditure of the various ministers .. 57,435,663 72 s 
——— 105,599,887 81 


Deficit .. ie oe Ae ee eo. 17,891,882 24 


~~ 


BUCHAREST. 


Appendix B. 


Bupeer 1876. 


INCOME. 


Direct taxes “2 
Indirect taxes* - te std 
Domains = as ae 
Ministriest AG ot 
Sundries cic 

Revenue 


* Salt is noted ar 


But in 1874 only produced 


Slamps .. 
Only produced i in 1874... 


Customs .. 
Only produced in 1 1874.. ac 


Over estimate .. 


Estimate. 


irs 
21,238,601 
38,653,000 
22,212,855 
11,638,617 
$30,500 


..| 94,578,574 


Frances. 
5,000,000 
3,775,700 


.. 5,000,000 
4,461,647 
+ 9,980,000 
.. 8,590,314 


ee 


Probable 
Encashment. 


@. : Br c. 
83 20,000,000 00 
00 36,000,000 00 
47 | 20,000,000 00 
06 | 10,500,000 00 
00 830,500 00 


36 | 87,330,500 00 


Francs. 
1,224,300 
538,353 


1,389,686 


3,152,339 


+ It is known that many farms have not been leased this year, and there is also 


from estimate. 


‘included in estimate a sum of 2,000,000 fr. to be received for the first time from 
-colonists in Bessarabia. These things considered, it is safe to deduct 2,212,855 fr. 47 c. 


t Included in this sum is 5,000,000 fr. from the Roman-Verciorova Railway. 


This item is certainly exaggerated by 1,000,000 fr.; in 1874 revenue was only 


1,739,577 fr. 84. There is “algo a sum of 500, 000 fr. profit from the Caisse des 
Depéts. After the extensive frauds recently committed upon that establishment, 


half of this profit mey be deducted—say 250,000 fr. 
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EXPENDITURE. 
‘oa revenue .. re ae 
Tribute .. : re ac “aS oe 


Interest on loans. . 5 S 
Interest on 16,000,000 fr. of Treasury Bonds 
offered to public, six nghaie at 10 ze cent. 


perannum .. es 4 4 ate 
Subventions to railways... ps sie és 
Pensions .. aie ae 5 sis 
Civil List.. ni es a0 
Ministries— 
Finance ee 53 Ee ae Sc 
Interior fs aly ee ae oe 


Public Works— 
Budget of administration 5,670,932 91 
Payment to Bergman and 


Lemaitre .. ne 2,562,605 37 
Instruction .. ar oie Ae 34 
Justice.. AS oes - oe ay 
Exterior Na aie As AC 
War— 


Budget ae aC 
Credits accorded 


18,499,760 00 
3,950,000 00 


Council of Ministers +, oe 55 
Extraordinary expenses.. os 


As the year is already far advanced, and it is 
only upon the Ministry of War that any 
imporiant reduction can be made, it is im- 
possible to estimate the economies likely to 
be made until the 31st of December at more 
than .. ae Be i Se ee 


Leaving expenditure ae * 


Deficit .. SP He aie 


Appendix C. 


Fr. c. 
927,700 00 


16,504,337 86 


800,000 00 


26,372,475 67 


2,227,875 43 
1,796,462 19 


7,273,781 40 
8,409,377 27 


8,238,538 28 
8,225,223 00 
8,806,424 00 

779,188 75 


22,499,760 00 


42.848 00 
500,000 00 


108,348,991 85 


4,200,000 00 


Posrrion 1n 1877. 


Increase on expenditure fixed— 
Interest on 
10 per cent. 


he deficits of 1875 and 1876, 34,000,000 fr. at 


Interest on part of Loan for Crawley Works, 43, 000, 000 fr— 


say 25,000,000 fr. at 10 per cent.. ae 


Less annuity to Bucharest-Giurgevo Line, which expires in 1876 .. 


Against this there is— 
Increase in revenue from tobacco.. A 


Decrease in expenditure by diminution of pay- 


ment to Bergman and Lemaitre ale 


600,000 00 
2,562,605 37 


~~ 


Ue C. 
87 7330, 500 00 


104,148,991 85 


16,818,491 . 85 


Fy. C. 


3,400,000 00 
2,500,000 00 


5,900,000 00 
2,010,000 00 


3,890,000 00 


3,162,605 37 


727,394 63 
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JEDDAH. 


Report by Consul Beyts on the Trade and Commerce of Jeddah for the 
year 1875. 


JEDDAH, in character with the whole seaboard of the Hedjaz, is 
sandy and barren. In the interior, where the soil is said to be capable 
of cultivation, owing to great scarcity of water rural pursuits and agri- 
cultural operations are entirely neglected, with the exception of small 
quantities of senna, grown in the direction of Mecca, this portion of the 
Hedjaz country establishes no claim to either agricultural or mineral 
products. in the southern limits, a small quantity of coffee is grown, 
but the bulk of this staple is the native produce of the Yemen. 

The annual rain fall at Jeddah is limited to a few showers during 
the months of December and January, when the numerous cisterns or 
reservoirs, owned by private individuals, situated outside the town, 
become more or less filled, and form the stock in store for the year; it 
is supplied to the inhabitants at an average rate of 4 piastre the skin. 
During the period of the pilgrimage season, when the wants of some 
50,000 pilgrims and the requirements of pilgrim-conveying vessels have 
to be met, it attains fabulous prices, causing much suffering and mor- 
tality among the poorer classes, chiefly of the Indian pilgrims, who are 
left on these inhospitable shores in a state of abject poverty. 


PoPpuULATION. 


The Arabs of Jeddah are orthodox, bigoted, fanatical Moslems. 
Nowhere is the law which the Koran inculcates for the seclusion of 
women more rigidly observed than at Jeddah; hence the impossibility to 
arrive at anything more than an approximate estimate of the number 
of the population, but on the best available information P should fix it 
at 80,000 souls ; these I would classify as follows :—- 


Arabs, with a proportion of half that number their 


domestic servants (African) .. es Be ae) 20,800 
Indians having intermarried with the Arabs and settled 

at Jeddah, or a small number of those who have for 

commercial purposes taken up a temporary residence 

in this place : a8 ae a A RY 2,000 
Greeks, Syrians, and Maltese, who are, with but few 

exceptions, the off-scourings of Egypt and Constanti- 

nople “6 od an fc ot se as 100 
Europeans, consisting of the members of three consulates 

and mercantile firms .. om oe oc ae 25 
Total oe sie «s we oe oe -» 80,000 


TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


The general trade of the past year seems to have exceeded tho 
average of preceding years. 1 
The archives of my consulate do not contain any reliable statistics 
for reference, but I am assured that trade is favourably progressing. 
[641] 5 Q 
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It is difficult to collect a reliable return of import and export trade, 
and the appended statements are compiled from various sources and 
form the nearest approximate estimates. 


Imports 


eonsist chiefly of wheat, barley, and dates, from Busreh; tobacco, 
carpets, ghee, &c., from Persian Gulf; rice and sugar from Calcutta; 
pepper, spices, dyes, cocoa-nut and essential oils, canoes from Malabar 
coast, vid Bombay ; sugar, rice, and teak wood from the Straits Settle- 
ments ; occasionally a cargo of rice from Rangoon; grains, beans, soap, 
&ce., from Constantinople; flour, petroleum, aud sundries, from Trieste ; 
cereals from Yemen and Red Sea littoral ; cloves and cocoa-nuts from 
Zanzibar ; tin, iron, loaf sugar, piece goods, and manufactures from the 
United Kingdom. 

Rice.—I estimate last season’s imports to have exceeded 150,000 
bags from Calcutta alone. 


From time immemorial a number of square-rigged vessels, chiefly’ 


owned and commanded by native British Indian subjects, have monopo- 
lised a trade between Calcutta, Malabar coast, and Jeddah. 

They bring rice, pepper, spices, and tough teak planking, and return 
to Calcutta with salt, making only one voyage annually. 

Occasionaily steamers have essayed the trade, but merchants actually 
prefer to ship by country craft, often old and Jeaky, and seldom insure. 

Grain is chiefly brought in for account of the Ottoman Government, 
but also forms a large staple of trade. 

Coffee, gum, Se., are chiefly for re-exportation and are noticed under 
that head. (Present stocks of Indian produce are large and markets 
of late have not been favourable.) 

' Piece Goods.-—An endless variety is to be seen in the bazaars, high 
elass goods of standard makers are not sought for, and in many imstances 
the trade mark is sufficient guarantee. 

A direct trade with Manchester is being steadily developed, which 
has hitherto been exclusively in the hands of Greek and Egyptian 
merchants, resident in Cairo and Alexandria. bir 

Metals form a moderate item, the qualities are chiefly low foreign 
manufacture. 

Indian Produce show a marked increase, but markets have been 
overstocked. . 


Exports. 


The products of: Jeddah itself are literally nothing, but from its 
position and wealth much of the produce of the African and Red Sea 
littoral finds an emporium here. 

Coffee is brought in by steamers and native craft from the ports of 
Yemen, and re-exported to Egypt, Syria, Mediterranean, and continental 
ports, and London. Mocha coffeé is everywhere famed, but the cultiva- 
tion is still rude, and no endeavours are here made to improve the berry, 
which is shipped dirty, and frequently unripe. 

Gums.—Talka gedda and Arabic are largely brought over from 
Suakim and the Nubian coast, and re-exported to India, Trieste, and 
London ; the trade is capable of much improvement and development. 

Mother of Pearl Shells.—During the summer months many tons of 
valuable shells are brought in from the adjacent fisheries. Many of the 
boats employed are owned in Jeddah; the shells are stacked and assorted 
on'the bunder and sold by auction, purchasers paying duties, &e. The 
trade has fallen off considerably of late, but is still very important. 
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Hides and skins are exported largely to India and Europe, but the 
value is lowered by the crude and careless method of flaying. Many 
‘thousand skins are annually converted into muskuks for holding water. 


CURRENCY. 


; The nominal currency is piastres, but all mercantile transactions are 
in dollars. English gold is scarce, French and Turkish abundant. The 
standard coin, however, is the Maria Theresa dollar. 


Banks. 


_ There are none; treasure is kept secretly in the houses of the pro- 
prietors and jealously guarded. Bills of exchange are freely used, but 
treasure is largely shipped in exchange for goods; exchange daily 
fluctuates, and shroffs or bazaar bankers drive a lucrative trade. 

T am of opinion that there is a fair field for enterprize in finance. 


Weiauts anp Mnasures. 


Weights and measures are very intricate, and require especial 
study ; the Government scale is similar to that used at Constantinople. 


INDUSTRIES. 


Weaving of a coarse cotton fabric, embroidering with gold and silver 
threads on silk vestures, hand and neckerchiefs, puggries, ornaments, 
&e., dyeing of cloths, leather, &c., lacquering on wood, furniture, toys. 

Turning, chiefly of substance said to be black coral, into beads, 
cigarette holders, crucifixes, and other ornaments. 

Wood-earving of doors, windows, balconies for houses, house and 
boat building; the latter forms an extensive branch of the industry of 
Jeddah. The buggalows built here vary from 50 to 100 tons burden ; the 
workmanship is coarse but strong, and the fine lines adopted for attain- 
ing swiftness are such as would reflect credit on a ship-building yard 
on the Clyde. There is no doubt but that the sailing qualities of the 
Jeddah clippers are more directed towards smuggling and transporting 
human cargoes from Africa, than the peaceful legitimate occupation of 
developing the trade of the coast. 


TRADES AND PROFESSIONS. 


The merchants as a class are wealthy and enterprizing; a8 bankers 
they advance on mortgages of houses and ships, and otherwise carry on 
an. extensive discounting business ; they are proprietors of houses, sail- 
ing ships, and -buggalows; their commercial transactions extend to 
India, Singapore, Persian Gulf, Egypt, Constantinople, and Europe ; 
the Moslem religion forbids the insurance of ships and merchandize, 
consequently heavy losses have occasionally to be borne. Tne middle 
class, consist of brokers, retail shop keepers, artisans, coffee and 
smoking shop proprietors. The Greeks and Maltese own several of 
the latter establishments, in which they make large gains by clandes- 
tinely vending a drugged liquor called mastic to the Arabs. The 
larger portion of the labouring class are boatmen ; they are unscrupulous 
aa exacting as can be; there is no Government tariff which regulates 


boat hire, consequently the profession is made lucrative. . 
Q 
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THe Port. 


The dangers attached to the navigation of vessels to Jeddah have beer 
much exaggerated. Witha fisherman pilot and ordinary care and skill 
from the master it is rendered quite safe; there are no submerged 
dangers but which from the clearness of the water can be seen during 
the day. The channels through the gateways, although narrow are deep, 
nevertheless the harbour and approach to it is capable of improvement 
at a small cost ; the needs are a few buoys, and a light to be placed on 
the northernmost of the groups of reefs which outly the port, named 
Shab-el-Kubeer. 


Suipring and Navigation. 


The registered tonnage of shipping is largely in excess of the 
average of past years. This is accounted for by many large steamers 
having (after discharging their cargoes of coal at Suez and Port Said) 
put in here seeking pilgrim freights. Several of these, arriving late in 
the season, have had to proceed in ballast to rice-loading ports. 


PILGRIMAGE. 


The number of pilgrims who had assembled this year at Mecea is 
reported to be 140,000. Of these 40,000 have been conveyed by sea, 
the remainder by caravans across the continent. The whole number 
is below the average of former years, accounted for by the French 
Government having forbidden the pilgrimage from Algiers in conse- 
quence of the prevalence of cholera in Syria. 

The state of public health among the pilgrims has been pronounced: 
satisfactory. There have been no diseases of an epidemic character. 
Small-pox has prevailed to some extent. The sanitary officials of 
Jeddah, have started a new theory that, being an endemic, small-pox is- 
neither infectious nor dangerous. Acting upon it, they have granted. 
clear bills of health to crowded pilgrim ships, on board of which 
several cases uf small-pox of the worst type existed,—a proceeding 
against which J have protested—as also to the steamer “ Dahlia’” 
being allowed to leave this port with 217 pilgrims on board in excess- 
of the number the regulations permit. 

The frequent and direct steam communications which are now esta-- 
blished have caused revolutions in the trade of Jeddah. The produce 
of the Hedjaz, as also a large portion of that from the opposite coast, 
which finds an outlet from this, instead of, as formerly, being sent to 
Egypt for transhipment, incurring risks, expense, and deterioration, is 
now shipped direct for Europe, from whence manufactured goods also. 
come direct. 

The interests of commerce demand that the absurd rules annually 
put in force by the quarantine, which subject steamers to five days’ 
quarantine, whether there be occasion for it or not, as a mere- 
measure of precaution against sickness, should be abrogated. 


Satt MInEs. 


The Khedive holds extensive and valuable salt mines at the port of 
Rowaih, on the opposite coast; but owing to the numerous coral reefs 
and imperfect surveys of that portion of the Red Sea littoral, large: 
vessels have not attempted to land there. The salt is brought hence: 
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by native craft for re-exvortation. The quality is considered superior 
to that of Liverpool salt. The staple is made a Government monopoly, 
and the mode of sliipment is in bulk. 


Import anp Export Duties. 


The import duty on merchandize is levied at 8 per cent. ad valorem. 
A system of drawbacks by means of rafteeahs are in use. The pre- 
sentation of this document in Hgypt or at any of the Turkish ports in 
the Red Sea would exempt the holder from a second payment of the” 
duty on his goods, but the drawback duty is returned only at the port 
where it had been levied. 

Export Duty.—There is none ; consequently the custom-house keep 
no record of exports, and hence the impossibility of arriving at any- 
thing more than a guess of the amount and value of annual exports. 


Currency at Jeddah. 


Tariff. _ Sterling. 

Pias. paras, & & d. 

Egyptian pound.. ne * 100 00 L0G 

English sovereign A aie 97 20 100 

Turkish lira ee ys Bf 87 30 018 0 
Russian pound .. ai h 79 18 016 3} 

Napoleon. . = a a6 77 60 0 15 10 
Five-frane dollar ae E% 19 10 0 3 11k 
. Maria Theresa dollar .. 4 19 10 O- 8114 
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Articles. 


Rice .5 6 
Sugar, Bengal 


» Batavia Pt ei oe 
.| Packages ... 


.| Bales 
.| Barrels 
...| Packages ... 
+e} Coils 
...| Bars. 
.| Bales 


Drugs.. 
Piece goods, “Indian 
and English 


Oil, 4 ewt. 

Ghee ,, 

Coir ropes ... 4 
jron bars”... 
Silk goods, Surat 


Caleutta 
Anchor s, Indian 
Gum, Lebanon 
Arabic 


2” 


Paint . 


Turkish & 
Syrian .. 
Persian . 
C: arpets, Persian and 

Indian ws 
Dates... 
Kosa oil 
Dall, Indian .. er 
Egypt ian and 
Yemen 
Wheat, Indian 
Busreh 


” 


al 


Coffee, Yemen 
Bajri ... . 
Mats, straw ... 


Hides and skins 


Mother of pearl 
Salt... 

Tin plates 
Hardware, sundries 
Coal wea 7 


Total ... * 


a a A SL I 


Egyptian ny 
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Inports at Jeddah, 1875. 


Description 
of 
Packages. 


9 


Bags 


a Packages fa 
Tobacco, Makulla ae 


Bags 


af Packages, 


containing 
2o0r38 


...| Packages ... 
Gold thread . a 


Cases 


.| Packages ... 
»| Tons 
.| Boxes 


.| Tons 


Quantity. | Rate. | Value. 
Dol Dol. 

160,000 44) 720,000 
12,000 20 240,000 
22,000 12 830,000 
24,000 15 360,000 
12,000 150 | 1,800,000 
1,000 41 41,000 
1,000 8s 88,000 
10,000 3h 35,000 
17,000 ve 24,000" 
400 | 1,000 400,000 
600 400 240,000 
2,000 2 4,000 
7,000 10 70,000 
20,000 16 820,000 
1,000 iy 1,500 
4,000 45 180,000 
8,000 240 720,000 
12,000 5} 66,000 
3,000 7 21,000 
15,000 3 45,000 
500 100 50,000 
4,000 3 12,000 
10,000 } 35,000 
17,000 3h 59,500 
40,000 34 | 140,000 
12,000 7 84,000 
5,000 20 100,000 
30,000 41 | 1,280,000 
80,000 3 240,000 
100,000 2 75,000 
5,000 35 175,000 
200 620 124,000 
5,000 80 400,000 
26,000 43] 117,000 
600 6 38,600 
1,000 10 10,000 


Value 
Sterling. 


144,000 
13,200 


4,200 
9,000 
10,000 
2,400 


7,000} 


11,900 
28,000 
16,800 
20,000 

246,000 
48,000 


2, 000 | Altogether for consump-- 


... | 8,560,600 | 1,712,120 


Remarks. 


No precise return. 


tion of steamers. 
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Exports from Jeddah, 1875. 


7 Description ; wane 
Articles, of Quantity.) Rate. | Value. | goin Remarks. 
Packages. s- 
Dol. Dol. £ 
Rice ... ms +»| Bags co cs oe Ses 
Sugar, Bengal Roald aytees eh Ac 
9g; ROMMEL a6] gy ose aie 
Drugs aa ...| Packages ... ae “oF 
Piece goods ... ++-| Bales ae = eis oui 
Oil, 4cewt. .., «| Barrels oa = = 
Ghee ,, ie “A eee 
Coir rope... »+.| Coils , 
Jron bars... + | Bars ‘ 
Silk, Surat ... ...| Bales Fi 
», Calcutta io] are ‘ 
Anchors, Indian ass nae m as ane 
Gum, Lebanon a ne = 
vee i a ies |} 25,000 | 14 |} 850,000 } 70,000 
Paint ... is ..-| Packages ... 1 
Tobacco, Makulla ...) Bags 
» . Turkish & 
Syrian ...| ,, 
Pe ae 
Carpets, Persian and 
Indian... -.-| Bales 
Dates ... oe «| Bags. 
Rosa oil aa +-| Cans 
Dall, Indian ... «| Bags 
» Egyptian and 
Yemen a eee ake pre 
Wheat, Indian cl ae 
»  Busreh veel 9 ane 
» _Ngytian: ...| 5, sen 
Linseed as a dae ae & ack sid is 
Coffee ora mailers ese] 22,009 42 | 924,000 | 184,800 
Bajri ... nas a eo a oe 


ae ee ech 
Mats, straw ... 5 Packages, 
containing 
2or3 es x8 or tas 
Hides and skins _,..| Packages ... 4,500 35 157,500 35,500 
Gold thread ... «| Cases dos tee Wau sai we 
Mother of pearl .| Packages ... 5,000 85 425,000 85,000 
Salt... ase ...| Tons ant 19,000 5 95,000 19,000 


As there is no export duty the custom-iiouse do not keep a record 
of the goods exported, consequently it would be impossible to give a 
correct estimate. The above figures are not obtained through the: 
custom-house, but from the best reliable information at my command. 


Rerven of Shipping at the Port of Jeddah for the Year ending 
December 31, 1875. 


Nationality. Number. Crews. ) Wks 
Steamers— 
British Sf a no 89 3,649 83,083 
Austrian .. 5 A 40 1,680 87,942 
Egyptian... oe ve 52 8,692 30,3899 
Turkish ee oe is 6 270 3,668 
Russian ba x +; 9 490 7,410 
ee eke 5 140 11,729 
Danish oo an v L 62 1,713 
Italian Want ws we 2 89 2,397 
Dutch ee oo oe 1 61 1,148 
Sailing vessels— 
~ British me OF SH 20 840 13,162 
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ABSTRACT. 
Number. Crews. Tons, 
Steamers oe: as a 205 10,188 179,489 
Sailing vessels. . we se 20 840 13,152 
Total .. Ae ot 225 10,973 192,641 


Comparative Return of Pilgrimage to Mecca for Three Years. 


ARRIVALS BY SEA. 


1873-4. 1874-5. 1875-6 
Number of pilgrims landed at Jeddah ..| 40,575 35,778 35,279 
» 6 cD Yembo .. 3,000 7,833 4,276 
3 by , Leet De 2,155 2,535 No returns yet 
Total .. s be ave -.| 45,780 46,146 39,555 


ArrRtvaLs by Sea at Jeddah from September 13, 1875, to 
January 4, 1876. 


Indian Ocean .. ae aS eK 423 16,532* 
Persian Gulf .. ap BO “a rs 4,050 
Red Sea, littoral Arabia BS ax tig 478 
Red Sea, littoral Africa a 3A ae 1,399 
Egypt .. v Fc a; ate 2,576 

Through Suez Canal .. sie fxs ee 10,244+ 
86 steamers .. ne 4c os te 29,510 
2 ships Ke ee es wre ae 631 
206 buglas oa cS as 5 we 5,138 
Total .. ye Be a3 as 85,279 
Brought down Yembo oe Si a 4,276 

as j7ee Cebit as B. ae .. No returns as yet. 


Grand total for Mecca arrived_by sea 39,555 


Jeddah, February 15, 1876. 


* 7,220 Malays, 9,812 Indians. 
+ 3,924 Turks, 6,320 Magrabis. 


~e 
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VENEZUELA. 


CIUDAD BOLI 


VAR. 


Report by Vice-Consul Mathison on the Trade and Coinmerce of Ciudad 
Bolivar for the Year 1875. 


Return No, ].—Retvrn of all the Shipping engaged in the Import and 
Export Trade at the Port of Ciudad Bolivar, during the Year 
ended the 31st December, 1875. 


Nationality of Vessels. 


British —... 
Venezuelan 
German 
Danish 
French 
American... 


Total... 


tee 


ENTERED. 


With Cargoes. In Ballast. Total. 

Do i o wa o nm 

a Tons, 5 a Tons. 5 A Tons. 5 

I =] 

> 1S) > S) a 1S) 

oe 8 1,231°02 69 sae see ey 8 1,231°02 69 
tec| 24 5,936'88 | 400 1 26°00 5 25 5,962°88 | 405 
oan 0! 2,733°56 89 ae eae wed 1l 2,733°56 89 
ws 2 345°06 15 aan ed ace 2 345°06 15 
ve ae ei was 3 480°90 30 3 480°90 30 
ch 8 1,805°12 69 she Se ves 8 1,805'12 69 
53 | 12,051°70 | 642 4 506°90 35 85 | 12,558°66 | 677 


SE 2 ES 


Nationality of Vessels. 


British”... 
Venezuelan 
German 
Danish 
French 
American ,.. 


CLEARED. 
Neen ___ ee 
With Cargoes. In Ballast. Total. 

2 alee atta Pa 

oO Kg [3 o 
@ Tons. be a Tons. 5 a Tons. 5 
a inl ~ 
> 15) > 1S) > 1S) 
os 6 740°82 49 Re we 0 6 740°82 | 49 
vee] 24 6,726°43 | 438 4 1238°00 20 28 6,849°43 | 458 
ve 7 1,387°34 55 te 1,901°62 56 14 3,289°02 | 111 
2 37622 16 1 160°30 7 3 536°52 23 
3 480°90 380 Ae eee ine 3 480°90 30 
6 1,422°12 54 1 137°12 7 7 1,559°24 61 
48 |11,184°01 | 642 13 2,3822°10 | 90 61 | 13,456°11 | 782 


Total... 
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Return No. Il.—Imvorts. 


VxssELS entered with Cargo. 


From what Place Number of Nationality 
Imported. Vessels. of Vessels. 
Trinidad F 3 1 British. . « 
= : ats 21 Venezuelan .. 
a a ais ihe 1 German =i 
Demerara ; Ris 5 British,. oo 
4 aie : A 3 Venczuelan .. 
France, Marseilles * as 1 Danish... wis 
Hamburg se) German 
7 we 1 Danish. . 
Bremen ., ate * ae 1 German ais 
New York ¥3 Sv. ite 2 British. . a 
i 37 aie a 8 American os 
Total 53 


Return No. IJ1.—Exvorrs. 


VessExs cleared with Cargo. 


; Number of Nationality 

To what Port. Vessels, of Vessels. 
Trinidad “nA AC 21 Venezuelan .. 
n ae oe ‘ 1 Danish. . ie 
ob “A : ays 1 German : 
Demerara ‘ ie ae 5 British. . : 

5 od 3 Venezuelan 
French colonies, Cayenne ae 38 French... id 
Hamburg at ae AG 5 German , 

53 an re ae 1 Danish. . 
Bremen.. a re $3 1 German , 
New York a ia oe 6 American Bd 
y oa oe Nts 1 British, . bs 
otal | cts ‘ace 48 


—— 


Tons. 


108 ‘54 
5,726 °50 
188 -00 
542-82 
210 °38 
160 “80 
2,256 ‘30 
184-70 
289 -26 
579°B4 
1,805+12 


12,051 °70 


Tons. 


6,471 -26 
191 °46 
178-00 
542-82 
255°17 
480 °90- 
920-08 
184 °70 
289 26 

1,422°12 

198 00 


11,134 -01 


Return No. IV.—Rerurw of the Shipping employed in the Coasting 
Trade at the Port of Ciudad Bolivar, during the Year ended the 
31st December, 1875. 


Ryrenee) 


With Cargoes. In Ballast. 
Nationality of Vessels. ot a sE 4 
EE a = n 
Tons. ® 4 Tons 2 2 
5 > 5 > 
Venezuelan 1,635°42 | 148] ... ae aad 20 


Total. 
a 
Tons. 5 
1S) 
1,635°42 | 148 


CIUDAD BOLIVAR. 


CLEARED. 


In Ballast. 


Tons. 


Return No. V.—Srarement of the Gold from the Caratal Mines. 
shipped by the Merchants at this Port during the Year ended the 
81st December, 1875. 


Ounces. 
January... Ae ae ve - pg we Sy al 50 
February .. Fi ca * ar oa oe 8,879°154 
March A, Ac ars es a SA Ss 5,684°54 = 
April on An as > 1 ie aye 6,911°33 
a a ee ae 
June.. we SO a 53 oa oa i 6,248°634 
Se ee ee YC 
Ee ae re 7,300°764 
rig So he ae 53 a os oe 7,898:°25% 
io ar An a sh e We Rs 7,622'14 
November .. ve a P i ae An 8,646°66 
December .. he Sanit as i " 6,790°29 


LE See aie is aia ..  79,496°69 
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Return No. VII.—Staremenr of 


CIUDAD BOLIVAR. 
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the Produce brought to this 


Port from the States of Zamora and Apure by the Venezuelan 
Steamers “San Fernando ” and “ Nutrias”’ during the Year ended 
the 31st December, 1875. 


Balsam capivi 
15s ae re 
Cotton a 
Cocoa. . 
Coffee. . 
Corn .. 


Tonca beans .. Or 


Starch 


Indigo 5 : 


Hides.. 
Deer skins 
Tobacco 


Total 


“ Nutrias.”’ 
Demijohns 62 
on 313 
Bales 1,496 
Bags 17 
2,733 
mn i 326 
”? 2 
i 16 
Number : 5 7 
r: 11,441 
Baskets 3 
16,996 


“San 
Fernando.” Total 

140 202 
67 380 
8,528 5,024. 
40 57 
6,870 9,603 
214 540 
9 11 
16 
2 2 
2,518 8,105 
14,504 25,945 
2,238 2,241 
80,130 47,126 


Return No. VIII.—Lisr of Mercantile Houses established at Ciudad 
Bolivar, the only Port of Entry in the State of Guayana. 


Nationality. we 
British .. menos 
German 
American 
French .. 
Italian .. 
Venezuelan 
Spanish 


Total -_ 


| 

Qnd | ard | 4th | Sth | 6th | 7th |miy 

Class. | Class. | Class. | Class. | Class. | Class. | ~°%* 
1 e Ae wa ne re rt 
1 1 1 a 1 2 9 
ae Ae 1 Le AG ee I 
oy do 2 a Ae ae 3 
ve is aC 1 rf | 1 2 
1 ar at 1 5 vi 
ae ‘ an wu aie 1 1 
3 1 4 2 2 9 24 


TrapeE Licence Per Annu 


m. 


a  — 


1st class 
2nd ,, 

8rd. 
4th 
5th 
6th 
th 


” 
»” 
» 
» 
”» 


Currency. Sterling. 

[BS Ge yom a: 
ee on 8,437 50 528 16 11 
“i ..| 2612 50 | 40118 5 
oe ne : 1,650 00 258 16 11 
oe oe +e 1,100 00 169 4 7 
ae oe oe 550 00 84 12 33 
oe x: an 206 25 3114 7 
ee 110 00 1618 5 


Exchange 6 dol. 50 c. per & sterling. 
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Imports. 


The import trade has employed fifty-three vessels, with 12,051-70 
tons, being an increase of 1,211°33 tons, compared with the previous 
year. The trade with the United States has increased considerably, 
owing to the consumption at the Caratal gold mines of American 
provisions. 


Exports. 


Although there is an increase of 405°53 tons in the vessels employed 
in this trade, there is a decrease in the quantity of the produce shipped 
during the year, and the value to the United States is about 4,0V02. 
less than in 1875. Nine vessels were eleared in ballast, seven German, 
one American, and one Danish. 


Ciudad Bolivar, June 10, 1876. 
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Report by Vice-Consul Akers Cage on the Trade and Commerce of La 
Guaira for the Year 1875. 


AMENDED Cop oF FINANcE AND TARIFF. 


In commencing this report, I must observe that towards the end of 
1874 an amendment of the code of finance and of the tariff having been 
decreed, the amended code of finance and tariff so decreed having 
been promulgated, has been acted upon during this year ; and that its 
principal aim appears to have been to simplify, and therefore facilitate 
the operations of the custom-houses and merchants; the difference 
between the former and present code of finance and tariff amounting 
in short to this, namely: that the many duties formerly levied at the 
maritime custom-houses, such as for use of store, coasting trade, licence 
for loading or unloading, tonnage, wharf, lighthouse, storage, navigation 
licence, importation, salt, fines, and Government stamp paper, have been 
abolished, or rather, reduced into the four last just mentioned, the only 
ones now levied; and that at the inland custom-houses instead of 
former charges, the sole one now made on all goods liable to import 
duties which may be introduced into the country, is that of an additional 
124 per cent. on the amount of the import duties levied at the maritime 
custom-house ; whilst as regards exportable products, the duty now 
levied is at the uniform rate of 1 cent., Venezuelan currency, per 


kilo. 
IMPROVEMENT or TRADE AND CoMMERCE IN 1876. 


This premised, I have to observe, that notwithstanding that the civil 
warfare so injurious to commerce, which commenced in October, 1874, 
alluded to in my preceding report, was not definitively brought to an 
end until the beginning of March of this year, I consider that the trade 
and commerce of La Guaira during the year ended the 31st December, 
1875, shows an improvement as compared with the year 1874. 

Thus, as regards the revenue, the returns of the maritime custom- 
house for the year ended December 31, 1875, showing an amount of 
1,991,603 dol. 38 ¢., or 383,000/. 13s.; subdivided as follows :— 
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Dorizs. 
- t Government 

Month, | Importation. Salt. Fines. Stamp Paper. Total. 
Dol. C. Dol. ¢. | Dol. e. Dol. ce. Dol. Cc. 
January .. 142,520 18 1,566 00/181 44 130 05 144,397 67 
February .. 128,609 46 ybs 38 oe 159 66 130,522 50 
March .,. 110,539 77 7,392 32 ve 162 00 118,094 09 
April “a 108,833 73 2,637 60 ae 135 00 111,606 383 
May ay 170,324 54 5,795 10 60 00 216 00 176,395 64 
June aa 153,011 75 543 20 fa 180 00 153,734 95 
July ne 180,799 55 490 00 82 00 360 00 181,681 55 
August .. 173,241 71 es Ks 180 00 173,421 71 
September 223,337 54 a 196 86 144 00 223,678 40 
October .. 204,031 29 6,392 32 ae 120 00 210,543 61 
November 193,138 0) 1,120 80 Po 168 00 194,426 81 
December. . 170,986 90 1,854 72 78 60 180 00 173,100 12 
Total ..| 1,959,874 48 | 29,545 44] 548 80 2,134 71 1,991,603 38 


if compared with the year 1874, shows an increase in 1875 of 
221,817 dol. 96c. or 42,6571. 6s., and likewise an increase of 129,083 dol. 
74 c. or 24,8231. 15s. 11d. if compared with 1873. 

Then the returns from the inland custom-house for the year ended 
tthe 31st December, 1875, showing an amount of 294,948 dol. 85 ¢. or 
56,720/. 16s. 9d., subdivided as follows :— 


DUTIES. 
Month. — Terrestrial. Maritime. Total. 
: Dol. «. Dol. c«. Do, -e 
January... eis 14,894 91 6,555 23 [21,450 14 
February ar 13,939 99 14,156 96 {28,096 95 


March .. --| 14,184 74 28,806 39 87,941 13 
April oe 16,247 17 23,767 O07 40,014 24 


Maree «2 a ee ay ieee) 12,878 05 30,153 54 
JUNE Pe ts 369". 98 13,613 44 28,983 43 
Waly: Aw. Meike 16:91 ONS. 7,736 29 23,953 16 
August .. ..| 13,670 87 5,845 387 19,016 24 
September ..| 12,904 76 2,822 12 15,726 8&8 
October .. sel kSstbl,,.89 2,794 92 15,946 31 
November ..| 16,464 01 2,426 80 18,890 81 
December eh Lost. 53 3,984 05 14,775 58 
Total .. ..| 175,111 66 | 119,886 69 | 294,948 35 


if compared with the year 1874, shows an increase in 1875 of 
24,628 dol. 88 c. or 4,7361. 6s. 3d., and likewise an increase of 
18,774 dol. 20 ¢. or 3,610. 8s. 6d. if compared with 1873. 

And adding together the two amounts gives a total amount of 
2,286,551 dol. 73 c. or 439,7217. 9s. 9d. as the revenue in 1875; equi- 
valent to an increase of 246,446 dol. 79 ¢. or 47,3931. 12s. 3d. on 1874; 
and of 147,857 dol. 94 c, or 28,484/. 4s. dd. on 1873. 
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VALUE OF LwMpoRTs. 


The value of merchandize imported in 1875 has amounted to 
5,319,472 dol. 49. c., or 1,022,975/. 9s. 7d., and if compared with 1874 
it shows an increase for 1875 of 1,229,269 dol. 49 ¢., or 236,3971. 19s. 7d., 
and if compared with 1873 it shows an increase for 1875 of 1,241,778 dol., 
3 c., or 238,8034, 9s. 4d., whilst the kinds of goods imported have been 
principally dry goods, earthenware, and hardware, from Great Britain, 
France, and Germany; wines, oils, and preserves from Spain and 
France; and flour, lard, grains, and boards from the United States of 
North America. 


VaLur oF Exports. 


The value of products or produce exported in 1875 amounts to 
4,237,410 dol. 85 ¢., or 814,886/. 14s.; and if compared with 1873 it 
shows an increase for 1875 of 61,481 dol. 85 ¢., or 11,8240. 15s, 7d. ; 
but if compared with 1874 it shows a decrease of 245,570 dol. 85 c., or 
47,2251. 3s. 8d.; whilst the kinds of products or produce exported 
have been principally cotton, cacao, coffee, hides and deerskins. 

However, notwithstanding the above mentioned decrease in the 
value of exports, which I believe to be mainly attributable to the very 
high price here of coffee during the first part of the year 1874, 
I consider that the amount of products or produce exported in 1875 
has been greater than that of the two preceding years; the following 
eae of some of the principal kinds serving as an example in 
proof. 


Exportep from the Port of La Guaira. 


1873. | 1874. 1875. 
Cotton . ..| Bales .: 10,366 | 14,256 — + 11,279 
Cacao... 7. | BASS | on 33,741 42,785 50,282 
Coffee #3 4 a 145,750 168,411 


and this increase, as regards coffee, notwithstanding the tardiness of 
the crop, mainly on account of unsually continuous rains towards the 
end of the year. 

And here with regard to the amended code of finance and tariff now 
in force, as compared with the former one, I think I should add that, 
in my opinion on the whole, it has diminished the duties. 


MovEMENT OF SHIPPING. 


As givmg some idea of the commerce of this port durmg the year 
1875, 1 add the following table of the movement of shipping. 


258 


420 


LA GUAIRA. 
ENTERED. 
a 
Nationality. Schooners.| Brigs. | Barques,| Steamers. 
Foreign vessels laden— ie) or wee’ ak 
British 3 20 on 4] 
German it 19 a 24 
North American 17 7 6 3 
Swedish ‘i Pe 2 ‘ 
Spanish 1 11 5 
French Ye 17 8 a 
Dutch 3 a 4 ; re 
Ttalian e 6 ik 
Danish 10 2 
Austrian 2 
31 92 24 111 
Foreign vessels in ballast— * , 
British 2 i ; . 
French his ee 1 “i : 
Dutch cH ri 1 é 
Danish “2 45 3 ‘ 
German i 6 5 
Spanish, a 1 1 . 
North American a : 
Wee: 12 2 
Venezuelan vessels laden 418 sri 2 
x vessels in ballast . 51 : 1 
Total vessels. . ‘ 


757 


which number of vessels, except eleven, left the port during the year; 
and if it shows a lesser number than that of 1874 it is to be attributed 
to the difficulties and breaking off of diplomatic relations with Holland, 
which much interrupted the commerce with the Dutch West India 


Islands, 


Pusntic Works. 


Shortly after the civil warfare above alluded to was brought to an 
end, public works began to be attended to, and during the year 1875, 
within this vice-consular district, the following expenses have been 
incurred on that account, viz. :— 


Deposit for immigrants at Maquetia .. 


Works of embellishment of District Aquado.. 


Park of Macuto.. ce Be 
River embankment of Macuto.. 
Salt-water baths of Macuto 
Aqueduct of Macuto ne 
Repairs of wharf of La Guaira. . 
New wharf of La Guaira 
Repairs.of southern cartroad .. 
Cartroad between La Guaira an 
2) 


Lighthouse of Los Roques 
Total .. 


° 


d Macuto 
Caruao” 


Dol. c. 
948 99 

1,842 60 
Ais 8,685 35 
-3 5,085 88 
ne 7,525 02 
oS 5,401 57 
a 547 60 
. 17,3824 28 
11,753 04 

571 60 

88 85 

8,000 00 


67,219 68 


or 12,9267. 17s. 3d., and amongst which public works, as already 
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finished, in particular I think it expedient to allude to the lighthouse 
of Los Roques, which has been lighted up now for some time. 

The best information regarding it and the place which I have) been 
able to obtain will be found in the following paragraphs :— 

The lighthouse of Los Roques, containing an every minute revolving 
light, is placed on the north-east hill of the Gran Roque, the only 
height of importance amongst the many islets, rocks, reefs, or shoals, 
called Los Roques, and, approximately, lies in latitude 11° 59’ north, 
ana longitude 66° 38’ west, of the meridian of Greenwich. 

The ironwork of the lighthouse forms a quadrangular pyramid forty 
feet high, resting on a strong foundation of masonry work twenty-two 
feet square, ten feet in height, and four feet in thickness, on the upper 
part of which iron pyramid there is a platform of twenty feet in 
diameter surrounded by a railing of the same metal; above which there 
is the compartment containing the light, which compartment, with 
metal surroundings, is about eight feet high, and finishes off in a 
gyratory vane which, fixed on a globe, shows how the wind lies. 

The light is white and of the third class, is at a height of 208 feet 
above the level of the sea (the lighthouse having been built on a hill 
of about 150 feet in height), and under favourable circumstances, if 
produced by the combustible it requires, may be seen at a distance of 
eighteen or twenty miles. 

Amongst so many dangerous reefs, rocks, shoals, or islets known 
as Los Roques, to the south of the islet called the Gran Roque, on 
which the lighthouse stands, there is a fine bay, three or four miles 
from east to west and four or five miles from north to south in extent, 
completely shut in towards the east by reefs, rocks, &c.; and as the 
prevailing winds there come from that quarter, these circumstances 
tend to make it a very fine port, with an anchorage ground of sand 
of from eight to eighteen fathoms depth of water. One of the best 
places for anchoring is to the south-west } west of the lighthouse 
and south-east of the western point of the Gran Roque, where there 
is seventeen fathoms depth of water, with a sand bottom, and at about 
two cables’ length from the shore. 

I think it right to add that, as I am informed, a sort of mist often 
hangs about the place, in which case, of course, the light would not be 
seen at the distance above mentioned. 


EpvUCcATION. 


I have not much to:observe in addition to what I said in my last 
report regarding education, except that the number of schools in the 
district Vargas has slightly increased in 1875, as may be seen from 
the following comparative table :— 


Schools for | Schools for 


Year. Boys. Girls. Pupila, 
ye oe ee Se 10 1,078 
1875 .. de nb 20 14 1,042 


that both public and private schools are included in the above table, 
that the revenue created for the purpose continues to prove sufficient, 
and that the expeuse incurred in this respect by the municipal council 
of the district Vargas in 1875 has amounted to 4,212 dol., or 8107. 


es 


oe te eee) ee OY 
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IMMIGRATION. 


2,284 immigrants entered this port during the year 1875, which 
shows a diminution of 222 immigrants if compared with 1874, and in 
fact it was only during the first part until the very end of the year that 
any immigrants at all arrived; and I can only attribute this inter- 
ruption of the current of immigration, already established, to the 
immigrants haying been frightened through the law of the 18th May, 
1855, and the resolution of the 1st December, 1865, alluded to in my 
preceding report. No English immigrants, as far as I am aware, have 
come in 1875. I may perhaps add that 1 was not mistaken in my 
supposition respecting the decree I announced in my last report as 
about to be issued, forbidding immigrants from leaving the country 
before the lapse of one year after their arrival, unless they repaid to 
the Government the expenses incurred on their account, or at least the 
amount of money paid for their passage out here,—a decree to such 
effect, more or less, having been issued during the year,—and that a 
good many immigrants, mostly French and Italian, having been over 
a year in the country, have left it in 1875, but that some immigration 
contracts having been lately made with some private persons by the 
Government, immigrants, mostly from the Canary Islands, have again 
continued to arrive. ; 


AGRICULTURE. 


That the planting of coffee principally continues to be steadily 
carried on within this vice-consular district is all that I have to observe 
in addition to what I have said in preceding reports respecting agri- 
culture. 


PopunatTion AND State oF Heatru or La Guarra anp Disrrict 
VARGAS. 


The population of La Guaira or of the district Vargas has appa- 
rently hardly increased in 1575, nor can the year be considered either 
to have been a healthy one, although no epidemic disease prevailed, as 
the following tables of deaths and births may serve to show :— 


Disrrict Vargas, 1875. 


DEATHS. 
Children. Adults. 
Legitimate. Illegitimate. Legitimate, Illegitimate. Total. 
Male. | Female. | Male. | Female. Male. | Female.| Male. | Female. 
4 1 1 x ar 6 10 5 5 32 
6 4 4 1 Vi 3 3 2 40 
6 1 3 ave 5 5 38 1 24 
3 4 a6 3 ia 4 2 2 25 
9 3 4 2 7 4 3 a 33 
5 3 4 3 4 4 2 3 28 
3 6 y 4 4 5 1 2 26 
2 ~3 1 6 8 3 4 4 31 
4 a 6 6 3 4 1 1 32 
5 2 1 Fa 2 2 2 Si 17 
3 2 3 4 2 ‘a 2 2 25 
2 6 aie 3 4 6 4 3 28 
52 42 28 32 69 57 29 29 341 
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BIRTHS. 
Legitimate. Tlegitimate. 
Months, Total. 
Male. Female. Male. Female. 

January + He 2 ¢ 4 8 21 
February 6 BA 11 8 6 15 40 
March .. ia ae 10 if 14 7 38 
ith Bio eee. a8 14 9 9 44 
May? s* is 6 3°74 A 7 8 30 
June .. if =f) By 5 9 ii 33 
Talus. ase) eaehiiy oe 5 9 5 9 28 
aAugust.,. aes ne 11 2 4 14 31 
September ne a 4 6 6 5 21 
October. . fs as 11 2 8 5 26 
November nis 3 11 6 | 12 3 32 
December be a rf 6 4 9 26 

Total. ak etek, Ak0e 79 88 103 370 


CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 


There are three principal charitable institutions in La Guaira, viz. 
a hospital for males, a hospital for females, and an asylum for beggars. 


La GuarIrna NO LONGER THE CAPITAL OF THE STATE OF BOLIVAR. 


La Guaira has ceased to be the capital of the State Bolivar in con- 
formity with a decree of the Legislative Assembly, transferring the 
capital back to Petare; and the president and other members of the 
Government and of the higher courts of justice of the State of Bolivar 
have gone back to the latter town. 


Reasons FoR DeLay In SENDING ComMERCIAL REPORT. 


In concluding, I cannot but repeat what I have said in former 
reports, that it is very difficult to obtain here correct data for a com- 
mercial report before the meeting of Congress or of the State Legisla- 
tive Assemblies, which causes delay in making out or sending the 
Consular Commercial Reports. Not even a newspaper is published in 
La Guaira, the principal, port of the Republic, which is not the ease in 
any other port of importance in it. However, greater facilities for 
obtaining information have been offered at some of the public offices. 
here during the last six or nine months, which affords hopes of its being 
possible to make out and send earlier the next commercial report. : 


La Guaira, May 1, 1876, 


~~ 
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Commercial Reports from Her Majesty’s Consuls in 
China ; 1875. 


AMOY. 


Report on the Trade of the Port of Amoy for the Year 1875, 


Tue total value of the trade of the port of Amoy for 1875 shows a 
slight increase over that of 1874; but the business of the port was more 
largely shared by British firms and British shipping than in the preceding 

ear. 

The total value of the trade in 1875 was 18,555,076 taels, or sterling, 
at 5s. 8d. per tael, 3,840,605/.; while in 1874 it was estimated at 
13,544,867 taels, or sterling, at 6s. per tael, 4,063,4587. 

The higher rate of exchange in 1874, compared with 1875, makes the 
trade show a decrease in value in sterling to the amount of 212,8532, 
while in taels there is an increase of 10,209 taels over 1874, which, if 
taken at 6s. per tael, would show an increase in value of 3,062/. in 1875 
over that of the preceding year. 

The amount is so very trifling that it is scarcely worthy of mention, 
but taking into consideration the very heavy lekim taxes that still con- 
tinue to be imposed upon the trade of the port, it is a matter of astonish- 
ment that it has not retrograded. 


Forrrcn Imports. 


I append a comparative table for the past two years of the chief 
foreign imports, in nearly all of which there is a slight increase. 

White shirtings, T-cloths, cotton yarn, and woollen goods, show the 
greatest increase. 

Of these, cotton, cotton yarn, and T-cloths, have been sent in some 
considerable quantities into the interior under transit pass. 


Comparative Table of the Amounts of the principal Foreign Imports 
during 1874 and 1875. 


a mS EE SS SEES SBT 


Articles. 1874. 1875. 

Shirtings— Pieces. Pieces. 
Grey n0 45 on ..| 43,068 43,282 
White see an on ae 20,074 28,496 
Dyed AC BR) ats ee 3,348 4,508 
Bigstel: white At ata *p 54 486 

» dyed s ms | 1 S753 175 
Chintzes Be a Pe ie 2,312 1,573 
Damasks ° Pare aa HC 1,012 537 
American drills. : An oy a 1,465 4,406 
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Articles. 1874. 1875. 

Dutch drills > ais a8 ae 34 430 
English See ae Ae f 2, 603 2,817 
Jeans . ae a Ne a6 795 740 
Muslins ns “A ow : 914 1,460 
T-cloths ate 55 is ae 26,090 55,903 
Turkey red cloth nia es . 7,888 4,258 
Velvets ale se Ae ‘ 199 334 
Handkerchief .. a “A 4 901 1,730 
Cotton goods, unclassed .. sie oe 393 743 
Woollen goods .. ee ee . 4,917 6,474 

Piculs. Piculs. 
Yarn .. se ae Ar «| 19,634 25,979 
Raw cotton wa ae ws ac 603 8,048 
Opium va Je hie Ae 2,370 3,871 


Native Imports. 


Native imports show a considerable increase over that of 1874. They 
consist chiefly of bean-cake from Newchwang and Chefoo, cotton from. 
Ningpo and Shanghae, coal, rice, and tea from Formosa. 

The greatest increase is in tea. In 1874 24,682 piculs of tea, of the 
value of 177,115/., were imported from asncaih and in 1875 47,354 
piculs, of the value of 333,260/., thus making an increase of 22,672 
piculs, of the value of 156,1457. These teas were chiefly re-exported to 
America. 


Exports. 


The chief articles of export are tea, sugar, sugar candy, bricks, tiles, 
and earthenware. 

These show a decrease to the amount of 235,564/. 

The total export of tea grown in the neighbourhood of Amoy shows a 
decrease of 13,202 piculs as compared with 1874; this is, however, 
chiefly in teas sent to the United States, while the direct shipments to. 
England show an increase of 10,508 piculs, which is attributable to 
steamers taking cargo direct to London, instead of yia Hong Kong, as 
formerly. 

I append a table of the whole tea trade for 1874 and 1875. 


Exporr of Tea during 1874 and 1875. 


1874. 
Description. 
Destination. 
Congou. Oolong. Souchong. Total. 

Picw. .C. Pics Je: Pie. ace Fic, ¢. 
Great Britain .. ae ee 546 98 BD 546 98 
Australia 2 oe 4,222 31° 152 35 a 4,374 66 
Straits veh 56 558 4 1,318 68 28 6 1,899 70 
Hong Kong .. ae 27904 12 19,423 78 4 69 21,785 49 
United States . AS 35 37,702 52 ea 37,702 52 
Java . te ae BsD0L Ld 4,321 47 704 Oo 7,949 95 
Manila se sf 187 45 43°92 6 44 237 81 
Saigon oe a 254 9 1,686 87 8 23 1,949 19 
Siam . is ae 385 57 1,033 33 8 79 1,427 69 
Chinese Ports . os 319 50 5,335 40 0 36 5,655 26 


| | | 


Total .. --| 11,845 13 1° 71,560°30 123 90 83,529 33 
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1875, 
Description. 
Description. 
Congou. Oolong- Souchong. Total. 

Rica 1G Leet We Pics cts Pic3).1eh 
“Great Britain .. oe 9,958 13 1,087 60 8 98 11,054 71 
Australia se aye 592 62 2,324 66 oe 2,917 28 
Straits oo oe B27 3 1,083 25 a 1,710 28 
Hong Kong .. «.| 3,279 33 2,895 89 412 6,179 39 
United States .. oe 5,186 91 26,219 88 31 66 31,438 45 
Java... we 3 4,328 64 5,670 88 49 95 10,049 47 
Manila ae Se 169 14 141 64 4 84 315 62 
Saigon a a 623 38 1,178 18 7 16 1,808 72 
Siam . oe oe 591 77 353 9 5 70 950 52 
Chinese Ports .. re 2,936 S80 966 25 ne 3,903 3 
Total .. mie 28,293 81 41,921 27 112 41 70,327 49 


- There was a slight increase in the export of sugar and sugar- 
candy. 


RE-EXPORTS. 


Amoy is the depét of the Formosa trade, and the value of that trade 
carried on through Amoy in 1875 shows an increase of 100,4192. over 
1874, uccording to the foilowing table. 


Trapez with Formosa carried on through Amoy. 


; 1874. 1875. 
Articles. Value. Value. 
£ £ 
Opium af aA as -.| 264,900 216,152 
Tea =A ooh Lie dee lo 333,260 
Cotton piece goods hind aundries a 98,187 91,209 
Total 50 aa --| 504,202 640,621 


SHIPPING. 


There was a great increase in British shipping in 1875 as compared 
with 1874. 

There were 79 more steamers oa and 76 cleared, from Amoy in 
1875, as compared with 1874. 

This is to be accounted for by Holt’s steamers calling in for passengers 
for Singapore and Penang on their homeward trip, and also by steamers 
of the Castle and Glen Lines calling in for tea during the season. Some 
of these steamers also took passengers. 

Seven steamers cleared with tea cargoes for New York, vid Suez 
Canal, and twelve steamers cleared for the United Kingdom in 1875. 

There is also an increase in British. sailing vessels as compared with 

874, 

Six sailing vessels left for New York with tea in 1875. There were 
none in 1874. 

Another cause of increase is the purchase of handy sailing vessels by 
British merchants at this port for carrying on the trade between this 
and Formosa. 

Five of these vessels were bought from German firms and transferred 
from the German to the British flag. 
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One cause of the decrease in foreign sailing vessels is perhaps due to 
the strict rules laid down for vessels of all nationalities arriving at Singa- 
pore with passengers, which has thrown nearly the whole of the passenger 
carrying trade into British steamers, 

Forty-three steamers and four sailing vessels, carrying a total of 
18,627 Chinese passengers, cleared from this port in 1875. 

In 1874 only twenty-four vessels were employed in carrying 7,345 
passengers. 

The.passenger carrying trade between this port and Singapore has, 
during the past year, Deen carried on by the ocean steamers of Alfred 
Holt’s Line, calling in at Amoy on their homeward trip, and two steamers, 
the “Carisbrooke ’”’ and “Pearl,” owned by Chinese, naturalized at 
Singapore, together with an occasional outside steamer. 

The passengers to Manila are conveyed chiefly in a British steamer, 
leaving Amoy vid Hong Kong once in fourteen days. There are two 
steamers under the Spanish flag employed also in this trade. 

‘I append a list of the passenger carrying trade for 1875. 

List of Chinese Passengers carried in British Vessels from 1st January 
to 8lst December, 1875. 


No. of Passengers. | 


a 7 Male Female 

3 Male. Female. | Gpitaren. | Children. 
Name of Places. : A) : : , Total. 

wn 7) 

oe “ot o oa o o 5 

a | a | & |e) & Fa ae 
Singapore and daisies) 25 1 9,186 | 208} 114 9,981 
Manila . ¥ 18 oui 3,065 |... 9 3,377 
Java ns ovale cous 2 DFU Wi tepy: 173 
Saigon . 1 96 

Total 


A few remarks upon the tea trade at Amoy may not prove un- 
interesting. 

During last year the export of tea grown in the neighbourhood of 
Amoy fell off very considerably; this was partially due to a short crop, 
but the chief cause was the increasing favour that Tamsui teas are finding 
in the American markets to the prejudice of the Amoy teas. The class 
of tea chiefly exported from Amoy is Oolong, which is grown at Ning- 
yang, a district about 120 miles to the north of Amoy, with an easy 
water communication to this port. This class of tea requires very littie 
manipulation compared‘ with other teas, and is easily prepared for the 
foreign markets. ‘The enterprising merchants of Amoy have taken tea 
plants with them to Tamsui, and have planted them upon the rich yirgin 
soil there, which produces a better class of tea than that grown on the 
mainland, and it 1s gradually ousting the Amoy Oolong tea out of the 
market. 

The tea growers of Ning-yang have no other remedy open to them 
than to turn the tea they grow into Congou, which class of tea requires 
much more manipulation to prepare it for the foreign market. Last year 
there were several chops of Amoy congous exported to England and 
other places at very favourable rates. The question that now presents 
itself is, will the Congous shipped from Amoy find as great favour and as: 
ready a sale in the London market as the Congous shipped from 
Foochow ? \ 
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At present the Congous prepared for the Amoy market are not so 
carefully dressed as those that find their way to Foochow. This will 
soon rectify itself, and Amoy will, in all probability, in a year or so, have 
a large export of Congous in the place of its former Oolongs. 

The whole crop of the Tamsui teas came to Amoy last year for con- 
veyance to foreign markets. 

The following tabular statement will illustrate the extent to which 
Tamsui Oolong and Amoy Congous have been dealt in during the past 
three years :— 


CoMPARATIVE Statement of total Tea Settlements during the Season in 
Amoy and Formosa. 


Description. 1875-76. 1874-75. 1873-74. 
Chests. Chests. Chests. 

Congou .. an ne 75,7724 16,8164 28,1204 
Amoy-Oolong aie a 96,242 199,658 150,690 
Formosa-Oolong .. ay 150,967 93,000 60,000 
Total ae a 322,981 309,474 238,810 


The above table shows that the production of Oolong tea in Formosa 
has nearly trebled itself in the past three years, while the production of 
Amoy Congou has increased in almost the same proportion, and the 
falling off of the export of Amoy Oolong in 1875, compared with 1874, 
shows a decrease of 103,412 half chests. 

It is also to be noticed that Amoy, as a port of transit, did, during 
1875, absorb the whole of the Tamsui tea trade, and it is not improbable 
but that it will continue to do so fora long time to come, as tonnage is 
more readily procurable here than at Formosa. 


Transit TRADE. 


The conveyance of foreign goods into the interior under transit pass, 
and the conveyance of native goods down from the interior, was greatly 
increased in 1875. 

This trade was somewhat in jeopardy in July and August, owing to 
certain commission hongs wishing to levy a contribution of 60 cents 
(2s. 6d.) per bale on cotton yarns going into the interior under transit 
pass, and the Chinese merchants were about the same time summoned 
before the Sub-Prefect and compelled to sign a bond that they would not 
purchase any more foreign goods deliverable in the interior under such 
pass, but that all such goods should pay the lekin and commission hong 
duty. 

This was done to confine the yarn trade to certain Chinese hongs, 
and to prevent British merchants sending it into the interior, as the 
transit charges leviable upon it by Treaty were very much lower than the 
ekin and commission hong duties. 

For example: according to Treaty, a bale of yarn of 300 catties pays 
1t. 5c., or 5s. 11d., transit pass duty, while the lekin charges upon 
the same ar21t. 9m. 9c., or Lis. 2d., and an additional commission 
hong charge of 4m. 2c., or 1s. 6¢,, making a total of 2t. 4m. (12s. 8d.) 
per bale, or 1 t. 3m. 5c. (7s, 4d.) per bale higher than the transit pass 
duty. 

OF course the lekin authorities strove hard for a month or so to crush 
this rising transit trade, which greatly interfered with their receipts, but 
a firm determination to uphold or Treaty rights made them eventually 
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give over eny very active interference, and since that date the sending of 
foreign goods inte the interior, and getting native produce down for 
shipment, has greatly increased. 

The value of the transit trade inwards in 1875 was 107,826/., or 
64,6327. in excess of 1874. The value of native produce brought down 
for shipment 27,831/., or 26,9467. in excess of the previous year. 

This trade, with the exception of some few goods, amounting in value 
to a few hundred pounds, is carried on solely by British firms. 

(Signed) GEO. PHILLIPS, 
Her Majesty’s Acting Consul. 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Consulate, 
Amoy, April 10, 1876. 
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CANTON. 
Report upon the Foreign Trade of Canton for the Year ‘875, 


Tue following are the returns annexed to this Report upon the 
foreign trade of Canton for the year 1875 :— 


1. Table showing Direct Trade. 


a hing ” Indirect Trade. 

Biles, » Shipping. 

4. 3 a Imports of Opium. 

ee as Exports of Tea. 

6. 9 9 e Silk. 

7 Ly) ” ” Sugar. 

8. a Re Imports and Exports of Treasure, 

9. “E 5 Shipping of all Nations. 

10. 59 5 Comparative Value of Trade and Duties, years 1860 

to 1875. 


MM. s 55 Imports for 1875. 
12. 5 - Exports for 1875. 


The total value of the trade of the port in foreign vessels in 
1875 is :— 


£ 
Imports ee a a oe ee 2,946,985 
Exports aie be vs =e ee 4,668,490 
Treasure 55 oe ae 22 ae 957,690 
8,573,165 

Taking the total value of the same trade in 1874— 

£ 
Imports ate se ee ne ws al O0s/ OL 
Exports ee ee ee ee Bey O72, 127 
Treasure ee ve we te ee 1,063,797 


7,421,625 


There is a balance in favour of 1875 of 851,5402., which would have been 
greater but for the difference of exchange,—the tael in 1874 being taken 
at 6s. 41d., and in 1875 at 6s.; if the latter year’s trade is calculated at 
6s. 44d., the result would be 9,064,386/., or a difference of 1,342,71110. 
instead of 861,540. 

It is difficult to report year after year upon a trade which develops 
no new features, and may be said, as far as the foreign portion is con- 
cerned, to be almost stationary. There may be one year with another 
an increase or decrease in value, but the amount is not sufficient to excite 
much attention or give rise to the supposition that any one branch of 
produce or merchandize is developing or otherwise into importance. I 
shall, therefore, in this statement confine myself to a general rather than 
a special view of the mercantile situation of the port. 


Forrrcn Import TRADE. 


Opium,—The quantity imported is less in 1875 by 85 piculs than in 
1874, being 938°67 piculs against 973°42 piculs. This is the amount at 
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least which passed through the Foreign Custom-house, but it is a tithe 
only of what really comes into the province or even to Canton. The 
duties collected at the station in 1874 showed the quantity carried by 
native vessels from Hong Kong and Macao as 14,788 piculs, and to this 
must be added a large per-centage of smuggled drug. 

Cotton Goods: Grey and White Shirtings.—There has been a slight 
increase in these compared with the quantity imported in 1874—81,608 
pieces against 73,562 of greys, and 84,560 against 78,108 of whites. 
Prices, however, haye been better on the average, but the quality of the 
fabrics has not improved, clay and starch, to give weight and face to the 
goods, largely predominating. In other descriptions, with the exception 
of yarns, there has been a slight falling off, but, as in the case of all 
foreign imports, it is impossible to say what quantities arrive in native 
vessels which pass through the native Custom-house, for no information 

aise from that quarter. 
“oollens.—In these there is a falling off, but the Foreign Custom-house 
HS wi cannot be taken as evidence of what the real import is. 

Metals —Such as copper, iron, lead, steel, the falling off is evident. 
Quicksilver shows an improvement. 

Sundries, which includes articles for native consumption, show upon 
the whole an increase. 


Exports. 


Silk, Raw and Thrown.—The year 1875 shows an increase in this 
product, being 18,191°91 piculs against 12,780°27 piculs in 1874, or 
5,411:64 piculs in excess; in raw siik and in thrown, 226°81 piculs 
against 16912 piculs in 1874, or 57°69 piculs in excess. Of the raw 
silk, Great Britain took 262°57 piculs; India, 877°85 piculs; and Hong 
Kong, 11,525°99 piculs. The iatter went to the Colony for shipment 
by steamers, and some portion of it was on French and German account. 
The home markets, however, have been so depressed that heavy losses 
must have resulted, and it is probable that next season wiil show a 
diminished export, unless prices come down a considerable extent and 
the silkmen be contented with less profits. 

There is little doubt, however, that the Canton silk has been forced 
up beyond its real value, and this, added to false packing and deteriora- 
tion, has caused it to lose favour; but the latter evil has lately been 

remedied, and if prices in Canton were more in accordance with quota- 
tions at home, there would be a large increase of business ; but this is 
almost hopeless whilst a spirit of competition prevails. 

Tea.—The decrease in this export is due partly to more caution 
being exercised, and partly to a restriction of the large orders usually 
sent out for execution ;\but it is difficult to say on what basis such caleu- 
lations are made at all, when year after year the results show a loss. 
One great good, howeyer, has been effected, and that is, there are less 
impurities and iron filings in the teas of the past season than heretofore, 
and in a great deal of it there are none at all; and if this purity is 
insisted upon by purchasers, and the teas containing any foreign matter 
rejected, the Chinese will see that the production of clean teas is their 
best policy, and the only way to insure a good sale. Prices, however, 
were still too high, looking at the account sales which were "vendered ; 
but this is a matter which must rest with the pur chasers, and if they will 
not combine against the sellers, prices must keep up in China and losses 
be experienced at home. 

The export of tea in 1875 amounted to 11,024,793 lbs. of black and 
319,079 of green; total, 11,343,872 lbs. In 1874 it amounted to 
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18,247,300 lbs. of black and 292,308 lbs. of green; total, 15,539,608 lbs., 
or a difference in favour of the latter of 2,195,736 lbs. 
Sugar.—The export in 1875 was :— 


Piculs cc. 

Brown és we ata we «+ 206,687 28 
White af or aa an ee 12,911 33 
Candy ws < aie ab wee, don Ot 
Total oo oe ee oe 279,126 22 

Tn 1874 it amounted to:— 

Piculs c. 

Brown oe 2, Ae Bc ». 140,158 89 
White oa aa sa ae ee 47,783 6 
Candy or AC = oe ee 14,418 72 
Total one an oe vac 202960) 6% 


Showing an increase in 1875 of 76,765 pic. 55 c. 


The increase in brown sugar may be attributed to its increased con- 
sumption by foreign sugar refineries, cane juice being no longer used to 
produce refined sugar, but the coarsest kinds of brown. 

From this reswmé of the trade of Canton, it will be seen that it has 
not lessened compared with previous years, but I have to repeat what I 
have said in former Reports, that the Foreign Customs, from which these 
results have been obtained, by no means represent the trade of the port 
in foreign goods and produce ; and, owing to the objection of the Native 
Custom-house to give any information on the subject, it is impossible to 
ascertain its exact extent and value. What is the cause of that objec- 
tion can only be a matter of surmise, but to assume that duties are paid 
there under a system of commutation instead of strict enforcement, and. 
consequently it would be inconvenient to declare the quantities imported 
or exported in native bottoms, would not be far from the truth. 

Take the import of raw cotton, for instance, which has fluctuated more 
than any other article within the last few years. It is well known that 
exceptional privileges were accorded to it when imported in junks, 
although no proof thereof could be adduced. The fact is, the Foreign 
and Native Customs are in opposition. The revenue derived from the 
first, being under foreign supervision, is reported to the Government at 
Peking in its entirety, and the deductions from it for various accounts 
are settled and appear in the balance-sheet; but, as regards the native 
duties, the case 1s ditferent. They are collected by the Superintendent 
of Customs, generally called the ‘“‘ Hoppo,” and without supervision of 
any kind. He is an independent officer, appointed directly by the Em- 
peror, and the Provincial Government of Canton has no control over him 
in fiscal matters, and only a limited one as regards his proceedings. It 
is not difficult to account, therefore, for his objection to furnish any 
returns of his office for the information of foreigners or the enlighten- 
ment of outsiders. With the Chinese, however, the system finds favour, 
and they much prefer the lax and easy mode of doing business that 
prevails at their Native Custom-house, and where their natural inclination 
to make compromises can be indulged in, to the mode which exists at 
the Foreign Kstablishment, where every thing is examined and paid for 
according to the Tariffrate. This, consequently, has something to do with 
so much of the trade being carried in native vessels, for otherwise the junk 
traffic between Hong Hong and Canton, which is very large, would 
be annihilated by foreign steamers, as it has been on the coast for several 
years. 

Another point I haye on previous occasions referred to is the fact that. 
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the import trade in foreign goods and produce in China has passed, with 
few exceptions, entirely into the hands of Chinese to the exclusion of 
foreigners; and when the total value of it for 1874 may be taken 
at about 3,250,00/. sterling, whilst that for 1875 is somewhat more, 
some idea may be formed of the importance of the commercial revo- 
lution which time and circumstances have effected. It may appear 
somewhat strange to those not in the country, and not understanding 
the mercantile genius and powers or combination possessed by the 
Chinese, how such could be; but to those who have watched events on 
the spot there is nothing surprising in it. 

Take, for instance, an incident which occurred not long since at 
Ningpo, where the piece-goods traders resolved themselves into a Guild 
for the purpose of monopolizing the import trade of the port, which they 
not only did by refusing to have any dealings with foreigners or their 
native agents, but made an arrangement with the authorities by which, 
in consideration of paying a certain fixed sum, they were entitled to levy 
a transit duty on certain articles and piece goods pro ratd, being, in fact, 
a commutation for the barrier duties levied upon all goods am transitu, 
besides the 2} per cent. paid to the Foreign Maritime Customs. Of 
course, under such a system the foreign merchart has no chance, and, 
although it is not so organized at the other Treaty ports as at Ningpo, 
the principle exists there, and the trade in imports by foreigners, with 
the exception of their being consigned to British or other foreign firms, 
is a thing of the past. 

The question is, what remedy there is for this state of affairs, and it 
isa difficult one to answer. Foreigners, unless some great change comes 
over them, can never compete with the Chinese on an economical basis. 
The expenses of the latter in establishments and salaries of clerks and 
servants are much less than those of the former, and consequently they 
can afford to do business at lower profits than their foreign competitors. 
Moreover, their cost of living is much less, and they have the great 
advantage of being natives of the country and knowing well the require- 
ments of the markets ; and, above all, they have that formidable weapon 
at hand, combination, and know how to use it. On the other hand, 
foreigners not only cannot combine, but they play into the hands of the 
Chinese by bidding against each other, and the result is that ruinous 
competition has been the death-blow to foreign trade in China, and every 
year shows a decrease of foreign and an increase of Chinese firms. In 
fact, foreigners have little else left to them than the export trade, and 
when that may even be monopolized is, by some, said to be a mere ques- 
tion of time. 

Reports are rife of the intended dispatch of Chinese agents to 
England to open business houses in London and Manchester, and, with 
the knowledge of the. English language, which has been so greatly 
extended by aid of the Hong Kong Government and missionary schools, 
there is no reason why the Chinese should not ultimately sueceed in 
establishing themselves and doing their own business in Europe. Foreign 
merchants say that the Chinese getting the import into their hands is 
the result of local cireumstances, but’ they can never absorb the export 
trade. Probably not, but being excellent men of business; and with 
enterprise and capital, they w ould be very formidable competitors for a 
large share of it, and English merchants will have to look to competition 
within their own territory. Such change, however, is not likely to be 
made so long as the tea-producers and brokers reap the rich harvest they 
do from competitive prices. It better suits the tea and silk merchants 
and those behind. them to have foreigners bidding against each other and 
giving prices that could not be realized in the home markets. The 
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question of the “when,” therefore, is not so difficult to determine as at. 
first sight appears; it means when the present ruinous mode of doing 
business ceases, then the Chinese, seeing there is nothing more to be got 
out of foxeign competit on, will try what they can do for themselves. 

To another point I have before called attention, and which cannot be 
too often repeated; I refer to the deteriorated and loaded quality of 
Manchester goods, particularly shirtings, now manufactured. If they 
could be passed off on the Chinese as all cotton and of good fabric, it 
might be called a gross imposition; but, as the people are by no means 
easy to deceive, and know perfectly well the composition of a piece of 
goods the moment they see or handle it, it seems unaccountable why such 
a system should be persevered in; for if a really good article costs more 
to produce it will fetch more on sale; whilst vice versd a really bad one, 
unless through the ignorance of the purchaser, will fetch less; but. 
possibly there may be some profits realized on the latter unknown to the 
uninitiated. 

There has been much discussion of late upon the subject of opium and its 
production by the Indian Government. This is not the place to discuss the 
merits or demerits of the question, but the practical results may be con- 
sidered. There is no doubt that the importation of Indian opium has not 
increased in the ratio that might have been expected. On the contrary,, 
it has been stationary, whilst, on the other hand, the native production 
has so to a very large extent, showing that if the supply from India failed 
or was cut off entirely, its loss would in time be supplied from native 
sources. Some years since, Sir Rutherford Alcock, Her Majesty’s 
Minister in China, called attention to the probability of the increase of 
native production, and the possibility of its superseding that of India. 
His remarks were received with doubt, but time has proved the soundness 
of his views, for the breadth of land under poppy cultivation has increased 
year by year, and the produce has unquestionably checked the increase 
of the India drug. The province of Szechuen is where it is chiefly 
growu, but in Shantung, Chili, Hupeh, &c, there is an increasing produc- 
tion, notwithstanding the occasional Proclamations fulminated against it, 
and of whieh little notice is taken. It is a mistake, therefore, to suppose 
that the stoppage of the India supply would affect the consumption of 
opium in China. It might for a time cause some inconvenience to those 
who prefer it to the native product, but only for a time, for the habit of 
smoking the drug is so deeply seated as to have become a necessity with 
a very large section of the people, and the Government is wise enough 
not to interfere with it beyond the issue of warnings. 

While on this subject I think it well to quote from the Trade Report 
of the Port of Newchwang of 1874, furnished by Mr. Man, Commissioner 
of Customs there, some remarks of his upon native opium. He says :— 

** All over Sheng-king (another name for the prevince of Liao-tung, 
of which Newchwang is a port) the poppy may now be seen. Every 
town in the province is amply supplied from its yield. Mixed in a 
certain proportion with Indian, the use of the native drug is spreading 
among the gentry, while a resort to it pure gives the humblest peasant 
power of obtaining a longed-for and otherwise ; impossible luxury. 

** Passing northwards to Kirin, a province which has as yet but a thin 
and mixed population, and with great stretches of forest and mountain 
isolating, as it were, the light commanderies into which its Government 
is subdivided, in the settled valleys of this territory, the colonization of 
which is now proceeding with rapid strides, of every ten mow of available 
soil, an average of eight is devoted to the poppy. An exodus of rather 
an extensive scale took place some months since of entire families from 
the lowlands of Liao-tung in the direction of the lately-occupied regions 
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eastward of the lesser palisade. These people hardly made it any mystery 
that their object in thus seeking a new sphere was to turn to a golden 
profit the facilities there promised for an enterprise hampered by the 
nominal taboo at home. 

“Finally into Tsitsihar, a domain until recently scarcely visited by 
Europeans, ungauged as to capability, and where the hold of Goyernment 
has ever been light, the advent of the banned plant has wrought a kind 
of revolution. Three or four years ago some emigrants from China, not 
having the fear of the law before their eyes, started this venture. Success 
resulted passing the wildest hopes ; friends and relations poured in upon 
their track, and, notwithstanding a show at the start of great energy in 
repression, the number of communities obtaining a comfortable livelihood 
by this means has become so large, and the members thereof are, more- 
over, so rapidly increasing in wealth and power that the military magis- 
trates, even those most willing to enforce the law, dare not take measures 
which would certainly result in disturbance, and very possibly in defeat. 
Accepting, therefore, the apparently inevitable, and turning the illegality 
of the culture to a use not unknown to his civil colleagues in the mother- 
country, the Marshal Governor has practically enfranchised the trade by 
fixing a scale of extra fees on produce from the plantations over and 
above the one sole. tax, the land assess, due to the Imperial Treasury. 
Speaking roughly, 12 taels per picul is the average exactment,* and it is 
willingly paid by the hardy settlers, who are shrewd enough to see and 
grasp the advantage such official recognition confers upon them. With- 
out any interference on\the part of their rulers, a growing population is 
thus allowed to continue in undisturbed possession of this fresh field of 
industry. 

“The increased demand for home-grown opium can no longer be 
attributed solely to the low and advantageous price at which it can be 
laid down. Successful efforts to improve the quality have begun to 
influence the results.” 

To these remarks of Mr. Man I may add some information obtained 
lately by me from native sources. 

Opium, which originally came from abroad, had towards the close of 
Ming dynasty (a.p. 1644), the name of “ Ya Fu-jung” (Cantonese, 
“ A-fu-yung ;” Arabic, “ Afyun’’). The “ Botanical Kncyclopzedia” also 
gives the name “ Afuyung.” At that time it was not known that the 
drug could be used for smoking purposes, but its properties were cooling 
and astringent, and it was used for diarrhcea and fevers, but with what 
admixture is not known, Subsequently it was made into paste and 
smoked, hence the present name of opium-smoking, which has also an 
astringent and antifebrile effect. It is relaxing and reduces the system. . 

At first the only sort, was Patna, followed afterwards by Malwa, then 

Benares, and finally Persian, all imported from abroad. Tradition deseribes 
Persian as hot and acid, and liable to cause dysentery. It is all sent to 
the province of Kwangsi, as the chilly climate there is said to permit of 
its use. 
Kwangtung (Canton) only consumes Patna and occasionally Malwa. 
Benares is used in the Prefectures of Hui-chow, Chao-chow (Swatow), 
and Kia-ying-chow, and is sent to other provinces of China. It is 
cheaper than the other kinds. Malwa is only used by one or two out of 
ten in Canton, and goes chiefly to the provinces. ; 

When China first began to cultivate the poppy it was called the 
*“Yung-su-hwa,” jar-shaped flower or capsule, and when the juice was 
extracted it was called white smoke or white tobacco. It is grown chiefly 


* Tael equal to 6s.; picul equal to 133% lbs. 


~~ 
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in Yunnan, where it covers the whole place; hence the name “ Yiinnan 
white.” It is also grown on the hill-tops of Kansuh, but not to a tenth 
of the extent grown in Yiinnan. It is exported from Yiinnan to all the 
provinces, and is also smoked in Canton, being barely more than two- 
thirds the price of the foreign, but it is not so rich to the palate as Patna. 
Hight out of ten in the Prefecture of Canton smoke Patna and the other 
two Yiinnan. Other provinces use a great deal of Yiinnan. Nearly 
every one in Hunan, Hupeh, Yiinnan, Kweichow, and Western Szechuen 
smoked Yiinnan opium, and only the rich used Patna and Malwa, the 
reason being that, firstly, the price was cheaper ; and secondiy, it was easier 
to purchase than the prepared, Patna had to be bought by the ball and 
could not be purchased retail. Each ball was 4 lbs. in weight, and cost 
8 dollars the catty (1% lbs.), that is, 24 dollars the ball, whereas, the 
native could be bought by the ounce or the drachm if required. Again, 
native opium is much easier to prepare than foreign. 

Opium is divided by the Chinese into the following kinds or 
qualities :-— 

Foreign.—I\st. termed “‘ Kung t’u”’ or Patna, 33 Ibs. to the ball. 

2nd. “ Kung-tze-pai” or Malwa, about 33 lbs. to the packet of 5 or 
3 in. cakes. 

ord. “Ku t’u” or Benares, about 34 lbs. to the ball. 

4th. ‘‘Chinta,” or golden opium, or Persian, made np like the second 
quality ; this has a fiery flavour, and is little used by the Cantonese, as it 
causes dysentery. 

The above kinds are sent all over the Province of Kwangtung 
(Canton) and Kwangsi. 

Native.—Native opium is divided as follows :— 

Ist. Called Yiinnan pai or white opium, produced in the Province of 
Yiinnan. It is made up into flat cakes. 

2nd- Syschuen Province also produces white opium, which comes 
only in small quantities. 

8rd. Shensi Province also produces white opium in appearance like 
Patna. It comes occasionally to Canton. 

4th. Kansuh Province also produces white opium, but this seldom 
appears. 

5th. Kwangsi Province also produces white opium, which goes by 
the name of “ Nan hing white,” and is consumed in Canton, but only in 
small quantities. 

6th. The magistracy of Sin hing, in the Prefecture of Shao-ching, 
Kwangtung (Cantoa) Province, also produces white opium calied 
“Paradise White’’ (“Tien tang pai”). The natives of the four Lower 
Prefectures mix it with other sorts for consumption. 

7th. The inhabitants of the Ho yuan, Hai-feng, and Lien-feng 
Magistracies under the Hui chow Prefecture, clandestinely cultivate 
opium, which is made up into balls. They buy Malwa and mix it with 
the native into a paste, which they alone consume. It does not go else- 
where, not even to Canton. 

Foreign opium is distinguished as follows :— 

Ist. Patna is chiefly consumed in Canton and Shanghae. 

2nd. Malwa is chiefly used on the North River of Kwangtung 
(Canton). 

drd. Benares is taken principally by the four lower Preiecturcs of 
Kwangtung (Canton). 

Native—4th. Yimnan white circulates everywhere, 

5th. The other sorts of white Chinese opium are not much in circula- 
tion, and their distribution cannot he actually defined. 

Although it is impossible to obtain the quantities of opium grown in 
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the various provinces of China, still the above description is sufficient to 
show that it is very commonly cultivated over the length and breadth of 
the Empire, and with little or no interference on the part of the Govern- 
ment, and as all the evidence obtainable goes to prove that the native 
production is increasing, it may fairly be assumed that the taste for it is 
also on the increase. 

It may be supposed that foreign opium is subjected to no further 
imposition of duty than that provided by the Tariff annexed to the Treaty 
of Tien-tsin, but this is a mistake. By the Regulations opium is excepted 
from the operation of the transit privilege, by which, on payment of an 
additional 2} per cent., foreign goods are freed from the levy of barrier 
and interior dues. Consequently the intermediate taxation from the 
time it leaves the importer to the time it reaches the consumer is rather 
heavy and somewhat arbitrary. The following is a list of the legal dues 
leyiable on a chest of opium :— 


Ts. § My G. 
Tariff duty per chest of 120 catties . ee ce 30, OO 
War tax, called ‘‘likin,’’ per chest . aA ee LO O79 
Tieh-hiang, per chest .. «se : oe? OTRO 
Sycee premium (36 taels at 7s.) .. sc +.) 2 oz 
61, oa 2 


but the owner has some other little payments to make in transitu. The 
probability is, therefore, that the home-grown stands in a more fayourable 
position than the foreign article as regards the levy of duties. 

Whatever cause for complaint may exist on the matter of foreign 
steamers superseding junks, and thus throwing a large wumber of people 
out of employ, there is no doubt China, and particularly the southern 
provinces, benefits largely by the change, for all fear of famine by failure 
of the rice crops—the staple article of food, is removed, for should such a 
calamity even threaten vast supplies would be poured in by steamers at 
the shortest notice from Siam and Saigon, the French Settlement in 
Cochin China. The advantage this is to a thickly-populated country is 
incalculable, and even now, when the seasons are favourable, the impor- 
tation of rice from these countries is immense, and keeps the native 
markets so well supplied that the price of grain fluctuates but little and 
places it within reach of the poorest. In the extreme northern provinces, 
however, the supply is more dependent upon the rice-producing districts 
and the failure of crops is a very serious thing. 

In a trade report it may not be inappropriate to make a few remarks 
upon the influence exercised upon the Chinese by foreign intercourse as 
regards their adoption of yarious European articles of a domestic nature : 
lucifer matches. for instance, have come into universal use and millions 
of boxes are imported, and it is rare now to see the old flint and steel 
arrangement for producing a light. So also have kerosine and other 
mineral oils, with lamps appropriate for burning them, and the European 
umbrella has almost entirely superseded the old paper ones of China. 
Large quantities are made in Canton and sent to the other ports and into 
the interior, and so closely are the foreign ones imitated that it is difficult 
to say which is which, except from the silk covers being somewhat 
thicker and heavier, and cotton ones it is impossible to distinguish. 
Foreign needles and thread, too, are in fayour, and even woollen and 
cotton socks and mittens are in common use. Of clocks and watches the 
import is very large, and many other articles might be mentioned. The 
German firms are the principal importers of these miscellaneous goods 
and have developed the trade. Canton, besides being a large manufac- 
turing centre, is the depot for the neighbouring provinces which draw 
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their supplies from it, and the storehouse of the native merchants must 
be visited to get an idea of the extent of the wholesale business which is 
done not only in native but in foreign goods. In fact, if a balance of the 
advantages derived from intercommunication was struck between China 
and Europe, the result would show in favour of the former to a very large 


and beneficial extent. 
(Signed) B. ROBERTSON, Consul. 


Her Mayesty’s Consulate, Canton, 
June 7, 1876. 
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Export of Silk for the Year ended December 31, 1875. 


Destination. Raw Thrown. Total Refuse. Wild Raw. Cocoons. 

Pics (¢: Pie. ¢ Pic. ©. Pig.” €: Pie. 6; Pig: & 
Great Britain 7 20 ss 7 20 2,824 50 243 90 208 50 
America ads a 99 75 sis 99 75 a Bue os 
Hong Kong ... .-.| 18,084 41 226 61 18,311 02 1,279 26 5,271 32 772 03 
Shanghae na 0 O01 0 20 0 21 * an oan 
Hankow 0 14 0 14 &. 
Tien-tsin 0 40 0 40 ‘ 

Total ... 18,J91 91 226 81 18,418 72 4,103 76 5,515 22 980 53 


(Signed) 
Canton, June 7, 1876. 


B. ROBERTSON, Consul. 


Export of Sugar for the Year ended December 31, 1875. 


_ Destination. Brown. 
Pic. ¢. 
Hong Kong 53,530 60 
Shanghae 19,379 02 
Hankow os 103.794 08 
Ningpo ee 0 95 
Tien-tsia 27,627 43 
Chefoo aE oe 
Newchwang .. 55 2,355 20 
Total .. --1 206,687 28 
(Signed) 


Canton, June 7, 1876. 


Candy. White. Total. 
Pic. . Pic. oc. Pigs. . & 
15,412 41 1,382 58 70,325 59 
5,369: 28 1,432 20 26,179 50 
24,125 07 5,562 31 | 138,481 16 
4,680 20 sia 4,681 16 
9,167 43 3,640 54 40,435 40 
34 753 34 753. 34 
P73" 2% 211 36 3,339 77 
59,527 61 12,911 33! 279,196 22 


B. ROBERTSON, Consul. 


Treasure and Copper Cash Imported and Exported from and to all 


Ports. 
Imports. Ixrorts. 
Torts Copper Cash. Total of Copper Cash. Total of 
a ‘ j Treasure - Treasure 
Treasure. and Copper Treasure. and Copper 
Piculs. | Value. Cash. Piculs. | Value. Cash, 

; : H. taels.| Tl. taels. | H. taels. Hi. taels.| H. taels. | TH. taels. 

Shanghae ... -| 10,883 | 94,690 94,690 ae i es 
Hong Kong 506 45426 | 1,302,123 | 1,306,549 1,791,061 | 1,791,061 
Total ... 10,889 | 99,116 | 1,302,123 | 1,401,289 1,791,061 | 1,791,061 


(Signed 


) 
Canton, June 7, 1876. ° 


B. ROBERTSON, Consul, 


_ 
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Surprine, for the Year 1875. 


Vessels Entered and 


Flag. Cleared. 
No. Tons. 

British aie - =F) “A 1,516 714,801 
American .. ne we Hi 16 9,842 
German .. i ae a 97 43,385 
French. we ae ite 22 1,436 
Dutch sia ae 5 4 886 
Spanish .. oe on . 1 384 
Swedish and Norwegian oe a 12 4,508 
Austrian .. hs 8 ae 2 580 
Peruvian .. Hae ate se i on 965 
Chinese .. ae 24 ne 48 40,560 

Total na ae as 1,719 822,347 

(Signed ) B. ROBERTSON, Consul. 


Canton, June 7, 1876. 


VauveE of Trade and Amount of Juty, for the Years-1862 to 1875, 


inclusive. 

, Total Value | Total Value Total Amount 

i of Imports. | of Exports. b haweabidie gy ¢ of Duties. 
Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Haikwan taels. 

1862 ae 10,580,928 | 17,742,590 | 28,323,518 | 1,089,308 4 7 0 
1863 + 9,505,285 | 16,083,062 | 25,588,347 926,315 0 3 0 
1864 2,882,045 8,192,795 | 13,659,177 | 21,851,972 727,889 7 4 2 
1865 3,421,114 | 10,556,602 | 18,054,557 | 28,611,159 843,892 400 
1866 5,873,035 | 14,171,101 | 18,832,622 | 33,003,723 889,479 105 
1867 2,825,373 | 14,090,581 | 18,403,154 | 32,493,735 934,774 67 @ 
1868 3,919,485 | 12,991,266 | 18,491,156 | 31,482,422 886,209. 2 8 Il 
1869 5,127,163 | 11,487,679 | 20,010,626 | 31,498,305 869,958 5 3 2 
1870 2,717,205 | 12,053,394 | 19,857,543 |} 31,910,937 822,066 110 
1871 4,086,879 | 15,661,889 | 23,612,439 | 39,274,328 | 1,013,491 9 8 3 
1872 5,248,984 | 16,802,553 | 25,691,712 | 42,494,265 | 1,057,799 0 9 3 

; Shanghae taels|Shanghae taels|Shanghae taels 
1873 4,167,598 9,843,819 | 16,156;437 | 26,000,256 942,387 59 0 
1874 3,360,152 6,979,333 | 16,287,683 | 23,266,966 914,552 05 2 

Haikwan taels |Haikwan taels | Haikwan taels} Haikwan taels 

3,192,300 9,823,282 | 15,263,197 | 25,086,479 991,007 8 2 3 


(Signed) B. ROBERTSON, Consul. 
Canton, June 7, 1876, 
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Part I.—Imports. 


1874. 
Quantity. ‘Value. 
<Opium— 
Malya ewes Oba Mee, sca piculs . 632 33 290,872 
Patna a Ks ws ate calers 340 79 153,436 
Benares.  ... ove eve aes wes op eee eee 
“Ouher kinds dee oes eee rT) o 


973 12 


Opium total... ... tee ae) 


Cotton goods— 


Shirtings, grey, plain... wee es Dieces.| 73,562 132,412 
3 RIGOR, 2 [a BBO Os 78,108 156,016 
s Be woe proged, spot- 
ted, &c. “38 vas 1,594 3,348 
ms dyed, plain = > 748 2,057 
ap » figures, brocaded, spot- 
ted, &c. oa seems, 3,958 10,886 
T-cloths. ... Ue 68,403 88,925 
Drills, English, Dutch, American. ” 6,988 18,640 
Sheetings ike vee a ooo eos > eee ses 
Jeans and twills ... » eae! 
Chintzes, furnitures, and cotton prints. ae 138, 493 18,792 
Turkey red cloths and cambrics . oan oe we 
Damasks, dyed .. kat op 614 2,763 
Velvets, velveteen, and fustians . << 2 3,456 28,386 
Jacconetts, cambrics, lawns, and muslins és 8, 514 10,643 
Domestics, grey ... oes es oy oy 
Handkerchiefs oy . dozens | 39, 832 19,916 
Cotton goods, unclassed v.00 ss. . pieces . 285 624 
Cotton yarns and threads... *. piculs ote LS 943 20 663,013 
Cotton goods total ... ... value. me 1,156,421 
‘Woollen goods— 
Alpaca ons aoe oF see +» pieces . aes ee 
Blankets... “a eae vas eo. pairs . 2,118 6,354 
Bombazettes ase ats 5 ie se. pieces . 6,153 43,071 
Buntings ... east kD Repetto ses Wg 6 
-Camlets, English .. eee ee oie es 2,958 44,295 
i fouDatchig i os 3 5,472 
s imitation, camletcens, J: apanese 
cords see yy 65 520 
«Cloth, wickd) medium, and habit ee 4,108 49,296 
Spanish stripes es we ides eos 5,998 59,980 
Russian cloth ... an ae Pe Sey ame 
Flannels ... = eee ate othe 633 A 596 
Wastings ... Gye © ince was Pte 3,328 39,936 
a5 Crap see coe eve Soh oe =p 
» , imitation . ar mae ey eS us hie 
Long ells ... is 2,285 14,853 
Lustres and Orleans, plain and figured. aa oa 
Woollen goods, unclassed 3 doey fiaga 
Woollen goods total ... .. Value . 271,379 
Miscellaneous piece goods— Ss. 

Woollen and cotton mixtures ... «+ pieces. 579 11,580 
% and silk ... ae eek “Ae aa A 
Linen goods ae eae an RAs 37 111 

Canvas... ses TH acs +» bolts . “Ay me 
Miscellaneous piece goods total ... value . 5 11,691 
Metals— 
Copper, barandrod_ . piculs . oe eee 
» sheets and nails, and Munt’s 
metal . aus “0 sre) > 574 45 9,753 
a old cea ove es 
» ore, and unmanufactured ... “s Se “a 
3 wire » see 
manufactured, “and ware un 
classed . Ree ine a oy on ase 
Tron, mal FOO erametens me Coss tec eG; 4,018 37 12,056 
So “op oa ne Seon aes 991 24 2,973 
» hoo coo M5. 5 oe ae 
» pig rl kentledge | eee ” des aes 
ware and manufactured, unclassed * 96 63 785 


» unmanufactured, unclassed Sats ave 


5. 


444,308 


a 


61 
30,928 14 


one 


1875. 

Quantity. Value. 
325,237 
94,936 
420,173 
81,608 190,687 
84,560 275,670 
1,513 4,796 
446 1,365 
3,859 12,308 
62,497 104,820 
5,155 16,048 
11,240 18,292 
390 "1,864 
3,582 18,602 
4,400 7,508 
15,808 “8,337 


182 
* 815,351 
1,475,825 


3,068 

19,068 

164 

37,613 

854 

816 

94,049 

25,175 

476 "5,558 
9,534 30,715 
9,878 19,758 
2 238,838 
3,638 11,991 
“a 465 
4 40 

5 12,497 
978 27 16,416 
1,198 37 5,738 
930 29 1103 
“64 93 309 


ove 
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1874, 1875. 


Lead, in pigs one eve 
> teaand sheet on . 

Quicksilver . axe ose 

oe and zine ... tes 

Steel . ie ves vee ase 

Tin, in slabs aes ai ot 
» plates . 


+. piculs . 


oe » 
oo » 

” 
oe » 


Metai manufactured, unclassed, as hard- 
ware, brassware, brass buttons, steel- 


ware, tinware, cutlery . soe 


Metal total ove ose 


Sundries— 

Sugar, brown era aes ove 
ga MADR. ane oh wee 

Betelnuts ... Ag ¥5 — 

Birds’ nests aes bike ous 

Béche de mer, age sits 

Cloves and see RS ae ese 

Coals x eae ade me 

Cotton, raw as 

Fish, dry and salt... ... 

Flint stones aes pe oe 

Ginseng see ats a 


Grain and pulse see eee avs 
Indigo ae ies od ne 
Isinglass ... ese oes ase 
Matches ... ase Ano Sox 
Mangrove bark ... oan me 
Needles... one sea see 
Oil ia ase =e ate wou 


7 Peepee black and white. te 


Rattans... eee ees 
Rice... eee ue 
Seaweed and agar-agar nee see 
Sandal wood a ie ssa 
Sapan wood eee 


Wood, other sorts, “nnclassed ... 
Shell-fish, awabi, shrimps, &e. ... 


Silk, raw ... ase 

os manufactured ace ove 
Tea, Japan oe ees 
Timber, ofallkinds  ... me 
Window glass 


Wax, vegetables, and tallow bad 
Sundries, unenumerated . in 


Sundries total ... 4 
Grand total aaa ie 


value . 
oe ” 
 piculs . 
$e Ps 
a 

. »” 
+» 
ood ” 
. tons 
es. piculs 
ie ”? 
L » 
» 
» 
» 
» 
gross 
piculs 
mille 
piculs 
» 
e »” 


vee Value . 
.. piculs . 
a = 

«+. pieces . 
+» piculs . 
«. Value . 
os, BOXES . 
+ piculs . 
a. Value . 


2» 


” 


Quantity. 
33,841 03 
3 


214 68 


2,133 02 
204 84 


Value. 


186,125 
32 


505 07 0 
890,286 


3,149,479 


Quantity. 


28,867 45 
48 00 


2,018 24 
“92 98 


108 22 
402 63 


96 719 17 
6,043 61 


511 81 


4,398,275 


Value. 
171,186 
4 
162,118 


™ 106 
1,798 
2,169 


1,227 
362,174 


586,711 


1,888,768 


Canton, June 7, 1876. 


(Signed) 


B. ROBERTSON, Consud. 
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AwnvaL Returns, 1875. 


Part I.—Exporrts. 


1874. 1875. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. 
Raw and thrown ... sve vee see Piculs «| 12,948 03 5,176,533 | 18,417 97 | 
Refuse. ej, See ee 4,304 14 | 258,248 4,103 76 
Coarse and wild ... (S ee Fee 6,389 35 447,255 5,515 22 
Cocoons ... ke a abe age ereee 781 35 54,693" 980 53 
Piece goods . bs aD a's 4,726 02 2,126,623 5,389 85 
Manufactured goods, nuelassed . BAe 590 26 216,913 488 27 159, 958 
Silkworms’ eggs pas oe ase ae ae ae ae ese ola 
Tea— 
Black ft yey eo ee 98,953 06 | 2,176,968 | 82,670 99 | 1,174,623. 
Green a a ee se 2,192 31 43,846 2,393 09 640 
Briek = ose ite “— eae eee | eee bee = 
Dust . ee) eee 3 00 15 af 
Bags of all kinds : --. pieces 2 2,600 54 634 18. 
Bamboo of all kinds, and ware .. value . ze 50,311 of, 1 
Cassia liznea . “s ie te --- Piculs.| 54,268 $2 542,689 | 52,736 48 268,757 
Camphor = ~- 2» see = os ona 
otis are, earthenware, and potiery Laas 4,343 45 2,662 5,829 11 87,339 
oal ... eae ~ a 2d ai 
ae Chinese boots and shoes . .. value : 185,936 ook 298,941 
‘otton—— ; 
Raw . PES os 5 4 .. pieuls . 3 60 58 2 64 28. 
Seed . Be — * a as o- - = 
Waste a8 BS so ~ a» Po a 2 
Curios . Zs value na 5,473 - 6,733 
Dyes, colours, ‘and paint ae fe iculs . 238 10 1,326 2 6,113 
Fans of all kinds TEN pieces . |2,475,495 56,275 |1,113,589 28,627 
Fish ... “eee : -- piculs . 68 26 723 98 1,370 
Fire-crackers . das s = eae as 28,131 47 196,920 | 16,781 85 156,279 
Flour ... ae = poh ae 4 95 16 16 3 58. 
Fruits of allkinds ... kas Lae 953 49 2,302 744 60 1,597 
Fungus Se = eh oy 6 75 135 0 10 2 
Grains and pulse pn = << 9» see tee a see 
Glassware, bangles, &e. ... Bot ise 6,399 91 191,870 7,067 53 135,473 
Grass cloth ... as = . ches api 262 33 19,064 338 11 52,846 
Hair, ofallkinds ... bres $35 17 26,404 758 08 24,437 
Hemp, rope, and twine... i sees 26 88 404 24 32 158- 
Tiides of allkinds ... Eas, ae oe oe ie os aoe woe 
Hoofs ... Re ae = a es aap. = ave rad 
Horns... Fi 2 = sa «. Value . ae 4,758 A 16,667 
Indigo . =; = a +. piculs . 232 66 7,362 175 03 2,267 
Enng-mgans 2.0 i. nee gS 1,299 71 5,202 967 10 4,060» 
Mats and matting ... hie my w. pieces.| 184,920 395,350 | 157,937 407 
Medicine ae i oe a +. piculs . 1,664 65 11,104 21 13,565 
Metals— 
Manufactured, unclassed, as knives, ° 
* cutlery, brass-ware, copper-ware, iron, ( 
tin, and pewter-ware ... i e-. Value . nisin 85,683 ae 42,489» 
Unmanufactured, unclassed OR ¥ . 396, vee 
Mask ... = ee Se ie es Catties . 0 76 3,800 1 064 4,956 
Nankeens ‘ its 3 . piculs , 822 72 49,863 1,066 64 46.033 
Rut calls eo eres ee a 25 00 5,800 1,728 00 9,279 
Oil, of all kinds wee in 34 38 2,516 7 27 916 
Paper of all kinds, and paper-ware book, : 
tin foil, brass foil .. fo ce 1,828 55 31,504 | 2,280 74 31,854 
Preserves te : eet Ss 12,239 42 97,916 11,873 27 103,117 
Provisions and ‘vegetables Se ON ae, ESE 1,244 70 3,526 1,163 76 3,536 
Rattans and rattan-ware ... ns Pe ee 577 83 4,024 313 00 3,195 
Rhubarb a ope ar. — ass 173 85 5,216 221 48 1,826 
Safflower ae re see ‘ eh OS Ae nes oes ose 
Skins of allkinds .., san tees: Wena PYCCR Ss 322 383 5,408 802 
Straw braid ... Pe F + piculs . 212 61 2,763 90 80 1,361 
Sugaywitite ta = mony cer Flite. Vee 3,246 52 16,233 | 45,412 41 69,883 
> brown. = a = AST 29,920 01 77,793 | 53,530 60 107,862 
>»  eandy . = ciny eee ar = 81 99 208 1,382 58 7,186 
Tobacco. a Me (ayes 754 40 9,626 461 14 7,228. 
Vermicelli and macaroni... 5 2 19 13 1 36 6. 
Wax ... eS pee ae Se “a or 48 35 3,078 
Wool ... asl one eS me Gis, eae =) “ 4 
Swudries tn VSS" yk Ee. savalness te 283,302 aa 330,708 
12,987,161 bs 11,742,308 
(Signed) B. ROBERTSON, Consul. 


Cantin, June 7, 1876. 
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Report on the Trade of Chefoo for the Year 1875. 


Tue returns of trade carried on in foreign vessels at this port during 
the past year appended to this report are as follows :— 


1. Return of Shipping. 
2. Number and Tonnage of all Foreign-built Vessels acorns to 
Nationality. 
8. Summary of Direct Trade with Foreign Countries. 
4. Summary of Indirect and Native Coast Trade. 
5. Imports of Foreign Merchandize. 
6. Imports of Native Produce. 
7. Exports of Native Produce. 
8. ar gin Table of the Principal Imports for the last Four 
ears. 
9. Ditto, ditto, of Exports of Native Produce for the same Period. 


A comparison of the above tables with those of last year shows that 
the trade has been almost stationary, the totals for the two years being 
nearly identical. 

It has, however, to be noted that the values in the Customs’ returns, 
from which these tables are taken, are this year quoted in Haikwan taels, 
instead of local currency, while the rate of conyersion into sterling, 
owing to the fall in the value of silver, has been taken at the same 
standard, so that really the trade has grown to the extent of the dif- 
ference between Chefoo taels and Haikwan taels, or about 4 per cent., 
and this, too, notwithstanding a falling off in the importation of opium 
to the extent of 232,000/., that is to say about two-fifths of the average 
consumption. 

The items of trade which show the most marked increase, and which 
serve to counterbalance this serious falling off, are to be found among 
native imports and exports, the former showing an increase of 112,0001., 
and the latter of 114,000/. 

The demand for foreign manufactured goods has only increased to the 
Bein gh Coed extent of 16,000 taels. 

It will thus be seen that the shipping interest is the only one that has 
gained anything during the year. The total number of vessels entered is 
696 against 626, with a tonnage of 332,802 against 292,225, in 1874. 
The increase has been mainly in sailing vessels “employ ed under charter . 
by Chinese in conveying native produce to and from the southern ports. 
During the early part of the year the freights were fairly remunerative, 
but during the latter part the supply so far exceeded the demand that 
the freights earned barely paid expenses. German vessels continue, as 
before, owing to the exercise of strict economy, to carry off a considerable 
portion of this coasting trade. 

It is a noticeable feature that the crews of nearly all vessels employed 
‘on the coast, whether steamers or sailing vessels, are almost exclusively 
composed of Chinese. The only Luropeans on. board a sailing vessel, for 
instance, are the captain, chief mate, and a boatswain, ihe, rest being 

Chinese, from this or the two southern provinces. Jt is a very rare 
thing indeed to see a British vessel here with a crew of British seamen 
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on board. The reason for this is not so much what it might at first 
sight be supposed to be, namely, that Chinese can be got for lower wages, 
for the average rate of wages for A.B’s is from 17 dollars to 20 dollars a 
month, or from 38/. 10s. to 42. (out of which, however, the man has to 
find himself), as that shipmasters find less trouble in dealing with them 
than with Europeans. ‘There is less of bringing them before the Police 
Courts for drunkenness and disorderly conduct, or absence without 
leave. 

Another reason is the facility with which they can be shipped and 
discharged. . Being in their own country they rarely come upon the 
Consul’s hands as distressed seamen, and there is no objection to their 
being discharged at any time, should either party be dissatisfied with the 
other. 

The agreements are always for short periods—three or six months. 

The extent to which Great Britain and the Colonies are interested in 
the trade of Chefoo will be best seen by a glance at the following com- 
parative Table :-— . 


1. Dinecr Imports. 


1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
£ £ £ £ 
From Great Britain ar sein OD, 683. 21,642 37,584 49,550 
Australia oe eis 9,900 5,036 4,812 9,300 
Singapore and the Straits 523 61 634 857 
Total . 76,041 26,729 43,030 59,707 
2. Brittsn Colonial Goods Imported. . 
A372... |.) 1898, 1874. 1875. 
a £ £ £ 
Opium an ° ..|! 542,287 472,804 631,448 397,998 
Cotton goods .. ar : 617,361 414,050 417,658 407,444 
‘Woollens ae : 55,107 64,180 56,583 59,454 
Metals ‘ 23,544 12,694 21,232 29,546 
Total . 30 1,238,249 963,728 | 1,126,921 894,442 
Add Direct Imports, as above ee 76,041 26,729 43,030 59,707 
Total . 1,314,290 990,457 | 1,169,951 954,149 


The proportion, therefore, which British or Colonial produce forms of 


the gross imports of the port, exclusive of sundries, the origin of which 
cannot be traced with accuracy, is something over 50 per cent. 

The. falling off, as compared with 1874, is, as was remarked above, 
mainly in opium, and is due, in all’ probability, to merely local causes. I 
remarked in last year’s report upon the excessive quantity imported 
during 1874, which left a large stock undisposed of at the end of the 

ear. 

That in itself is probably sufficient to account for this year’s 
diminished importation. At the same time it is becoming more manifest, 
year by year, that the cultivation of native opium is affecting the market 
even in this province, though, owing to the illicit character of the trade, 
it is extremely difficult to obtain reliable statistics. Merchants are 
either unable or unwilling to give definite information, There is no 
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doubt, however, about this, that in Chefoo, and in every large town in 
the province, native grown opium can be freely bought in the market. 
I am informed, on what I believe to be reliable authority, that about 
200 peculs, valued at 12,000/., have been sold in this town during the 
past year, and if that is so in a place the most remote from the pro- 
ducing districts, it is easy to see that the consumption for the whole 
province must, on the lowest calculation, be a very considerable amount. 
The greater part comes from Shansi, but the cultivation of the poppy has 
been observed within the last few years in various districts of Shantung. 
The price is generally from 30 to 50 per cent. below Indian opium, 
though I am informed that it has lately risen from 200 or 300 to 400 
cash a tael weight. 

The trade in English piece goods calls for no special remark. The 
import of grey shirtings is less than that of 1874 by 57,300/., while that 
of T-cloths and cotton yarn has increased by 12,5002. and 20,9002. 
respectively. 

A comparison of the last eight or ten years shows that no material 
increase is to be looked for in this branch of trade, at least until more 
facilities of transit for reaching the markets of the interior are provided. 

Metals generally show an increase, particularly in nail-rod iron. 

The Import and Export of Native Produce has increased by about 
20 per cent., as compared with the previous’ year. This is only what 
might be expected from the settled condition of the country, and the 
facilities provided by foreign capital for the interchanye of commodities. 
It will be noticed that bean-cakes in particular have advanced consider- 
ably. The trade in this article affords a capital illustration of the way in 
which the opening of Chefoo has benefited all classes of Chinese. alike. 
It gives employment to a large number of junks in coilecting the beans 
from the small ports round the gulf; it has made the fortunes of a 
number of merchants in Chefoo, who buy the beans and manufacture the 
bean-cake ; it enables the southern sugar growers to obtain an article 
which they imperatively want for their sugar crops at a cheaper rate ; 
and, lastly, it affords the bean farmers in the north a ready market for 
their produce, and so enables them to purchase in return many of the 
luxuries of life which would otherwise be beyond their reach. 

Facts like these can hardly fail to force their way into the intelli- 
gence of a Chinaman, and it is to be hoped that he will at the same time 
see the necessary inference that every additional facility of transport will 
be a like clear gain to everybody all round. 

The only article of export destined for foreign consumption is straw 
braid, This shows an increase of 20,000/., or about 25 per cent. on last 
year’s export. Great complaints are, however, made by exporters of the 
inferior quality of the article. Here as elsewhere an increased demand 
produces a deterioration in quality, and the Chinese are adroit enough so 
to pack the bundles as to make inspection very difficult. The conse- 
quence is loss to the unwary exporter. 

General Remarks,—A striking illustration came under my notice 
during the year of the way in which official supervision obstructs the 
development of new branches of trade. It has long been known that 
coal is abundant in Wei hsien, a district town some eighty miles from 
Chefoo, where mining operations have been carried on in a primitive 
way by the natives. At the request of one of the mine-owners a foreign 
merchant of this place imported a mining pump, so constructed as to be 
worked by mules, and in an undemonstrative manner, by which means it 
was hoped that the susceptibilities of the officials would not be offended. 
Before the time that the pump arrived, however, it was notified in the 
district that no such purchase would be permitted, and an old Proclama- 
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tion by the Governor of the Province was produced, which, by implica- 
tion, forbade the introduction of such articles. Application was made to 
me to obtain a withdrawal of the prohibition, and after months of waiting 
a new Proclamation appeared, which declared explicitly enough that the 
‘sale of machinery of all kinds was not eontrary to Treaty, but added the 
proviso that to prevent abuses intending purchasers must first make 
application to, and get the sanction of, the local magistrate. It is now 
stated, and with every degree of probability, that this qualification com- 
pletely neutralizes the whole thing, and that any applicant who might be 
bold enough to present himself within the doors of the Yamén for such a 
purpose would be muleted so severely, if not also beaten and imprisoned 
on some plea or other, as to leave him a ruined man. Anyhow, no 
purchaser can be found, and meantime the mines are full of water, and 
the pump is lying in the merchants’ godown. I have been told by a 

resident who visited the place about the new year that the greater part 
of the pits are closed from the impossibility of working them at a remu- 
nerative rate owing to the labour and expense of raising the water. Had 
the officials only shown themselves favourable to the scheme, the experi- 
ment of a foreign mining pump would certainly have been tried, and if 
successful, as cannot be doubted, it would in all probability have paved 
the way to a general use of the appliances of western skill. As it-is, 
exclusion has once more trrumphed, and the merchant can only look for 
some impetus from without to break up the strength of official opposi- 
tion. It is matter of regret that the traders themselves are so pusillani- 
mous, but it is hopeless to expect them to take the initiative against the 
will of the officials. They have neither the courage nor the knowledge 
for such a task, and though instances are. not rare where by combination 
and sheer force of numbers they have compelled the mandarins to give 
way, yet in a case like this, where there is anything foreign in question, it 
is easy for the officials by a few high-sounding phrases to get a majority 
of the populace on their side. 

There have been few occurrences worthy of note during the period 
under review. On the 19th and 20th of August we experienced an 
unusually severe gale from the north-east—a quarter against which this 
harbour affords very little shelter. The British barque ** Ellon Castle” 
loaded with peas, &ec., for Amoy parted both cables while at anchor in 
harbour, and drifted helplessly on to the beach, where she soon became a 
total wreck. Four of the Chinese crew were drowned. In the same 
gale Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Kestrel”? lost an anchor, and two German 
vessels were driven ashore, without, however, sustaining serious damage. 
The British vessel ‘ Catherine Marden” put in in the month of October, 
having been in collision with a junk. A Court of Inquiry established 
that the cause of the collision was a want of proper light on the part of 
the junk. Most of the junk’s crew scrambled on board the ‘ Catherine 
Marden,” leaving only three men on board, who kept her away before 
the wind, but it is not known what ultimately became of her. The want 
of a proper system of lights and sailing rules causes a great loss of life 
and property annually among the junks. Every foreign shipmaster that _ 
has sailed in these seas has his tales of danger and hair-breadth escapes 
from collision, caused by the unskilful navigation of ‘these craft. There 
is no reason why Chinese seamen should not be taught and required to 
observe the international sailing rules now agreed upon by all western. 
nations. At least they should be made to-carry red and green lights. 
Nothing is more common at present than for them to have simply a small 
oil lamp stuck somewhere on the poop, and the chances are ten to one 
that it is obscured, as to any vessel ahead, by the huge sail. It is only 
-when danger is so close at hand as to make a collision all but inevitable 
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that any means are taken to warn the other vessel. And then all they 
do is to beat gongs or burn paper, and helplessly shout to the other not 
to run them down. If the ordinary sailing lights were carried, in nine 
eases out of ten the danger would never happen at all, and a knowledge 
of the steeering rules when in a proximity to danger would enable them 
to pass uninjured in many cases where at present they helplessly collide. 

My relations with the Chinese authorities continue on a satisfactory 
basis. I have nothing new to remark under this head. The members of 
the various Protestant missions continue their labours both here and in 
the interior without let or hinderance from the people. The only place 
where anything like hostility to foreigners has been shown was at the 
Shantung Promontory, where a party of two Englishmen and their 
servants, who had (unwisely perhaps after the events of the previous 
- year) paid a visit to a village adjoining the lighthouse, was set upon by 
a mob armed with hoes, sticks, &c., and only escaped severe maltreat- 
ment (if not worse) by outrunning their assailants. The local officials 
held an inquiry of their own accord and dealt out nominal punishments, 
’ and as the assailed, who were themselves in the Chinese service, had 
made no official complaint, the matter was allowed to drop. 

The foreign Settlement has been increased by the addition of a few 
houses during the year and the native town continues to grow rapidly. 
We are still without any local organization for administrative purposes— 
a want that is much felt. The roads and drains made some five years 
ago by voluntary subscription are falling into disrepair, and, worse still, 
the approaches to the Settlement from the interior are rapidly being 
blocked up by the irregular manner in which Chinese houses are springing 
up on all sides. It is ‘to be hoped that 1876 will sce some effort made to 
counteract this evil, which would seriously interfere with the comfort and 
health of foreign residents. 

(Signed) W. H. LAY. 


‘XVI ‘H ‘AM (pousig) 
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(No. 5 


CHINA. 


-)—TRADE in Foreign Goods. 


Imports and Re-exports. 


Imports. Re-exports. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Cotton goods— £ | £ 
Shirtings, grey, plain vee eve pieces 347,259 179,186 3,571 1,843 
ar white 2 oes | gy! 500 273 
me oe and figured ee 5 6 4 
ad dyed, plain £ 247 144 
» spotted and ‘figured 4 ae ae 
* T-cloths icp fe tus eee) 55 5,734 2,460 
Drills, English fe ace Bact 95 2,344 1,815 
» American .,, see es 8) ose. ome 
Brocades, dyed a ee one) es 37 32 
‘i white ane nee Peo enrs oe, 5 
Chintzes ae BS = iad ag 178 
Cottonades ... ay son nes. ..90 1 
Damasks ab: “5 See ea) Senos 160 207 
Dimities and ate eee Dia) ) bitsy she ee 
Jeans, twills ... sey oy ie 80 58 
Lastings, cotton ... ae or ee 702 936 
Mahomedans . Svs. aa a as eee ee 
Muslins and lawns ... 5 aa, deh 251 108 
Sheetings, American . $05 See see ‘ 
Turkey red cloth ... A coe 1,105 633 
Velvets and velveteens 5 aD ieee 0 117 
Cotton thread . aed Sa +. Diculs us ase 
Cotton yarn ... Pad ees ones ie es 
Woollen goods— 
Blankets Ag ae sae es pairs es eee 
Camlets, English... = «+. pieces 49 225 
Cloth, broad, &e. Soe Vins 116 1,009 
a Russian Any bas sae. lost 130 1,170 
Flannel ss “= aye eae ee os 
Lastings, woollen... ive ae es 81 279 
rs crape eto 40 108 
Long ells ~~ aS 1 
Lustres and orleans - - See! Phy 1,154 1,195 
crape . au A eeu ies 68 
Spanish stripe . a Be i 714 277 
Wool and cotton mixtures... fay A 18 22 
30a at 
opper é +. piculs an 
bogs wire ve B ro 410 00 935 
» bar & ose . Kel a> 16 00 V 
». Dail rod . eee Ae pure 547 00 567 
Lead, in pigs . ous He > a 6 00 12 
Quicksilver 5 z ms 46 00 1,059 
Steel 25 . » 198 
Tin, plates... ove ons - vas ae 
» inslabs ... oe ace - 6 00 43, 
Sundries— 
Aniseed, star... ies Bee wae as 29 00 154 
Bark, mangrove =a. tne nee 247 00 72 
Betel nut... fe Bae ae oe 1,383 00 992 
Birds’ nests ... ee aaa Seo ee as, dae 
Camphor er ozs ose » oe ae 
Canvas . a “4 men +. bolts 40 
Cardamums, superior aoe .-. pieuls 1 81 75 
ay inferior . are 3 ee 13 00 117 
Cassia lignea.. ae re Pa ae a 
Coal ... a .-. tons 577 1,716 
Dye stuffs and colours ; oH bs ans 414 
Glass, window ae B20) re MUOKES 157 186 
Gum olibanum “ one piculs es i 
Horns, deer, young ... i pairs 53 762 
»  Yhinoceros .,. pee oe tee 
Tsinglass a cs ah a vue rh 
Matches vag gross 900 176 
Medicine... = “oe .-- piculs 66 00 276 
Needles 50 A ae .. mille 23,602 1,495 
Nutmegs an = .. piculs + 
Oil, kerosine ... ss. Se eee Cals, 10 
Opium, Malwa A me ... piculs 225 00 28,061 
» Patna. ae * a or ee 
»  Benares i “ig wes 3 60 458 
Paint or aoe oe Rae ray ase ash 
Peel, orange ... wae we ne ees as 
Pepper, black 9 "Bon “ewe “se? a» 1,003 00 3,458 
Putchuck ... cen oe Soa Ws 00 4 
Rattans ae ade ae eee oes one ine 
Rope, European... mee wee tee ove 
» Manilla. re, PT ACS ay ae 
Seaweed, Japanese and Siamese ... a 1,952 00 1,119 
Russian... oF. sccm 5S 18,409 00 6,572 
95 00 415 


Shark. fins, black — « oe soo 


~" 


Ae 


CHEFOO, 35 


Imports. Re-exports. 


Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 


: £ £ 
Sugar, brown . oa bie + Piculs ...{ 35,771 00 80,799 1,237 00 1,066 
SO NS et ae es} 7,023 00 13,107 461 00 862 
Tea, Japan aoe am vee Bee sgh ned 913 00 1,096 97 00 117 
MOEDROR css lave op abs 5p } 98 00 333 5 00 18 
Wood, sandal . eee nce eA « 521 00 1,512 102 00 298 
» sapan . “Fr aii sear as +| 52,604 00 20,542 3,023 00 2,157 
Sundries, unenumerated ... FR eas xe 7,910 9 1,639 


Total ... ace ove eee ove 1,126,381 eae 68,852 


(Signed) W. H. LAY. 


No. 6.)—TraApDE in Native Produce. Imports and Re-exports. 
Pp Pp 


Imports. Re-exports. 


Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 


£ & 
WEROMIOM TE stu cass wee ane Piculla@, -... 1,945 2,797 82 00 ng 
Bags, hemp... oe eas aa pieces! - ~<.. 40,260 414 23,600 249 
Bambooshoots... .. .. =... piculs ... 202 359 4 00 9 
ye Aplitst... des Nas ee Oss ne 886 455 880 00 187 
BAMEWAEG Hl cae <itese | eee Stee a a 398 567 1 00 
Brass buttons ... is a my Hy aoe 986 17,015 104 00 1,799 
» ware inal ase Baa eo ss ant 56 450 1 00 1 
Cassia lignea .,. e ae Nee HS A 877 1,303 7 00 24 
Coal, native Sak Ria he Gs ase 4,400 304 as 
Cotton ... 3 fst ee See ; 508 1,982 43 00 169 
Fans, palm-leaf . axsif Paes DICCER 205,400 709 +e “e 
» pape: e eee eee Tey od . 559,249 5,033 10,589 96 
Flowers, dried ... ise ee «. Diculs ° 793 429 127 00 64 
Fruits, dried... wis eae ee xa 734 819 14 00 16 
aoe fees o. Bae ane ee | ae ae 462 293 “Pa 4 
icy a AS Sa ar re i 1,051 346 44 00 20 
Ginseng, native . its sa ace 8 5) 114 5,035 2 96 50 
Grass cloth, coarse. nets : 1,048 8,997 11 00 99 
x e <6 as 32 838 ene 
— dry 3 A axe RY) vos 637 4,579 48 00 346 
Lead, red . wha sea she Se —— 181 470 19 00 50 
ax) WRIEEL oe ais ae 5g , 1,621 3,259 148 00 289 
oe -YOLOW Ss. aS pee uke’ 661 1,710 143 00 370 
Mats, straw and tea ... ea «« Pieces’ 4.. 44,585 402 910 8 
Medicine . dae ive sae « piculs oes 2,775 5,084 207 00 351 
Nankeens eee seo ove Bee.” oy me 47 488 30 00 309 
Nutgalls . ana fase ees ins 774 1,890 Ras aaa 
Oil, wood . oe aie aes -cgA Eh 3,387 6,098 10 00 19 
Paper, 1st quality ree ave ea. 3y a 3,886 15,634 225 00 906 
5 OCC, a ar a 31,411 58,605 1,179 00 2,202 
sPRJORS SS hase ae paeeemats © | 55 ra 5,021 20,520 180 00 621 
Peel, orange... na Ree 2 Se ae 867 1,268 246 00 849 
Preserves . sep ion ain on fs ss 3,055 6,417 367 00 714 
Rice, red . ane ae aes a an 490 931 66 00 108 
Seeds, flower... aay mae Rat os aay 283 643 26 00 80 
Shark-fins, white tv ned Re 5s as 63 824 ue mea 
Silk and cotton mixtures Ria aoe es ot 26 1,443 = aaa 
» embroidered dee ro Res ss | 16 §,502 fie oan 
3 HOSS: . af one ave Br Of 6 361 ee sa 
>» Piece goods . ss one ee 12a as 372 57,358 0.12 18 
» ribbons ,.. ae ae aso has dee 108 21,880 14 86 2,989 
» tassels ten sve * it ay . 3 434 . ins 
» thread ne ove : sg y 9 1,358 awa es 
Steel, native ... is Ae feet as tail 2,045 2,940 - a 
Sugar, brown ... “A LA = SR | 194,486 167,453 80,424 00 26,196 
oy CAUGY, cons é63 pe hes a8 12,174 26,224 3,764 00 8,108 
white ove saa oak Sigs oo 85,081 158,763 3,195 00 5,962 
Tea, black one a es in > 106 1,021 101 00 970 
os. DEC) ape ena m 296 444 296 00 
Tinfoil ... ose ae 134 1,159 23 00 200 
Tobacco, prepared... ase <aelea 95 cy 3,012 14,714 835 00 4,078 
Turmeric . vee ose eve ase: 35 oe 4,100 3,531 1,907 00 1,642 
Vermillion foe “3 ae rate ies 551 9,500 43 00 744 
Wax,white  Siet ccs eee eebeesy ae 141 2,026 26 00 374 
Sundries . ot ann ae es a a 8,683 nae 1,801 
661,761 63,722 


(Signed) Wi; FL. DAY. 
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(No. 7.)—Trape in Native Produce. Exports and Re-exports. 


Total Exports and 
Re-exports. Re-exports. 


Quantity. Value. Quantity. | Value. 
ee Ses ————E 


£ £ 
Almonds - ere a ee « picdls 110 00 508 aes ow 
Bags, hemp... ds ay . pieces ...| 23,600 249 28,600. | 249 
Barley... nee ae fen we -- pieuls oes 359 00 309 del ase 
Beancakes bee at rie 5 «+»|1,067,774 00 233,842 960 210 
Beans Ke x Rar: «| 287,512 00 74,179 873 222 
Biche de ‘ner, blaek Bee ee i axe 35 00 404 tie ae 
Brass buttons ... oe ir Tens was 104. 00 1,798 104 1,798 
Caps, felt . toe en ites «+. pieces e.| 20,090 783 ne eee 
Chillies, dried ... oo eve + piculs ors 238 00 732 tes ows 
Cotton, raw... 4\ wa ha rf 800 00 3,106 43 169 
Dates, ag os aoe “= Bers eee 7,089 00 5,296 tes ep 
of eae ia 235 Si. Ris | 40,060 00 17,186 Ane a 
Dye stuff . eve ae ie wer] Sls ee 2,329 00 5,710 |) os oe 
Fish, salt . in if a oe ot 3,634 00 2,705 aes eee 
Fruit, fresh... ate Sie evel tse ah 3,648 00 1,095 ris tie 
peOLIEd cas = Sees =" 857 00 427 14 16 
Ginseng, Corean, Ist quality ” . jot 3: = 23 00 9,914 vas soe 
mt - Qnd quality moieties sea 0 67 68 ais asl 
» native . as ies wang Mey sind 87 84 3,985 8 50 
i) beard! 4 ta fas Was! boy oP 5 00 356 ane oad 
Glassware oe ee Rea See pe 395 00 2,257 2 13 
Hats, straw... ies ais .-. pieces «| 127,594 9,897 ae nee 
Hops 9 me aes +. piculs ore 1,034 00 796 as te 
Horns, sey young a3 ms roe iis 166 00 2,393 7 Sea 
ae on os Re ss “ 73 00 800 ee 
Indigo, aned aes é 48 00 346 346 
Lead, white a 24 Bri wes ao 148 00 298 298. 
» yellow... ee eee Hey, ce ae 143 00 371 371 
Lily aawexs, dried iy she he es a 3,181 00 10,882 ‘ 
Liquorice . ane sas ies Drew 5 ove 6,623 00 4,746 ‘ 
Medicine . re & ral es «| 18,868° 00 19,609 350 
Nankeens eee S. ee 2 “6 30 00 309 309 
Oil, bean . - ee ae ort nh =-4 701 00 843 iia 
Paper, Ist quality “5 a Ot a 225 00 906 906 
» 2nd quality... = ie oe 1,179 00 2,202 2,202, 
33 joss a me = ao a 180 00 621 621 
Peel, orange... oo mee vee. aS = 246 00 849 849. 
Preserves . pas Ses is mae sy = 868 00 774 774: 
Seeds, melon... a es Ric, Oss % 4,295 00 3,451 os 
>  salisburian aes te. Axe ae ee 746 00 435 nee: 
Shrimps, dried ... Sow ites hie Vey si 7;109 00 4,075 a 
Silk, pongees ... es aos Cy cect nae 1,083 00 46,699 2m 
» Tibbons ... =e fae rio ane ni 14 00 2,989 2,989 
>, waste ae = ws 3.155, 4x 63 00 627 a 
>> Wild, raw ... aes ag pees es 283 00 14,048 “aa 
>» yellow ead oss aS eo) GS 34 00 3,005 ‘sl 
Straw-braid ... bn des oS | 17,072 00 98,132 sua 
Sugar, brown .., ine uns Men dines «| 380,424 00 26,190 26,190 
a meriebite civ Cae eys Memes «Nes sae| 8,194 00 5,966 5,966 
saeucandy  & a5 ee ies a aie 3,763 00 8,108 8,108 
Tea, brick aaa fs ies Sets os ei 296 00 444, 444, 
black axe is ue SB an 101 00 973 973 
Tobacco, prepared Ra as Mes nad 1,273 00 6,220 4,078 
Turmeric . a = ise res ame 1,907 00 1,643 1,643- 
Vermicelli Bs a* tye Rity os ‘ 88,435 00 on 
Vermillion ~~ pax oe f- nea 43 0! 744, 
Walnuts . bes wee eee es 99 bee waa 
Wax, white ea nae besGikece oa ee 874 
Wheat ... ade oe soe aso cee ove 
Wool, sheeps’ ... tos @ x» on eal 
Sundries, unenumerated a 


a 
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(No. 8.)—Comparative Taste of the Principal Articles of Import 


for the five Years, 1871-75. 


Preserves ... ees 
Seaweed— 


Japanese and Siamese . 


Russian ... ae 
Silk piece goods 


Silk and cotton mixtures... 


Sugar, brown... 
» candy “8 
» white tee 
Tobacco, prepared . 
Turmeric ... eee 
Sapan wood ae 
Woollens— 
Camlets ... eve 
Lastings ... oe 
Long e! eee 
Lancs and Orleans 


Weel a stripes .., 


ool and cotton mix- 


Coals, foreign... tons ... 
Cotton, raw aes piculs . 
Cotton piece goods— 
Brocades, dyed ... +» pieces - 
» white... ree yet! 
Chintzes oA esas Mas Dike 
Damasks os Ractltay Jie 
Drills ~ ... eae a 
Handkerchiefs .. dozens. 
Jeans and twills . +. pieces . 
Shirtings, dyed, oe ae 
” ” hon tied. . » 
tas oy, Fea 
ole my Adie 
» Spo oh 7a ‘ee 
T-cloths weal Pk Pe 
Turkey red cloths me Ras 
Velvets ire Meeks wai 
Velveteens a weet (Vie Howe 
Glass, window... eee 8q. ft. . 
Grass cloth, coarse +» pieuls . 
pe fine ... vee 5p os 
Hemp bags... — «+» pieces . 
ILO AEFcce vee vee piculs. 
Tsinglass ... ean ya Tn aad 
Matches _ .., oon sss PTOSS's0, 
Metals— 
Tron, bar... ies s+» piculs . 
Nail rodiron ... a3 SR 
Lead veh A= = ae 
Quicksilver say vaektsy: ve 
Steel, foreign ... ati yo ai 
Tin nee on Oct ip Wepre 
Needles... aon exe Mille ,.. 
Oil wood... on eve piculs . 5,628 00 
Opium— 
NAL LUiidssi hse 59 oe 3,439 00 
Patna... oes se 64 80 
Benares ... Wes ets os 75 60 
Persian »... ira Riche aan Ae 5 00 
Prepared... ae Mies ys 0 86 
“Paper, Ist quality... ... 5, «.{ 18,947 00 
» 2nd quality Peessias} 24,027 00 
Pepper! ... ane ae es 1,148 00 


2,067 00 


24,771 00 
87,612 00 
199 00 

13 00 
276,014 00 
13,788 00 
104,482 00 
1,464 00 
674 00 
14,051 00 


1872. 


903 00 

435 00 
4,793 
16,182 00 


143,000 
3,239 00 


4,129 00 


1873. 
474 
3809 


3,570 
5,918 


22, 608 


1,282 
995 


940 
82,239 
3,049 


424 


(Signed) 


00 
00 


00 


1874. 


1,661 00 


5,635 00 
4,787 00 
4,485 00 

26 00 
1,405 00 

485 00 

141,021 

3,136 00 


4,368 00 
32 01 


3,671 00 
1,710 00 


42,767 00 
60,091 00 
303 00 

17 00 
226,021 00 
14,829 00 
66,094 00 
1,284. 00 
5,141 00 
27,521 00 


1,230 
959 
620 

24,181 

2,695 


658 


1875. 


4,635 6) 


986 00 


4,011 00 
13,522 00 
3,758 00 
113 00 
3,429 00 
650 90 
194,355 
3,387.00 


3,099 00 
32 70 
56 40 


8,907 00 
31,411400 
4,609 00 
3,055 00 


32,605 00 
1,483 
1,370 

780 

25,358 

2,866 


864 


W. H. LAY. 
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(No, 9.)\—CompaRATIVE TABLE of the Principal Articles of Export 
for the Years 1870-75. 


1871. 


1872. 


1874. 1875. 


Beans oa ate «. piculs .} 480,243 00 | 486,953 00 | 316,763 00 | 290,543 00 | 287,512 00 
Bean-cakes... Rh sss 59 «e+| 670,406 00 | 730,547 00 | 821,889 00 | 876,093 00 |1,067,774 00 
Caps, felt ... ae + pieces .| 11,260 4,53 20,009 00 
Dates, black ave .. piculs 4,470 00 11,454 00 7,089 00 
sy) TE nae ne cz. JASE 15,379 00 34,968 00 | 40,060 00 
Fish, salt ... ree, waht Sgt) edef PTDL (OO 4,008 00 3,634 00 
Fruit, fresh... Ea Mel bastieesl) (5027000 5,579 00 3,648 00 
Fungus... Be an ae 182 00 389 00 ie 
Ginseng— ; 
Corean, Ist quality ... 4, « 11 80 28 03 23 60 
73 Qnd quality ... 4, 13 52 1 85 0 67 
Native ... Nig cm ee 11 95 87 84 
Hats, straw e «. pieces. 189,831 127,594 
Lily flowers awe e» piculs . 1,546 00 5,181 00 
‘Liquoricey.. . Reaseeiry oe 5,296 00 6,623 00 
Medicine ... ete owen NS 11,449 00 | 13,368 00 
Oil, bean ¥r ee Wee 20,032 00 701 00 
Prawns and shrimps Fe! 12,990 00 7,109 00 
Silk pongees wie Aes we 744 00 1,083 00 
» wild, raw ia F aspheeke 8 72 283 00 
>» yellow... a4 re. 8 00 35 00 
Straw-braid ace >» 13,176 00 | 17,072 CO 
Tobacco, prepared... J 5 143 00 1,273 00 
Vermicelli .., is ee oe toe 69,540 00 73,382 00 | 88,435 00 
Walnuts... nee wack 3 ae 8,105 00 1,972 00 2,189 00 
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FOOCHOW. 
Report on the Foreign Trade at Foochow for the Year 1875. 


Tue Returns annexed to this Report are lettered from A to F. 

The value of the merchandise imported and exported during the year 
amounted to 5,633,960/., besides treasure to the value of 2,096,947/., 
together giving a total sum of 7,730,907/, 

Table A shows the value of the trade with other countries, and the 
proportion thereof carried on in British vessels. 

Table B shows the value of the trade with other Chinese ports, and 
the share of it carried on in British vessels. 

Table C is a Shipping Return, showing the number of British vessels 
and aggregate number of foreign vessels entered and cleared, and the 
ageregate tonnage and yalue of cargoes in each case. Compared with 
the preceding year, there is a decrease of 5 vessels in the total number, 
but an increase of 12,386 tons in the total tonnage. 

Table D is an extra Shipping Return, showing number of steamers 
and of sailing-vessels entered and cleared under each flag, with the 
total tonnage in each case. It shows that steamers more than doubled 
the number of sailing-vessels; that nearly all the steamers and nearly 
half the sailing-vessels were under the British flag. (More than half the 
tonnage of the sailing-yessels was made up by British vessels.) 

Tables E and F are Comparative Returns for the years 1874 and 1875 
of certain articles imported and exported to a value in each instance of 
exceeding 100,000 dollars in either year. 

The only things worth mentioning in Table E are an increase of more 
than 307,000 dollars in the value of opium, of more than 222,000 dollars 
in the value of cofton piece goods, and of more than 210,000 dollars in 
the value of lead imported. 

Tn the exports, Table F, the only things worth noting are the large 
export of tea, amounting to 96,497,717 lbs. and the rapid growth in the 
export of brick tea in the last four years, mentioned in a note at the foot 
of the Table. The trade in brick teais in the hands of two Russian firms 
the members of which spend a great portion of their time in the tea 
districts in the interior, superintending the manufacture of the tea they 
require. They are thus able to ensure getting an article especially 
suitable for the market it is intended for; so that the rapid growth of 
their trade is not to be wondered at. 

Steamers have almost entirely taken the place of sailing-vessels in the 
tea trade of this port. During the month of June, eight British steamers, 
measuring 11,418 tons, left for London with new tea, and not one sailing- 
vessel cleared for England during that month. During the year, thirty- 
four British steamers, measuring 48,669 tons, loaded here entirely or 
partly for London. Three British steamers loaded here with tea for the 
Australian Colonies during the season, and there is every reason to believe 
that within a very few years sailing-vessels will be cut out of that line 
also ag regards the carriage of tea. 

(Signed) W. H. PEDDER, Consul, 
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CHINA, 


(E.)—ComparatTive Return for the Years 1874 and 1875, of Articles 
Imported to a Value of upwards of 100,000 dollars im either Year. 


1874. 1875. 

Quantity. Value. Quantity. | Value. 

Opium— Dollars. Dollars. 
Malwa .. ++ piculs 1,968 50 | 1,295,644 2,449 41 | 1,536,450 
Patna ia eS 1,303 20 715,544 || . 1,375 20 753,152 
Benares .. yes 136 80 72,718 | 109 20 57,982 
Persian .. 5 os 48 50 23,028 | 142 00 67,235 
Total opium .. ,, 3,457 00 { 2,106,934 | 4,075 81 | 2,414,819 
Grey shirtings «. pieces .| 73,956 205,452 69,704 198,465 
T-cloths - antes 204,128 456,483 || 208,963 490,088 
Camlets, English .. “os 5,119 111,334 5,524 108,609 
Lead, in pigs . piculs .| 39,409 323,210 61,323 00 533,424 
Tin, in slabs. b $5 6,649 80 236,408 5,151 45 138,863 
Medicine .. A op 6,892 45 112,759 7,603 43 144,191 
Rice . ne ‘ As 6,207 10 11,791 52,162 15 112,515 
Silk piece goods . 9 378 55 360,134 533 22 510,062 
‘Tobacco, prepared .. 55 5,607 04 231,292 6,190 61 195,788 
Total value me 4,155,797 ihe 4,846,824 


1 picul equal to 1333 lbs.; 1 dollar equal to 4s. 


British Consulate; Foochow, December 31, 1875. 
(Signed) W. H. PEDDER, Consul. 


(F.)—ComparaTive Return for the Years 1874 and 1875, of Articles 
Exported to a Value of upwards ot 100,000 dollars in either Year. 


1874. 1875. 

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

Tea— Dollars. Dollars. 
Black .. .. piculs .| 664,317 15 |19,809,379 || 673,261 33 | 19,356,362 
Green eS ae 330 47 13,528 445 49 24,151 
Dust ae cape 5 2,757 49 26,821 3,071 76 45,585 
Brick* cetialines 14,495 06 86,971 46,954 30 379,149 
Total teh 2 ‘sp 681,900 17 19,936,699 || 723,732 88 | 19,805,247 
Bamboo shoots ne + 28,083 53 139,769 || 26,272 13 105,758 
Fruits ae AS eee 38,994 00 108,819 |} 33,779 73 99,984 
Paper . ia stale 37,592 00 329,816 || 36,223 06 307,930 
Total value .. a a 20,515,103 || e4 ' 20,318,919 


1 picul equal to 1333 lbs.; 1 dollar equal to 4s, 


* Previous to 1872 no brick tea was exported from this port; during that year the 
exportation was 726°72.piculs, value 5,087 dollars. In 1873 the export was 
.3,573°35 piculs, value 19,057 dollars. 


British Consulate, ’oachow, December 31, 1875. - 
(Signed) W. H. PEDDER, Consul. 


HANKOW. 
Report on the Trade of Hankow during the Year 1875. 


THERE are so many different points of view from which to regard the 
trade of the ports in China that it is necessary to state at the commence- 
ment of a Report the stand-point from which you view it. In the follow- 
ing remarks I am chiefly considering the course of commerce in relation 
to the foreign community resident here. From this point cf view, the 
past year, although not a specially good one, has been full of hope for the 
future, new industries having sprung up in its course which in years to 
come may, it is hoped, develop into sources of profit and employment to 
a considerable number of foreign residents. 

The main-stay of the Hankow trading community so far has been the 
tea trade, which there is now no doubt is for the future firmly established 
here, and that henceforth this will be beyond doubt the chief market for 
the sale of the Hunan and Hupeh, or, as they are called in England, 
Oonam and Oopak teas. 

For some years it was doubtful whether the cheap and ready means of 
transport, the larger number of resident buyers, and the greater facilities 
for finance, would not divert the market to Shanghae, but the fact that 
the choicest teas are chiefly bought for Russia, and the establishment of 
a number of Russian firms in Hankow and its neighbourhood, have now 
made it certain that the teas will be offered for sale here, and the 
Shanghae buyers forced to come up to get a chance of any but the refuse 
of the crop. 

The supposed dangers of navigation also having disappeared with 
increasing knowledge of the river, and the charges of pilotage and insur- 
ance having been consequently diminished, a fleet of steamers now come 
up annually and take the teas straight home, without the disadvantage of 
transhipment necessary in the old days when the teas had to be sent down 
to Shanghae for shipment by sailing ship. 

During the past season fifteen fine steamers came up here for tea 
cargoes, and in future years their number is likely to be increased, a 
Russian steam company haying been specially established for the convey- 
ance of the Russian teas to Odessa, and more than one English line for 
the transport of the teas required for the English market. 

So far for our staple. The next source of profit on which foreigners 
should depend, the trade in Manchester goods, has passed into the hands 
of Chinese almost entirely, in consequence of the steady efforts of the 
native traders to get the control of the business, supported by the faci- 
lities afforded them by the banks and merchants in Shanghae ; but I hear 
there are signs of its returning into the hands of foreigners, the native 
traders finding the establishment of branches in Shanghae unprofitable ; 
and in years to come it is likely that the Szechuan and other up-country 
dealers will more and more supply their wants in the Hankow market, 
and, although at first sight it seems a matter of indifference to the home 
manufacturers whether the Chinese buy their goods at Hankow, at 
Shanghae, or at Hong Kong, there is in truth a considerable advantage 
in bringing the market as near as possible to the actual consumer, the 
display of the wares stimulating sales, so that the actual consumption 
is hikely to be increased by the rise of the port as a depot of the trade. 

But, in addition to these, a new staple—that of tobacco—promises to 
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become of a considerable importance, now that the value of the Chinese 
leaf has been established in the home markets. . 

But for the future of Hankow I look still more to the signs it affords 
of eventually becoming a large manufacturing centre, affording large and 
constant employment ‘for foreign skill and supervision. Already three 
small factory chimneys are to be seen in the Settlement, and the impulse 
once given, all the circumstances being favourable, it is not too much to 
prophesy that, before many years, you will see in Hankow the results 
those who haye the interests of China at heart have so long prayed for. 
There is coal sufficiently cheap and in large quantity in the immediate 
neighbourhood; there is abundance of cheap skilled labour, Hankow 
being already a centre of several Chinese manufactures, notably those of 
ribbons, velvets, and felt; and all that is needful is enterprise, which is 
but dormant in the foreign residents, and capital, which with a little 
more confidence will be forthcoming. Of the three chimneys I refer to, 
two are those of Russian factories for the manufacture of brick-tea, in 
which a steam apparatus is substituted for the clumsy presses heretofore 
used by the natives; the one, the machinery of which was devised by 
M. Cherepanoff himself, has been a perfect success, and great things are 
expected of the more elaborate machinery of the other, devised and sent 
out from England, when it has got properly into working order. The 
third is the chimney of a small refinery established for the purpose of 
extracting the gold which exists in the older Sycee current in these pro- 
vinces, and so long as the supply of this lasts the process is, I under- 
stand, fairly profitable. 

And in another way, as a depot and head-quarters supplying the 
subsidiary ports, Hankow has promise in the future. The Chinese 
already are beginning to look on foreign appliances as sources of greater 
wealth and more extended means of supplying their desires, “* Féng 
shui,’ as an excuse, 1s scarcely heard, and we have practical evidence 
that they are in earnest in the sums of money they have spent and are 
spending in fleets, arsenals, forts, guns, and, far more, in their interest in 
steamer companies, banking companies, insurance companies, and, last 
but not least, in this province in mining companies. 

This I look upon as the event of gravest import and greatest interest 
in the year, that an Imperial Charter should have been granted autho- 
rizing the experimental opening of the coal and iron mines in this pro- 
vince, and the actual engagement of a foreign engineer and purchase 
of foreign plant by the Chinese mandarins, with whom the enterprise 
originated, and by whom it is being carried out. Of course the company 
is not condueted so methodically as it would be were it entirely or 
mainly in foreign hands; the engineer has greater difficulties to contend 
with in the ignorance of his employers than in the obstacles of nature ; 
there is much morey wasted, opportunity and labour thrown away; but 
the keystone of the whole fabric is the first step, the acknowledgment 
that out of China there was something better than cculd be found in 
China, that the appliances of the present age were better than the inven- 
tions of the Patriarchs, and that, if coal was to be dug up at all, it must 
be dug up in foreign methods ; that step taken, all naturally follows, till 
the day come when, with the civilization we have led them to adopt, it 
may happen in the distant future that we come ourselves to them for what 
at present we make our profit in supplying them. ¢ 

The operations so far consist in the employment of Mr. Morris, the 
engineer who opened the Takosima mines in Japan, to search for coal and 
iron in a tract of country some eighty miles down the river, and, when 
found, to sink a shaft and set up the necessary machinery ; the order of 
plant from home ; and the attempt, hitherto not very successful, to raise 
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coal by native methods, from a supposed field they have discovered, but 
which is, I believe, merely a bed of bituminous shale, with occasional 
pockets of coal scattered through it. 


I append the returns compiled from those published by the foreign 
Customs :— 


. General Return of Imports. 

. Comparative Return of Import of Piece Goods. 

. General Return of Uxports. 

. Comparative Return of Export of Tea. 

. Comparative Return of Import and Export of Opium. 
Comparative Return of Export of Tobacco. 

. Return of Shipping. 

. Return of Treasure, 


The tea Tables show a slight increase, the export reaching 418,678 
piculs, or 44,858 tons, but this is rather accidental than marking any real 
expansion of trade or increase of cultivation, 50,000,000 lbs. to 
58,000,000 lbs. being, fairly speaking, the extent of the one and the limit 
of the other. For the first crop there was great competition, in conse- 
quence of extensive Russian orders, and the prices paid allowed English 
buyers little margin of profit; indeed, in some cases, necessarily fore- 
shadowed serious loss; for, the direct opposite of the Russians, English 
consumers generally look to price rather than quality; but the reaction 
which followed the excitement at the opening of the market brought 
down the second and third crops to very reasonable rates, which enabled 
the merchants who had overspeculated in the finer qualities to recoup 
their losses. 

There was a marked increase in the export of brick tea, to some 
extent owing to the increased facilities for manufacture; but although for 
some years the demand is likely to increase with the development and 
increasing population of Asiatic Russia, it must eventually give way if it 
does not entirely disappear, when proper facilities of transport enable the 
population who now depend on brick tea alone to obtain the leaf in the 
state in which Chinese and Europeans generally consume it; for although 
I have heard some from long use declare that they prefer it to ordinary 
fired or unfired tea, there is so much dirt, filth, and adulteration of all 
sorts mixed with the broken leaf from which it is supposed to be made, 
that it is impossible to believe it will remain in demand when there is a 
possibility of obtaining a better and purer article as conveniently and 
cheaply. 

But this is looking too far a-head; it will be long before the steppes 
of Asia, before Thibet and Mongolia are seamed with railways; and till 
then the risks of damage and cost of transport of impressed tea must 
preserve the popularity of the brick, and the first consequences of increased 
population and superior means of transport will be an increased demand 
for the manufacture of Hankow. 

The returns of opium show a decrease, not that the habit of smoking 
is dying out to a very perceptible extent, but the cheaper native product 
is taking its place with those who merely look for a stimulant ; and the more 
expensive foreign drug is daily becoming more and more surely a luxury 
for epicures and men of taste. It must be remembered, also, that the 
Customs returns in no way afford a guide to the actual consumption, the 
smuggling of opium being so easy that it is impossible to prevent or even 
to any appreciable extent check it; nor are foreign merchants generally 
engaged in the trade, which has qposees almost, if not entirely, into the 
hands of natives and one or two Bombay firms. 

Tobacco in the last three years has steadily increased from 
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11,643,641 Ibs, to 13,548,431 lbs., and there is a prospect of still greater 
development, the character of the leaf having been very favourably 
reported on ; indeed, I believe now that much is sent via America to the 
English and Continental markets as the produce of Havana. Large 
quantities are grown within accessible distances, but for some of the 
finest qualities from Yunnan and Szechuen we must‘ wait for increased 
facilities for transport before we can see the full development of the 
trade. 

In cotton goods there is, according to the Tables, a certain falling-off 
owing, I am inclined to think, to the fact that the attention of foreign 
merchants has not been specially directed to pushing this portion of their 
business, owing to the keen competition of the native firms in the local 
‘business, and the discouragement of enterprise in forwarding consignments 
ito Szechuen and the inland markets caused by the failure of those who 
acted as pioneers to obtain satisfaction for the losses and injuries sustained 
by the hands of the Customs and Likin authorities. 

The late action, however, of Her Majesty’s Minister in insisting on 
reparation being made for the losses sustained by Messrs. Major and 
Smith in the detention of a large quantity of goods sent up country by 
them under transit pass eighteen months ago, coupled with his vigorous 
remonstrances on the subject of the excessive likin charges levied on foreign 
goods in contravention of the understanding of Treaties has had a most 
beneficial result ; for, finding it advisable to cease their illegal levies on 
goods sent up by foreigners under pass, and desiring to protect their own 
people from the competition of the foreign trader, they have removed 
most, if not all, the objectionable charges, and allowing native merchants 
to take out transit passes equally with foreigners, piece goods will hence- 
forth be able to go to the markets of Szechuen at least without undue 
exaction en them en route. . 

The shipping at Hankow is divided into three classes :— 

1. The regular river steamers running between Shanghae and 
Hankow. : 

2. The tea steamers. 

3. The lorchas. 

For the first the year has been a fairly good one; and although there 
has been brisk competition as regards freight on the part of the native 
Steamer Company, the development of the passenger traffic has made it 
a fairly prosperous year for the English and American Companies ; these 
now work in harmony and there has been quite sufficient employment 
for both, the needs of the port requiring a daily steamer during the tea 
season and four steamers a week during the rest of the year. The Com- 
panies have now, with the knowledge and acquiescence of the native 
authorities, established passenger stations at all the important points on 
the river, and if, on the revision of the Yang-tsze Regulations, which 
have by changed circumstances and other causes become perfectly 
obsolete, provision were made for the shipment and landing of cargo 
at these stations, a large and valuable carrying trade would rapidly 
Spring up. . 

The tea steamers this year numbered fifteen, of an aggregate tonnage 
-of 21,747 tons, and with scarce an exception the finest and fastest of their 
e¢lass. 

The new feature in connection with them was that, in addition to the 
‘two steamers belonging to the Russian Government Company running 
-regularly between this and Odessa, an outside steamer was chartered by 
:the English agent of Russian buyers to take teas to the same destination, 
“which seems to foreshadow the total diversion of the tea which used to 
reach ‘Russia through England, into the more direct channel. 
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The shortest passage, and all these steamers race home, was that of 
“the “ Gleneartney,” 454 days from Hankow to London. 

The lorchas are now scarcely worth noticing, nor is it material under 
‘present conditions whether they continue to appear in our returns or not, 
‘those still running under our flag being chiefly owned, and with the 
exception of the master, entirely manned by natives. 

The navigation of the river has been facilitated by the addition of 
new lights at various points at which they were needed, and by the 
energy of the Harbour Master in searching for and discovering a new 
channel during the season when navigation is generally stopped; the 
lighter draught steamers were able to run all the year, and the tran- 
shipment, which used to be necessary when the river was at its lowest, 
was with some few exceptions avoided. 

The highest point to which the river rose was in July and August, 
when the surrounding country, and the greater part of the settlement, 
was submerged; but, although annoying, the flood, owing to the fine 
weather prevailing while it lasted, did not cause so much misery as in 
previous years; it is, however, a pity that, looking as they do to China 
as afield for the profitable employment of their skill, the engineering 
interest at home should not have seen that these periodically recurring 
visitations afford them the opportunity of demonstrating to the Chinese 
the utility and advantage of Western science. Tens of thousands of 
pounds are annually spent in advertising, but the advertisement which 
would open China to every branch of engineering talent, the suggestion 
-of some practicable scheme for abating the misery caused by the overflow 
of the Yang-stze and Yellow River, seems never to have been thought of. 
Were this done, were it shown how these floods could be prevented or 
utilised, even though the scheme were not adopted or carried out in its 

entirety, it would cause the Chinese to look on our engineers as their best 
friends, instead of as hitherto with fear and suspicion. 

The political events of the year specially connected with this port 
have been the murder of Mr. Margary in Yiinnan, and the attack on the 
exploring party sent by the Indian Government under Colonel Browne, 
which he was accompanying after successfully traversing China alone; 
the visit of Her Majesty’s Minister and the English Admiral to the port ; 
the despatch and safe arrival in Russia of a Russian expedition, under 
Colonel Sosnoysky, sent to discover a route for the overland transport of 
brick tea hence to Siberia; the appointment of the Governor-General of 
these two provinces to investigate the circumstances of Mr. Margary’s 
murder, and the despatch of an English Commission, composed of the 
Honourable Mr. Grosvenor, Mr. Vice-Consul Davenport, and Mr. Inter- 
preter Baber, to watch the investigation. 

The story of Mr. Margary’s murder is too well known to need repe- 
tition. The action taken in regard to it has been made public, and of 
‘the Commission there is nothing to report save that by last advices they 
were some ten days distant from their destination. 

In May Her Majesty’s Minister, and the Admiral commanding the 
station, visited the port, and although there was nothing threatening in 
the manner of their progress up the river, there is no doubt the escorting 
vessel, a corvette of larger size than the Chinese have been in the habit 
-of seeing, exercised a salutary effect in demonstrating to the Chinese 
that our large ships could come up the river as easily as our gun- 
boats. 

We have no account yet here of the details of Colonel Sosnovsky’s 
mission, but we know that after suffering many hardships the party 
‘safely reached the Russian territories, und that the authorities gave them 
-all the assistance in their power. Their object was to ascertain whether 
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the brick tea could not be sent by direct caravan from Hankow instead 
of as at present, shipped hence by steamer to Shanghae, transhipped 
thence by sea to Tientsin, then by cart and camel to Kiachta, and so to 
Russia proper. A shorter and simpler course would be a railway hence 
to Peking, and thence across Mongolia, but the time for this has not 
quite arrived. 

Among matters of minor political importance have been the settle- 
ment of the Catholic difficulties by the Mission of M. de la Roquette, of 
the French Legation, to Szechuen, where he was able to obtain satis- 
faction for the murder of M. Hue, killed in a local outbreak. 

The progress made towards the settlement of the Lekin question 
already referred to, and a number of those petty outrages on Missionaries 
and others, which must be looked for while foreigners are making 
progress towards free intercourse with the interior, are the only other 
events worth notice. So long as we are strange to the Chinese there 
must be an inclination to mob the foreigner when he visits places where 
his countrymen have not been before, and so long as these attacks are not 
investigated and repressed by the authorities, there is danger, almost 
certainty, of the violence of the people increasing, but managed with 
temper and firmness, the outbreaks lead to the establishment of a better 
understanding than could have been arrived at in any other way, and it 
is a matter of congratulation that none of the sufferers have been seriously 
injured. 

In sum, so far as my experience goes, the year has been marked by 
steady and even great progress towards the removal of the ignorance and 
prejudice which have hitherto barred free intercourse with China. 

(Signed) CHAS. ALABASTER. 
Hankow, April 7, 1876. 


GeneraL Return of Imports. 


ForEIGN. 
Weight. Value. 

Opium— Seay Meun a. 
Malwa te ae +. piculs aa 2,160 55 288,141 7 104 

Patna oe a ar a aS 158 43 18,573 11 3 
Benares: te ee sie Bs oF 4 80 533 5 4% 
Persian ae Sie needs 35 Ae 1 00 134 16 7% 

Cotton goods— 

Shirtings, grey ee +. pieces .»| 1,112,012 581,310 15 0 
» white ms ott 4 ..| 105,435 59,484 16 14 

» dyed a Scmesas 4 2,274 1,667 1 3 
T-cloths .. oe an ..| 452,948 168,921 4 10% 
Drills, English, and jeans Ane gi ..| 289,218 210,189 3 4% 

»» Dutch, and jeans Hosea oT 3,640 2,226 9 9 
Chintzes ve Sc nt A 25,688 9,006 18 4% 
Brocades,. white re Seay ee 4,784 2,935 15 8% 

5 dyed ate ct ass . 8,942 6,732 12 9 

Damasks, plain No ac Bs 3 1,605 1,407 0 1 
53 dyed ai Bee ae Se 5,094 6,169 11 10% 

Velvets, velveteens, andfustians .__,, An 20,314 41,699 10 1 

Handkerchiefs, cotton .. .. dozens Be 41,836 5,300119 3S 

Dimities a ve +. pieces dh 2,060 1,181 18 6 
Muslins Ls an aaETDSS Se 5,901 1,692.17 7% 

T Reloths. .. At + debess ok 4,550 2,320 10 0 

‘Cotton goods, unclassed .. value os ai 931 7 9 


se 
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‘Woollen goods— 


Lustres, figured ve +. pieces ‘° 448,68 41,044 ll 3 
>»  cerape se te oy <a 10,210 10,739 12 2 
Camlets, English Ris ee iss as 42,528 167,058 11 0 
pe Dutch via AG ng a 250 1,195 16 @ 
Cloth, broad, medium, &c. AA ae ae 6,585 63,964 17 11 
» Russian es 1k A 4,415 49,671 15 2% 
‘Lastings, plain Rs ih Sg Be ee] 15,555 50,581 11 3 
Pe crape “2 BD * ais 300 621 11 3 
Long ells .. =e or aS Aa 55,797 113,047 6 4% 
Spanish stripes we ee Age: & ai 29,858 5i,750 8 4% 
Flannels ae <e 4g 2 ae 167 734 8 0 
Blankets oe <a -. pairs =A 1,428 1,642 12 2 
Woollen goods, unclassed +. value ar oe 12419 0 
Metals— 
Copper, Japan Ve e+ piculs . 1,042 61 4,586 9 10% 
told... Ae Bal? oss : 363 18 L06gaa. SS 
Tron, manufactured .. Bate 19; a 11,370 06 9,176 9 103 
ss) AL << aa ci Re an 3,270 64 14,386 15 7% 
Poy es]: | aN ae At MIeS ae 791 78 342 19 6 
» inpigs . p Mr tat +4 1,287 49 935 9 8 
ead ae ae as x a 24,073. 77. |. . 42,971 3 2 
Tin. aie oe =r) $3 we 997 42 5,659 1 -9 
5, Plates -.. a4 A oe a 913 24 2;,910° 16) 6 
Quicksilver .. is re ey : 1,505 05 45,574 17 6 
Straits and Japan produce— 
Sugar, white . ee mat hon 35 ae 13,896 80 20,154 17 73 
33 brown. =. ee a Ay 114,398 49 74,752 5 LOE 
> candy . 4 oe fr, ee 418 80 859 13 44 
Fish, cuttle .. Sa eX, om 4,918 02 19,438 13 0 
Pepper, black . Ms ; # 29,923 38 Lijhoo on Le 
>» white. ce cs 280 21 1.393 IE. 6 
Sandal wood . ae fe A “a 18,053 07 66,709 7 3% 
Sapan wood , 2 2s hn, ..| 33,102 16 31,220 5 9 
Seaweed ne OL as es on 76,968 24 84,734 7 1h 
Sundries— 
Aniseed, star . ae soe at kis 358 41 1,884 15 4% 
Betel nut ve ee ee a ae 6,329 54 6,455 19 3 
Bicho de mar, black .. ne a ar 1,124 34 25100. de 
is white .. ee es ss 350 87 3,578 18 10 
Brass buttons. \A +. gross te 25,241 14,885 12 6 
Camphor .. ee «. piculs ee 629 53 2,773, i291 Le 
Cardamoms, inferior .. eh Ss AC 2,521 64 7389400 aoe 
a superior ,. ae A ‘ 76 36 625 14 1k 
Cassia lignea . sd TO has % 717 14 1,892 4 0 
Clocks Ps me «. value $ C 1,956 16 13 
Cloves wa da «+ piculs 294 63 Zo 59) WAasO: 
Cunpoy ate we <0 ess 152 89 622 4 0 
Cotton yarn e. Be ate a Se 415 65 2,437 16 O 
Dyes and colours He «. value : as 4,939 0 7% 
Fans, palm-leaf, trimmed «. pairs se | 23922,230 8,527 3 10 
aa i untrimmed eis £4 ». | 3,816,800 5,184 18 11 
‘Fish, shell .. o. e+ piculs 141 65 606 18 0 
> galangal on Pade be is 554 25 324 16 14 
Ginseng, American, clarified Oh oe as 542 35 ABA, Land 
53 of other kinds Alc 33 he 53 74 6,277. 93 
‘Glass, window “é «. boxes As 6,884 8,074 ll. 6, 
Gum myrrh .. AO +. piculs cic 111 37 489 12 0 
», Olibanum as Phe hs : 1,185 73 2,781 14 7% 
Horns, deer .. ie AM RED ; 219 38 2,062 6 3 
5» rhinoceros ae 5 Gum er 5 41 68 468 ll 82 
Isinglass 5 GG Sch ac Se 2,197 46 16,109 12 6 
Matches ate an e. gross ee|. * 26,514 3,227 0 6 
Mats ae ae +. pieces .| 887,447 © Bs le 
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Weight Value. 
a a 
z 6s da 
Mushrooms .. te +. piculs ms 732 83 8,592.17 8 
Mussels ine ot So ar eis 241 05 1,060 3 1 
Needles com ge .- mille BS 72,851 2,943 13 1% 
Nutmegs.. oe +» piculs o 92 86 1,361 14 0 
Oil, kerosine . a +. gallons 3 29,410 1,950 15 0 
Paint, unclassed se +» piculs o 115 63 593 19 1 
>» green... Me ns a ate 65 21 669 7 6 
Paper, Ist qualify ae on es 84 30 370 14 1% 
Peel, orange .. Be Be ane 333 46 977 18 6 
Putchuck .. ae y eR 4 1,270 55 5,224, 6° 3 
Rattans or a Rioah bass she 1,362 59 2,388 14 3 
Rugs oe se +. pieces 626 327 13 6 
Saltpetre a a +. piculs 3,000 00 4,423 15 0 
Sharks’-fins, black Ne aie os oe 40 43 746 7 5¢ 
2 white! .. tem) tse ee 186 39 5,465 18 6 
Umbrellas, alpaca i . pieces 3 1,440 459 0 0 
+ cotton a AB % 4 4,714 691 1 0 
Vermillion .. a . piculs , 650 27 13,369 6 7% 
Watches ae age «. value 2 ay Tbeor TY 1k 
Wood, laka .. ss . piculs ae 461 86 677 6 10% 
Sundries, unenumerated value je os 6,964 7 11 
2,677,717 14° Ie 
Native. 
Weight. Value 
Siw 8: a. 
Tea, black, Kewkiang, .. «. piculs Ab 267 77 4,227, 11 7% 
Silk piece goods . a St ee oe 1,494 70 250,530 17 1 
>» pongees .. 6 ae - sis 71 82 8,400.13 14 
ou TID DOREY «exe an ll Ss 349 08 35,828 15 6 
>, thread at és ee oe ae 2 82 330 17. 3 
;, and cotton mixtures - ae ay 5e 7 lee 4,517 10 6% 
Cotton, raw. a Atte, Laake - 248,370 56 | 1,164,771 4 7% 
Cuttle fish a ie a is a 18,446 98 43,215 0 9 
Medicines eH ae ae ae an 35,054 02 65,771; 4 9k 
Seaweed - ste ee ae si 319 43 330.17, 3 
Sugar, brown .. ~ <eat Bee vol | 208,20954 179,215 18 3 
son, WHIbOA Ne a at Wass es 90,425 72 119,616. 0- 9 
Sy @ CACY par ors he: a AY ob 10,774 30 22,116 15 9 
Sundries— 
Almonds .. ome: vee Se 98 65 408 19 1% 
Alum oe xe Pr ee ee 4,954 06 25342. 5. 10# 
Aniseed, star . 5 Soe eee de 185 56 475 13 10% 
Bamboo shoots whe es ae " 19,847 15 20,387 6 7 
> | Ware’? se Khe ee ome 599 67 1,758 4 6 
Betel nuts .. . Tate ss 5% 6,070 51 1.195627 8 
Ho husks ie Bs Ae Ae 1,092 89 487 13 9 
Bicho de mar, black .. eee oe 500 12 | (Psy pee eam bs 
t white .. en ts : 147. 72 1,530 6 4% 
Brass buttons . = ae oe Ae 1,523 16 35,441 16 3 
Bal ilt ees a Sieg SAE é 109 00 1,278. 10 1% 
Oh WRTE® se os Bis, Ae : 221 17 1,945 13. 0 
Capoor cutchery bis sey PEs 3 68) 66 1,803 J3., 9 
Cardamoms, superior .. ae of aS 196 65 1,610 19. 3 
Carpets we ee . pieces ee 5,190. - 1,438 17 3% 
Cassia lignea . 74 . piculs eis 1,512 63 4,001 18 13 
og. EWISS: 5 re ate ee ake 2,310 07 1,988. 0 10% 
Cinnabar .. oat nly | Pe ote 20 06 588 1 104 
Cinnamon .. we oe a A 51 74 527° L0e 7h 
Clams, dried . a9 is me aie: 437 174 1,580 0 103 
ot 31 00 L817 73 eG 


Cornelian beads: ee 
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Cornelian ware 
Dates, black . 
Pn 


>> paper . 

» Silk and gauze 
Fish, salt and dried 

$a hawe . 

we SKINS)... 
Flower seeds . 
Fruits, dried . 
Ginseng ihe 

lassware .. 
Glue, bow .. 


Gold thread, imitation . 
Grass cloth, 2nd quality 


Hams an 
Hats, straw .. 
Hornware .. 
Isinglass ., 
Tronware .. 


Ivoryware .. 
Jade stoneware 
Joss paper .. 
Lamps ue 
Lead, white .. 
>> yellow . 
Leatherware . 
Lichees, dried 
Liquorice... 
Lungngans, dried 
» pulp 
Mats , 


Mirrors and glasses 
Mushrooms .. 


Mussels ce 
Nankeens .. 
Olives nics 
Oil, bean ws 
Opium, prepared 
Ornaments .. 


Paper, Ist quality 
Peel, orange .. 
Prawns, dried. 
Preserves .. 


Rattans ae 
Red rice aa 
Rouge nn 


Samshoo an 
Sea blubber .. 
Seeds, melon . 
Skins, clothing 
Sharks’-fins, black 
rs white 
Shoes and boots 
Spectacles .. 
Tin foil aa 
Tobacco, prepared 
Umbrellas, cotton 
Vermillion .. 
Woodware .. 


oe 


ee 


ee 


oe 


eo 


ee 


ee 


ee 


eo 


oo 


eo 


ee 


Sundries, unenumerated 


Total 


3? 
pieces 
picels 

a> 

o> 

>» 
pieces 
piculs 
pieces. 
piculs 

3> 

a7 

2 

27 

a7 


a” 


pieces 


33 
piculs 


> 


aa 
pieces. 
piculs 
9 


pairs 


’ 99 
piculs 
+? 
pieces 
piculs 
a? 

value 


Weight. 


13 

821 

641 
59,176 
1,299,711 
13,061 
651 


86 
04 
24 


77 


Value. 


£ 
1,795 
785 
367 
343 
7,456 
577 
1,537 
7,131 
3,147 
2,067 
1,204 
2,570 
3,278 
3,618 
2,086 
7,518 
1,738 


$. 
10 
1 
16 
12 
16 


6 


OYO 


10 who es 
ae tai bie by 


eros) 


— 
on F OW Com 
Se he Se Ww 


rs) 


— 


bP biH 


_ 
| 


bo od 


bole bos 


ONE ROROWOR 


BP SE SH 


1 


2,176,091 11 9 
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Im2orTs. 
£ 8. d. 
Foreienticas >. c'e ar oe +. 2,670, 7d es 
Native . oe ee os ~> 2 L76@S ee 
4,853,809 5 10% 
(Signed) CHAS. ALABASTER, Consul. 


Cotton Prece Goons. 


CoMPARATIVE Statement of the Import of Cotton Goods from 1873 


to 1875. 
1873. 1874. 1875. 
Pieces. Value. Pieces. Value. Pieces. Value. 
£ Pe eds eS. 8 Mh £ 8.9 of 
Shirtings eee) 1,815,517 791,536 10 0, 1,360,280 | 803,860 12 32, 1,219,721 642,462 12 44 
Miscellaneous .| 1,071,645 | 649,465 4 0| 845,731 | 468,365 5 108] 866,580 ; 459,853 12 3 
Unelassed ... of a gat oe Re 981.739 


2,387,162 | 1,444,001 14 0| 2,206,011 | 1,272,225 18 23) 2,086,301 | 1,108,247 12 4% 


(Signed) CHAS. ALABASTER, Consul. 


Exports from Hankow duriug the Year 1875. 


Weight. Value. 
£ San wie 
Tea, black as ba -. piculs o:| 418.678 56 | 3:067:00sn tmeso 
» brick ve ; 89,748 56} 197,290.12 7% 
os wreen e, : a te, 20,719 63 S0S0D. Dever. 
Silk, raw, Szechuen : 55 5 2,061 19 83,713 Saeed 
», white .. i gt Set 46 52 1,474 4 45 
>» pongees .. AS ; = rd 24 96 1,324 14 6 
>, cocoons .. oe ° 3 4 137 77 966, 9,0 
Opium, Szechuen ar wen 893 50 76,662 4 10% 
Sundries— 
Alum na a, Lf . 1,548 46 39D Due ee 
Arsenic a — ae ¥ ee 4,275 77 7,1bO. Lie 6 
Asses-skins .. ie <n WSs 5 844 77 1,283) 5009 
Bamboo-shoots on Suey ne 2,677 96 27 22) Maas 
Bones, tigers’ ae ica 83 49 909 7 10% 
Bowstrings .. ie s 123 29 862 10 9 
Brassware .. reas . 33 F 308 99 5,107 19 4% 
Cantharides .. ate See: a0 40 49 458 13 .7% 
Charcoal... U oe 11,620 48 2,769 12 4% 
Chillies sf oe ert os A 205 32 479. 1 7% 
China-root .. 16 3 os Be 8,715. SE W200 2ue 1 
Chow chow .. ts cpm ees teas ae 323 05 2,384 15 34 
Cinnabar... x2 Brith Aces 4 123 17 2,028 4 1k 
Coal aa a ts 5 5 275,259 00 24,851 0 6 
Copper, unmanufacture AS 3 all 408 11 4,588 8 1% 
sort) wiware x Slane ahs 75 03_ 1,064 1 63% 
Coir and coir rope 0 alee és on 1,025 56 EBV iN shes 
Cakestuffs .. Ke Spates : 229 87 735 19. 10% 
Chestnuts .. 265 we 35 ote 4,917 48 2,808 10... 1% 
Dye-stuffs .. 40 ae as a 6,743 17 5,452 10 9 
Eges Ae Ac e+ pieces Pera op esr sK0) 1,843 11 0% 
Felts as Re SH os 15,642 - 46418 43 


mec. 
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Weight. Value. 

ES Sand: 

Fire crackers . as +. piculs oe 3,578 09 7,091 2 2 
Fruits, dried . aaa An aR “ae 5,445 31 3,770 9 10% 
baa Atesly, ~. a0 aah 2 «95 ae 1,015 78 554 6 1 
Fungus sty = ma Ls Pe 18,443 30 136,920 19 6 
Gall-nuts ee ee we a NP 22,600 17 45,756 17 7% 
Grass cloth, coarse .. ane EY wie 662 94 4,780 18 7% 
Gypsum ae ae ae vg aa 64,058 00 3012) 11-10 
Hair, goats’ .. eit co ie ee Air 458 17 831 6 0 
Hemp AS me an irs ih 61,231 77 146,200 2 1% 
Hides, cow .. ee ae P yr 5,319 90 TASTE 70 We 
Tron, old... ae «el Sy zie 14,187 50 og19: 9 3 
y- Ware. .. nie by KS ee 5,340 87 3,541 12 7% 
Leather ae a <a ay ae 1,603 41 9,895 11 10% 
Reese... 3 +. pieces ve} 75,000 410 4 7% 
- green . ate ». Ppiculs we 30 70 foe 5-10 
Lilies, dried Be we 95 ar 16,283 74 34,124 2 0 
Liquorice .. ae me Ss ate 519 70 948 12 0 
Lotus nuts .. ae cs BS ; 10,523 01 30,247 2 104 
Medicines .. oe ee 5 ee 103,397 94 192,335 0° 6 
Melon seeds . 4) are $ 4 418 95 S18) B72 1s 
Musk ee a Sends; or 19 $922) 41,051 16 3 
Nankeens .. aa ws a me 1,527 16 27,052 19 0 
Nuts, white .. ae se ie 1,441 83 809 18 1C% 
Oil, tea oe ee oe ” oe 2,867 36 4,445 18 6 
TEMOOG a4 oe «es % etl 2495142" 74 444,364 5 6 
Paper, 1st quality ae mel a's als 543 29 1,674 14 3 
3, 2nd quality .. os re aie 17,954 82 23,478 3 4 
Paint a Ss Bate ef 2 88 405 15 43 
Peel, orange .. ee ae 34 e 1,258 29 17803. 03: 11 
Persunnions, dried ae ne na aa 9,564 04 51037 I5 1 
Rhubarb, Shansi ie ae RS : 1,064 96 13,502 13. 1% 
a Szechuen .. "fe me ‘ 2,514 44 5,824 10 44 
Samshoo .. oe ft x 1,327 92 3,084 10 10% 
Skins, clothing are «. pieces 5 8,631 Sd 2... Te 
>> sheep . ar Go Bigs 4,417 3,667 17. 14 
Soot . as on +. piculs as 703 81 Uy Re ae 
Spelter we we 6 cn aa 1,061 50 1,952 0 6 
Steel a oe os Pa ri 5,887 68 Rrevowe 2 
Safflower’ .. Ox; : > ws 5,766 12 91,834 3 9% 
Tallow, vegetable te Ne 7 ss 68,441 69 1453471 32 6 
Timber, coffin wood .. +. Pieces ae 6,220 1,944 7 6 
>> poles ae ots & (fe 39,625 4537.0" lao 
Tobacco, prepared ee ++ piculs Je OL 5593 37 262,965 4 10% 
a8 leaf . te AD 29 ee 49,659 86 93,252" 10) 10z 
Umbrellas .. ap .. pieces Re 15,800 822 17 O 
Vegetables, dried or +» piculs wa 220 13 612 4 -9 
Wermicelli .. “ He % ae 2,758 65 4,008 5 7 
Varnish oe oe oe me Sic 6,247 83 58,272 12 0 
Walnuts oe ais Cis ae 9,109 88 9,280 14 6 
Wax, white .. oo Arr ” af 12,560 20 ES3io20) Save: 
» yellow, bees’ Re hao EB 3 539 85 3,022 14 14 
Sundries nnenumerated . AA rp - As 7;185 8 Lit 


Total . 


oe oe 


(Signed) 


— 
5,652,094 2 6 


CHAS. ALABASTER, Consul. 
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CHINA. 


ToTrau Sniprine, 1875. 


Entered. Cleared. Total. 
Flag. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. No. ‘Tons. 
American ve 4 142 109,290 143 110,541 285 219,831 
British ‘ 175 149,652 179 149,329 352 298,981 
Chinese ae 54 19,666 149 27,871 203 47,531 
German ate aie 10 3,222 12 3,433 22 6,655 
Russian ie . 2 3,114 2 3,114 4 6,228 
BSo 284,944 | 483 294,288 866 579,232 
Divided as under :— 
STEAMERS. 
Entered. Cleared. Total. 
Flag. 
No Tons, No Tons. No. Tons. 
American ava * 113 106,173 114 107,286 227 213,459 
British ee . 144 145,572 144 144,997 288 290,569 
Chinese Aa : 54 19,666 b4 19,666 108 39,332 
Russian ays ae 2 3,114 2 3,114 4 6,228 
German ne Ai 1 2,145 1 2,145 2 4,290 
314 | 276,670 | 315 |° 277,208 | 629] 553,878 
SAILING VESSELS. 
Entered. Cleared. Total 
Flag. 
No. Tons No. Tons. No Tons 
American a0) ae 29 ray 29 3,20) 58 6,372 
British ae aa 31 4,080 33 4,332 64 8,412 
German Rs Ae 9 1,07 ll 1,288 20 2,365 
Chinese junks, under 
foreign pass,. “ “% 95 8,205 95 8,205 
69 8,274 168 17,080 | 237 25,354 


(Signed) 


CHARLES ALABASTER, Consul. 


~_ 
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TREASURE, 1875. 


ImMporTED 
Place. Copper Cash. Treasure. Total. 
By igi, £ s. d. £ & (a 
Shanghae Ate ee 78 0.3 | 1,701,994 12 72! 1,702,072 12 104 
Chinkiang we ae 18,929 12. 1% 84,366 15 0 102,296 7 14 
Kewkiang af iy PS 20; L158" LO- 6 20, L198 25 6 
19,007 12 42% 11,811,480 3 12] 1,830,487 15 6 
Exportep. 
Place. Copper Cash. Treasure. Total. 
& & d. ee at © ae £ gras 
Shanghae ie wa we 15,124 13 9 15,124 13 9 
* Chinkiang =... ie - 18,201 11 74 18,201 11 7% 
Kewkiang ‘ we ve 181,203 19 1% 181,203 19 14 
a6 214,530 4 6 214,530 4 6 
(Signed) CHARLES ALABASTER, Consul. 


Hankow, January 1876. 


KEWKIANG. 
Report on the Trade of Kewkiang for the Year 1875. 
TRADE AND CoMMERCE, 


Imports and Exports.—After three years of steady increase in the 
value of its trade, Kewkiang in 1875 shows a slight falling off, the whole 
trade being 3,958,410/. against 4,156,4002. in "1874. The general de- 
pression of Chinese trade both in China and England accounts for this, 
and an examination into the details of the trade shows that the decrease 
is incidental and temporary, and not radical. A decrease of 59,378/. in 
opium, of 36,7112. in grey shirtings, and of 14,7332. in drills, composes 
most of the reduced trade in imports ; while in the exports the decrease 
in the single item of green tea amounts to 219,837/., which is, however, 
happily counterbalanced by an increase in black and brick tea, and native 

aper. 

‘ The reason of this variation is known in some cases. The reduced 
importation of opium results from the native duty and tax being here 
kept at its former rate, while they have been lowered at Shanghae 45 per 
cent., and 50 per cent. at Chinkiang. Dealers, therefore, naturally prefer 
to buy their stock at these places, and, although the general opium trade 
is not affected by this, yet the trade of the port suffers, for when the 
dealers buy opium elsewhere they buy other imports there also. It also 
tends to throw the trade into the hands of small dealers instead of the 
old established firms, since the cpium is smuggled, as far as regards this 
province, and is brought into it in small parcels. The large firms peti- 
tioned the authorities here to make a little reduction, but without 
success; and it is, therefore, hoped that the opium duty offices at 
Shanghae and Chinkiang may return to their original levy so soon as 
the extinction or decrease of smuggling, the reason for which the duty 
was reduced, have been effected. ‘The decreased importation of grey 
shirtings and drills can be attributed to nothing but the general depres- 
sion of trade, though, asa rule, the prices obtained here have been higher 
than in other markets. 

The very serious decrease in the exportation.of.green tea results solely 
from the recent measures adopted in Great Britain against the sale of 
deleterious and adulterated articles of food. 

The quality of the tea crop of this year was slightly above the average, 
and the prices were higher than those of any previous season; tea made 
and packed in the tea districts selling for from 40 to 56 taels a picul, 
and that packed in Kiukiang at from 32 to 40 taels. Higher prices were 
given at Hankow for tea from the same districts, Ningchou tea having 
been bought as high as 64 taels. 

The development of tea-producing districts round this port is a point 
of great interest. The district of Kien té (Kin tuck), distant 87 miles, 
and first worked in 1861, has furnished this year a greatly increased 
quantity of tea, some of which realized extreme rates. 

Five new districts have entered the market—Ki an (Kut on), distant 
280 miles; Kien ch’ang (Kune chong), distant 287 miles; Suy ch’ang 
(Soey chong), distant 35 miles ; and some places in the immediate 
vicinity of Kewkiang, among them the Lu Shan range of hills. The 
district of Too moo Kwan, distant miles, and close to Foochow, has 
this year also produced Souchong tea prepared for this market. 
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The increase in the growth and manufacture of black tea will pro- 
bably continue for some years. The business done in 1875 was larger 
than that of any year, at least during the last seven years. 

Green tea was neglected, owing, as has been said, to the operation at 
home of the Adulteration Act, but leaf from the green tea districts is 
gradually becoming used for black tea of very fine quality, much appre- 
ciated in Russia for its delicate flavour. 

The manufacture of brick tea may be called a new industry, 
1,909,985 lbs., of the value of 42,440/., being exported this year, against 
93,479 lbs., of the value of 1,260/., in 1874. A large portion of it is sent 
overland by Tientsin, and on this a lighter export duty is paid, viz, 
0°600 tael instead of 2°500 taels; brick tea, when exported to a Chinese 
port, being taxed as tea dust, of which it is composed, while full duty is 
levied on all tea exported abroad. 

The trade in brick tea by sea to Odessa is in the hands of Russian 
merchants, and must remain so as long as the Russian railway company 
makes an extra and prohibitive charge on tea belonging to foreigners 
conveyed by them. What this extra charge is I do not know, but have 
been told that it amounts to nearly 1s. a pound. 

The transit trade is chiefly in the hands of natives, the same facilities 
being granted to them as to foreigners. The amount is slightly smaller 
than that of 1874. 

(Signed) WALTER E. KING, Vice-Consul. 

Kewkiang, January 1, 1876. 
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Return of the Imports at the Port Kewkiang, in the Year 1875. 


(Part I.)—Foreign Imports from other Ports in China. 


Kewkiang, Pohcieny 1, 1876. 
WALTER ED. KING, Vice-Consul. 


(Signed) 


[649] 


ACNWoCAocAwnwd DMO PW 


Quantity. Value. 
Foreign Weights | Bnglish Weights | Foreign English 
and Measures. and Measures. Money. Money. 
Taels SNE Bs. be 
Opium, Malwa ... aus .| piculs 2,231 50 | Ibs. 297,533 | 1,027,692 | 316,871 14 0 
Po Waban’ sak ne 4 8 4014) 5; 1,120 3,400] 1,048 6 8 
»»  Benares . ava oa 1G: OO, 4" 55 800 2,560 7389 6 8 
Cotton goods — 
Grey shirtings oe é pieces 180,289 | 310,739 | 95,811 3 10 
White, Ma 2 a4 9,999 20,184 6,223 8 0 
Brocades, “shang o . 4 3,448 9,530 | 3,030 18 4 
T-cloths a bie 7 Z 137,914 209,990 64,746 18 4& 
LO cy te a ae i : 25,139 | 60,522 | 18,660 19 0 
Jeans, twills .. a 3 1,760 4,090} 1,261 1 8 
Chintz cottonades ... oes yas rr, A 6,663 12,491 8,851 7 10 
Velvets Oe a re i se 4,391 32,521 | 10,027 6 
Dimities rc tae aa eee Be ey 930 1,448 446 9 
Handkerchiefs | aH oA dozens 92,331 16,022 4,940 2 
Cotton yarn ,.. 0s: | piculs 764 20 | Ibs. 101,893 93,494. 7,243 19 
goods, unclassed : * pieces 820 1,726 532 3 
Woollen goods 
Blankets a4 Fp s. s 530 1,012 312 0 
Camlets, English West 2 or 35 9,169 | 128,499 | 39,605 2 
Dutch... ai - 35 469 8,085 2,492 17 
Cloth, broad, medium, and union ... Me i 2,001 50,166 } 15,467 17 
a Russian es obs eS iy 216 5,643 1,739 18 
Lastings RS Bs : 3,632 44,903 | 13,845 11 
Long ells a s ee 15,011 94,074 | 29,006 3 
Spanish stripes es 5 * 5,684 73,279 | 22,594 7 
Lustres, plam, crape, and figured . 3 6,125 92,985 7,087 01 
Woollen and cotton mixture. cs 240 4,491 1,384 14 
Metals— 
Lead... aod Were | piculs 17,636 22 | lbs. 9,351,496 | 101,389} 31,261 12 2 
Tin, slabs... ae i LF 4,931 25] ,, 657,500 107,304 33,085 8 O 
Iron wire... rae a i a 1,598 70] ,, 213,160 10,532 3.247 7 4 
Other metals ... a we a 472 76) ,, 63,035 2,191 675 11 2 
undries— 
ISOC ER Ch i, A ie 344 40] ,, 45,920 11,406 3,516 17 0 
Dyesandcolows ... .. Re bottles 8,748 2,174 670 6 4 
Binds? testa) 30 9 4. Rael os 5 92 | lbs. 789 4,820] 1,486 3 4 
Vans ... ‘ so se pieces 1,483,850 11,056 8,408 18 8 
Cuttle-fish as ia eee 662 24}, 88,299 U178 2,211 18 6 
Sin OS 7) | ee S07 Odi) hess 40,956 5,118 5 2 
Mangrove-bark ee cll i 2,336 80 si $11,573 3,821 2 10 
Matches ibe 3 mr gross 4,075 2,319 6 
Mushrooms .. ee we 4 536 63 | Ibs. 71,551 18,298 8 
Oil, kerosine . Z gallons 7,180 1,792 8 
Paper .. a Ps 162 39 | Ibs. 21,652 2,071 2 
Pepper, black and white <2. a Sete aer ty ee 938,312 | 60,011 | 7 10 
Planks, hardwood... an os planks 600 1,814 4. 
Seaweed, long 7. ae » 88,420 06 | Ibs. 5,122,675 | 79,116 0 
PLY SLA Roars 5 Ze 4,153 49 | ,, 558,799 12,731 10 
Sharks’-fins ... AS sy * QOLSay |) as 3,984. 2,359 2 
Sugar, white... . ese 5) 2,891 44] ,, 385,525 13,868 4 
>» brown , & si 26,988 28] ,, 3,598,437 80,832 0 
Vermillion ... aa as Real! ates 42 64) ,, 5,685 3,155 10 
Window-glass co oa oe panes 1,117 4,106 4 
Wood, oe . ROM ees| 5g 3,843 41 a 512,455 ote ‘ 
3p (RARE BREST | | bec 1,942 2' 258,969 5, 
ceo 2 ae ne LA 5,852 3,170 4 
Unenumerated ited sve , oa a 12,012 0 
mel aes! ose ses one 2,758,420 | 850,512 16 8 
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Return of the Exports at the Port of Kewkiang, in the Year 1875. 


Quantity. Value. 

Foreign Weights | English Weights | Foreign | English 

and Measures. and Measures, Money. , Money. 
weep aca —|—_——_- ——_—— 
Pcs ge. d. 
Tea, black ... <5 a, «| piculs sh pb 47 | Ibs. 22,183,129 208,747 | 1,914,363 13 2 
Pe cM chp 2 15 » 8,709,620 23a: 738 722,08 517 8 
it fo Samet Me, ee ee it 324 89] 5, 1,909,985 | 137,646 | 42,440 17 0 
3p deat arr Merete wet: - op "363 48 oy 48,464 « 11,020 8,397 16 8 
Gasth eh eae fil | 5, 2,952 88], 393,717 90,132 6,207 7 4 
Bamboo-shoots ost See 1 ne 317 22 aa 42,296 3,440 1,060 138 4 
Chinn-roots. ...) Wy Tee Pax 3,334 96 * 441,661 28,551 8,803 4 6 
Chinaware, fine ove ve A es 3,413 62 * 459,149 25,828 7,963 12 8 
= coarse ... an nl a ey 7,155 66 $3 954,088 23,388 7,195 17 8 
Coal ... ar nv a fe me tons 589 8,334 3,027 19 8 
Dye, colours ... ves ae Bel 6 55 75 16 | lbs. 10,021 3,691 1,188 1 8 
Grass-cloth, coarse...  .. © | ,, 2,861 69 + 381,559 84,674 26,107 16 4 
5) fine... oka 4 or 240 89 * 82,119 14,188 4,374 12 8 
Hemp. un woe eel gg, 195885 77 | gs «© 2, UB 103) Tate a 
Lotis weeds >.) Re. eed |, 106 02 a 14,136 |: 1,647 507 16 6 
Paper, lst quality ... ope Pe line 8,948 44 e 1,198,125 88,011 25,595 1 2 
2nd eee sae TF Bs 38,857 54 33 5,181,005 165,056 50,892 5 4 
T allow, vegetable ded a3 anh A 2,746 96 a 366,261 17,465 5,385 0 10 
Tobacco, leaf .. ves A ty ser e 10,654 93 a 1,420,657 45,316 13,972 8 8 
Py prepared ye cas as 56 09 € 7,479 721 222 6 2 
Copper, cash .., wa dan ye Xe fxs 830 | 255 18 & 
Sundries ek sad BS aa PPA Bea 3,323 1,204 11 10 
Total”. BY Ae ree R, 9,400,830 | 2,898,489 -5 0 


(Signed) WALTER ED. KING, Vice-Consul. 
Kewkiang, January 1, 1876. 
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(No. 8.)—Returw of Foreign Shipping. engaged in the Direct and 
Indirect Trade at the Port of Kewkiang in the Year 1875. 


Nil. 


(No. 4.)—Rerurn of Shipping of each Nation employed in the Coasting 
Trade at the Port of Kewkiang in the Year 1875. 


This return cannot be given in the tabulated form required, as vessels 
of other nationalities are not recorded in this manner by their several 
authorities. From the Custom-house returns it is found that, counting 
every arrival, there were :-— 


Tons. Value of Cargoes. 

£, 8. da. 

British vessels a ac 521,432 1,784,913 6 0 
American . 431,049 1,792,920 6.52 
German .. 992 25 7d 4 Aes 
_Chinese hee 77,386 _| __447,519 18 8 

Note.—Chinese vessels are steamers under foreign regulations. 

(Signed) WALTER ED. KING, Vice-Consul. 


Kewkiang, January 1, 1876. 
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NEWCHWANG. 
Consul Adkins to Sir T. Wade. 


Sir, Newchwang, May 1, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to forward Returns of trade at this port for the 
past year. These have been computed from data which were kindly 
furnished by the Commissioner of Customs at, this port. They comprise 
the following tables :— 

No. 1. Comparative Table of Trade at the Port of Newchwang for 
Years 1874-75. 

No. 2. Per-centage of Tonnage and Revenue of different Na- 
tionalities. 

No, 8. Comparative Table of Imports from Foreign Countries for 
Years 1873-74-75. 

No. 4. Comparative Table of Native Produce Imported for Years 
1873-74-75. 

No. 5. Comparative Table of Exports from Port of Newchwang for 
Years 1873-74-75, 

No. 6. Comparative Table of Shipping for 1874-75, 


The most noteworthy fact in these returns is the highly satisfactory 
increase in the British tonnage as compared with the year 1874 :— 


Ships. Tons. 
1874 .. oe “8 63 24,967 


TB Tae be « a ta 120 49,522 


Tt is to be hoped that this improvement will be permanent, and that 
British shipping is about to retain a fair share of a most valuable portion 
of the China coasting trade—a trade, too, which owes its existence 
entirely to British influence. But British shipowners and shipmasters 
have to encounter a very formidable competition. As a matter of fact, 
the ships of North Germany and Scandinavia are, as a rule, better found, 
better manned, and better cared for than those under the British flag. 
So long as the Chinese merchant or supercargo had but to choose 
between a native junk and an English ship, he must perforce accept the 
discomfort of dirty accommodation, and run the risks entailed by having 
his property embarked in vessels manned by riff-raffs, white, black, and 
yellow, under no sort of discipline, and with but few of the qualifications 
of the sailor. Itis otherwise now that the clean and well-manned vessels 
of Germany and Scandinavia are also to be chartered. 

There is another element which is likely to interfere with the employ- 
ment of English ships in the coasting trade. I allude to the empioyment 
in it of steamers owned by Chinese. During the year two such 
steamers of 1,415 tons visited the port.* These vessels are privileged 
to an extent which gives them a great advantage over all other craft. 
They pay no tonnage dues, though, I presume, they make use of the 
lights and other aids to navigation which foreign vessels have been taxed 


* 2 steamers of 1,415 tons, viz. :—‘‘ Yeh Sin,’ 754 tons; ‘‘ Yung Ching,” with 
troops, 66) tons; total, 1,415 tons. Ship, 456 tons. 
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to supply. Then the payment of duties is, in their case, regulated in a 
very free-handed manner in their favour. For instance, one of the 
steamers last year carried troops from Tientsin ; she was allowed to take 
away a full cargo duty free. 

It must not be supposed that the carrying trade in foreign vessels 
from this port has reached the extreme development of which it is 
capable. ‘There is ample room for a further extension in competition 
with the large number of native junks which still find employment here. 
The tendency of the trade is to employ steamers, and it is therefore pro- 
bable that British shipping will continue to show the preponderance in 
tonnage. 

In imports the most noticeable fact is the decrease in the quantity of 
Malwa opium :— 

Aa. ae 40 ah AP a 840°11 piculs. 
1874 .. ae oe +e «iL, 260 RSOR 


This condition of the opium trade is of course due to the fact that the 
native-grown drug is fast taking the place of the Indian. It is almost 
impossible to ascertain, with any degree of accuracy, the quantity of 
native opium which is produced, except by noting the increased or 
diminished consumption of foreign drug. There is no crop; that is to 
say, the growth of the poppy is not, as yet, a recognized process of agri- 
culture in this district.. The man who wants to smoke opium grows his 
own supply; he has an overplus, perhaps, and that he brings to market. 
It is hard to say how long the preliminary stage of production—this 
living from hand to mouth—will continue. No doubt the principal 
difficulty with which the poppy-grower in this country has now to 
contend is a want of hands to collect the juice after the incisions have 
been made in the capsules. In the north-west portions of this district, 
z.e., in the southern portion of Eastern Mongolia, there is a yearly 
increase in the area of production. This is the colonized tract of Mon- 
golia, in which the largest quantities of pulse are produced, and which 
has been a good customer for the foreign imports of this port. In the 
Province of Kirim, too, it is growiig in the country on the right bank of 
the Sungari, which lies in the angle formed by the reaches of that river 
above and below its junction with the Nonni, east and south-east of 
Petuna. No doubt the farmers in that part will find it pay better to 
have their returns in opium, which is of such high value in proportion to 
its bulk, than in millet or pulse, which they cannot always carry with 
profit to this, the nearest port for exportation. It is highly probable, 
therefore, that its production will largely increase in that district in 
future years. I presume, of course, that there is to be no interference 
from the territorial authorities. Attempts are made in a feeble way to 
tax the native drug, but the small quantities in which it comes to market 
render the collection of a revenue from it a matter of great difficulty. 
During the past year the average price of Malwa opium was 460 to 465 
florins per picul, and’ the price of native opium 280 dollars for the same 
quantity. 

The general import trade of the past year shows an increase, as 
compared with that of 1874, of 392,240 taels, equals at 6s. per tael, 
to 117,6722. 

The general export trade shows an increase of 1,527,277 taels, 
equal to 461,2132. The total value in sterling of the export and import 
trades, therefore, exceeds that of 1874 by 578,885/. 

The rates of freight during the year were somewhat low. Most of 
the ‘shipping was chartered by Chinese merchants. 


~s 


NEWCHWANG. 69 


Steamers from Shanghae— 
Dead weight, 50 c. per picul. 
Measurement, 8 dollars per ton. 
Opium, per chest, 3°80 taels. 


Sailing-ships from Shanghae— 
Dead weight, 20 c. per picul. 
Measurement, 6 dollars per ton, 
Opium, per chest, 2 dollars. 


Rates by 


Steamers. | Sailing-ships. 


C. c. 

To Amoy e ars 35 25 
Swatow we ae 34 rfl 
Canton ee os 50 — 
Shanghae .. es 45 20 
Japan ia hid 20-25 25 


The numbers of Chinese passengers who left Newchwang in steamers 
last year was about 100; the number that arrived was about 1,200 ; they 
were mostly to and from Chefoo. 

One consignment of cotton goods came to the port direct from 
England, but, as they arrived in a damaged eondition the venture was 
not so successful as could have been wished. A small consignment of 
Bombay-made shirtings was found to be unsuitable to this market. 


Population and Industries. 


During the past two or three years there has been much trouble 
caused by gold-miners in the northern portion of this province. At this 
port we are not on the line along which intelligence from that part 
travels, and I am unable to furnish any details of what has taken place. 
I suspect, however, that the principal difficulty the Chinese have to deal 
with in suppressing gold-mining in the district of Tsitsihar lies in the 
fact that many of the miners are from the territory of a powerful neigh- 
bour. 

The district of Kirin is very rich in gold; so rich, indeed, that it 
pays the authorities to allow a large community of gold-miners to ply 
their avocations within a few days’ journey of the seat of Government. 
1 have before me, as I write, a slab of auriferous quartz, which was 
brought to me from the diggings by a Chinese miner. The locality from 
whence it comes is only five or six days’ journey, east by south from 
this city and Kirin. The description given of the place answers very 
much to that of a Californian placer mine. ‘The miners are as rude and 
lawless as they care to be, and but little of the precious metal seems to 
abide with the working digger, who is beset by the usual temptations to 
spend and squander. 

The valley in which the mines are situated is called Chia T’i Kou, 
It is some 30 miles long, and of varying width. A stream runs through 
it, which joins a river navigable to Kirin city. The veins of quartz in 
the hill-sides are very numerous. The method of getting the gold is 
simple enough. The quartz, having been dug from the hill, is “ roasted,”’ 
it is then crushed, and then washed on a cradle or “slip.” So rude and 
imperfect are the appliances made use of that it usually pays to wash the 
quartz two or three times. The quantity of gold found in a ton of 
quartz varies, but my informant assured me that less than 230 dollars per 
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ton was considered a poor yield. This is an amount which, if I remem- 
ber rightly, is far in excess of the yield of any quartz in America or 
Australia, where scientific appliances and highly skilled labourers are 
available. 

The social organization of the gold-mining community is very pecu- 
liar. It appears that, some ten or twelve years ago, a formidable band 
of brigands infesting the Kirin province was put down by a levy of 
hunters and foresters under the command of a man named Han. In 
recognition of this service the Government gave him an honorary button 
of the 6th grade and a permission to get gold in the mountain district 
lying to the east of Kirin. He pays an annual tribute of 20,000 taels, and 
governs absolutely within the limits of his concession. No official writ runs 
there without his permission. He has an armed following, and a number 
of miners and workmen in his pay. Those who are not in his employ pay 
him a royalty for permission to mine. At present the community under 
Han’s rule is said to number about 1,000. They are principally Chinese, 
though a number of Coreans have recently found their way into the 
territory, and are working with considerable success. 

Attention has recently been drawn to a seam of very superior coal 
near this port. The mine is situated on the Gulf of Liantung, about 
50 miles to the west of this port town. The specimens I have seen 
resemble Cannell coal. The seam is of extraordinary thickness, and the 
coal could be brought here by sea at a rate which would make it a 
valuable article of commerce. It remains to be seen whether the Chinese 
authorities will not try to make it impossible for a foreigner to engage in 
the trade. 

Great improvements have been made in the Govgrnment of the 
provinee during the past year. The old system, under which the Military 
Governor and Head of the Executive had no real control oyer the 
district authorities, but had to submit to see his functions and powers 
usurped by five Provisional Boards of War, Revenue, Works, Punish- 
ment, and Civil Office, has been done away with. ‘The Military Governor 
is now styled Governor-General. As such, he has complete jurisdiction 
over the population of the proyince, Manchu and Chinese, and is also ex 
officio Supervisor of the Civil Service in the Province, Comptroller of the 
Revenue and of the Military Budget. The Civil Governor assumes the 
style and powers of a Governor of one of the eighteen provinces, and the 
Governor Adjoint, whose powers of interference had been found very 
inconvenient and mischievous, is extinguished. To enable the district 
officials to communicate more easily with the heads of departments, an 
officer of the rank of Taotai has been established at Mukden. No doubt 
the abuses at headquarters were very great, but they were surpassed by 
those existing in the provincial jurisdiction. Under the old system suits 
between Chinese and Manchus were settled by the (Chinese) district 
magistrate and the (Manchu) Commandant acting conjointly. These 
officers made a joint report of the case to the militar y Governor, but the 
(Chinese) magistrate made a separate report to the Civil Governor, By 
the new system the Chinese magistrate’s is the Court of First Instance in 
all civil cases. 

Nothing but good can come of these reforms. The present Governor- 
General is a man of much energy and vigour. He proyided himself with 
a body of drilled soldiers from Tientsin, aud set to work at once to repress 
brigandage and to assist the law in hitherto lawless districts. He has so 
far been eminently successful. ‘The roads have never been so secure as 
they are at this moment. Ever since we have known anything of this 
province there has been a tract of country adjoining its Corean frontier 
which has been a source of great trouble to the authorities. In the 
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Yaloo Valley and about the spurs of the Long White Mountains, an 
illegal colonization has been going on for many years. ‘The colonists 
were all outlaws by the fact of their being there, but they were many of 
them escaped criminals. They had established a kind of rude govern- 
ment, and were, indeed, a ‘‘State”’ after a kind. ‘The inhabitants were 
gold and ginseng diggers, or hunters and lumberers, as the season suited. 
The timber used at Tientsin and this port comes from this country. Now 
this isallchanged. The tract of country has been made anienable to law 
and the recusant population have been brought over or punished. <A large 
and fertile territory has been added to this Consular district. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) THOS. ADKINS, Consul. 
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(No. 1.)—Comparative TABLE of the Value of Trade at the Port of 


CHINA, 


Newchwang for each of the Years 1874, 1875. 


Value of foreign goods imported 
Ps Chinese goods __,, 


1874. 1875. 
Taels. Taels. 
.. | 1,639,487 | 1,739,920 
Ks 793,648 | 1,085,455 


—— 


2,433,135 | 2,825,375 


Total value of imports 4 se 
Value of exports to foreign countries .. es 11,639 39,825 
5) is Chinese ports .. .-| 1,741,904 | 2,647,855 
Total value of experts vs -.| 1,753,543 | 2,687,680 


Total imports and exports (after deduction of 
re-exports) ss an ee ee 


4,186,678 | 5,713,055 


Total value in sterling of all imports and exports £ £ 
(less re-exports) ae 1,256,003 | 1,713,916 


THOS. ADKINS, Consul. 


(Signed) 


(No. 2.)—Prr-cenTace of Tonnage, Trade, and Revenue of the 
different Nationalities; calculated by the Imperial Maritime Customs. 


Tonnage. Trade. Revenue 
Fla g i 2 eee 2 
a oe 2 | &3 | 289 3a 
se | 28.) § | 20 oe 
Ze a Ba Sis) AO BA 
British =) .-| 34°19 | 37°90 |. 38°69 | 42°32) “S7sh7 loess 
American ii a Sys 8°99 nk 22°76 | 15°81 2°56 
German ee Soot Oe 29°15 28 06 19°65 26°24 34°82 
French ws on 7°12 6°48 Bord 4°26 6°08 8°14 
Dutch ve 5 0°86 0°61 0°21 0°46 0°41 oe 
Danish ete Be 4°56 3°28 0°66 3°27 3°15 1°93 
Swedish and Norwegian .. 3°13 3°18 0:81 1°70 2°47 5°16 
Russian be ne 0°57 0°72 3°18 0°79 0°95 1°60 
Austrian ie os 0°28 0:22 0°35 0°35 0°44 AN 
Non-Treaty Powers... 6°55 8:09 | 19°33 3°86 6°40 6°90 
Chinese x i 0°86 1°43 40 0°58 0°38 oe 
Total .. ..| 100700 | 100-00 | 100-00 | 100-00 | 100-00 | 100°00 
(Signed) THOS. ADKINS, Consul. 


~~ 
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(No. 3.)—Comparative Tasxe of Imports from Foreign Countries at 
the Port of Newchwang for Years 1873, 1874, 1875. 


Description of Goods. 


——— oy 


Opium— 


Benares .. re da 
Malwa .. ae 5 
Patna .. =a a 
Persian .. oa a’ 
Cotton goods— 

Cambrics ia on 
Chintzes. . os eat 
Cotton lastings .. 
Unclassed YY A 
Damasks, dyed .. “ 
Dimities. . nie =: 
Domestics i os 
Drills— 

American rt ae 

Dutch oe on 

English oe 5.3 
Jeans— 

American ae ae 

Dutch ae a. 

English ar +e 
Mahommedans .. wie 
Mottles, blue a4 37 
Muslins.. ee ae 
Sheetings ee os 


Shirtings, grey .. 

Do., white, plain .. 

Do. do., figured and bye. 
caded .. ve oa 

Do., dyed, plain .. oe 

Do., do., figured .. 

Do., de) spotted and lito- 


caded cr as 
T-cloths ee oe ee 
Twills .. a iE; 
Turkey reds oe ee 
Velveteens a6 ne 
Velvets .. ars 
Pocket handkerchiefs oe 
Woollens— 
Camlets, Dutch and English, . 
Cloth, medium .. ae 
Crape .. +e as 
Flannel .. ae we 
Lastings.. AG ee 
Long ells ae a 
Lustres and Orleans aA 
Russian cloth 43 ia 
Spanish stripes .. an 
Woollen and cotton mixtures. 
Metals— 
Iron, bar ae ee 
Do., nail rod as on 
Do., wire ee are 
Lead... an £7 
Quicksilver oe we 
Steel .. ea sc 
Tin as ae nth 
Sundries— 
Agar-agar os ee 
Betel nuts Sy ma 
Borax ee eo ory 


|_| ee | —— 


a3 


33 


” 


dozens 


pieces 


” 


1873. 


56 
2,287 
54 


00 
78 


00 
24 
51 
18 


65 
96 
08 


1874. 


31 20 
1,265 50 
19 86 
16 00 


200 
9,323 
1,867 
5,331 

320 


70,533 | 


5,280 


1,380 
340 
520 

1,300 

123,365 
21,286 


3,734 
7,478 


3,044 
51,459 
170 
2,627 
2,611 


154,948 
13,948 


2,105 


ee 
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Description of Goods. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
Camphor Ar .. piculs 31 27 57 33 99 79 
Cardamons— 

Inferior a s a0 137 27 110 04 | 7: 36 

Superior a4 oh x 5 69 3 85 oe 
Dyes and colours... As Ns 50 50 85 36 ‘ 
Isinglass sr ; an 38 82 130 56 
Medicines eg ac aS 90 54 168 83 205 52 
Pepper, black + si 9 415 72 1,327 01 2,334 35 
Putchuck 5 ; 5 49 77 81 16 81 80 
Redwood a ae oe ae 695 12 an 
Ricey ra, ve Ae “5 471 00 ae ae 
Sandalwood hie +5 106 00 112 00 * 
Sapanwood we oie Rs 6,279 31] 14,665 72 11,458 28 
Seaweed, Ist quality a 9 1,771 65 235 66 we 
Do., 2nd quality .. 4 53 9,013 3 5,572 56 20,457 66 
Sharks’ fins es 80 $ 83 48 74 52 172 14 
Shellfish... Se 30 rs 245 7H ee es 
Sugar, brown a Ad ry 3,390 55 8,444 58 12,387 60 
Do., white Be “a 4 2,127 09 3,957 49 8,081 33 
Tea, Japan A oe ie 163 62 er cA 
Clocks .. art pieces 215 a 418 
Coal ae = tons 173 “e oH 
Glass (window) .. «s  (DOXEs 2,847 2,346 2,998 
Matches.. on oF gross 24,000 24,420 15,125 
Needles .. ay so mille 50,320 62,490 129,524 

(Signed) THOS. ADKINS, Consul, 


(No. 4.)—Comparative Tani of Native Produce imported into the 
Port of Newchwang for the Years 1873, 1874, 1875. 


Description of Goods. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
Piculs. Piculs. Piculs. 
Alum i ae fs 401 10 4A 1,110 19 
Aniseed, broken ny AS 227 65 311 Si 
a star.. me ais 132 16 197 46 145 48 
Bamboo-shoots, dried .. AG 434 12 352 58 206 62 
Ss 7 ware .. ar 58 09 186 915 8 oe 
Brass buttons oe sie 247 82 180 30 629 97 
Brassware .. ata ric 152 74 133 26 121 02 
Camphor .. . ee 2 10 ote <a 
Cassia lignea. . ots He 68 77 237 67 410 69 
China root .. a ee 289 34 144 88 204 58 
Copper, ore .. oe \ 0 “Ke 19 20 ia 
5»  unmanufactured ee 64 62 19 41 54 27 
Cotton, raw .. a -.| 4,748 14 556 90 214 80 
Ginger, green bs ; Be 1,499 60 3,620 72 
Glassware .. Pe are 6 02 Bc Ae 
Grass-cloth, coarse .. ee 134 95 277 24 275 40 
bs fine as ou 25 61 56 89 ae 
Gypsum ve os an ore 2,400 2,000 
Indigo, dried.. ete .-| 1,208 08 834 33 414 04 
Lead, red. ne a 614 73 304 56 580 40 
> white .. ais ay 657 17 813 86 1215039 
», yellow.. Ay ots 653 64 646 47 853 86 
Lichees, dried ian 0s a 125 19 365 20 
Lotos-nuts .. ars 8 80 68 a oh 
Lung-ngans, dried Bi Hie 116 45 104 75 : ae 
3 pulp 5A Aye 82 42 101° 93 yl eee 
Medicines .. ae ool med 909 180 2,399 54 2,480 94 


Nankeens .. o ° 111 30 253 08 55 18 


bo fe ise 9 ee 
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Description of Goods. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
Piculs Piculs. Piculs. 
Nutgalls A ae aa 225 70 279 25 260 07 
Oil, wood .. xe mae ny Aya! ‘ie 422 13 
Opium, prepared of ia 0 63 0 64 a 
Paint, assorted i. si 81 63 ar Fic 
99 BTERD 3 ii 120 25 20 24 83 52 
Paper, lst quality sie ..|, 2,374 71 1,359 96 2,339 02 
», 2nd quality <a : 8,712 O1 Vy Gas 10,671 O1 
jy, PAR. as eal a, L7a 64 1,985 04 980 51 
Plums, black,. nn He 132 97 704 50 
Preserves .. s : 652 87 870 34 992 82 
Rhubarb st ri as ay 49 20 .. 
Rice A & 7 719 50 a 
yo Ted ve cr rie 208 94 289 89 206 02 
Rouge or = : 108 22 87 43 124 25 
Seaweed ae a ‘ fr 30 39 
Silk and cotton mixtures ry 21 57 69 43 1351 
Silk— 
Piece goods ae aa 393 09 397 44 569 27 
Raw re a a 1 50 a hid 
Ribbons .. ae aa 19 35 30 84 56 54 
Tassels .. AA a 2 96 2 65 2 92 
Thread... sia mit 10 33 20 75 12 60 
Spelter os : + 100 00 we 
Steel, native .. ae : 354 35 294 70 456 35 
Sugar, brown . aA -.| 24,913 10 49,977 49 69,425 14 
»»  white.. ae 8,632 10 8,341 18 21,097 98 
»  ¢candy.. wa beard 6,338 58 10,438 31 10,045 39 
Tea.. An re va Ar 89 77 201 14 
Tinfoil va “if aa 48 68 75 45 94 66 
Tobacco, leaf. . hw ea 147 10 437 59 215 80 
ay prepared ite Pi 4,436 15 4,518 15 9,371 OL 
Turmeric oe os os 714 50 1,366 95 1,554 31 
Vermillion ,.. A at 88 21 37 82 271 07 
Wax, white .. = wa 183 13 198 58 415 82 
Woodware .. na be 100 57 103 81 = 
. Pieces. Pieces. Pieces. 
Bags as “Ft oy 201,930 147,306 159,700 
Bamboo poles re an * as 12,595 
Carpets ae De a4 666 960 1,869 
Fans, paper .. ee ie 11,680 94,722 50,321 
Inkstones .. ate ia 4,154 , 12,995 ee 
Mats ric) a Pe, 19,008 om 14,575 
Mirrors ie a Se 10,071 ae 3 
Poles, soft-wood Wa sf 2,417 ao oe 
Silk caps... - cr, ae 13,285 es - 
Skins, racoon . ue és 7,694 1,857 *e 
Table-covers .. ua a 975 an 1,477 


LT 


i (Signed) THOS. ADKINS, Consul. 
} 
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(No. 5.)\—ComparATive TABLE of Exports from Port of Newehwang 
for Years 1873, 1874, 1875. 


Description of Goods. Toyo = 
Piculs. 
Barley, pearl.. as Ae 346 20 
Bean-cakes ., a an 554,160 
Beans— 
Black as 4 a5 106,757 80 
Green a ~~ 4c 246,814 
Red ae ae oe 450 
* White ee ee ee 3,007 
Yellow .. ae e-| 648,337 70 
Bicho de mar.. a ee 56 88 
Cotton, raw .. cm ar As 
Fir-nuts 4 oe we 
Fish-bones - as te 
Fish, salted “e an 1,329 76 
Fruits, fresh .. vs Ae 442 49 
Fungus ne Ae ce 1,432 48 
Ginseng— 
Corean, Ist quality .. e. 28 58 
> 2nd es 58 2 39 
ae refuse an 55 5. 
Native ae ore 1,094 36 
Wild : w we sa 
Glue nee ° 13 85 
Hemp <a : = 
Horns, deer, old ae ° 
Horsehair : aia 45 64 77 
Liquorice .. .- ee 241 23 
Medicines .. Ae eas 3,195 39 
Melon seeds .. oe oc 6,687 43 
Mushrooms .. As +e 48 08 
Nuts - Se 5 af 
Oil— 
Bean 5 ee 20,028 26 
Castor ae a oe 540 72 
Hemp-seed . a = 226 06 
Paper, lst quality : : ao 
Samshoo K ae ea 6,082 91 
Silk piece-goods = ore Re 
Sinews “3 Re aie 229 16 
Shell-fish we ays 159 32 
Shrimps, dried Ne Be 763 32 
Tallow, animal A 
Vermilion .. de 
Vermicelli .. 117 86 
Wax— 
White ive sie : we 
Yellow... 5 oe 36 53 
Almonds Z ae a 
; Pieces. 
Bags se a 147,450 
Skin coats— 
Fox on aa ae} te 
Sable Ae a% 55 
Sheep «: ag oe oe 
Squirrel .. ne Se 118 
Skins— 
Dog ne «a ° oe 
Sable Ae : 5 160 
Tiger end leopard .. 4 Je 
Unenumerated ee re 2,613 


Horns, deer’s, young .. 


759,399 


27,681 
134,597 
14,202 
925,796 
32 


“13 
1,810 


1,981 


159 

433 
Pieces. 
188,300 


60 
38 
538 
146 


we ad 
878 


- 


1875. 


) Piculs. 
1,813 
1,007,401 


78,729 
293,127 
6,180 
1,432.163 
66 


551 
Ba 


2,106 
535 
47 

7 


21 
1,648 
0 


7538 


THOS. ADKINS, Consul. 
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(No. 6.)—Comrarative Tarr of Shipping, showing the Tonnage 
under the Flags of the different Nationalities. 


oe 


Flag. 

British 
American 
German oa 
French be 
Dutch #0 
Danish oa 
Swedish and Norwegian . 
Russian of 
Siamese a 
Hawaiian 8 
Chinese an 
Austrian a 

Total... 


1874. 1875. 
Entered. Cleared. Entered. Cleared. 
2 a F a ir a 3 wa 
= a 5 P| 5 = 5 = 
Ay Sg Sirti never Wish Lakes 
63 | 24,967 | 63 | 24,967 |120 | 49,522 |120 49,522 
AG) Los, 00) | 40.) Lowe, | op | Ll.g47 | 35 11,747 
101 | 30,956 |101 | 30,956 }112 | 38,091 |112 38,091 
6 1,903 6 1,903' | 25 8,462 | 25 8,462 
2, 649 2 649 3 797 3 797 
10] 2,860|10] 2,860] 16| 4,225 | 16 4,225 
ee 780 3 780 | 11 4,160 | 1l 4,160 
1 472 1 472 2 944 2 944 
15 6,864 | 15 6,864 | 21 9,620 | 21 9,620 
ps 946 2 946 P 946 4 946 
7 4,358 if 4,358 3 1,871 3 1,871 
oie i 1 290 1 290 
. |256 | 90,542 |236 | 90,542 |351 | 130,675 351 | 139,675 


(Signed) THOS. ADKINS, Conszud. 


NINGPO. 
Report of the Trade of the Port of Ningpo for the Year 1875. 


Tse value of the trade of Ningpo for 1875 was considerably less than 
in 1874, as may be gathered from the tables accompanying this report. 
The falling off was entirely in exports, tea alone showing a deficiency of 
28,905 chests as compared with the preceding year; the export of cotton, 
also, was less by some 2,000 piculs. On the other hand, the import 
trade improved somewhat. Opium shows an increase of nearly 1,000 
chests, while cottons were more largely imported, to the extent of 34,000 
pieces, than in 1874. 

The gross value of the trade amounted to 4,172,864/., which was 
divided as under— 


£ 
Imports oe Se 36 <* «. 2,573,853 
Exports os ove af, PE iss on, 2 59970Tt 
Total . ee ee ve +. 4,172,864 

The corresponding figures for 1874 were— 

£ 
Tmports a Ar we At -. 2,468,984 
Exports ae it oP ae > 23250,275 
Total . ne ne on e« 4,719,259 


From these figures it appears that in 1875 there is a falling off in the 
value of the trade, as compared with 1874, amounting to— ; 


vy 
Decrease in exports Ae os ve +. 651,264 
Increase in imports aa ee oe «- 104,869 
Total falling offin trade .. ae «- 846,395 


The above figures are extracted from the Customs’ tables, where the 
amounts appear in Haikwan tacls, and have been reduced to sterling at 
the rate of 6s. 5d. per tael, which appears to have been about the average 
rate of exchange during the year. 

The tables attached to this report are :— 


1. Table showing the Estimated Proportion of the Share taken by 
each Foreign Flag in the whole ‘rade. ° 
2. Comparative Table of Principal Articles of Import from 1873-75. 
3. Comparative Table of Principal Articles of Export from 1873-75. 
4, Table showing the Gross and Net Values of the Trade from 
1878-75, ; 
5. Table showing Comparative Import of Opium and Export of Tea, 
Silk, and Cotton, from 1878-75. 
. Table showing Import and Export of Treasure during 1875. 
. Table showing Proportion of Share taken by each Flag in Transit 
Trade, &e. 


1D 


IMPORTS. 


Opium.—As stated above, and shown by Table No. 5, there was a 
very large increase in this branch of the import trade. A very small 
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proportion of the opium imported is consumed in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of Ningpo, the remainder is sent up country, and supplies parts 
of Kiangsi and Anhui. The increasing production of native opium, 
noted by Mr. Forrest in his report for 1874, still continues. As far as I 
have been able to ascertain, the amount of native drug actually brought 
into the Ningpo market during 1875 was about 100 piculs, equal in value, 
at 250 dollars per picul, to 5,000/. 

The entire yield of the 1874-75 opium crop in the province of 
Chikiang appears to have been about 1,000 piculs. Of this the production 
was distributed as follows :— 


Piculs. 
The IIsiang-shan district .. Se ee da 200 
Huang-yen .. a a oe . 250 
Ning-hai os oe ee oe ee 150 
Tai-ping a ee oe . 230 
Other districts, abou ; “ie sa oe 170 
‘otal>- os. ee on ve «» 1,000 


These figures show a very large increase over those of the previous 
year, and the crop appears to have been considerably larger than was at 
all anticipated. In spite of this great increase of the- native growth, 
there remains the startling fact that in 1875 nearly 1,000 chests more 
of Malwa opium were brought into the place than in the preceding 

ear. 

; This is only to be accounted for by the fact that the lekin at this 
port being low, and the difficulties of transport less, than at most places, 
Ningpo supplies many parts of the interior which, from their geographical 
position, one would at first sight suppose ought to derive their supplies 
from elsewhere. 

Cotton Piece Goods.—There is an increase in the import of cottons 
amounting to some 34,000 pieces, for which see Table 2.. This increased 
import occurred entirely during the early part of the year, and lasted but 
a very short time, and is chiefly to be attributed to purchases made at 
the Shanghae auctions, principally» I am informed, of damaged goods, 
which are sent up country to Shao-hsing to be dyed, which process, if it 
does not cure the mildew of which the natives complain so bitterly, at 
least conceals it. 

The trade in piece goods is entirely in the hands of the Chinese 
merchants. ‘There are several reasons for this, one, and possibly this is 
the chief, being the guild system mentioned by Mr. Forrest. Besides 
this, Chinese are now able to make their own purchases at Shanghae, 
either at the auctions, which constantly take place, or from the various 
foreign houses there; the communication between the two places is 
frequent, and the freights low, consequently they do not care to deal 
with the foreign merchant at Ningpo, who would, of course, expect to 
make his profit on the transaction. I am assured by a geutleman who 
has been a long time in business at Ningpo, that at the present moment, 
and for some time past, he has not dared to “touch piece goods,” as 
doing so would involve certain loss of money. 

_ Woollens.—There is a very slight increase in the import of woollen 
piece goods, amounting only to 2,598 pieces. The same remarks apply 
to this branch of the import trade as to cottons. 

Metals.—The import of metals has improved, though not to any very 
great extent. 

Tin has gained 3,641 piculs on the import of 1874, wde Table 2. 
The lekin on tin is exceedingly heavy, being 80 cents per picul, and the 
ere, this tax naturally proves such strong temptation to smuggling 
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that it is to be feared that sooner or later the trade will pass out of the 
hands of foreigners into those of the guilds, and that they will conduct it 
on the same plan as is now applied to the trade in piece goods. 

Iron.—Nailrod appears to be the only form in whieh this metal is 
imported. There is an increase of 7,656 piculs over the amount imported 
in 1874 (wide Table 2). 

Lead has slightly fallen off (wde Table 2). This is to be accounted 
for by the small export of tea during 1875, as the lead imported is 
chiefly, indeed almost wholly, used for purposes of tea packing. 

Medicines figure largely in the import and export lists (vide Tables 2 
and 3). The import this year is slightly in excess of that of 1874. 

Sugar, which is brought largely to Ningpo from other Chinese ports, 
is imported chiefly in native bottoms, and the amount shown as coming 
under the head of “‘ Foreign Trade” gives a very erroneous idea of the 
quantity actually brought into the port. There is no appreciable dif- 
ference between the import of this and previous years. 

Beans, Peas, §c.—The trade in pulse is now quite insignificant, 
nearly the whole carrying trade being in Chinese hands; 2,446 piculs 
only were imported in foreign bottoms. 


Exports, 


Cotton, raw.—The, export of cotton during 1875 appears, as shown by 
Table 3, to be less by about 2,000 piculs than that of 1874. Now the 
cotton crop of 1874-75 was unusually large, and it might naturally have 
been anticipated that the export would have shown a corresponding 
increase; this, however, has not been the case. 

I am informed that the native cotton manufactures have largely in- 
creased of late, which would, of course, in a great measure account for 
the reduction in the amount exported, and, further, that very large 
quantities of raw cotton were exported in Chinese bottoms, the greater 
proportion of this export finding its way to Formosa in exchange for the 
sugars and indigo imported from that island. 

This province appears to be in every way suited for the growth of 
cotton, and there can be little doubt that the disgust oceasioned by the 
inferior description of manufactured cottons introduced into the country 
of late years has given a powerful stimulus, not alone to native pro- 
duction, but also to native manufactures. In the Chékiang province the 
“yellow cotton,” which commands a higher price than the ordinary 
white, is produced, but not, I believe, in very large quantities. 

Svlk.—As shown by Table 5, there has been an increase of 200 piculs 
in the export of raw silk, while in silk piece goods it appears that about 
110 piculs more were exported than in 1874. The greater portion of 
the raw silk exported finds a market at Shanghae, wheuce it is re-ex- 
‘ported to foreign countries, while the piece goods are sent chiefly to 
‘iKiangsu vid Shanghae. 

Tea.—In the export of tea, as remarked above, and shown by Table 3, 
there has been a very great falling off. amounting to about one-sixth of 
the export of former years. This difference is presumably the result of 
-the overstocked state of the European markets, which rendered people 
runwilling to speculate so freely as usual in this somewhat risky branch 
«of trade. f ; : 

‘The remaining exports from Ningpo consist chiefly of paper fans, 
straw mats, medicines of various sorts, and cuttle fish, The export of 
these articles, with the exception of fans and cuttle fish, has been larger 
in 1875 than during the preceding year. are ; 

The cuttle fish seems to be a very large article of export, and also of 
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consumption, at Ningpo and the neighbouring districts. The fisheries 
are amongst the various islands at the mouth of the river, and the fish is 
used solely as an article of food, 

Table No. 7 attached to this report gives the proportion of share 
taken by the various flags in transit trade. It appears that out of 9,079 
passes which were issued during 1875, 5,945 were taken out by Chinese, 
a very small number by British subjects, and the remainder by Americans 
and Germans. Doubtless the actual number of transit passes made use 
of by Chinese was greatly in excess of the figures shown by this table, as 
many passes are obtained by foreigners on their behalf. 

Lixchange.—Exchanges have ruled exceedingly low during the past 
year, and there seems very little hope of any improvement. I add 
below a table showing the estimated value of the dollar for each month 
of the year, from which it appears that, taking the average, the actual 
value of the dollar was 4s. 0d., while for some time it was as low as 
3s. 11d.; at the present moment it is, if anything, a trifle lower. 


AVERAGE Rate of Exchange for 1875. 


Six months’ sight. Demand. 

an) a. Cane & a. 
January te oo| 4 3 _ 4 ] 
February a 4 3 _ 4 1 
March . «e 4 2% to 4 3% ee 
April . o- 4 2 — 4 1 
May a) 4 2 4 2h 4 0} 
June .. oe APR eS 4 3 4 "1 
July .. Se al ee 4 2 3 114 
August we o-| 4 1 — 3 11 
September as Mra ke — 3 11 
October aan ea? vl 4 1% 3 114 
November oe 4. 2 — 4 0 
December ae 4 1 4 13 3 11 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


It may be interesting, though perhaps a little out of place in a report 
on foreign trade, to remark on the very large and important trade carried 
on here in native bottoms and by native traders. Through the courtesy 
of the officer in charge of the native Custom-house, I have been enabled 
to obtain some few particulars as to this trade. 

First comes rice. In 1875 rice to the amount of 1,040,000 piculs was 
imported into Ningpo in native trading junks, whilst the import in foreign 
bottoms was nil.; 260,000 piculs of beans, &c., chiefly from Newchwang, 
were imported in the same way, against 2,446 piculs in foreign bottoms. 
Indeed, this branch of the carrying trade seems to be now entirely in 
native hands. Sugar and indigo were likewise imported in very large 
quantities. Ofthe former no less than 160,000 piculs were introduced 
into this market from various parts of the country, whilst 6,000 tubs of 
indigo, equal to 30,000 piculs, were imported chiefly from Tamsuy and 
the neighbourhood. ‘ 

The most important branch of the trade, however, appears to consist 
in the export of cotton. In 1874 the export amounted to no less than 
200,000 piculs, which in 1875 fell off to 140,000 piculs, for which falling~ 
off there is no reason assigned, though it seems natural to suppose, seeing 
that there was no deficiency in the crop, that the difference in the export. 
was caused by the increased demand for purposes of manufacture in the 
producing districts. 

G2 
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In conclusion, I will only remark that everything here and in the 
neighbourhood appears to be quiet, and the people friendly and well 
disposed towards foreigners. The fortifications on Chinhai are still in 
progress, and are supposed to be approaching completion. 


(Signed) PELHAM WARREN, Acting Consul. 
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{Table No, 2.)—Comparative Table of the Principal Articles of Import 
from 1873 to 1875. 


Description of Goods. 1873. 1874. 1875. 

Cotton piece goods . pieces 751,469 696,822 721,566 
Woollen 5 oe 41,025 31,565 34,163 | 
Metals— 

Iron, nail rod .. piculs 29,043 23,283 30,939 

Lead ie Ey 10,096 12,032 9,542 

Tin Het, as 22,613 23,414 26,658 

Tin in plates “i 3, 362 277 674 
Opium— 

Malwa . Re Ms ws 7,289 8,398 

Patna . es oh 339 832 260 

Other kinds me SS 174 102 116 
Pepper— 

Black .. or. Re 1,300 1,713 3,124 

White on at 255 228 184 
Rice ce as 8,233 2,566 oe 
Wood— 

Ebony . Poly, as 15,874 6,572 7,542 

Sandal ee 978 860 1,269: 

Sapan re 8,539 8,422 10,621 
Beans and peas ee ae 2,696 2,446 
Fungus .. Kee, F 1,812 1,477 3,081 
Hemp .. a aoe 6,856 4,169 7,653 
Lungngans, dried .. + 10,536 15,326 12,690. 
Medicines . =e 3 27,46) 28,843 28,940 | 
Oil, wood . as 5 14,92) 15,123 21,264 
Sugar— 

Brown ; Dy 18,042 21,958 22,123 

White Ae os 6,138 13,004 8,449 

Candy ee es 7,671 7,831 10,334 
Tobacco, prepared s 4,456 4,047 4,085 
Wax, white hs 561 693 1,195 
Total value of imports (ex- £ 8. ad, £ s. d. fsa. 

clusive of re-exports)  ..| 2,544,644 13 6 | 2,416,665 17 0 | 2,522,514 11 0 
Treasure imported . Bs 323,812 5 0 310,028 3 0 335,905 3 0 

(Signed) PELHAM WARREN, 


Acting Consul. 


~~ 
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(Table No. 3.)—Comrararive Table of the principal Articles of Export 
from 1873 to 1875. 


Description of Goods. 1873. 
Copper cash +. strings os 
Cotton, raw «+ piculs 43,127 
Fans, paper +. pieces 698,626 
Fish, cuttle * +. piculs 57,819 
Mats, straw e. pieces 830,567 
Medicines . +» piculs 27,834 
Nankeens . en 95 159 
Silk piece goods... ,, 144 
Silk, raw . er cs 779 
Tea, green . Fiat) dah 152,029 
Tobacco leaf ze Bs 2,408 
Wheat .. ae _ 4,683 
Total value of exports (ex- £ 8 


.. | 2,477,369 15 
64.705 19 
451,076 5 


clusive of re-exports 
Total value of re-exports 
Treasure re-exported os 


1874. 
36,015 


ooonk 

bo 

. 

bo 

o 
7] 

ro 

“I 

wo 

o 


37,714 
259 
270 
717 

125,980 
571 
2,016 


£ 8. d. 
1,599,011 10 0 
51,338 9 0 
753,546 1 0 


(Signed) 


PELHAM WARREN, 


Acting Consul. 
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(No. 5.)—Imrort or Opium, 


1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 

Malwa .. ++ piculs ««| 6,283 7,111 7,289 8,398 
Patna ee oe rr we 276 339 332 260 
Benares .. ae ap A 62 168 97 92 
Persian .. ae pF * 38 6 5 24 
Total Fesnk 2 ..| 6,659 | 76241 -7,723 | 8,774 


Export or TEA. 


1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 


Green .. e- piculs -.| 176,780 | 152,029 | 154,242 | 125,980 
Leaf «e ee ” i 4,382 4,968 3,860 3,217 
Total ws Sy --| 181,162 | 156,997 | 158,102 | 129,197 


Export or SILK. 


1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 


Raw oe e. piculs oe 583 779 517 717 


Exrort oF CoTron. 


1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 


Raw a +» piculs -.| 50,081 | 43,127 | 54,728 | 52,689 


(Signed) PELHAM H. WARREN, 
Acting Consul. 


(No. 6.)—Treasure Imported and Exported during the Year 1875. 


Imported— Taels. 
Shanghae .. ee an ee -. 1,045,880 
Total, 335,5537. 
Exported— 
To Shanghae ate ee oh oe) 040710 
Total, 753,546/. 
(Signed) PELHAM H. WARREN, 


Acting Consul, 


a 


CHINA. 


8& 


4 


‘qnsuog Suny ‘NAWIV A ‘H WVATId 


L£¥1 


*squapIseyy 
usie.0 7 


(pousig) 


"ox “Oper, JIsuLIy, UT SeL usta10,7 yova fq oye} ereyg Jo uoysodoid Surmoys atav—("7 


"ON) 


ISh FS SPO LEL'T F8G‘¢ 68664 os 9F8'0G 996‘LF6 620°6 =] ** vg See ClOr: 

ee ee ee ee ee eo, oe ee oe oe ee eo UeIssny 

oe ee ee ee °° ee oe eo ee eo SIOMOT Ayeory-uon 

aie ae - .. Fr RS a Se ne 5% ae “+ ystueg 
969 ‘OT 106‘F09 L2Z €06‘0L itp 62F‘0T 966°6¢ cr6‘g | °° “s ts ** gsoulyd 
FELT OIF FL 6S 88F‘s os 690% 866'TL 686 :° oe a ** ueUlIex) 

ee ee oe ee ee ee tan ee ee ee ee ee qouely 
€1¢°9 F33‘L8¢ Lee‘e bL9°S9L e 9G2¢'¢ 0SS‘EZ1 SIS] 42" +s ey uBoVouy 
8El%s POL‘O9T Gz 606‘ “e 960°¢ B84°LST LL9 :¢ es 2s “*  ysig, 

Se tae rash sa ee 
*sondg *Opedy, “sand ‘oper, *sosseg jo “song “opery, “Ssosseg 
Jisuviy, jo onjeA pisuety, JO onjea Toqunyy JISUeLT, jo one A JO Joaquim yy 
"Selg 
‘T2101, “SpavMjng “SpreMuy 


= 


89 


SWATOW. 
Report on the Foreign Trade of Swatow for the Year 1875. 


Tue Returns annexed to this Report and much of the information 
which it contains haye been derived from the Customs Returns, which 
were kindly placed at the disposal of the Consular Assistant, Mr. W. 8. 
Ayrton, by Mr. McKean, Deputy Commissioner in charge. 

The foreign trade of this port for the year 1875 dves not appear to 
present any feature requiring particular comment. 

In imports and exports it was somewhat aboye that of 1874. In the 
latter year the imports were 3,318,508/., and in 1875 they amounted to 
8,572,264/., and the exports in the same years were respectively 
1,311,5327. and 1,417,039/., thus making an increase of 359,263/. in 
the total trade for 1875. These sums include the values of cargo 
re-exported. 


Imports. 


Opium,—The Table marked A, annexed to this Report, shows an 
increase in the importation of opium of 796 piculs over that of the pre- 
vious year. The whole of this opium was imported by native traders 
from Hong Kong, the business in this article having quite passed out of 
the hands of foreigners. The Chinese go down to Hong Kong and higgle 
for the drug there with its importers into the Colony. ‘They can thus buy it 
cheaply, and they run less risk of losing money by it from short weight 
and other causes than foreigners at Swatow would if competing with 
them. 

The use of opium among the people of this circuit is apparently largely 
on the increase. The native business men, the Hakka boat-people, the 
literati, and, in short, all classes smoke it, some to excess, and very many 
moderately. 

This port supplies the drug not only to the districts in its immediate 
neighbourhood, but also to several places at a considerable distance, so 
far away even as the province of Kiang-si. The opium is conveyed in 
small or large quantities, at first by boat and then by coolies, and the 
taxation by the way is not so great, I understand, as at some other ports. 

- Table B gives the import of certain miscellaneous foreign commodities 
during the years 1874 and 1875, compiled from the Customs Returns. 
From this Table it will be seen that while in several articles enumerated 
under the heading “cotton piece goods,”’ there has been a falling-off last 
year, in others, and generally in those enumerated under “ woollen goods,” 
there has been an increase. 


Exports. 


Tea.—In Table C is a statement of the amounts and descriptions of 
tea shipped in foreign vessels at Swatow during the last two years. The 
supply of 1875 was not so great as that of 1874, a fact which may partly 
be explained by the tea finding a better market at Amoy. The export 
from Swatow was consequently less in 1875 than in 1874, though not by 
any very large amount. . 

Of the tea brought from the southern end of the province of Fuhkeen 
to this port, the greater part is sent to Hong Kong for transhipment to 
England and America. A portion goes to the Straits Settlements, and a 


90 CHINA. 


small quantity is occasionally sent to other Chinese ports. The best teas 
are generally bought up by the foreign merchants for export to England 
or America ; and when a good tea cannot be sold at Swatow it is generally, 
I believe, taken to Amoy. The native traders are the only exporters to 
the Straits Settlements, and much of the tea sent thither is for the use 
of the emigrants who leave Swatow annually in large numbers. It is 
usually of a very inferior quality, and unsuitable for the foreign 
market. 

Whether its tea trade will ever become of great importance in con- 
nection with this place cannot now be seen. At present there is little 
competition among foreign buyers, and the tea is not well enough known 
at home ; that is to say, Swatow has not yet got a name as a considerable 
tea-exporting place. Besides, it has to contend with Amoy for its teas, 
these all coming from the same neighbourhood. 

Sugar.—Table J), annexed to this Report, gives the quantities of 
brown and white sugar exported from Swatow in British and other foreign 
vessels during the years 1874 and 1875 respectively. In this commodity 
there has been a very considerable increase, more than 170,000 piculs 
having been exported in the latter year beyond what was exported in 
1874. The cultivation of sugar cane is extending in this neighbourhood 
and is likely to continue so doing. If foreign appliances come to be used 
for making and refining the sugar, and the rivers and creeks be made 
more easily navigable than they generally are at present, this branch of 
trade will doubtless further develop itself to the advantage as well of the 
Chinese as of foreigners». It will be seen, however, from the Table 
that in 1875 no sugar was exported from this port for Great Britain or 
America. 

Shipping.—The Returns for 1875, forwarded herewith, as compared 
with those for 1874, show an increase in British shipping at this port 
over that year. In 1874 there were entered 342 British vessels, of 
200,259 tons, while in 1875 there were 435, of 261,908 tons. A similar 
increase is also to be seen in the foreign shipping, the vessels of other 
nationalities in 1874 being 151 entered, of 68,139 tons, and in 1875 
there were entered 167 vessels, of 78,911 tons. 

In the return of foreign shipping for last year are included the 18 
steamers flying the Chinese flag which visited this port. These vessels 
traded chiefly between Shanghae and Swatow, only a very small number 
of them haying arrived from Canton and Hong Kong. 

Freights were usually low during the year, and sailing-vessels were 
in very many cases obliged to leave in ballast, after having waited for 
several weeks. The steamers fared better, as they took most of the sugar 
and general cargo exported from this place. 

The only important casualties during the year were the sad founder- 
ing of the steam-ship ‘‘ Glengyle’’ at Namoa Island, and the stranding of 
the barque “Sally” at Cupehi Point, both near Swatow. The local 
authorities, civil and military, on each of these occasions did their utmost 
to save and preserve life and property. This is true more especially in 
the case of the “Sally,” for vessel, cargo, and crew were guarded for a 
considerable period. 

Passengers.—In Table E I have given an account of the Chinese 
passengers by foreign vessels to and from Swatow in the years 1874 and 
1875. By this Table it will be seen that the number was greater by 
11,192 in the latter than in the former year. But these statistics cannot 
be considered as perfectly accurate, and it is very difficult to ascertain 
the exact numbers of the Chinese passengers who leave and arrive by 
steamers and other foreign vessels. Again, of those reported as coming 
from Hong Kong, a large proportion are actually from the Straits Settle- 
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ments, only a few vessels in the year arriving in Swatow direct from the 
Straits. 

The competition among vessels has lowered the rates of fare, and a 
low charge for his passage is a great inducement for a Chinaman to 
travel. Hence, unless checked by untimely interference, this passenger 
traffic will certainly increase, and its tendency is for the good of the 
country. 

Taking a general survey of the foreign trade at this port for the year 
1875, I think it may fairly be said to show signs of health and growth. 
By foreign trade, however, is chiefly meant that trade which Chinese 
carry on in the goods and by the vessels of foreign nations. The share 
taken by British and other foreign firms in the import and export trade 
of the port is very small and does not seem to increase, 


(Signed) J. WATTERS, Acting Consul. 


(Table A.)—Import of Opium into the Port of Swatow, during the 
Years 1874 and 1875. 


Description of Opium. 1874. 1875. 
Piculs. Piculs. 
Malwa aie me ate ys 5,680 72 6,525 77 
Patna.. ae we ne nn 2,992 65 3,097 61 
Benares ac as ae st 698 79 561 10 
Other kinds (husk) on we ce 16 11 oF 
Total.. ae we 73 9,388 27 10,184 48 


Increase in 1875, 796 °21 piculs. 
(Signed) J. WATTERS, Acting Consul. 
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(Table B.)—Import of Piece Goods into the Port of Swatow during the 
Years 1874 and 1875. 


Description of Goods. 1874. 1875. 
Cotton piece goods— 
Shirtings, grey ve ave «+ pieces 137,835 98,888 
is white, plain .. wryn. 3 se * 77,185 88,704 
» dyed . wie Es 7,339 5,813 
= spotted, brocaded, hit Ne Ar =e 3 
cE) 3) 2 dyed a) ” bak? 1,842 
T-cloths Pre rie Ae ae an 126,286 128,159 
Drills ee ae ‘Se 9 as 28,240 26,590 
Chintzes ae aA de ie 33 2,116 1,848 
Turkey-red cloths in ae ane $5 8,195 6,390 
Damasks te €; a fe ae 24 
Velvets, velveteens, and fustian .. “Ke ” 1,100 1,579 
Musling and lawns Hs, Se 35 os 3,568 5,862 
Handkerchiefs ue .. dozens 6,686 6,888 
Cotton yarn and thread 45 -. Ppiculs 29,181 37,295 41 
Woollen goods— 
Blankets... ye oa +. pairs 4903 703 
Camlets, English ae + -. pieces 3,986 4,366 
= Dutch ac ait AS :; 288 267 
3 imitation ; ; sh rE Ah 146 
Cloth, broad, medium, nll habit a on 49) 16h 
Spanish stripes ae Te ae 9 3,294 4,309 
Lastings ee aie af 5 SS 1,380 1,518 
s crape ee Oe ae 35 307 313 
Long ells .. ae 34 rf 3,313 3,548 
Woollen and cotton inten Ae; se ‘5 2,787 3,228 
Linen goods .. z= cate os iy 681 793 
2. Imvort of Metals. 
Description. \ 1874. 1875. 
Piculs. Piculs. 
Copper a3 ms fe oe ae 40 27 oe 
Iron— 
Nail-rod and bar 56 ae ne oe | 315756. 76 14,270 25 
Manufactured and ware a ai aS 910 87 Sc 
Wire Fe aK a 54 oe) 15268782 893 20 
Old ee 5 Ac 30 oo]  1;891°97 3,081 03 
Lead, in pigs .. oe Si we -| 1,043 36 1,355 50 
Steel .. 40 as = an ie 443 00 608 42 
Tin— ‘ 
In slabs se ae a ae --| 9,631 07 6,196 63 
Refuse and dust we ste Ac ae 384 14 157 56 
Quicksilver  .. a $0 be, 9 80 57 92 
(Signed) J. WATTERS, 


Acting-Consul. 
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(Table C.)—Exvort of Tea from the Port of Swatow, during the Year 
1874 and 1875. 


1874. 1875 
Black Tea— Piculs. Piculs. 

To Great Britain .. +3 44 1,008 375 
United States of America" an «e 316 a 
Australia * ee va oe 2 ye 
Siam and Cochin China .. ae = 126 363 
Singapore and Straits .. os we 173 210 
Hong Kong .. ys we ais 280 729 

Total to foreign countries .. . 1,905 1,677 

Total to Chinese ports a's ee 6 207 

Grand total Ar ee 2 1,911 1,884 
‘Green Tea— 

To Great Britain .. es os sia 1,851 947 
Australia = ae As ric 47 a 
United States of America As a Be 109 
Hong Kong .. Se an ae He 58 

Total to foreign countries .. vs 1,898 1,114 

Total to Chinese ports ae a . 9 

Grand total ie af an 1,898 1,123 

Te 
Total export of Tea— Piculs. 
1874 . A i zs Be -. 3,809 
1875. oo ve ciety ee ven, 13,007 
Decrease in 1875 .. ee , Ba 802 
(Signed) J. WATTERS, Acting Consul. 


(Table D.)—Exrorr of Sugar from the Port of Swatow, in the Years 
1874 and 1875. 


Brown Sugar. White Sugar. 
1874. 1875. 1874. 1875. 
Exported to— Piculs. Piculs. Piculs. Piculs. 
Treaty ports . oe oe 398,758 550,592 512,588 542,061 
Siam we oa <3 52 103 ne 263 
Straits oF oe oe 1,194 2,861 “ He 
Japan ae as es an 5,597 ee st 
Hong Kong . ee 14,870 4,593 16,184 58,506 
United States of America ae 36,082 66 14,422 pi 
Total . ee ee 450,956 563,746 543,194 600,830 
Total Sugar exported— Piculs. 
1874 o* oe oe oe ae 994,150 
1875 oe as ee oe ve 2,164,576 
Increase in 1875 ee ee a 170,426 


(Signed) J. WATTERS, Acting Consul. 


; 
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(Table E.)—Cuinese Passenger Return. 


1. Chinese Passengers carried in Foreign Vessels from Swatow. 


To Coast Ports 4¢ ee 
Hong Kong AB ar 
Straits Settlements sie 
Siam .. ce 
Saigon .. +e 

Total or 


Totalin 1874... i 
Re in ae < 


Increase in 1875 


oe 


1874. 1875. 

2,374 2,759 

ee 5,987 9,262 

o.| 16,162 21,097 
\ 489 ae 

. 263 87 


oo! | 25,275 33,205 


es eo» 25,275 
a +. 33,205 
ee +» 7,930 


2. Chinese Passengers carried in Foreign Vessels to Swatow. 


To Coast Ports He oe 
Hong Kong oe a 
Straits Settlements ie 
SAT | .¢ ae ee 
Saigon .. oe ee 
Perit? 4% 35 ae 
Manilla . on . 

Total 

Total in 1874 SF Ae 

5 1875 a ar 


Increase in 1875. 


Total passengers in 1874 .. 
vs p76. 26 


Increase in 1875 


(Signed) 


J. 


1874. 1875. 
pow eies 2,389 
.-| 16,725 19,136 
: 524 1,618 
: 130 77 
, 24 64 
; » 52 

: 47 48, 

19,574 22,836 

4 .. = 19,574 

a «> 22,836 

2 os 8,262 

* .» 44,849 

: «» 56,041 

ee 1,192 


WATTERS, Acting Consul. 
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TAMSDY. 


Report on the Foreign Trade at Tamsuy and Kelung during the 
Year 1875. 


Tue statistics in the following Report, in which Tamsuy and Kelung 
are treated as one port, have been compiled from the Customs Returns 
kindly lent to me by Mr. Commissioner Hobson. 

Haikwan taels. 


The total trade of the year reached the value of ee «. 1,842,221 
From which the deduction of the re-exports, valued at . er 8,141 
Gives the net value of the trade as . = -. 1,834,080 
That for 1874 was aie ng on ee «« Wol9,063 
The increase of trade in 1875 was therefore . ae 315,017 


584,329/. will probably represent the gross, and 581,747/. the net, 
value in sterling of the foreign trade in 1875, and 99,8781. the increase, 
if the calculation of it is made at the same rate of exchange, viz., 6s. 4}d. 
(stated to me by Mr. Commissioner Hebson to have been fixed on by the 
Statistical Department of the Imperial Maritime Customs as the average 
value of the Haikwan tael during the year). 

Some idea of the growing importance to the Chinese Government of 
the foreign trade here may be gathered from the following comparative 
Statement of the total dues and duties paid annually to the maritime 
Customs since the opening of the port:— 


aay Me Go: -C. 
1863 (part of) ., a os os) 20;080 70-2 °3 
1864 .. os oe oa Pr 63,540 1 1 5 
1865 .. ee oe a oe 39,281 4 5 1 
1866 .. oe ee ee ae 54,822 9 6 6 
1867 .. a oe es ate 49,037 :|1 4 7 
1868 .. oe oe ve be 69,347 4 °5 9 
1869 .. re Me aa Tal SOs, a4o 7. ING 
1870 .. we ve ole oo 66,444 8 8 8 
U87L .. oe ee os cai O24 a Ss. ok 
1872 .. os ee vie cee eee LOG 6) Qo 8 
1873 .. ee ee As oe, baljso70, 4 3 9 
1874 .. oe a ee en | t20,040", 0 Gp UL 
1875 .. A aie ee e- 152;909 4°29 


I was stationed here in 1872. When I left the port in June of that 
year the trade was carried on by three permanently established British 
firms, but others were establishing themselves. On my return at the end 
of last year I found that there were not only five British firms doing 
business at Tamsuy and Kelung, but that a number of Amoy teamen had 
erected hongs and godowns at T'watutia (where the foreigners also have 

warehouses), and had been firing and packing teas for the foreign market 
at Amoy. Trade had so far progressed as to tempt these men to come 
over from the mainland and take their share of it, and the fact that more 
tea-packing warehouses are at the present moment being erected for 
other Amoy teamen is a proof that the tea trade has achieved a name for 
- itself. The natives of the district, too, seemed to me, when I arrived 
here last year, to have more generally a well-to-do sort of appearance 
than they had before : the increased exports hadjbrought increased wealth 
H 2 
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into the district. I found also that the foreign merchants had provided 
themselves with better offices and warehouses, and that steamers, instead 
of sailing vessels, kept up regular communication with Hong Kong and 
the mainland. 


IMPORTS. 


The following table exhibits at a glance the state of this branch of 
the trade during the last three years ,— 


Value of Imports in 


1873. 1874. 1875. 
Haikuan taels | Haikuan taels. | Haikuan taels. 
Yoreign goods .. ae 804,663 838,654 892,526 
Native goods .. ce 89,510 71,709 126,691 
Totals a ae 894,173 910,363 1,019,217 


An increase of 108,854 taels in the value of the total import trade of 
1875 over that of 1874, and of 125,044 taels in comparison with the 
same trade in 18738 is thus apparent. 

The figures in the Table do not include the values of re-exports, 
which were in 1875 (of foreign goods), Haikuan, 7,651 taels only, but in 
1874 Haikuan 20,404 taels, and in 1873 Haikuan 36,447 taels, and of 
native goods 490, 856, and 242 taels respectively. 


£ 
The net value of the foreign goods that were imported in 1875 may 
be considered as amounting in sterling to .. ee -. 283,098 
And of the native goods to . te at me a 40,185 
Or a total of . Ae ee ee +e 323,283 


Re-exports included, the whole import trade was worth 3825,865/. 
The re-exports of foreign goods were few in quantity and were princi- 
pally of opium, Haikuan, 262 taels, being the value of all the other 
foreign articles re-exported. 

The principal imports, as far as foreign goods are concerned, were 
opium, cotton and woollen piece goods, metals, dried fish, and ginseng. 
A little more than half of them were brought direct from Hong Kong, 
and the remainder indirectly through Chinese ports, chiefly Amoy. 
There were thus during the year no arrivals of vessels direct from any 
foreign port except Hong Kong. 

Opium.—Comparative Table of quantities imported in— 


1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 

Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. 
Benares .. ae an L373) © 1,672 1,591 1,422 
Malwa .. ays ee 7 3 30 ae 
Patna: f.'6 we ats 176 130 341 125 
Persian .. re On lll 228 1289 323 
Turkey a ai ee sate 92 


The values of the Benares, Patna, Persian, and Turkey, imported in 
1875 were respectively avout 183,407/. 12,0207, 31,7347, and 91987. 
Some of the Benares, Persian and Turkey opium, having been re-exported, 
the actual quantities introduced into the port were 9922 chests of 
Benares, 88 of Patna, 254} of Persian, and 7 of Turkey. ©The decrease 
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noticeable in the above Table has been ascribed to an influx into the 
district of opium brought overland from Taiwan (where there was 
perhaps a glut of the drug) to the central markets in the island, and 
bought there by speculators at cheaper rates than those ruling for the 
importations by sea. As for the prices of the latter, Mr. Ludlam, the 
agent of Tait and Co., writes to me that they “ruled from 625 to 705 
dollars for Benares, Patna selling at 10 dollars more. Lowest rates 
ruled during May and June, when teamen were reselling opium that had 
been given in payment for teas. Some sales of Benares were made as 
low as 608 dollars cash. Highest prices were obtained in November and 
December, when there was only a small stock in the place.”’ 

6,922/. were paid as duties on opium to the Cnstoms during the 
year. 
Of the consumption of native opium I do not know much, but I hear 
that small quantities were brought by junks from the north, and that the 
poorer classes, far whom it is intended, do not like it much. 

Cottons and Woollens.—There was, owing to the increasing wealth 
of the district, a very satisfactory and continued increase in the demand 
for goods of this class, as the following Table of importations will 
show :— 


Imports in 

1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 

Pieces. Pieces. Pieces. Pieces. 

Shirtings, grey .. es 17,697 35,069 37,529 52,766 
a white .. ws 6,514 11,343 14,531 25,686 
Sundry cottons .. a 761 5,549 9,012 13,772 
Camlets, English . ae 1,059 954 2,014 2,776 
Long ells . oe es 2,057 1,830 1,261 1,318 
Sundry woollens.. ute 668% 766 1,441 2,674 


The prices for shirtings were a little lower than in 1874. T-cloths 
appear to have become favourites with the natives, who appreciate their 
capabilities for taking on dye, and are now buying them more freely, 
6,287 pieces haying been imported last year against 4,227 in 1874, and 
2,100 in 1873. I understand that the native traders get themselves 
small consignments of cotton and woollen goods from Hong Kong as they 
require them.without employing the foreign commission agents here, the 
regular communication by steamer enabling them to do so more easily 
than before. 

Cotton Yarn was imported in 1875 to the extent of 357 ewt. against 
157 ewt. in 1874, 337 cwt. in 1873, and 68 cwt, in 1872. 

Metals —The imports were— 


In 1872. | In 1873. In 1874. | In 1875. 


, Cwt. Cwts. Cwts. Cwt. 
Iron, rod .. oe ae aps 156 133 923 
2,943 1,612 3,567 5,784 


Lead, in pigs ee 


Tin, in slabs 11 7 28 115 


The import of lead, which is used in the preparation of tca-boxes, is 
dependent on the quantity of tea likely to be exported. 

The most of the remaining fvreign imports were of a miscellaneous 
sort from the Straits Settlements, Siam, &c., received through Hong 
Kong and Amoy. 

The native goods brought into port consisted of very many sundries 
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Their value was nearly double that of the preceding year, and it is 
noticeable, in connection with the greater wealth of the natives, that 
there was, judging from the Customs Returns, a much greater demand 
than previously for articles of personal ornament and for clothing of the 
finer sorts. 142,000 bricks and tiles were imported in 1874, and 
288,856 in 1875, for the erection of buildings for foreigners and the 
warehouses of the Amoy teamen, kc. 


Exports. 
Haikwan taels. 
The total value of the sia trade in 1875 was 258,4642. . «» 814,863 
In 1874 it was .. - ie ais +» 608,700 
Increase in 1875 40 a oo. 200, EGS: 


Nearly the whole of which was due to the increased export of tea. 
The value of the trade in 1878 was 547,744 Haikuan taels. 


Comparative Statement of the Principal Exports during the last Five 


Years. 
1871. 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 

Tea ee = oa. tbe. .{ 1,982,411 2,601,801 2,081,324 3,281,348 5,543,140 
Camphor . — Bas OME Nera 11,537 12,239 12/804 14,380 8,499 
TLCiip? Sekine Paap vat etek 564, 997 990 1374 1,336 

ov Sin? steak. oh meas. 653 915 810 151 736 
Rattans ... xo re es oe 1,164 Rae 542 2,004 
Coal a me seb OR eae 18,671 40,231 45,177 153221 27,665 
Brown sugar... vo Owe)... 5,001 p~ 5,491 59 2177 
Camphor-wooi pl: mks . pieces ... 6,860 12,645 2,983 15,280 12,344 
Hardwood plauks a ie 7,756 14,956 7,098 4,749 4,027 


Tea. —Itis anticipated that, notwithstanding the great increase in last . 


year’s export, there will be a further increase hia year, much additional 
ground being cultivated. Accor ding to a written statement received from 


Mr. Ludlam, ‘¢ first purchases were male last season in May, and the teas! 


that were at first broug! »t down from the country were of poor quality, 
very few of them erading up to fine cargo. First settlements were made 
on a basis of 19°20 dollars for good cargo and 24:5 dollars for superior in 
the green leaf. Teas with any pretensions to quality were much sought 
after during the whole season, and found buyers in Amoy at extreme 
rates, say, from 39 up to 40 dollars, duty paid. In the autumn a few 
teas of fine quality were brought down from the country ; but, taking the 


year through, the teas were poor. The short export of Oolongs rom. 


‘Amoy and Foochow was favourable to the sale of Formosa Oolongs.” 
According to Mr. Larken, Messrs. Dodd and Co’s tea-taster, the small 


quantity of the choicest kinds of tea offered for sale by the growers is - 


not to be attributed to any inferiority in the plant itself, but to the fact that 
the growers found it more profitable to mix their choice tea with inferior 
and thus make one good average sort than to sell the choice alone and 


the inferior alone. 
Most of the packing was done in 1875 by the Amoy teamen, who had 


come over and settled in business here. It is difficult to say how far this ~ 


system will extend, but the result may be that the British firms will in 


time cease to pack the teas, and confine their operations to the purchase , 


and shipment of already packed teas. As matters stand at present, the 
greater care taken by the resident foreigners in the manipulation of the 


leaf secures a better market to taeir teas. ‘The Chinese in entering into 


competition are only doing what they have done in other ports, and 


~_s 
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they have found a ready market in Amoy for their shipments from this 

Be. 
~~ is estimated that 1,093,532 lbs. of tea, of which 250,667 Ibs. were 
of the finer qualities, left the port for the mainland in junks. 

Camphor.—tt is difficult to account for the decreased export of this 
production, but I have heard it stated that the prices in Hong Kong were 
very low. I find from last year’s T'rade Circulars that there was a brisk 
demand for camphor in the early part of the year, and that towards the 
end of it a moderate business was done. 

Camphor and rattans were the only articles brought down under transit 
certificate, and the whole transit trade only reached a value of 3,051 
Haikwan taels, or about 9687. 

Rattans,—The trade in rattans, which are found on the east coast and 
up country, and are eagerly bought in Swatow by the sugar packers, 
stopped in 1873, was resumed in 1874, and is now likely to continue and 
extend. 

Coal.—Kelung coal has lately had to compete in Shanghae against 
that extracted from the new mines in Japan, and the export has conse- 
quently, except under exceptional circumstances, been comparatively a 
small one, considering the ease with which the coal is procured. Certain 
noteworthy events in connection with coal mining at Kelung having taken 
place last year, a large trade, if all goes well, is sure to spring into 
existence, The export duty on native coal was reduced in the first half 
of the year from 7 m. 1 c. to 1 mace per ton, and the reduction was noti- 
fied to the foreign community. The Chinese Government, too, used the 
services of a Mr. Tyzack, a mining engineer, in examining the hills round 
about Kelung, the Government having at length come to the resolution of 
itself employing foreign appliances in mining, the object to be attained 
being the obtaining of supplies of coal for its own vessels and arsenals. 
A place near Coal Harbovr which Mr. Tyzack recommended was selected 
by the Government as the scene of the experiment, and at the end of the 
year Mr. Tyzack left for England to look after the shipment of the 
requisite machinery, the supply of which from London had been con- 
tracted for in China before his departure, and to engage the services of 
twelve foreign miners. 

The Taotai of this island issued in October a public notice of the 
Government’s intention, in which notice foreigners were delighted to 
pereeive an intimation that the coal from the mines to be thus opened, 
though in reality intended for the service of the Chinese Government, 
would also be placed on the market for sale. 

As the announcement by the Government to the public of its adoption 
of a scheme so novel in China is of historical interest, I extract from the 
*¢ North China Herald” the following translation of the Taotai’s Procla- 
mation, which also notified the abelition of the ‘ pit duties’’ leviable at 
the time on coal :— 


“Proclamation by Hsia, Taotat of Formosa and the Pescadores, 


“The hills near Kelung are coal-producing localities, the export of 
coal from which has of late years amounted to no less than several 
hundred thousand piculs. The people of those places are, however, so 
ignorant of the true art of mining that the coal they extract is too small 
to be of much use in steamers and the arsenals. There being, too, a 

rowing demand for coal, in consequence of the rapid increase in the 
number of Chinese steamers, and it being quite impossible to procure 
_ from abroad all the supplies that are needed, it has bccome a matter of 
the greatest necessity for the purposes of naval defence that a knowledge. 
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of the art of mining should be acquired. His Excellency the Imperial 
Commissioner Shén having, consequently, recommended that the Yamén 
of Foreign Affairs should give orders to the Inspector Genera] of Maritime 
Customs, Mr. Hart, for the engagement in England of a mining expert, 
I, on the arrival in Formosa of Mr. Tyzack, the engineer selected, sent 
officers with him to examine in succession the various coal-producing hills 
in the neighbourhood of Kelung. They reported, as the result of the 
inspection, the fitness for mining purposes, from their productiveness, of 
Lao-liao-k’éng and other places, distant some ten li from Kelung, and 
recommended the purchase of the necessary machinery and tools, the 
formation. of a tramway, and the introduction of wheeled waggons, tu be 
moved by pulleys, for the carrying off and shipment of the coal produced. 
They also proposed that the workmen should all be Chinese subjects, and 
that a certain number of foreign artisans should now be engaged to 
instruct the local miners in the method of extracting the coal, with a 
view to successful results. The foregoing Report having been submitted, 
I was subsequently informed that the proposals which were forwarded to 
the throne in a Memorial jointly presented by his Excellency the Imperial 
Commissioner, the Governor-General, and the Governor of Fuhkien, had 
obtained the Imperial sanction. 

“ Asit is to be feared, notwithstanding, in view of the novelty of the 
undertaking, that all members of the trading classes, both at a distance 
and in the neighbourhood, may not be fully informed with regard to 
the matter, I think it right to embody the information in a public 
notice. ‘This notification is therefore issued for the information of the 
gentry, traders, and coal proprietors in the places referred to. You are 
to know, then, that the proposed scheme of mining at Lao-liao-k’éng is 
one undertaken and paid for by Government, and that the foreign work- 
men whose services are to be engaged are to show the local miners the 
proper method of coal mining, to the end that the supplies of essential 
importance for the use of steamers may be obtained; that, as an 
encouragement to the undertaking, both Chinese and foreign merchants 
will be allowed to buy and ship the coal; that, as an act of consideration 
for personal interests, the “ pit duties” and other miscellaneous charges 
at present levied on coal are without exception abolished; and that at 
such pits as are already opened elsewhere, which are not in the way of 
the places taken for the erection of the machinery, all coal proprietors 
and others may continue their operations as heretofore. 

“ Let not the above cause you to harbour feelings of suspicion. Let 
each take implicit heed. Do not disobey. 

“ A special Proclamation. 

“ October 1875,” 


Residences for the foreign miners, who are to arrive here from England 
during the course of this year, are now being erected near the site of the 
proposed mine. 


Kelung coal fell at one time as low as 3°50 dollars a ton, free on 
board. 
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27 British vessels entered, and 26 cleared from Kelung in 1875. 
They are included in the above Return. 


TasLz showing the share of the total Foreign Trade and proportion of 
total Dues and Duties paid under each Foreign Flag in 1874 and 


a 1875 (copied from the Customs Returns). 
1874. 1875. 
Foreign Foreign 
and Transit |Dues and} and Transit |Dues and 
Coast | Trade. | Duties. | Coast | Trade. | Duties. 
Trade. Trade. 
British .. ae «| 86°99 | 100°00 | 87-14] .89°63 | 100°00 | 91°65 
American . Aes ea 0°27 ve 1°12 1°03 oP 1°06 
German .. me ate 7 fe 4°89 On a 0 66 
French .. fo “0 0:08 Pe 0°30 0°35 a 0°54 
Danish .. wie ae - = oe O'll ‘ 0°19 
Duteky |. ae mo 0°13 ‘ 0°20 = os = 
Spanish .. va 6:20 <e 4°28 8°09 oo 5°85 
Swedish and Norwegian le 4°34 : 2:07 Se ~ ae 
Non-Treaty Powers is ee se An OF08 We cok 0°05 
Total . ie ..| 100700, | 100-00 | 100-00 | 100-00 | 100-00 | 100°00 


Two British vessels, the “ England,” of Singapore, and the “‘ Alexan- 
dra,” of Fremantle, Western Australia, stranded in September-October 
on this coast and became total wrecks. No lives were lost, and the Sub- 
Prefect of Tamsui took charge of the shipwrecked persons and treated 
them with kindness. In the case of the “ Alexandra ” no plundering 
took place. 

I inclose a junk Return, compiled from one obtained from Mr, Com- 
missioner Hobson. 

The foreign community in 1875 numbered 83 persons. 

(Signed) A. FRATER, Acting Vice- Consul. 

British Vice-Consulate, Tamsuy, 

March 15, 1876. 


Junk Trane to and from Tamsuy and Kelung during 1875. 


ARRIVALS AT TaAmsuy. 


From— stage Cargoes. 
Chinchew .. as 259 | Paper, vermicelli, sundries. 
Foochow .. a5 154 Poles, paper, tiles. 
Ningpo ne op 105 | Saltfish, cotton, oil, nankeens. 
Amoy ee Ae 11 | Paper, earthenware, bricks, and tiles. 
Shanghae .. a 7 | Cotton, nankeens, sundries. 
Hong Kong.. . 6 | Sundries. * 
Swatow .. ae 3 | Grasscloth, saltfish. 
Tientsn .. nye 1 | Sheepskins, samshu, medicines. 


Total ..{ 546 | [In 1874, 541 junks.] 
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CLEARANCES FROM TAMSUY. 


To— 


Chin-chew .. e 
Foochow .. 
Ningpo es . 
Amoy oe . 
Kelung oe . 
Tientsin . . 
Shanghae ., . 


Hong Kong 
Shantung .. 
Swatow «es 


Total oie 


From— 


Foochow  .. 


Wei-an “9s - 
Chin-chew .. jt 
Hing-hwa .. ‘ 
Tamsuy oe os 
Chang-chew vs 
Tung-an oe 

Swatow oe 


Chao-an .. 


Ningpo oe ee 

Amoy ee 

Canton ate as 
Total Or 


ARRIVALS AT KELUNG. 


No. of 
Junks. i 
214 | Hemp, rice. 
130 | Indigo, rice, rattans. 
108 | Indigo, sugar, rattans, rice, 
13 | Rice, hemp, charcoal. 
12 | Ballast. 
7 | Tea, sugar, planks. 
5 | Indigo, sugar, rattans. 
5 | Planks, camphor. 
1 Tea, sugar, planks. 
1 | Rice, camphor wood. 
496 | [In 1874, 560 junks. ] 


Nov of Cargoes 
Junks. eg 
216 | Miscellaneous goods. 
177 “|| Ditto: 
127 | Ditto. 
82 | Ditto. 
40 | Indigo, samshu, cotton, &c. 
18 | Miscellaneous goods. 
17 ‘| Earthenware, bricks, tiles, salt, &c. 
7. | Shoes, earthenware, cloth, manure 
cakes. 
5 | Earthenware, salt, vegetables. 
2 |Samshu, mats, saltfish. 
1 Cotton cloth, earthenware. 
1 | Poles, earthenware. 
693 | [In 1874, 499 junks.] 


CLEARANCES FROM KELUNG. 


To— yl Cargoes. 
Foochow .. ee 323 | Coal, planks, indigo, hemp, sundries. 
Chin-chew .. 181 | Cval dust, sundries. 
Hing-hwa .. 84 | Original cargo, coal dust. 
Kin-mén 81 | Coal dust. 
Amoy a 6 Ditto. 
Hai-tan bie 4 | Ditto. 
Ningpo : 4 | Ditto. 
Shanghae . es 2 | Ditto. 
Chang-chew. . 2 | Ditto. 
Swatow a0 sie 1 _| Ditto, 
Taiwanfoo .. os 1 | Rice, planks. 
Fu-ling sg. oe 1 | Coal dust. 
Total an 690 | [In 1874, 450 junks.} 
(Signed) A, FRATER, 


Tamsuy. 


Acting Vice-Consul. 
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Political Summary for the Year 1875. 


Tue chief event of the year was the announced intention of the 
Government to open and work a mine near Kelung with foreign 
machinery. An extended notice of the scheme appears in my trade 
report of this day’s date. 

2. ‘The Chinese authorities having, after the invasion of Formosa by 
the Japanese, determined to open up the east coast of this island to 
settlers, operations to that end have been going on and are still being 
conducted. A semi-military force has been employed in clearing and 
opening up the country from Suao southwards along the coast, and a 
road had at the beginning of this year been completed over the moun- 
tains as far as Chockeday. Special inducements were offered to intending 
settlers, such as the loan of capital and seed, the free choice of land, 
military protection, &c.; but the fearful reputation of the climate, and a 
fear of the savages, acted, and act, as deterrent influences, for people are 
still being invited to offer themselves as colonists, the notices to that 
er being yet in force. 

The hitherto existing arrangements for the government of the 
Bere part of Formosa having long been found inadequate and incon- 
venient, certain improvements were “in J uly 1875 recommended to the 
Emperor’s notice by the Imperial Commissioner Shén, and the high 
authorities of Fubkien, within the limits of which province Formosa is 
included. The recommendations haying in January of this year received 
the Imperial sanction, a Prefecture of North Formosa, and three depen- 
dent district Magistracies (‘Tamsuy, Hsin-chu, and Ilan) are to be created. 
The Prefect is to reside at Bangka (12 miles from this place), and the 
Hsin-chu Magistrate at Teukcham. ‘The Ilan district magistracy is to be 
established in the place of the present Komalan Sub-Prefecture, and an 
assistant to the Prefect is to be stationed at the coal port Kelung. The 
new arrangements, which were much required, are likely to produce 
much more satisfactory results in the treatment of international cases 
than under the old system. 

4, An anti-Christian disturbance took place in November at Sintiam, 
a village near Bangka, where the Canada Presbyterian Church has a 
mission station, and where the chapel is owned by the converts, Some 
of the converts were assaulted, property was stolen, and an outbuilding 
attached to the chapel was found, though it was unoccupied, to be on fire 
in the dead of the night. Dr. Fr aser, who went to the place afterwards, 
having written to me > that his life was being threatened, the Sub-Prefect, 
at my request, at once proceeded to the spot to his relief, The converts 
lodged a plaint in the Sub-Prefect’s Court on the subject of the distur- 
bance, and an investigation into the matter is being held. The Sub- 
Prefect has tried to make the affair appear a common street row uncon- 
nected with religion, but he has consented to hold a public trial of the 
accused parties. 

Dr. Fraser and his colleague Mr. Mackay are the only two mis- 
sionaries in this district. Mr. Mackay’ s work has been very successful. 
Dr. Fraser arrived here in the beginning of 1875, and is now studying 
the language. 

iy (Signed) A. FRATER, 

Acting Vice- Consul, 
British Vice-Consulate, 
Tamsuy, March 15, 1876. 
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TIENTSIN. 
Report upon the Trade of Tientsin for the Year 1875, 


Tue total value of the trade of 1875 by sea and overland, viz., 
23,347,227 taels, compares favourably with that of 1874, which was 
22,293,521 taels; but the increase, as will presently be seen, was solely 
the result of a great expansion of the Russian transit trade. 

The gross value of the cargoes imported, exported, and re-exported, 
fell from 20,705,156 taels in 1874 to 20,324,180 taels in 1875 ; and the 
net value of the imports and exports from 18,827,577 taels to 17,058,711 
taels—that is, at an exchange 6s. per tael, from 5,648,273/, 2s. to 
5,117,6138/. 6s., a decrease of more than half a million sterling. 

A further analysis of the figures given in the Customs Returns shows 
that this comparative decrease was due to a great falling off in the value 
of imports, as exhibited thus :— 


1874. 1875. 
Taels. Taels. 
Imports .. ee wa 17,682,684 15,368,924 
Exports .. on Bi 1,144,893 1,689,787 
Totals oP Be 18,827,567 17,058,711 
Imports. 


It may be gathered from the above table that the decrease in the 
vaiue of imports last year, as compared with its predecessor, amounted to 
2,313,760 taels, and it will be seen from the next that this decrease is 
specially apparent in foreign imports :— 


Decrease in 
1874. 1875. 1875. 
Taels. Taels. Taels. 
Foreign imports . oe ee| 10,419,614 8,430,179 1,989,435 
Native aA ae ae 7,263,070 6,938,745 324,325 
ORAS Sais: ea --| 17,682,684 | 15,368,924 2,313,760 


Indian opium and grey shirtings together show a falling off in value 
of more than 1,300,000 taels. All the other classes of cotton goods, as 
well as woollens, and miscellaneous foreign imports, show likewise a 
decrease in value, and Persian opium is the only exception to the general 
decline, as is manifest from a comparison of the figures given in the 
following table. 
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Net Value of Foreign Imports. 


1874, 1875. 

Opium— Taels. Taels. 
Indian .. te ee 2,445,651 1,736,320 
Persian .. ae pie 7,836 11,400 

Cottons— 

Grey shirtings .. # 2,475,068 1,843,742 
White ,, a0 es 633,492 618,954 
Dyed _,, se re 104,170 65,256 
T-cloths . na he 1,041,772 874,276 
Drills... - ad 751,880 584,064 
All others a sda 1,011,125 795,721 
Woollens .. KA a 512,192 467,638 
Miscellaneous <a BS 1,436,428 1,432,808 
Totals bE --| 10,419,614 8,430,179 


Total decrease in 1875, 1,989,435 taels, equal, at 6s. per tael, to 596,8302. 10s. 


The very great falling off in the quantity of Malwa opium imported 
last year (see Comparative Table appended to this Report) was un- 
doubtedly due to the increased production and consumption of native 
drug, which I am assured by a gentleman who is well informed on this 
snbject, is now steadily and strongly competing with the Indian article. 
The yarious Chinese dealers whom he kad questioned unanimously 
declared that the crop of 1875 was double that of 1874. 

The estimated consumption of native drug last year, in what may be 
called the Peking and Tientsin districts, was about 4,000 piculs,* at 
an average price of 280 taels per picul. This opium came chiefly from 
Honan and Shantung, where it cost from 210 taels to 220 taels per picul, 
thus showing a margin of profit that is calculated still further to stimulate 
production. 

The proportion of foreign drug consumed in the Tientsin district was 
only about 25 per cent. of the total consumption; whilst in Peking it 
was exactly the reverse, the per-centage there having been 75 per cent. 
foreign and 25 per cent. native. Shansi, formerly a large consumer of 
Indian opium, was entirely supplied last year by drug produced in the 
province itself, and said to be of very superior quality. 

Indian opium, again, is more heavily weighted in the race of compe- 
tition with its native rival. The latter paid last year in this province a 
lekin duty at the rate of 32 taels per picul, while the combined import 
and lekin duties on a picul of Malwa were 64 taels, just double the above 
rate. It is notorious, moreover, that the facilities for smuggling native 
drug in small quantities are so great, that a large proportion of it must 


escape payment of all duties, and hence the declining importation of 


Malwa at Tientsin, notwithstanding the yearly decline in its average 
price, to which I adverted in my last year’s Report, may be readily 
understood. This price last year was 433 taels per chest, against 
4638 taels in 1874. 

Persian opium is consumed chiefly in the early spring, at which 
season the supply of native usually becomes smaller. The former (which 
is much cheaper than Indian) is then bought by dealers to mix with the 
latter, and is sold as Chinese opium. 

The decline in value of all the other classes of foreign imports, as 
well as the general decline on the total value of native imports in 1875, 
as compared with 1874, seems to have been mainly due to great depres- 


* 1 picul equal to 1333 lbs. 


110 CHINA. 

sion in the import trade of China last year, which naturally proved 
disastrous to importers at such an important port of entry as Tientsin. 
The losses, however, haye fallen less upon foreigners than upon the 
natives, into whose hands the trade has almost passed, but to whom, in 
1875 at least, it has proved a damnosa hereditas. 

An attempt made by the late Customs Taotai Sun Shih-ta to levy 
barrier dues from Chinese traders on all native produce imported in 
steamers or sailing vessels, immediately after it had paid the coast trade 
duty at the Foreign Custom-house, and before it had passed any barrier 
on its transit into the, interior, brought trade quite to a standstill at the 
beginning of the season; but the attitude of passive resistance assumed 
by the traders, who refused to take delivery of their goods from the 
steamer agents and unanimously closed their hongs, an example which 
the bankers and pawnbrokers were on the point of following, induced 
the Territorial Taotai Wu Tsan-ch’éng to come forward and issue a 
Proclamation which had the effect of assuring the public that the new 
system would not be enforced. 

This restored confidence, the shops were re-opened, business went 
on as before, and Sun’s regulation, though not formally abrogated, was 
never carried out. 

Without attempting to explain any further the causes of the decline 
in the import trade of 1875, I insert now a tabular statement of the 
sterling value, in round numbers, of imports and exports for the last five 
years, which will give a fair idea of the general course of trade during 
that period. 


1871. 1872. 1873. | =1874. 1875. 
£ £ £ £ & 
Foreign imports -.| 3,665,568 | 3,133,427 | 2,930,604 | 3,125,884 | 2,529,054 
Native 5A «| 1,602,599 | 1,556,398 | 1,853,436 | 2,178,921 | 2;081,623 
Exports . ate ae 284,142 410,009 377,026 343,468 506,936 
Totals . 5. ..| 5,552,309 | 5,099,834 | 5,161,066 | 5,648,273 | 5,117,613 


The value of the treasure imported and exported during the same 
time, and not included in the above, was as follows :— 


£ 
In 1871 oe ee ws ee «. 2,146,041 
1872 an oe oe oie -. 1,514,078 
1873 an ee Se oe -- 1,645,101 
1874 oe ee on ee +» 1,606,559 


1875 an a oe ee oo) 7 19213;,419 


EXPorts. 


The above general table of values will show that the export trade of 
1875 not only compares favourably with that of 1874, but with that of 
each successive year in the quinquennial period to which the figures 
refer. ‘ 

Its total value was 506,986/., or 1,689,787 tacls, and of this amount 
young deer horns alone represent a value of 460,230 taels. The quantity 
exported was 7,670 pairs, against 4,307 pairs in 1874, and 3,7152 pairs 
in 1878. 

Silk cocoons appear for the first time in the Customs Returns of 1875 
as an expcrt. About 200 piculs were bought by a Swiss house, and sent, 
I believe, to France; but, the silk crop being always very small and the 
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quality inferior, this produce is not likely to take a prominent positiom 
amongst the ‘Tientsin exports, 

The export of camel's wool has been steadily increasing for the last 
three years, as may be seen by a reference to the Compar ative Table at 
the end of this Report. The wool is shipped chiefly to England, to be 
used in the manufacture of carpets, shawls, kc. 

Another product of North China, for which there is an increasing ° 
demand in England, is straw braid, and, as Tieutsin is the nearest port 
to the districts where the finest qualitics can be procured, the article is 
becoming of increasing importance in the trade of this place. 

Both straw braid and camel’s wool are generally brought here from 
the interior under export transit passes, but an exporter has informed 
me that such documents are hardly worth applying for in the case of 
straw braid, as the producing districts are comparatively near ‘Tientsin, 
and the barri ier dues in fact do not amount to more than half the export 
duty. 

‘For bringing down camels’ wool, on the other hand (which comes 
from the distant mart of Kuei hua Ch’éng, geographically included withiz 


fat Re) 
the boundary of the Province of Shansi, but to all intents a Mongolian 


-‘town), the same gentleman assures me ‘that transit passes are of very 


great use, though much delay and annoyance are sometimes caused in the 
case of goods so certificated by the obstructions of petty barrier officials- 
This is often due to mere ignorance of Treaty provisions and trade regu- 
lations, but, as the high officials here have lately taken steps to dissipate 
this ignorance by having copies of the Treaties, Tariffs, Conventions, 
and trade regulations between China and other States, printed for distri- 
bution amongst the local authorities in the interior, one may hope that 
the evil will thus gradually be removed. 

The Comparative Table above referred to shows only two exceptions 
to the general increase in the quantities of the principal exports of 1875 
over those of 1874, viz., tobacco and sheep’s wool, in the latter of which 
especially the falling off is very marked, the shipments having declined. 


from 1,229 piculs in 1874 to 41 piculs in 1875. 


Raw cotton and peas, on the other hand, which do not appear at all 
in the Returns of 1874, reappear in 1875, when more than 2,000 piculs 
of the former and 45,000 piculs of the latter were shipped for the south. 

This was far the largest quantity of peas exported within the last five 
years, and was the result probably of an unusually abundant crop in the 
Province of Chihli at a time when the crops of Shantung and Kuantung 
were below the average, an exceptional state of things which may not 
recur fur some vears. 

The cotton which was exported in 1875 was sent chiefly to Hankow, 
the demand for Tientsin cotton there having been caused by a failure of 
the Central China crop. 

The remaining exports, which were intended solely for Chinese con- 
sumption, do not call for any special notice. 


Russtan Transit TRADE. 


The increase in value of this trade in 1875 over 1874 was very great, 
as may be seen from the following figures, which show also the annual 
estimated values of the trade from 1871 to 1875 inclusive, and the 
comparative increase or decrease for each year during the same period: — 


[649] 1 
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£ £ 
1871 . ve 30 326,300 8 
1872 =. bX ae 574,119 Increase 247,819 
18737 Be as 658,791 RS 84,672 
1874 . PS AB, 476,509 Decrease 182,282 


18/5 |. sis 30 906,914 Increase 430,405 


Of the above estimated value of the Russian transit trade for 1875 
the value of the goods from Kiachta shipped coastwise from Tientsin 
was only 322/., whilst that of the tea entered here for-conveyance over- 
land to the former place was 906,5920. 

This tea was imported chiefly in English and American, but partly, 
also, in Chinese steamers. 


SHIPPING. 


The number and tonnage of the vessels employed in the trade of the 
port during 1875 were as follows :— 


: . Vessels 
Biatasasiiiy Entered and Cleared. borer: 
aE —EE 
British Me oe 238 105,424 
American oS bid 184 119,168 
German o* a 87 25,692 
Chinese ae a 116 83,674 
All others a% As 48 16,958 


Totals. .. ae 673 350,916 


It need only be remarked here that the entries and clearances and | 
tonnage employed during 1875, under all flags, as given in the above 
table, compare favourably with the corresponding totals in the 1874 
Returns. 

‘The arrivals and departures of Chinese passengers by steamers eat 
year were 9,194, and by sailing vessels 60; in all, 9,254, being 3,698 
less than in 1874. 

The non-Chinese passengers, on the other hand, numbered 529 in 
1875, against 452 in the preceding year. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


1. Statistics of the Community.—The number of British subjects and 
other foreign residents at Tientsin and Taku in 1875 were as follows :— 


EEE 


A Women 
Residents. Men. and Childcare Total. 


British oe oe 45 40 85 


Non-British .. aa 54 56 110 
Srokeiig) : i: 99 96 195 


The 99 adult males (3 more than in 1874) distributed among chet 
respective callings or professions may be arranged thus :— 


» 
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Consular ee ee ee ee ee ee il 
Mercantile .. asi ate es ae oo! 30 
Missionary .. oe oe oe “e wey wre 
Chinese employ ee an ee ee ee $21 
Miscellaneous be ines AK Re con at 


The number of mercantile houses and agencies in 1875 was :— 


British* oe ee ae oe os « 8 
Non- British * ee ee ee ee ee 12 


The Russian Consulate-General was remoyed to Shanghae in 1875, 
Tientsin becoming a Consul’s station; and a Japanese Vice-Consulate 
has been established here, the Vice-Consul’s jurisdiction extending also 
to Newchwang and Chefoo. 

There are thus five official Consuls and one official Vice-Consul at 
this port, representing Great Britain, the United States, France, Germany, 
Russia, and Japan. 

2. Floods, Canalization, Dredging.—A partial inundation of the 
country near Tientsin occurred in 1875 from a portion of the southern 
embankment of the Yungting River having given way at the end of 
July. 

Qo Li Hung Chang’s Memorial on the subject, he asked for the 
punishment of the responsible officials, including a penalty to be meted 
out to himself as their direct superior, but remarked at the same time 
that no human effort could have prevented the calamity. The ‘“ Peking 
Gazette” of the 7th of August, 1875, contains an Edict in reply, accord- 
ing to the Goyernor-General’s request, ordering certain officers to be 
degraded, but retained in office, and that the proper Board should con- 
sider and decide upon the Memorialist’s inefficient direction. 

The penalties thus imposed were subsequently remitted in November 

on the Goyernor-General’s recommendation. 

' . As the Yellow River is “ China’s sorrow,’ so ‘ Chihli’s sorrow’ is 
the Yungting! Formed. by the junction of the Sang-kan ho, which flows 
from the mountains of North Eastern Shansi, and the Yang ho, from:those 
of Southern Mongolia, it carries their united waters, from about 40° 20’ - 
north latitude and 115° 20’ east longitude, in a south-easterly direction 
past Peking until it joins another river called the Shang-hsi ho near 
Tientsin, and then empties itself in one stream with the latter into the 
Peiho, a little to the northward of the city. Throughout its course it is 
also fed by a number of small affluents, many of which are mountain 
torrents; and its old name, ‘‘ Hwén ho,” may have reference to this, as 
the character for Hwén is composed of two others, which signify “ water” 
and a “ multitude.” 

This river received its present name “‘ Yungting,” or “ Ever-settled,’’ 
in the year 1697 from the great Emperor Kanghsi, who had its channel 
deepened and dykes constructed on either bank to confine its waters to 
their proper bed. 

But neither the euphemistic change of name nor the works then 
executed availed, after some years, to prevent disastrous inundations ; 
and the embankments of the Yungting are at present in a weaker con- 
dition than they have been for some time, whilst the bed of the river has 
silted up to an alarming extent. : 

The Governor-General Li Hungchang, who has paid great attention 
to the river system of North China, has come to the conclusion that, for 
the prevention of floods, dredging and canalization are preferable to the 
construction of embankments on however large or extensive a scale; 


* Including two storekeepers’ establishments and one hotel, as in 1874. 
I 2 
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and, acting on this conviction, he has become the -purchaser of an 
American dredging machine of very perfect construction and admirably 
adapted for canal work. 

It was ordered. in 1874, the machinery and other material imported 
piecemeal in 1875, and the machine put together and completed here 
last winter by Messrs. Hill and. Hamill, the agents for the manufacturers, 
Messrs. Starbuck Brothers, of Troy, in the State of New York. It is 
known as “R. R. Osgood avd Starbuck Brothers’ Patent, with R. R. 
Osgood’s Extension Crane.” 

“This dredger has but one bucket or dipper, of a capacity of four 
cubic yards, ‘and attached to a handle from 25 to 65 feet in length, 
according to the depth of water to be made; it is attached also. by 
chains to a travelling weight-bearing shive that moves backwards and 
forwards within fixed limits on the top of the extension crane. The 
dipper has a hinge bottom with a catch, which closes on immersion by 
mere action of the water, and when elevated again with its load of mud 
is opened by a tripping line. It is larger at bottom than at top, and 
when opened easily dischar ges the most ‘sticky material. 

Whatever the dipper takes up can be deposited, by means of the 
erane, at from 55 to 60 feet from the centre of the dredging machine and 
over a bank 25 feet high. 

The dredger itself is 75 feet long, 28 feet broad, and depth of hold 
$8 feet ; from ‘the main to the upper deck is 10 feet, and there are five 
eabins on the latter for the accommodation of a foreign engineer and 
Chinese official, with one spare sleeping room. ‘The for ward part of the 
main deck is occupied by the machinery and space for working it, the 
other half for the accommodation of the crew, &c. 

A very successful trial of the machine was made before the Governor- 
General on the 30th March last, when he carefully inspected every 
portion of it, and was at the place the whole day from 8 a.m. to 5 P.M., 
either on board the dredger or in his steam-yacht close by. 

The following, Mr. “Hill informs me, was the programme carried 
out :— 

1. The crane was swung from side to side, the dipper raised and 
lowered, swung from side to side whilst suspended in the air and when 
under water, then run out to the end of the extension crane, and hauled 
in again. 

2. A boat weighing about 200 piculs, and haying 24 men in it, was 
Taised by the dipper high in the air, swung from right to left, lowered 
and raised, and run out and i in, all with the greatest ease. 

3. The dredger was Thived ahead, astern, from side to side, and 
swung completely round by means of the dipper, then swung round again 
with only one of its four* mooring posts down, and this with the current 
running at least six miles an hour. 

4, Mr. Hamill worked the dredger one hour, digging, in 15 feet of 
water, 43 dippers of mud, each weighing more than 6 tons. 

At noon an hour was allowed for breakfast, and after breakfast the 
Governor-General told Mr. Hamill to work the machine as fast as 
possible. The latter then dug 26 full dippers in 25 minutes; the first 
dipper load was placed on the bank, and its weight ascertained to be 
108 piculs, or nearly 64 tons. 

Three minutes were then used in hoisting the four mooring posts, 


* These moving posts placed at each corner, two forward and two aft, are 
15 in. x 15 in. and 52 ft. long, with cast iron points. They are hoisted by the main 
engines one or all at a time, at pleasure; thus no anchors or lines are required, and, 
consequently, the machine never occupies more space than its own size. 
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moving up to work, and letting them down again, after which, in the 
next 25 minutes, 27 dippers were dug. 

The Governor-General then went on board the machine at 2 P.m., and 
sat for an hour closely watching its working, and asking many questions 
in relation to it. He then ordered a large stone (cube 4 feet) to be 
thrown into the river, and told the engineer to pick it up with the 
dipper. This was done with ease, and the stone deposited on the bank. 

The Governor-General remained on board till 5 P.m., examined 
minutely every part of the machine, and then, before taking his depar- 
ture, expressed before all the officials who were present his entire satis- 
faction with it and its performances. 

Mr. Hill has since informed me that the total cost of manufacturing 
the machine, conveying it to Tien-tsin, and putting it together here, has 
been something over 45,000 taels, say about 13,0007, which seems 
rather a heavy price, but may in the end be an economical outlay, should 
the dredger in a few months prove its efficiency, which seems likely, if 
one can judge from the results of the trial above described. 

Two new canals were excavated under the Governor-General’s orders 
in 1875, one opening from the Peiho between Yangtoun and T’sai-tsun, 
but on the opposite, or left bank of the river, and running into the 
Ta-Ho Lagoon, or ‘“ French Marsh,” not far from the Tientsin Arsenal, 
and the other, in connection with a river called the Shéng-fangho, which 
flows through the Wén-an and other districts west and south-west of 
Tientsin. By this new work an outlet has been made for the steamers 
of the Pachow and Paoting districts, between Tientsin and Paotingfu. 
These two districts, with the adjoining ones of Wén-an and Ta-ch’éng, 
suffer more from floods than any others in the province, and are com- 
monly referred to all together, in connection with inundations, as the 
“¢ Pa-Paou- Wen-Ta.” 

In making such canals as those just mentioned the new dredger will 
be most useful, but it is to be hoped that the Governor-General, before 
adopting any general system of canalization for the province of Chihli, 
will see the necessity of having a preliminary survey of all the water- 
courses made by competent hydrographic engineers. 

The river closed on the 18th December, 1875, and re-opened off the 
Settlement on the 7th February, 1876, but was not open lower down and 
at Taku till about ten days later. 

The first steamer of the present season arrived on the 27th February, 
and the first sailing vessel next day. 

One German sailing vessel having delayed her departure too long 
last December got frozen in, and was obliged to remain here the whole 
winter. 

(Signed) J; MONGAN, Consul. 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consulate, 
_Tientsin, May 8, 1876. 
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Comparative Tables (from Customs Returns) of Principal Net Imports: 
of Foreign and Native Origin from 1873 to 1875. 


18738. 1874. 1875. 
Cotton piece-goods— 
Shirtings, grey .. +» pieces | 1,265,831 1,375,038 1,084,554 
»  white.. aie Al 271,310 286,674 307,435 
ee dyed and brocaded . ,, 47,682 39,167 32,628 
a white, spotted, and 
brocaded ae et. Se 4,173 1,300) 2,790 
Printed chintzes and furni- 
tures.. ne Sonne o5 87,466 55,494 48,403. 
Turkey-red cambric ar” ay 50,904 58,019: 46,202 
Drills, English .. evar 281,504 192,351 198,293: 
so Dinky ys BE 49,942 50,410 16,595 
»  American.. ens ia 6,125 45,606 25,590" 
T-cloths ae Rohe an 520,002 694,515 672,522 
Damasks and cotton rine 8,064 6,771 5,655) 
Jeans and twills .. bike 192,575 202,355 182,186 
Dimities “9 vor ‘gy 2,850 2,000 2,320 
Muslins os ost 93 9,007 7,761 9,933 
Velvets and velveteens Peer 4,350 1,785 2,596 
Handkerchiefs, cotton +. dozens 16,357 15,545 8,632 
Opium— 
Malwa... oe +. piculs 4,675 50 5,128 42 3,692 7% 
Patna .. od ee 158. 23 77 93 153 66 
Benares oe va we 86. 80 104 40 4 80° 
Persian. . are aie 37 00 21 18 30 00 
Prepared he ete 87 81 73. 67 27 13 
Woollens— 
Spanish stripes .. +. pieces 8,000 6,564 5,382 
Long ells oe: eh es 2,560 1,Iistawe 1,158 
Camlets, English. . Seer Sy 7,382 8,071 6,269 
»» Dutch .. WP hs 580 580 180: 
aS imitation and bom- 
bazette oe oo > eo 81 i ee 
Lastings ke aes TA Fs 11,060 8,351 ° 9,98S 
a imitation ain 8 7,154 5,213 7,280 
Be crape .. Pay 1,580 2,075 510 
Woollen and cotton mixtures ,, 2,249 30 312 
Lustres and Orleans Daliase: 75,161 |. 34,502 44,928 
Broadcloth Ar eed stg 170. 274 1,450 
Metals— 
Lead,.in pigs .. +» piculs 3,367 03 6,224 74 8,547 34 
Quicksilver We ae ge 112 40 89 39 229 42 
Steel, native and foreign .. 4, 6,099 84 9,150 76 8,481 87 
Tin plates ae ness 2,457 45 604 2d 2,136 39 
Tron, nail, rod, and bar \). 4, 846 06 730 89 3,230 85 
Tin 4. nic Rpts 201 08 1,172 90 1,207 20 
Copper, native and foreign.. ,, 6,099 84 2,282 90 2,319 
Tron... an eels 1,839 30 ee or 
Sundries— 
Cotton, raw ae ouns 1,504 83 2,266 91 we 
Matches ee es gross 79,665 56,860 00 51,978 
Needles . ae .- mille 886,586 900,041 656,280 
Paper, Ist quality +. piculs 11,522 65 14,009 72 7,304 94 
Deon jee. sepia 25,869 06 36,846 55 39,337 04 
Seaweed, Japan .. Bit dai 44,979 38 26,901 03 7,228 89 
Nn Russian che Mee 6,748 17 10,740 98 ae 
Sugar, brown .. oe eri 135,055 64 157,457 79 164,512 99 
5... white ice uate 79,592 82| 122,563 11| 124,473 20 
at eandy Turan. Ad ep 21,259 74 31,421 75 36,474 79 
Silk, piece-goods. .. Sis eae 1,910 75 ' 2,150 76 ]- 1,514 90 
ribbons ae ete 543 80 612 91 641 28 


be 


7 


embroidery. « eer ts 122 82 53 64 35 22 
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1873 1874 1875 
Silk thread Se +. piculs 45 37 40 52 43 52 
+, and cotton mixtures .. ,, 205 98 165 28 126 79 
Tea, black aS wel 9 468 64 2,069 48 687 78 
ax green te Rte a 5,678 23 8,223 18 7,915 47 
o,  aiaat : AC PEP 2,176 74 2,782 59 3,038 72 
+» coarse (Japan) ate 4s O75) 45 8,144 73 5,788 52 

Window-glass .. .. boxes 10,648 8,581 13,187 


ComparaTive Table of Exports (extract from Customs Returns), 
1873-1875. 


1873. 1874, 1875. 
Cotton .. ‘F .. piculs 68 00 - 2,016 05 
Dates, black Ms ae 55 14,262 44 8,352 39 12,847 66 
0. red. as coke 58 19,994 58 15,126 43 19,467 38 

Horns, voung deer .. +. pairs 3,7154 4,307 7,670 
Lily, dried flowers .. os piculs 480 73 2,774 55 4,602 62 
Peas ar a6 rh Le 12 90 ne 45,655 24 
Rhubarb .. al ey Oy 521 69 1,055 16 1,485 75 
Tobacco .. ae rt) ae 957 65 2,106 14 1,436 55 
Wool, camel’s Bie a oeeass 1,898 61 3,129 56 4,070 84 
1  sheep’s ae sake ao 339 86 1,229 48 41 58 
‘Straw, braid a rar bss 1,859 83 1,456 86 2,993 27 

(Signed) J. MONGAN, Consul. 


_ er Britannic Majesty's Consulate, 
Tientsin, May 8, 1876. 
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LIST OF RETURNS. 


Returns relative to Trade with China: 1875. 


[N.B.—All sums are given in sterling. ] 


AMOY. 


(A.)—Rerturn of the Trade of the Port of Amoy in Foreign Vessels for 
the Year 1875. 


No. 1.—Torat Trade of the Port in Foreign Vessels (excluding 


Treasure). 

7 £ 8. d. 
Imports . és ia ‘ <m L2sc0G,40n 20 Oo 
Exports . c ee de 1,581,865 11 8 

3,840,604 17 4 


Total .. ve 


No. 2.—Import and Export of Treasure. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ & d. & S.. a £ s. d. 
To and from foreign ports . 190,342 -'6 °9 51,974 14 2 242,317 0 11 


To and from native ports.. 


Total .. ee 


1613633 12 11 


351,975 19 8 


143,978 18 11 


195,953 13. 1 


305,612 11 10 


547,929 12 9 


No. 3.—Direct Trade with Foreign Countries (excluding Treasure).* 


Imports . 
Exports 


Total .. 


ee ee 


£& 


Boy a. 


1,306,538 8 0 


992,162 4 4 


2,298,700 12 4 
* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


No. 4.—Trade with other Treaty Ports (excluding Treasure). 


Imports oe 
Exports ee 
otal os. 


[458] 


oe 


£ 


ene 


952,200 17 8 


ae 589,703 7 4 


. 1,541,904 5 0 


2 CHINA. 


No. 5.—ReETuRN distinguishing the respective Amounts of Foreign and 
Native Trade in Foreign Vessels with other Treaty Ports, without dis- 
tinction of Flag, forming the Totals of No. 4. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
ES Bente h FMS 5 Be Oe 
Foreign oe es 943,393 15 0 570,858 0 41|1,514,251 15 4 
Native ee oe 8,807 2 8 18,845 7 0 273602. 9 8 
Total .. a 952,200 17 8 589,703 7 4 | 1,541,904 5 0 
(Signed) GEO. PHILLIPS, Acting Consul. 


British Consulate, Amoy, December 31, 1875. 


(B.)\—Return of British Trade for the Year 1875 at the Port of Amoy. 


No. 1.—VatveE of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure)* under any Flag. 


£ & ad, 
Imports Ar 4 50 «. ‘L177,6460 sane 
Exports as a Sc a 305,994 18 0 


Total .. os 5 -. 1,483,641 5 8 
* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


No. 2.—Vatve of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. ~ 


Imports. Exports. Total. 

£& a) de & Ge a £& Suds 
British Isles .. oe S471 13 $8 77,864 16 4 81,336 10 0 
Hong Kong... -- | 1,114,780.13 4 128,318 16 8 | 1,243,099 10 0 


India .. AG ais ea ie an 
Other British Dependencies 59,394 0 8 99;811 5°10 152,205 5 8 


Total.. 20 | 1,177,640 7) 8 305,994 18 0 | 1,483,641 5 8 


No. 3.—Return of Trade under British Flag with other Treaty Ports. 


£ & a 

Imports . oe + as a 695,626 8 
Exports . oe ee +e ee 392,165 9 4 
Total .. peers silt al .. 1,087,811 17 4 


No. 4.—Rerurn of Value of Imports of British, Indian or Colonial 
origin (excluding Treasure) from other Treaty Ports, carried under 
any Flag. 

[No Return. ] 


No. 5.—Rerurn of Exports destined for Great Britain, India, or the 
Colonies, carried to other Treaty Ports under any Flag. 


[No Return.] 


~e 
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No. 6.—Returwn of Import and Export of Treasure from and to Great 
Britain and British Dependencies. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ 8. d. £ &. d. £ gia: 
Direct oe oo} 264,148 11 0} 72,128 3 4 336,276 14 4 
Indirect ve cP i << we 
Tota! .. ee 264,148 11 0 72,128 3 4 336,276 14 4 


(Signed) GEO. PHILLIPS, Acting Consul. 
British Consulate, Amoy, December 31, 1875. 
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CANTON. 


(A.)—Rerurn of the Trade of the Port of Canton in Foreign Vessels for 
the Year 1875. 


No. 1.—Torat Trade of the Port in Foreign Vessels (excluding 


Treasure), 
£ 
Imports ee ae oe ae +. 2,946,985 
Exports ee ee te ac +» 4,668,490 
Total . ig me re és 7)0L5,475" 
* Including re-exports. 
No. 2.—Import and Export of Treasure. 
Imports. Exports, L Total. 
£ £ £ 
To and from foreign ports. . 391,965 537,318 929,283* 
To and from native ports .. 28,407 Nil 28,407+ 
Total .. on 420,372 537,318 957,690 
* All Hong Kong. + All Shanghae. 
No. 3.—Directr Trade with Foreign Countries (excluding Treasure ).* 
£ 
Imports ties Ar} a Ay «« 61,8195482 
Exports de ot we de bon 350025160 
Total . as a ar .. 4,851,642¢ 


* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 
T 97 per cent. British; 1 per cent. American; 1 per cent. German; 1 per cent. 
various. 


No. 4.—Trade with other Treaty Ports (excluding Treasure). 


£ 
Imports ae «s oe ee «» 1,627,502, 
Exports a ea oe cr tml; tooo k 
Total . 6 ag iy te 7257635833: 


No. 5.—Return distinguishing the respective Amounts of Foreign and 
Native Trade in Foreign Vessels with other Treaty Ports, without 
distinction of Flag, forming the Totals of No. 4. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ £ £ 
Foreign af AE 25,721 72,779 98,500* 
Native ae oe 1,601,782 1,063,553 2,665,335 
Total .. =< 1,627,503 1,136,332 2,763,835 
* Only re-exports. + £1,656 re-exports. 
(Signed) B. ROBERTSON, Consul. 


Canton, February 22, 1876. 


6 CHINA. 


(B.)—Rerury of British Trade for the Year 1875 at the Port of Canton. 


No, 1.—VatueE of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure)* under any Flag. 


£ 
Imports ve an -. 1,319,483 
Exports AG es ee 3,903,892 
Total . Fi : ss <S,6B8;570 


* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


No, 2.—VatueE of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ £ £ 
British Isles .. we Nil 173,127 173,127 
Hong Kong... se 1,319,483 3,190,765 4,510,248 
India .. ae iF Nil Nil Nil 
Other British Dependencies Nil Nil Nil 
Total .. an 1,319,483 3,363,892 4,683,375 


No. 8.—Rerurn of Trade under British Flag with other Treaty Ports. 


& 
Imports ai ie oe a es °15,203;082 
Exports an a oe ve an 643,262 
Total . a + .. 1,846,844 


No. 4.—Rerturwn of Value of Imports of British, Indian, or Colonial 
origin (excluding Treasure) from other Treaty Ports, carried under any 
Flag. 

7 [No Return. J 


No. 5,—Rerurw of Exports destined for Great Britain, India, or the 
Colonies, carried to other Treaty Ports under any Flag. 


[No Return.] 


No. 6.—Returwn of Import and Export of Treasure from and to Great 
Britain and British Dependencies. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
2; £ £ 
Direct 7 aa 391,965 037,318 929,283* 
Indirect ie ee No return No return No return 
Total .. n 391,965 53/3186 a 929,283 


* All Hong Kong. 


(Signed) B. ROBERTSON, Consul. 
Canton, February 22, 1876. 
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HANKOW. 


(A.)—Return of the Trade of the Port of Hankow in Foreign Vessels, 
for the Year 1875. 


No. 1.—Torat Trade of the Port in Foreign Vessels (excluding 


Treasure). 
£ e. de 
Imports ee ee ve -. 4,853,809 5 10% 
Exports vs an te -. 5,652,094 2 6 
Total .. oe a e» 10,505,903 8 43 


No. 2.—Import and Export of Treasure. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
Nil £ 8. d. £& s. d. 
To and from foreign ports ; £ 8. od. Nil Nil 


To and from native ports.. }. 1,830,488 3 6 214,530 4 6] 2,045,018 8 0 


Total .. -- | 1,830,488 3 6 214,530 4 6 | 2,045,018 8 0 


No. 3.—Drrect Trade with Foreign Countries (excluding Treasure).* 


£ yi Sepidian 
Imports oo es if ns 1,333: 16 7% 
Exports - as se +. 1,310,667 3 44 
Total .. ee ee +» 1,312,000 10 0 


* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


No. 4.—TrabE with other Treaty Ports (excluding Treasure), 


£ Bi ils 

Imports 5 és ba -- 4,852,465 19 3 
Exports ; i a .. 4,341,426 19 12. 
Total . ie :, ‘es §=©9,193,892 18 4% 


No. 5.—Return distinguishing the respective Amounts of Foreign and 
Native Trade in Foreign Vessels with other Treaty Ports, without 
distinction of Flag, forming the Totals of No. 4. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ & d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. 
Foreign ais -- | 2,676,384 7 6 Nil 2,676,384 7 6 
Native oe -. | 2,176,081 11 9 | 4,341,426 19 13) 6,517,508 10 105 
Total .. -. | 4,852,475 18 3 | 4,341,426 19 13) 9,193,892 18 45 


(Signed) CHAS. ALABASTER, Consul. 
Pratl, January 1, 1876. + 
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(B.)—Rerurn of British Trade for the Year 1875, at the Port of 
Hankow. 


No. 1.—VaxusE of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British Depen- 
dencies (excluding Treasure)* under any Flag. 


Sat ee ds 

Tmports an BG ae tk 1,333 6 7% 

Exports oe * we oe WLLa847 (7% 
Total .. ar . es 1,115,180 13 3 


* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


No, 2.—VaLuE of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British Depen- 
dencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
ae 2 Sus ids 08 ae ts £ & d. 
British Isles ., 896 19 2 1,113,847 6 74) 1,114,744 5 104 
Hong Kong .. £ 436 7 43 ar 436 7 4% 
India . ee oe ve 
Other British Dependencies 
Total .. an 1,383 6 741,113,847 6 73) 1,115,180 13 3 


No. 3.—Return of Trade under British Flag with other Treaty Ports. 


£ 8 ds 
Tmports ee ae ae -- 26,908,355 0 10% 
Exports ee ee ve --, 2,036,093. 1 7% 
Total . aie by «. 28,944,448 2 6 


No. 4.—Return of Value of Imports of British, Indian, or Colonial 
origin (excluding Treasure) from other Treaty Ports, carried under 
any Flag. 

[No return. ] 


No. 5.—Rerurn of Exports destined for Great Britain, India, or the 
Colonies, carried to other Treaty Ports under any Flag. 


[No return. ] 


No. 6.—Rerurn of Import and Export of Treasure from and to Great 
Britain and British Dependencies, 


[Nil.] 


(Signed) CHAS. ALABASTER, Consul. 
Hanhow, a 1876. 
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NEWCHWANG. 


(A.)—Rerurn of the Trade of the Port of Newchwang in Foreign 
Vessels for the Year 1875. 


No. 1.—Torat Trade of the Port in Foreign Vessels (excluding 


Treasure). 
ci A Taels, 
Imports .. ee ae 941,791 13 4 .. 2,825,375 
Exports . oe a 895,893 6 8 .. 2,687,680 
Total ae cone 8375689. Oe Ove 5,513,055 


All re-exports deducted. 


No. 2.—Import and Export of Treasure. 


No return. No reliable information obtainable. 


No. 3.—Direcr Trade with Foreign Countries (excluding Treasure).* 


: £ cps Taels. 
Imports .. oe os +110;6456 8 .. 331,936 
Exports .. oe Hol ua sG,ocgmmOn Ol fs 836,877 
Total we oe) 8895604) Ge Sine) 1,168,815 
Re-exports deducted. More than Customs’ Returns, as regards Exports, by Hong 
Kong trade. 


* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


No, 4.—TRrabeE with other Treaty Ports (excluding Treasure). 


£ 8. d. Taels. 
Tnaports .. at aia 821,656 6 8 .. 2,464,969 
Exports . es we 616,934 6 8 .. 1,850,803 
Total ee deed Soc noO Lane aoe ASUS ide 


Less than Customs’ Returns as regards Imports and Exports, by Hong Kong trade. 


No. 5.—Rerurn distinguishing the respective Amounts of Foreign and 
Native Trade in Foreign Vessels with other Treaty Ports, without 
distinction of Flag, forming the Totals of No. 4. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ kite eb £ gens & ey as 
. 469,328 0 0 469,328 0 0 
TORE), + a4 Taels ,407,984 moaG Taels 1,407,984 


352,328 6 8 616,934 6 8 969,262 13 4 


Native ee ee Taels 1,056,985 Taels 1,850,803 Taels 2,907,788 


Total 821,656 6 8| 616,934 6 8| 1,438,590 13 4 
se *+ 1 | Taels 2,464,969 | Taels 1,250,803 | Taels 4,315,772 


All re-exports deducted. 
(Signed) THOS. ADKINS, Consul. 


te CHINA. 


(B.)—Return of British Trade for the Year 1875 at the Port of 
Newchwang. 


No. 1.—VatueE of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure)* under any Flag. 


Be eos Taels. 
104,858 6 8 .. 314,575 


Imports .. ne *t 
Exports .. He & ot 2ERVO84900) 10 ee 797,052 
Total es os 370,542 6 8 , meee as 


Includes whole'trade, both in native and foreign goods, with Hong Kong. 
* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


No. 2.—VALuvE of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 

& SRR & o. as £ e as 
i, 6,863 0 0 6,863 0 0 
British Isles .. 4 Taels 20,589 } cous { Taels 20,589 


{ Gi;090) 10° 8 265,684 0 0 363,679 6 8 
Taels 293,986 | Taels 797,052 | Taels 1,091,038 


Hong Kong .. 
None None 


India .. a a None 
Other British dependencies 


{ 104,858 6 8 265,684 0 0 370,542 6 8 


Total .. Taels 314,575 | Taels 797,052 | Taels 1,111,627 


Opium comes vid Shanghae and Chinese ports. 


No. 3.—Rerturn of Trade under British Flag with other Treaty Ports. 


ue 78, Vas Taels. 
Imports ae oe es §6893,119 13 4 .. ose 
Exports oie os oi OO LOVES ae. rae 879,302 
Total On -. 868,220 6 8 .. 2,058,662 


Less than Customs Returns by Hong Kong trade. 


No. 4.—Return of Value of Imports of British, Indian, or Colonial 
origin (excluding Treasure) from other Treaty Ports, carried under 


any Flag. 
d Taels. 


Es ; 
4 .. 1,478,999 


‘ 8. 
Value of imports oe en 492,999 13 
Less Hong Kong trade. 


No. 5.—Retrurn of Exports destined for Great Britain, India, or the 
Colonies, carried to other Treaty Ports under any Flag. 


None. All such exports went vid Hong Kong. 
’ 


No. 6.—Return of Import and Export of Treasure from and to Great 
Britain and British Dependencies. 


No Return. No reliable information to be obtained. 


(Signed) THOS. ADKINS, Consul. 


~_ 
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NINGPO. 


(A.)—Rerurn of the Trade of the Port of Ningpo in Foreign Vessels for 
the Year 1875. 


No. 1.—Torat Trade of the Port in Foreign Vessels (excluding 


Treasure). 
Es Cm a5 
Imports ake ha 3G os, | 2507 od; a0ame 
Exports 40 rio 03 os = 1,599;0L110590 
Totals cre as a7 +. 4,172,864 10 0 


No. 2.—Imporr and Export of Treasure. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ £ £ 
To and from foreign ports . Nil Nil Nil 
To and from native ports.. 335,553 753,546 1,089,099 
Potal =... es 335,553 753,546 1,089,099 


No. 8.—Direcr Trade with Foreign Countries (excluding Treasure).* 


£ & de. 

Imports .. sie o ve «» 610,468 10 0- 
Exports .. ae an an ate 1,778: 0070 
Total ve an oe +. 612,246 10 0 


* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


No. 4.—Trape with other Treaty Ports (excluding Treasure). 


5 Sade 

Imports oe ae a foe? 1,963;3847 LORS 
Exports dc we oe +. 1,597,233 908 0 
Total <3 ee oe es 3,560,617, 20000 


No. 5.—Rerurn distinguishing the respective Amounts of Foreign and 
Native Trade in Foreign Vessels with other Treaty Ports, without 
distinction of Flag, forming the totals of No. 4. 


ST ASS 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
& $. d. £ sd. 76 
Foreign oe ao Ny4 0205 68 10 Nil 1,417,020 8 0 
Native ies | 546,364 2 0 | 1,597,233 0 09) 2,149-5q9mno 
Total we ie .. | 1,963,384 10 0 | 1,597,233 0 0 | 3,560,617 10 © 


(Signed) PELHAM WARREN, Acting Consul. 


NINGPO. 15 


(B.)—Rerurn of British Trade for the Year 1875 at the Port of Ningpo. 


No. 1.—Vatue of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure)* under any Flag. 


Ge Bd. 
Imports .. is or Wy +. 605,080 97 0 
Exports .. i 56 cP to 85,068 10) 0 


Total a a ae -. 690,098 7 O 
* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


No. 2.—Vatue of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ B51 Ge £ 8. d. £ $: as 

British Isles .. ev Nil Nil Nil 
Hong Kong... ay 591,087 12 0 85,068 0 0 676,155 12 0 

India .. iis at Nil Nil Nil 
Other British Dependencies 13,942 15 0 Nil 13,942 15 0 
Total .. ..| 605,030 7 0 85,068 0 0| 690,098 7 0 


No. 3.—Return of Trade under British Flag with other Treaty Ports. 


£ gid. 

Imports .. ve a be toelole 227 Loe 
Exports .. & On Se .» 120,306- 0 0 
Total .. # sf .. 241,533 16 0 


No. 4.—Return of Value of Imports of British, Indian, or Colonial 
origin (excluding Treasure) from other Treaty Ports, carried under 
any Flag 


[No Return. ] 


No. 5.—Rerurn of Exports destined for Great Britain, India, or the 
Colonies, carried to other Treaty Ports under any Flag. 


[No Return. ] 


No. 6.—Rerturn of Import and Export of Treasure from anu to Great 
Britain and British Dependencies. 


[Nil.] 


(Signed) PELHAM WARREN, Acting Consul. 


[ 458] é 


CHINA. 


16 


ynsuog Supp ‘NAYUVM WVHITdd (pousig) 
OL 2969¢F‘g | uanger ON 60S‘°Z6E crs OL SOL‘*SLF‘T UMJo.0 ONT E81°961 GLE LG6‘8L6'T UInJoL ON | ZSE‘O6T S13 - 
s ae °s ied : & = 
‘osieg “Marg eaande *spassa A 08.1eD *MOID ‘ASeeao *S[OSSO A. ‘osieg “MOTD a % *S[aSso A 
Jo onje A JO taquinyy L jo taqunyy jo onje a jo caquinyy L jo Jaquinyy Jo anye A jo caquinyy WOLD jo Jaquinyy F 
“dauvaty anv aqaadaIny IVLOJ, “dqauvaty “CaaaiN iy 


—_— —_—_—_—————————————— 


‘NDIGUOd 


206'S1L uinjor ON | 6€8‘ES TOI 
oS i 
08.19 “MOI ‘aSeuuoy, | “S1882A 
jo Jaquinyy jo saquinyy 


jo onyea 


“daavVaT) INV aqauaINY TVLOT, 


90¢‘031 UINjeL ON | 996'93 1g 969°C64 UINjot ON €18'92 0G 
SF F 
OSB "Mary -oSeuuo yy, *STOSSO A. ‘osieg “MID ‘oSeuuoy, *sTaSso A. 
Jo onpeg JO raquinyy Jo zoquinyy jo one, Jo saquinyy Jo Joquinyy 
*dauvaty *daaaING 


eee 


“GL8T AeoX oy} s0¥ odSuryy Jo 10g 04} Jo NuALAY ONTaaIHgG—(‘9) 


“ASLLIYE 


SWATOW. 


(A. )—Rerurn of the Trade of the Port of Swatow in Foreign Vessels for 
the Year 1875. 


No. 1.—Torat Trade of the Port in Foreign Vessels (excluding 


Treasure). 
£ 
Imports ar we af as -. 93,072,264 
Exports ae ae ve aa -. 1,417,039 
Total ee - +» 4,989,303 


This includes 194,790/. imported, and 110, 358. Giaisiod. Total 305,148/. in 
Chinese-owned steamers, 


No. 2.—Imporr and Export of Treasure. 


£ 
Imports as ae ae ar .. 102,041 
Exports . ve se Oe ae Ba. OOd,022 
Total .. oe ae Ae -- 989,863 


‘ Calculated at 4s. per dollar. 


No, 3.—Drrecr Trade with Foreign Countries (excluding Treasure).* 


£ 
Imports ae os * ve 2,119,953 
Exports as e 4c “ ase 184,630 
Total oe +» 2,304,583 
Includes 2981. imported, and 650/. oat gals Total 9487. in Chinese-owned 


steamers. 
* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


No. 4.—Trade with other Treaty Ports (excluding Treasure). 


£ Sn Gi 

Imports . “c te or Pe) 2,402,311) 68 10 
Exports mie 1,232,408 14 0 
Total .. : ee +. 2,684,720 2 0 


Including 194,492/. imported, ne 10$,7082. exported, Total 304,200/. in 
Chinese-owned steamers. 


No. 5.—Rerurn distinguishing the respective Amounts of Foreign and 
Native Trade in Foreign Vessels with other Treaty Ports, without dis- 
tinction of Flag, forming the totals of No. 4. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ 8. £ 8. £ a 
Foreign oe ar “E 1,306 16 448 16 1,755 12 
Native sce an .. | 1,451,004 12} 1,231,959 18 | 2,682,964 10 
Total ale +. | 1,452,311. 8 | 1,232,408 14 | 2,684,720 2 


 Note.—The Customs calculations are made in Haikwan taels, which are here conyerted 
into sterling at 6s. the tael. 


(Signed) J. WALTERS, Acting Consul. 
c 2 


18 CHINA. 


(B.)—Return of British Trade for the Year 1875 at the Port of Swatow. 


No. 1.—VatueE of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure)* under any Flag. 


£ 2% 
Imports .. * if " .. 2,086,254 0 
Exports .. re fo 80 5. 172,798 16 


Total oe aie bs «. 2;2091052 16 
* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


No. 2.—Vatuk of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ 8. £ 8. £ 8. 
British Isles .. ee is Me 8,751 6 8,751 6 
Hong Kong .. os .. | 2,079,906 18 | 129,649 10} 2,209,556 8 
Singapore and Straits .. ie Goede 34,398 0 40,745 2 
Other British Dependencies oc os o 
Total ee -- | 2,086,254 0° 172,798 16 | 2,259,052 16 


No. 8.—Rerurn of Trade under British Flag with other Treaty Ports. 


£ 
Imports) . .. an ole ee ots 776,189 
Exports 35 ne a ae ** 704,391 
Total . oe an ae «+ 1,480,580 _ 


No 4.—Rerurn of Value of Imports of British, Indian, or Colonial origin 
(excluding Treasure) from other Treaty Ports, carried under any 
Flag. 

oe No Return. 


No. 5.—Return of Exports destined for Great Britain, India, or the 


Colonies, carried to other Treaty Ports under any Flag. 


No Return. 


? 


No, 6.—Rerurn of Import and Export of Treasure from and to Great 
Britain and British Dependencies. 


No Return. 


Note.—Taels converted into sterling at 6s. to the tael. 


(Signed) J. WALTERS, Acting Consul. 


-* 
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TAIWAN. 


( A.)—Return of the Trade of the Port of Taiwan in Serega Vessels for 
the Year 1875. 


No. 1.—Torat Trade of the Port in Foreign Vessels (excluding 


Treasure). 
£ 
Imports ar 48 5 at -» 406,588 
Exports ie fic a «o> 861,260* 
Total’ ., ae a ce .» 767,848 


* Re-exports, amounting to 4,915/., are not deducted from Imports, but not 
included in Exports. 


No. 2.—Imeorv and Export of Treasure. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ £ 
To and from foreign ports } 41,282 8,177 49,459 
To and from native ports. . 44,019 152,888 196,907 
Total’ 3 85,301 161,065 246,366 


No. 3.—Drrect Trade with Foreign Countries (excluding Treasure).* 


4 
Imports od ae 56 a .. 225,244 
Exports ee AS ee Se «- 232,770 
Total .. ee ve .» 458,014 


* Including the trade with Hong Kong. 


No. 4.—TRADE with other Treaty Ports (excluding Treasure). 


Imports ote wi He ale .- 181,344 
Exports be = AG ac .» 128,490 
Totaly "ss ic aa on -. 309,834 


No. 5.—-RErTuRN distinguishing the respective Amounts of Foreign and 
Native Trade in Foreign Vessels with other Treaty Ports, without dis- 
tinction of Flag, forming the totals of No. 4 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
aa £ £ 
Foreign Pr are 156,651 2,175* - 158,826 
Native F 24,693 126,315 151,008 
Total .. 1 181,344 128,490 309,834 


* The 2,175/. foreign exports are re-exports. 


(Signed) T. WATTERS, Acting Consul. 


TAIWAN. 21 


(B.j)—Rerourn of British Trade for the Year 1875" at the Port of Taiwan. 


‘ 


No. 1.—VatueE of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure)* under any Flag. 


5 
Imports ate B. - vs set 2oa;7re 
Exports ac di se ie wea 625662 
Total +. 297,374 


* Including the trade with Hong Kong. 


No. 2.—Vatuz of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. 


Imports. Exports. ° * Total. 

& £ £ 
British Isles .. nie Nil Nil Nil 
Hong Kong .. eo 234,712 11,536 246,248 
India .. if ~ Nil Nil Nil 
Other British Dependencies Nil 51,126 ; 51,126* 

Totals 3 as 234,712 62,662 297,374 
* Australia. 


No. 3.—Return of Trade under British F lag with other ‘Treaty Ports. 


; 


s 
Imports x 53 ze re -- 120,897 
Exports % a fi: aia ae os eou* 
Total .. <b te ae «. 154,393 


* The exports do not include 2,175/. re-exports. 


No. 4.—Retrurn of Value of Imports of British, Indian, or Colonial 
origin (excluding Treasure) from other Treaty Ports, carried under 
any Flag. 

[No Return. ] 


No. 5.—ReEtTuRN of Exports destined for Great Britain, India, or the 
Colonies, carried to other Treaty Ports under any Flag. 


[No Return. | 


No. 6.—Return of Import and Export of ‘Treasure from and to Great 
Britain and British Dependencies. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
ED £ & 
Direct. . a . 24,436 8,738 33,174 
Indirect ae te No return No return No return 
Total .. ye No return No return No return 


(Signed) T. WATTERS, Acting Consul. 


CHINA. 
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TAMSUI. 


.A.)—Return of the Trade of the Port of Tamsui in Foreign Vessels 
for the Year 1875. 


No. 1—Torat Trap of the Port in Foreign Vessels (excluding 


Treasure). 
£ cro e 
Imports Ee od aie as $25,865 “2 4 
Exports oe as Ae + 258,464 7 2 
Moral’: es ne 584,329 9 6 


Re-exports valued at 2,582/. 4s. 6d. eohuiel? in the imports, but not in the exports. 


No. 2.—Imporrt and Export of Treasure. 


Imports. Exports. . Total. 
£ 8. d. £ & d. £ s. d. 
To and from foreign ports ne - 20,040 17 2] 20,040 17 2 
To and from native ports ce) adatom. ew Sealy 3 So) 69.475. 12 0 
Total se ..| 47,168 8 9 | 42,348 0 5 | 89,516 9 2 


No. 3.—Direct Trade with Foreign Countries (excluding Treasure).* 


& Banas 

Imports re} a Fy at 180,159 12 11 
Exports “is 7° ve oh 21,759 10 10 
Total .. ae ee 205.965" 3 9. 


Exports are to Hong Kong 21,750/. 10s., aad to Japan 45/7. Os. 10d. 
from Hong Kong. 
* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


Imports all 


No. 4.—Trave with other Treaty Ports (excluding Treasure). 


£ aamas 

Imports wa sc Af 145,705 9) 25 
Exports A aie us 236,668 16 4 
Total .. a me He 382,374 5 9 


Nos. 3 and 4 inelude between them in the imports 1,594/. 3s. 8d. re-exports to foreign 
countries, and 988/. 0s. 10d. re-exports to Chinese ports. 


No. 5.—ReETuRN distinguishing the respective Amounts of Foreign and 
Native Trade ‘in Foreign Vessels with other Treaty Ports, without 
distinction of Flag, forming the Totals of No. 4. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
Bey ence” (a: Beh ER Uh zo 8. de 
Foreign o- wie 135,157 14 4 es 135,157 14 4 
Native we ee 10,547 15 1 236,668 16 4 247,216 11 5 
‘Total as. Bole 405000. 9) 5 236,678 16 4 382,374 5 9 
(Signed) A. FRATER, Aeting Vice-Consul. 
British Vice-Consulate, Tamsw’, February 15, 1876. 
[458] D 


24 CHINA. 


(B.)—Rerurn of British Trade for the Year 1875, at the Port of 


Tamsui. 


No. 1.—VatukE of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure)* under any Flag. 


& S. Gs 

Imports an es ys an 180,159 12 11 
Exports ee oie ic qc 21,750 10 0 
Total .. as PS 201,910 2 11 


All from and to Hong Kong. 
* This Return includes the trade with Hong Kong. 


No. 2.—VatukE of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. 


Imports. _ Exports. Total. 
£ 8. d. £ 8 d. & 8. d. 
British Isles... 50 Sh aD of 
Hong Kong .. en (280,109 72 Ti 21,750 10 0) 201,910 2 11 
India .. Si 3 oS ale +e 
Other British Dependencies o “6 as 
Otay hele S 180,159 12 11 21,750 10 0 201,910. 2 11 


Imports include a few re-exports. 


No. 3.—Return of Trade under British Flag with other Treaty Ports. 


£1 eae 

Imports <e ds a2 oe 133,160 4a 
Exports se he ae Ae 216,291 Vaey 
Total .. 4 4 a 349,451 17 2 


Includes a few re-exports. 


No. 4.—Return of Value of Imports of British, Indian, or Colonial 
origin (excluding Treasure) from other Treaty Ports, carried under 
any Flag. 

£ 
Value of imports . oH oe Ac about 135,000 


The exact value cannot be given, as the origin of a few imports classed together ifi the 
Customs Returns as sundries has not been ascertained. 


No. 5.—Rerurwn of Exports destined for Great Britain, India, or the 
Colonies, carried to other Treaty Ports under any Flag. 


[No Return. ] 


No. 6.—Rezturn of Import and Export of Treasure from and to Great 
Britain and British Dependencies 


Imports: 


——— 


Exports. 


& & S$ di £ Sid. 
Direct An te or Es 20,040 17 2 | 20,040 17 2 
Indirect a sie ee No return No return No return 


Total 


(Signed) A. FRATER, Acting Vice- Consul. 
British Vice-Consulate, Tamsui, February 15, 1876. 
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Commercial Reports by Her Majesty’s Consuls in 
Japan: 1875. 


HAKODATE. 
Consul Eusden to Sir H. Parkes. 


British Consulate, Hakodate, 
Sir, March 20, 1876. 

I wAveE the honour to forward you, in duplicate, returns of the 
shipping and trade of this port for the year ending 31st December last, 
comprising :— 

* 1. Imports from England and other Countries, and Imports from 
Open Ports in Japan. 
2. Exports to England und other Countries, and Exports to Open 
Ports in Japan. 

3. Return of Treasure Imported and Exported. 

4, Return of Foreign Shipping. 

5. Return of Duties, &c., Collected. 

6. Return of British and Foreign Residents. 

7 to9, Returns A, B, C. 


SHIPPING, 
Ships. Tonnage. 
UBT A. se Bs ae 55 34,449 
1875 oe os sie 39 12,394 
Decrease .. a3 16 22,055 


This decrease is owing to the Pacific Mail Steamships having ceased 
to run northward, instead of which we have had four and five Mitsu 
Bichi steamers regularly every month, 


IMPORTS. 
= Dollars. At 4s. 6d. At 4s, 
: £ ‘g 
1875 as se 67,125 15,103 13,425 
1874 ce be 61,025 13,730 13,730 
Increase ac 6,100 1,373 ro 
r Decrease ers es as 305 
ry | RE SR SS EY MNES I SL ERS Sa eS PRL REN TE RE NET A EI 
"Tate [650] B 2 


, 


2 JAPAN. 
EXPoRrTs. 
Dollars. At 4s. 6d. At 4s. 
& £ 
1875 An as 395,902 89,078 79,180 
1874 “ +a 315,765 71,097 71,097 
Increase as 80,137 17,981 8,083 


Now considering how dull and very unsatisfactory trade has. been 
everywhere last year, it appears Hakodate has done very well, there 
being an increase both in imports and exports. 

The increase is more apparent when indicated in dollars than in 
sterling ; but as the dollar in this report has been reckoned at 4s., there 
is a comparative table both at 4s. and 4s, 6d., with the result of 1874 at 
4s, 6d. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Telegraphic communication with Tokio was opened at the commence- 
ment of 1875, but I regret to say that the cable broke down a month 
ago, so that we are now dependent on the Awamori steamer for tele- 
grams from the south. 

In connection with the colonization of this island a boarding school 
has been opened at Sappro for from 35 to 50 boys, and one for as. many 
girls. ‘The boys have native masters for mathematics, history, geography, 
and Japanese studies, and a foreigner for English, and it is said some of 
the first class boys are well advanced in mathematics, and write English 
pretty fairly. Upto the beginning of last year the girls had studied 
arithmetic, history, geography, &e., exclusively in their own language. 
Since then they commenced to study those subjects in English, under the 
superintendence of Miss Dennis, an English governess, and are said to 
have made considerable progress. 

Both boys and girls have been brought up from Tokio, and are 
entirely supported and educated at the expense of the Government, under 
the superintendence of a Japanese Director and a number of officials. 

The buildings for both schools are new, and built half in Japanese 
half in foreign style. ‘They are large and commodious, consisting of 
class rooms, dining rooms, students’ rooms, kitchen, servants’ rooms, 
laundries, &c., and detached houses for the foreign teachers and for one 
or two Japanese teachers. There are tailors’ departments connected 
with both, where clothing is made for the scholars. The boys dress 
entirely in foreign castume, the girls preserve their own native dress, 
except with regard to shoes. 

What is the object of the Government in establishing these schools 
in that out-of-the-way place is unknown, but it is supposed that when 
the education of both boys and girls is completed they are to be in charge 
of schools, which are to be started in different parts of the island, In 
the meanwhile of their own education being proceeded with, they are 
getting acclimatized. 

The trigonometrical survey of the island has been carried on, and will 
be continued, under the direction of natives this year, the foreigners 
having completed their engagements. 

T haye, &e. 
(Signed) R. EUSDEN. 


HAKODATEe 


a) 


(No 1.)—Rerurn of the Import Trade of Hakodate for the Year 
ending December 31, 1875. 


From England and other Countries. 


Dollars. 

Kerosine oil a aa ad bs 6165837 
Miscellaneous ae NA a ie -- 10,804 
Total .. oer 27-641 


Equal, at 4s. to the dollar, to 5, 5281. 4s. 


From other Ports in Japan. 


Tons. Dollars. 
Coal) .. Af An ae 4,156 29,368 
Miscellaneous .«. AA e aa 10,116 
Total re are =e ate 39,484 
Equal, at 4s. to the dollar, to 7,896/. 16s. 
(Signed) R. EUSDEN, Consul. 


British Consulate, Hakodate, December 31, 1875. 


(No, 2.)—Rerturn of the Export Trade of Hakodate for the em 
ending December 31, 1875. 


To Engiand and other Countries. 


Dollars. 
Awabi .. ie +. piculs 1,287 34,305 
Cuttle-fish a ae ws 1,843 21,429 
Deer horns as ad A 181 2,757 
Fish (dried) Hip , er 686 2,588" 
Trico oe os . se 1,240 60,881 
Seaweed, uncut .. we me 112,448 223,169 
eut AG AK 7 2,142 5,285 
Sharks’ fins : : Oh 13 320 
Total ee a ns =a 350,734 
Equal, at 4s. to the dollar, to 70,1467. 16s. 
To other open Ports. 
Dollars. 
Miscellaneous ne : teeehes @s) 403 168 
Equal, at 4s. to the abhiae: to 9,0832. 12s. 
(Signed) R. EUSDEN, Consul 


British Consulate, Hakodate, December 31, 1875. 


4 JAPAN, 


(No. 8.)—ReEtTurN of Treasure Imported and Exported during the Year 
ending December 81, 1875, 


Imported from open Ports. 


Dollars. 
Japanese paper money an ie os +s 76,030 
A gold coin aie Ae 4 gs nsnee 
ae silver coin as Ac ie as 1,000 
In Mexican dollars 30 4c ste as) 12,900 
Total 55 aie 30 «e +. 92,470 
Equal, at 4s. to the dollar, to 36,9882. 
Exported to open Ports. 
Dollars. 
Japanese paper money ie 5% 5h »» 13,235 
As silver money as 0 aa An 2,200 
In Mexican dollars ve ote ag of 500 
Total “5 ais an ne ws LD woo 
Equal, at 4s. to the dollar, to 3,187/. 
(Signed) R. EUSDEN, Consui. 


British Consulate, Hakodate, December 31, 1875. 


(No. 4.)\—Return of all Foreign Shipping Entered and Cleared at the 
Port of Hakodate for the Year 1875. 


Entered. Cleared. 
Nationality. SS 

No. Tonnage. No. -Tonnage. 

British, general... 4; iia 7,859 Pn eee 
German, ditto .. an ate 10 2,258 10 } 2,258 
Russian, ditto .. rs A 3 1,122 a 1,122 
American, ditto. . ate aid 3 546 4 583 
Total is ae Ad 36 11,785 39 12,394 
(Signed) R. EUSDEN, Consul. 


British Consulate, Hakodate, December 31, 1875. 


HAKODATE. 5 


(No. 5.)—Rerurn of all the Duties collected on Import aad Export and 
Shipping Dues, for the Year ending December 31, 1875. 


Entrance and 


Month. Export Duty. Import Duty. lonramea Meas, 
Dol. A Dol. c. Dol. c. 
January se oe %,030 37 141 40 44 00 
February AG oe 399 46 14 38 88 00 
March fe a 856 69 14 59 44 00 
April.. ae <o 390 42 4 16 66 00 
May a A re 254 03 54° 6L 52 00 
June .. oe A 1,620 25 63. 77 44 00 
July .. as ug 2,134 75 9 05 44 00 
August He a J alo.  o2 196 ll 89 00 
September 28 ‘a 3,277 04 89 7 73 «00 
October Aa atk 2,462 94 29 44 95 00 
November es ate 2,430 29 463 60 fo 00 
December aa a 621 07 138 62 37 «(00 
Total He ata, 906) Gal la, 1218) a 749 00 
REcAPITULATION, 

Dol. ec, 

Export duties oe +é He .. 15,806 60 

Import duties es ae iF ae 1,218 90 

Shipping dues we oe oe ee 749 09 

Total Be A a -. 18,774 50 


Equal, at 4s. to the dollar, to 3,754/. 18s. 


(Signed) R. EUSDEN, Consul. 
British Consulate, Hukodote, December 31, 1875. 


(No. 6.)—Return of British and Foreign Residents and Firms. 


Residents. Firms, 
British,. ‘ Sa AA 13 2 
American ais na oe 6 ee 
Russian OB F a3 3 ae 
Danish.. ne ae An 2 ee 
French.. ate ar io 2 ve 
German : An ae 2 Ae 
Total Se an % 28 2 . 
(Signed ) R. EUSDEN, Consul. 


British Consulate, Hakodate, December 31, 1875. 


6 JAPAN. 


(A.)—Rerturn of the Trade of the Port of Hakodate in Foreign Vessels 


for the Year 1875. 


No. 1.—Torat Trade of the Port in Foreign Vessels (excluding 


Treasure). 


Imports . 
Exports . 


BEOLAL i 1s a6 aa ae ee 


No. 2.--Import and Export of Treasure. 


Imports. 

z 

To and from foreign ports . _ 
To and from native ports . 36,988 
Total i. we 36,988 


£ 
13,425 
79,180 


92,605 


No. 3—Duirecr Trade with Foreign Countries (excluding Treasure).* 


Imports . oe ee on oe oe 
Exports . se 
Total san. s ee ee ee 


* Including the trade with Hong Kong. 


£ 
5,528 
70,146 


75,674 


No. 4.—TRADE with other Treaty Ports (excluding Treasure), 


Imports . ve a ee ee 
Exports . a a Gn 
Total oe ee ee ae oe 


£. 
7,897 
9,034 


16,931 


No. 5.—RETuURN distinguishing the respective Amounts of Foreign and 
Native Trade in Foreign Vessels with other Treaty Ports, without 


distinction of Flag, forming the Totals of No. 4. 
‘ [No Return.] 


(Signed) 
British Consulate, Hakndate, December 31, 1875. 


‘ 


‘R. EUSDEN, Consul. 


HAKODATE. | f 


(B.)—Rerurn of British Trade for the Year 1875, at the Port of 
Hakodate. 


No. 1.—Vatuve of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. 


Nil. 


No. 2.—VauueE of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. 


Nil. 


No. 3.—Rerturn of Trade under British Flag with other Treaty Ports. 
[No Return. } 


No. 4.—Rerturn of Value of Imports of British, Indian, or Colonial 
origin (excluding Treasure) from other Treaty Ports, carried under 
any Flag. 

Nil 


No. 5.—Rerurn of Exports destined for Great Britain, India, or the 
Colonies, carried to other Treaty Ports, under any Flag. 


Nil. 


No. 6.—Reztvukw of Import and Export of Treasure from and to Great 
Britain and British Dependencies. 


Nil. 
(Signed) R. EUSDEN, Consul. 
British Consulate, Hokodate, December 31, 1875. 
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: HIOGO AND OSAKA, 


Consul Annesley to the Earl of Derby. 


Her Majesty's Consulate for Hiogo and Osaka, 
My Lord, Hiogo, June 12, 186. 

I navy the honour to forward to your Lordship the Returns of Trade 
and Shipping of the ports of Hiogo and Osaka for the year ending 
December 31, 1875, which have been made out on Forms A, B, and C, 
as a in your Lordship’s Circular despatch of the 29th June, 
1872. 

(Signed) A. A. ANNESLEY, Acting Consul. 


(A.)—Rerurn of the Trade of the Ports of Hiogo and Osaka in Foreign 
Vessels for the Year ending 31st December, 1875. 


No, 1.—Torax Trade of the Port in Foreign Vessels (excluding 


Treasure). 
Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ 8d. Se 8.5.4. £ 3 a. 
Hidgo.. oe «. | 1,048,671 4 11 550,899: 2 10 | 1,599,570 7 9 
Osaka, . os oD 118,579 0 10 44,066 12 3 162,645 13 1 
—————————————————————————— 


No. 2.—Import and Export of Treasure. 


Imports. Exports. 


£ 8. d. £ ae £ 8. 
To and from foreign ports . 14,883 6 8} 681,175 2 3] 696,058 8 11 
To and from native ports.. 46,289 2 6 635,7050 7 @ 2 681,994 9 7 


Mota » 3. . 61,172 9 2 {1,316,880 9 4 | 1,378,052 18 6 


Since the opening of the railway all treasure passes through Hidgo, and is therefore 
included in the Hidgo Return of Treasure. 


No. 3.—Duirect Trade with Foreign Countries (excluding Treasure). 
[No Returns.] 


No. 4.—Trade with other Treaty Ports (excluding Treasure). 
[No Returns. ] 


No. 5.—ReturN distinguishing the respective Amounts of Foreign and 
Native Trade in Foreign Vessels with other Treaty Ports, without 
distinction of Flag, forming the totals of No. 4. 


[No Returns. | 


Note-—The dollar has been taken at 3s, 11d., this being the present rate ruling in 
Hiogo for bills at six months’ sight. 


EEE LIL SLI 


10 JAPAN. 


(B.)—Rerurn of British Trade for the Year 1875 at the Ports of 
Hiogo and Osaka. 


No. 1.—Vatuz of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British Depen- 
dencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. 


[No Returns. ] 


No. 2.—Va.uz of Direct Trade with Great Britain and British 
Dependencies (excluding Treasure) under any Flag. 


[No Returns. ] 


No. 3.—Rerurn of Trade under British Flag with other Treaty Ports. 
[No Returns. ] 


No. 4.—Return of Value of Imports of British, Indian, or Colonial 


origin (excluding Treasure) from other Treaty Ports, carried under any 
Flag. 
[No Returns. ] 


No. 5.—Rerurn of Exports destined for Great Britain, India, or the 
Colonies, carried to other Treaty Ports under any Flag. 


[No Returns. ] 


No. 6.—Return of Import and Export of Treasure from and to Great 
Britain and British Dependencies. 


[No Returns, | 
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12 JAPAN, 


Consul Annesley to Sir H. Parkes, K.C.B. 


: Her Majesty's Consulate for Hiogo and Osaka, 
Sir, Miogo, June 12, 1876. 
I nave the honour to transmit to you a Report on the trade of the 
ports of Hiogo and Osaka for the year ending 3lst December, 1875, 
accompanied with the following Returns :— 


Hroao. 


. Return of the Import Trade. 
Return of the Export Trade. 
. Return of all Foreign Shipping entered and cleared. 
. Return of all Duties collected on Imports and Exports, and of 
Shipping Dues. 
. Return of the Import and Export of Treasure. 
. Return of the Foreign Firms and Residents. 


Pobre 


o> Or 


OSAKA, 


7. Return of the Import Trade. 

8. Return of the Export Trade. 

9. Return of the Duties collected on Imports and Exports, and of 
Shipping Dues. . 

10. Return of the Import and Export of Treasure. 

11. Return of the Foreign Firms and Residents. 

12. Return of all Foreign Shipping Entered and Cleared. 

13. Statement showing the Total of the Trade and Shipping of the 
Ports of Hiogo and Osaka. a. 


Hiogo. 


In comparing the import and export trade of Hiogo (exclusive of 
treasure) for the year 1875 with the previous year, it will be seen that 
the trade has diminished to the extent shown by the under-mentioned 
Comparative Table :— 


Imports. ; 
Dollars. 
In 1874 he ne 13 ae «. 6,030,239 
1875 ae ote —s ae .. 5,854,917 
Decrease of .. at ro #5 675,322 
‘ Exports. 

In 1874 wis cs 5c: oe «» 4,956,724 
1875 a os ay ye os «©6215, 102 
Decrease of . ot ate «» 2,143,622 


Therefore the trade of Hiogo in 1875 has, I regret to report, 
decreased, as compared with 1874, to the large amount of 2,818,944 
dollars. . 

In proceeding to review the trade of this port, I consider it necessary 
to remark that the figures quoted in the different articles of imports and 
exports touched upon in this Report are entirely taken from the statistics 
of the Hiogo Chamber of Commerce which have been courteously placed 
at my disposal, and, consequently, show, as far as imports are concerned, 
the actual business carried on at this port for the past year; whereas the — 
figures shown in the yarious Tables of imports and exports attached to 


HIOGO AND OSAKA. 13 


this Report have been compiled from the printed Returns furnished me 
by the Custom-house ; and accordingly it will be borne in mind that the 
Custom-house Returns denote with tolerably reliable accuracy the quan- 
tity of goods actually imported into, and exported from, this port for the 
past year, and asI considered that the information required in a Report 
of this kind is to ascertain the quantity and value of goods which have 
been brought into this port and the quantity and value of goods which 
have been sent away, I have therefore taken the Custom-house Returns 
as forming the basis upon which to compare the trade of Hiogo for the 
past year with that of 1874. Asa matter, however, of interest, and to 
show the actual business done in this port and that of Osaka in 1875, as 
compared with 1874, I append the following Table taken from the 
statistics of trade compiled by the Hiogo and Osaka Chambers of Com- 
merce :— 
The business done during the year 1875 is as follows :— 


1875— Dollars. 
Imports .. ob “se Ae 4, -53726,797 
Exports .. 2) 23 as ba 3,092,405 

Totals) as 33 “S ae 8,819,202 

Against, in 1874— ‘ 

Imports .. oe «a oe -. 6,888,926 
Exports .. os ar) ee +» 5,279,713 
Total .. aa ws ee 12,168,639 


Showing a decrease in the business of the two ports of 3,349,437 
dollars, as compared with 1874. 

This considerable falling-off has been caused by a diminution in both 
the quantity and value of the goods dealt in. The total result of the 
trade of the past year has, as may naturally be inferred, proved most 
he ie and the value of property has, in consequence, greatly depre- 
ciated, 


IMPORTS. 


The total value of goods sold during the year 1875 amounts to 
5,726,797 dollars, showing a decrease of 1,162,129 dollars as compared 
with 1874. The falling-off has been confined almost exclusively to 
cotton fabrics. Cotton yarn shows a decrease in value of 200,000 dollars, 
shirtings of 360,000 dollars, and raw cotton of 185,000 dollars; in fact, 
the deliveries of all descriptions of cotton imports show a large falling-off 
when compared with the previous year, while an increase in the deliveries 
of lustres, cloth, mousselines de laine, china figures, and flannels may be 
noted, the import of all other woollen manufactures has decreased. It is 
impossible, however, to ascertain with any correctness, from the sources 


~ of information within foreign reach, how far the figures quoted represent 


the value of the trade at these ports. The numerous steamers now 
running under the Japanese flag between Osaka and Yedo doubtless 
bring down quantities of foreign goods, and it is possible, therefore, 
that the consumption of European fabrics in this district may have 
equalled, if not exceeded, that of last year, notwithstanding the fact that 
a smaller quantity has actually passed through the hands of foreign 
merchants at this port. ‘The falling-off in the imports is, in reality, not 
as large as it would appear. 

I estimate that fully one-third of. the imports has been sold by 
Chinese, who purchase goods at auction in Shanghae and send them over 
as a remittance against produce. As these goods are usually of inferior 
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quality, and frequently slightly unsound, they have an injurious effect 
upon the value of direct importations from London. The falling-off in 
these latter is very apparent as compared with former years. 

The principal goods sold have been as follows :— 

Grey Shirtings.—Deliveries are returned at 360,358 pieces, valued at 
801,044 dollars, against 485,407 pieces in 1874, valued at 1,166,184 
dollars. The trade in these goods is now almost exclusively in the hands 
of Chinese, who import from Shanghae (as above mentioned) principally 
to place their agents in funds for the purchase of produce, and are there- 
fore content to sell at cost. The bulk of the deliveries has consisted of 
common chop 84, the value of which has ranged from 2 dol. 20 c. to 
2 dol. 35 ¢. per piece, It is worthy of note that there is no competition 
in the purchase of grey shirtings, only one native firm of any importance 
buying, evidently by ar rangement, and retailing to the smaller dealers. 

Cotton Yarn'—Business in these goods has fallen to the insignificant 
quantity of 8,120 piculs, against 8,385 piculs in 1874. It is not to be 
supposed, however, that the entire consumption of foreign yarn is repre- 
sented by these figures, as considerable quantities have been imported 
by Japanese from Yokohama. A similar combination seems to have been 
entered into by the Japanese in regard to this article, two firms only 
buying in the market and distributing to the others. 

Chintzes.—Total deliveries of all descriptions amounted to 41,409 
pieces, against 46,514 pieces in 1874, a large proportion of which, as in 
former years, consisted of importations from Shanghae by Chinese. The 
value of common qualities has remained steady at 1 dol. 70 ¢. to 2 dollars. 

Turkey Led Cambrics.—Yhe quantity sold during the year was 
54,080 pieces, valued at 125,017 dollars. The market has been ina 
declining state throughout, with the exception of a temporary advance in 
October. 

Black Cotton Velvets show that 16,523 pieces, valued at 145,866 

dollars, were sold during the year, against 19,960 pieces and -182,422 
dollars in 1874. The demand for these goods has diminished, notwith- 
standing a lower range of prices. Quotations were at their highest in 
January, and steadily decreased until the lowest point was reached in 
July; since then a slight improvement has taken place. A large quan- 
tity of inferior quality "has been imported by Chinese and sold at low 
prices. 
Victoria Lawns.—A marked decrease must be noted in the aeinates 
of these fabrics, which amount to only 44,608 pieces, valued at 46,900 
dollars, against 81,728 pieces and 81,755 dollars in 1874. The highest 
price was reached in July, and the demand ceased after October, the goods 
being out of season during the winter. The inquiry has latterly been in 
favour of an inferior quality to that usually imported into China, to sell 
at 98 cents to 1 dollar per piece. 

Taffachelas.—This article has varied little from that of ‘last year, 
deliveries being returned at 40,160 pieces, and 42,820 in 1874. Prices | 
have, however, been lower, and there has at times been great difficulty in 
effecting sales. ‘The trade in these goods has scarcely been satisfactory 
of late years, in consequence of the frequent change of fashions. 

Drills, white shirtings, T-cloths, satins, brocades, and dyed shirtings 
have been placed to a limited extent, all showing a decidéd falling off as 
compared to last year, whilst the prices obtained have been uniformly 
lower. 

Mousselines de Laine.—The inereasing business in these goods is one 
of the prominent features of the import trade, and speaks highly for the 
enterprise of the German firms, who continue, as heretofore, to be the 
sole importers, It is unfortunate, however, that English manufacturers 
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cannot compete with French and German houses in the production of 
mousselines de laine, their value being one-fifth of the total imports. 

The reason of this is explained in the following extract of a letter 
from a Bradford manufacturer to a British firm at this port, which has 
been courteously placed at my disposal :— 

“It may be taken as conclusive that. these goods cannot be manu- 
factured so cheaply in Yorkshire as to compete with the French. The 
reason, however, is not the one so generally alleged relative to the 
climate of Lancashire and Yorkshire not being favourable to the impart- 
ing of that brilliancy of colour found in Continental goods. We would 
undertake to equal all French colours in all wool goods and in mixed 
goods; the French themselves would admit, and do admit, that they 
cannot compete with us. Indeed, for the dyeing of mixed goods, 
English dyers ate engaged in all dye works in France of large imports. 

“ The reason is, that the French have been accustomed to make these 
goods for a long time, and they can therefore reduce to a minimum the 
charges in all the processes. ‘This, however, would not prevent us from 
making an earnest experiment were it not that, in order to do it with 
any chance of success, we should require ourselves or our manufacturers 
to lay out a very considerable amount of capital. Even this we were 
prepared to join another manufacturer in doing, but we found that the 
difference in the wages of labour here and in France where the mous- 
selines are produced was of itself an insuperable obstacle. The abun- 
dance of cheap, docile, and intelligent labour in France, as compared 
with the supply of the same commodity here, gives the French an advan- 
tage which tells with prohibitory force on an article whose price is so 
low and in which the wages of labour constitute an important part.” 

I am informed, however, that the obstacles which hitherto prevented 
their manufacture in England—namely, the cost of altering machinery to 
produce patterns, the taste for which might be of short duration, and the 
difficulty of securing the delicate shades of the different colours, which 
the climate was prejudicial to—has to a great measure been removed by 
the preference lately shown by the Japanese for plain goods, which 
doubtless could be manufactured in Yorkshire, &c., as successfully as on 
the Continent. 

The deliveries amount for the period under review to. 201,342 pieces, 
valued at 1,089,674 dollars, against 103,760 pieces, valued at 654,200 
dollars in 1874, or an increase of nearly 100 per cent. The great bulk 
of these deliveries consists of plain goods, the printed and figured fabrics 
being apparently going out of favour to some extent, and the fickle taste 
of the Japanese rendering the importation unprofitable. Prices have 
ruled steadily throughout the year, the best demand existing from 
January to March, and from August to December. This article is the 
chief import of this port. 

It will be noted that in the Custom-house Returns appended to this 
Report that no entry is made in the Import Table under the heading of 
““ Mousselines de laine,” notwithstanding that this woollen fabric to the 
extent of upwards of 1,000,000 dollars has been imported into Hiogo 
during 1875. The explanation given at the Hiogo Custom-house to 
this extraordinary omission is, that the quantity of “‘mousselines de 
laine” imported into this port for the past year has been mixed with the 
various entries under cotton and woollen manufactures, and this likewise 
applies to lustres imported in 1875. 

Lustres and Orleans.—Deliveries of these goods are likewise larger, 
being 98,344 pieces against 88,122 in 1874. ‘The principal description 
dealt in has been plain black Orleans, and, although a larger business has 
been done, prices have had a downward tendency throughout the year. 
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The trade in these articles is in the hands of English manufacturers, and 
the business transacted shows a gradual increase during the past few 
years. 

Black Lastings show a clearance for the year of 7,320 pieces. Prices 
have ruled ‘lower throughout, especially towards the end of the year, 
when best quality was valued at 12 dols. 50 c. The highest quotation 
reached was 14 dollars, against 15 dollars in 1874. The importation of 
these goods has been restricted owing to the unremunerative prices offered 
by native dealers. 

Italian Cloth.—<A falling off has been noticed in this article, only 
63,985 yards having been delivered in 1875, against 171,260 yards in the 
previous year. Prices have generally been unsatisfactory. 

Cloth.—Although deliveries are somewhat larger than in 1874, these 
are due entirely to forced sales of old stock, as the importation of this 
article has almost entirely ceased in consequence of the ‘heavy losses 
sustained. No demand whatever existed between February and Septem- 
ber, but during the ensuing three months some enquiry showed itself at 
extremely low rates, which, although leaving an actual loss of 50 per 
cent., holders were forced to accept, or to await a market at the end of 
1876. The stock is now reduced within more manageable compass, but 
consumers appear quite unable to pay a price approaching cost. The 
taste for foreign clothing seems to be declining, and its use to be confined 
to the official class. Deliveries were made to the extent of 261,792 yards, 
showing an increase of 40,000 yards on last returns. The demand was 
confined almost exclusively to black and blue presidents and pilots, the 
former, however, having the larger share of attention. 

Flannel.Some demand has existed for this article, resulting in the 
delivery of 118,500 yards, valued at 28,904 dollars. The description 
chiefly taken has been a low quality of assorted colours at an average 
price of 25 cents per yard. This material is now extensively used for 
making underclothing, superseding in a great measure the cotton singlets 
and drawers so generally worn since the introduction of European 
clothing. 

Miscellaneous Woollens sold during the year comprised camlets, 
thibeis, fancies, corded orleans, long ells, and other goods. 874,327 dols. 
worth of these were delivered, against 953,282 dols. in 1874. 

Blankets.—The deliveries of these have fallen to 14,398 pairs, against 
31,000 pairs for 1874. The reasons assigned for this decline are the 
general depression of trade throughout Japan, and to all contracts for 
army purposes being now made in Yedo, which has caused the demand 
in this district to decrease. The course of the market has been dull 
throughout the year, and prices have left a loss to importers. 

Metals.—The quantity of iron delivered is nearly equal to last year, 
say 41,423 piculs. The value is, however, considerably less, being 
170,142 dollars against 204,737 dollars. This may be accounted for 
partly by a general decline in value, and partly by the fact of the de- 
liveries including a larger proportion of pigs. Nail-rods haye, as usual, 
formed the bulk of the purchases, but pig-iron has also been imported in 
considerable quantity, and prices of all descriptions had declined seriously 
towards the end of the year. Of lead, steel, and other metals, the 
quantity sold has been insignificant. Some of the iron mines in the 
southern provinces have lately been producing iron of a superior descrip- 
tion, of which large quantities have found purchasers in Osaka, and, 
when better known, will probably supersede to a great extent English 
iron. ; 

' Sugar.—Deliveries have fallen off, being only 42,934 piculs, against 
55,500 piculs the previous year, A good demand for Formosa kinds 
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existed in August, September, and October, but large arrivals subse- 
quently depressed the market, which is supplied principally by the native 
sugar produced in the district of Satsuma, of which considerable quantities 
are annually imported. 

Cotton.—Total sales of China cotton amounted to 4,958 piculs, against 
17,400 piculs in 1874, In the month of November news arrived of a 
partial failure in the China crop, and some attention was in consequence 
directed to Japanese staple, resulting in the settlement of about 6,000 
piculs at 19 dollars to 23 dollars. The damage to the crops proved, 
however, to be much less serious than was at first’ supposed, and, as the 
Shanghae market showed no market upon the above quotations, the 
greater part of the purchases still remain in the country. ‘The native 
crop being also fairly up to the average, the Japanese found it unneces- 
sary to draw their supplies as in previous years from China to the same 
extent, and consequently imports fell as above quoted. 

Peas.—A large quantity, 37,644 piculs, has been imported from China 
during 1875. 

Kerosine Oil.—The trade in this article is now assuming considerable 
importance, sales having increased to 73,872 cases during the year, 
against 28,300 cases in 1874. Prices have, however, declined very mate- 
rially, especially since the month of May, and at the close of the year 
were quoted at 2 dols. 30 c. to 2 dols. 50 ec. per case, or I dollar per case 
less than the average price during 1874. Complaints have recently been 
made that the Japanese occasionally purchase empty tins of Devoes and 
other well-known brands for the purpose of filling them with inferior oil 
of native manufacture, which is then disposed of as a genuine article. 
This practice is not only detrimental to trade, but fraught with consider- 
able danger to the innocent consumer. 

Rice.—In consequence of the high price of native grain, a small 
quantity of Saigon rice was imported during the year, but the result was 
not satisfactory. 

Sundry Imports.—Amongst these dyes give a value of 61,375 dollars, 
safflower of 163,020 dollars, and sundries, including machinery, foreign 
clothing, medicine, and all articles imported and sold to Europeans, 
874,327 dollars. This is, however, exclusive of machinery and materials 
imported for the railway, mint, and other Government works, the value 
of which is considerable. 

Arms have of late entirely disappeared from the list of imports. The 
use of foreign clothing generally has likewise greatly decreased, and the 
prices obtained recently for such articles as singlets, drawers, &c., have 
been but a small percentage of invoice cost. 

Many goods formerly imported in large quantities, such as army 
boots and shoes, umbrellas, &c., are now manufactured in Osaka. 


; 


Exports. 


The total value of exports for 1875, exclusive of treasure, is estimated 
at 3,092,405 dollars against 5,751,155 dollars for the previous year, 
showing the remarkable decrease of 2,658,750 dollars, so that the 
increase in value gained in 1874 has been lost in 1875. This is attri- 
butable to a decline in the value of tea, the entire suspension of the 
export of rice, and a considerable falling off besides in the shipment of 
all miscellaneous produce. 

Tea.—The total export for 1875 was 7,649,020 ibs., against 
7,091,165 Ibs. in 1874. Although the quantity was slightly in excess of 
the previous year, the value, in consequence of a decline in price, shows 
a deficiency of 856,921 dollars. Of the above quantity 10,050 lbs. were 
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shipped to London, 16,200 lbs. to Canada, 6,139,030 lbs. to the United 
States direct, and 1,483,740 lbs. coastwise to Yokohama. It will thus 
be observed that the total direct foreign export was less than in 1874, 
but a large proportion of the tea to Yokohama was prepared here for 
shipment, and is included in the foreign export thence, merely for the 
convenience of the shippers, who obtain Consular invoices there. In 
addition to the exports by foreigners, large quantities of tea have been 
sent forward by native merchants to Yokohama for sale upon that market, 
no reliable statistics of which can be obtained. The actual product of 
the district is, therefore, very much larger than is shown by the export 
figures. 

j During the early part of the year business in the leaf was unusually 
dull, in consequence of the unsatisfactory quality of the supply on offer, 
and the extreme prices asked. The new crop made its appearance upon 
the market on 10th May, and the supply was at first limited, prices 
opening at an advance of 2 dollars upon the rates previously ruling. 
Quotations, however, after the lapse of a few days, rapidly declined as 
arrivals increased, and with a temporary rally in June, September, and 
early in December, have tended downwards throughout the year, closing 
at a decline of 9 dollars per picul upon those ruling at the same period 
in 1874. Choice teas, however, have not shared in this depreciation, but 
have almost maintained their value throughout. Prices of good medium 
have ranged during the year as follows :— 


Per picul. 
Season 1874-75— Dollars. 
January .. oe os oe ~. odo tO 3/ 
February .. se a a oo | 30 38 
March ee ee ee ee ee 34 36 
April 35 “s oe ee «» None 
Season 1875-76— 
May so 50 ate ae ae | pORU ORS 
June a8 48 5 oe ee 36 
July oi 40 ee a vs Oe 33 
August .. te ee ee oss pod 32 
September . ae a 4c ve lod 32 
October .. Be ae as oa beg 31 
November ss We aa Re ete) 30 
December .. oe a AG AP i 29 


The quality of the crop, 1875-76, was fully equal to that of the 
previous season, and the proportion of fine to other grades was again 
larger. The grades above fine, however, do not keep up the proportion 
to the entire production which they bore when the latter was smaller, 
and these teas have, therefore, been comparatively scarce. This may be 
accounted for by the increasing cost of labour, which prevents the dealers 
from subjecting the leaf to careful sorting w hen gathered. 

The new plantations within the limited area open to the investigation 
of foreigners continue to increase, and there 1s every reason to expect a 
considerable augmentation of the export during 1876. 

It is estimated that the crop in 1875 was lar ger by upwards of 20 per 
cent, than ever it was before, and there is no doubt that there is still a 
plentiful supply in the interior, but w hich, owing to the low rates offered 
by foreigners, in sympathy with the continued adverse advices from 
America, holders are loth to put on the market. 

The truth is there is a struggle going on_ between China and Japan 
for the patronage (if I may call it so) of the United States. At present 
Japan teas are most in favour, but this came about by the former high 
prices that had to be paid for China green teas, and ae excessive adul- 
teration they were subjected to. 
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Now, however, this is not the case, and green tea in China is as 
cheap as Japans, and it remains to be seen what will be the end of the 
excessive supplies grown in this country. Within the last four years the 
export from Japan has increased about one-third, the price in America 
as gradually declining, teas being worth there about two-thirds of the 
amount they realized a few years ago. 

The Japanese growers do not seem to comprehend that the depre- 
ciation in values is to be accounted for by the fact that supplies largely 
exceed the demand, and also that the deterioration in the quality has a 
great deal to do with it, and instead of paying more care to the cultiva- 
tion of the plants, and particularly to the preparing of the leaf, they 
content themselves with planting more trees, expecting by increasing 
the quantity to make up for depreciation in values, a fatal error, and one 
which they may regret by and by. Even now complaints are constantly 
received that Japan teas are very inferior in make to what they were, 
the leaf being carelessly grown and picked. On the other hand the 
Chinese are, as is characteristic of them, doing all they can to regain 
their footing, and many people are of opinion that green teas will in turn 
supplant Japans. ‘This wouid be a serious blow to the country. 

Rice.—This article, the export of which during 1874 represented a 
value of 796,390 dollars, is entirely absent from last year’s statistics. 
The prohibition against foreign shipments imposed in August 1874 was 
remoyed in April 1875, but the extreme range to which prices attained 
towards the close of the year prevented exporters from taking advantage 
of the withdrawal of the restriction; prices have since, however, had a 
downward tendency, and closed in December at 2 dol. 35c. per picul, 
although still too high to admit of profitable operations. 

Copper, Bronze, §c.—A gradual decline of these metals must be 
noticed during the last few years, the figures being 11,878 piculs in 
1875, 17,532 piculs in 1874, and 24,428 piculs in 1873. The Japanese 
Government persistently refuses to allow the assistance of foreign capital 
in working the mines, and the production being in the hands of a few 
monopolists unprovided with the necessary appliances, renders the eost 
so high as to shut them out of the European markets. With the excep- 
tion, therefore, of a trifling shipment of 80 tons. to London, the whole of 
the export has, within the past twelve months, been taken by India and 
China; prices of slab copper have risen gradually during this period 
from 23 dols. 25c. per picul in January, to 24 dols. 37 c. in December. 
There is no doubt that if this valuable metal were properly worked it 
could be produced at a price that would admit of its being largely 
exported to London, where its superior quality gives it a higher value 
than the best Chili bars. 

Bronze ornaments have now become very scarce, and have almost 
disappeared from the list of exports, and the same remark applies to 

uns. 
: Tobaceco.—Shipwents of this leaf continue to fall off, having been only 
5,416 piculs in 1875, against 9,649 piculs in 1874, 10,440 piculs in 1873, 
and 22,780 piculs in 1872. As mentioned in my last report, the growers 
will not take proper care in the sorting and drying of the leaf, in conse- 
quence of which neglect at least three-fourths of the shipments arrive 
upon the London market in the state technically known as “ country 
damaged.” ‘This is the more to be regretted, as in consequence of its 
absorbent nature Japan tobacco, which otherwise possesses no good 
quality, is coming into favour in London for mixing purposes, and sound 
leaf has been sold as high as 8d. or 9d. per 1b. In consequence, however, 
of the impossibility of obtaining it in proper condition, the trade is year 
by year attracting less attention on this side. A partial failure of the 
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crop tended, no doubt, to diminish the export in 1875, but there is no 
reason why the growth should not be largely increased, and very ordinary 
care in harvesting the crop wonld render it a most profitable one to the 
farmers. Prices have been low throughout the year, in consequence of 
the inferior quality on offer, some purchases being reported at under 
4 dollars per picul. Well cured leaf ought to bring from 6 dollars to 
8 dollars per picul, and if the stems are removed, even more. 

Camphor.—This commodity has been exported to the extent of 
7,804 piculs, of which 4,803 piculs were shipped to London. Prices 
have ruled steadily at between 11 dels. 50¢. and 138 dollars per picul. 

Curios. —Exports under this head have increased during the year to 
177,050 dollars, of which 36,000 dollars’ worth went to London, and 
139,050 dollars to the United States. Large quantities of inferior 
porcelain and lacquered ware are now being manufactured for export. 

Fans.—The exportation of fans has assumed such considerable propor- 
tions as to need some remarks. 

The export of fans from Hiogo and Osaka in 1875 was about 
3,000,000, valued at 90,000 dollars. This large increase, compared with 
former years, doubtless is due a good deal to the Centennial Exhibition 
at Philadelphia. 

Almost all fans are shipped to the United States, there being but a 
limited sale for them in England, and I doubt if they have been very 
extensively tried in other countries. 

The trade in America is in the hands of a few houses who have 
almost a monopoly, and the prices realized we presume are satisfactory to 
them. But it is a business which requires great experience, and one 
which, like the trade in curios, few people can “compete in. 

Osaka is the principal city for the manufacture of the “ ogi,” 
folding fans, which are those almost exclusively exported, all bcipions 
of the bamboo kind being made there, the figures, writing, &c., being 
executed in Kiyéto. The prices vary from 12 sen to 30 yen per 100, and 
even occasionally higher figures than this are given. The bulk, however, 
consists of the low-costing goods. The Japanese, however, get their 
supplies for home consumption from Nagoya, and these are cheaper, 
although, perhaps, less endurable than those made for export. 

The superior fans, called ‘‘ uchiwa,” are manufactured at Kiydto, and 
are extensively used by the better classes of Japanese, children, &c., 
while the inferior kind of the same description come from Fushimi and 
Tokid. The following extract from the “ Hiogo News” of 24th Novem- 
ber, 1875, regarding Japanese fans and their manufacture, may be 
interesting to quote :— 

“Like many otber manufactures, the principle of division of labour 
is carried out a long way by this branch of industry. The bamboo ribs 
of the fans are made in Osaka and Kiyéto by private people in their own 
houses, and combinations of the ,yarious notches cut in the lower part is 
left to one of tke finishing workmen, who forms the various patterns of 
the handles according to plans prepared by the designer. In like manner 
the designer gives out to the engravers the patterns that his experience 
thinks will be saleable for the season next ensuing ; and, when the different 
blocks have been cut, it still rests with him to say what colours are to be used 
for each part of the design, and what different sheets are to be used for 
the opposite sides of each fan. In fact, according to our informant, this 
official holds, if not the best paid, at any rate the most important, position 
on the staff in ordinary ; just now, however, his talents are to a great 
extent thrown into the shade. Foreigners have kad fans made orna- 
mented with flags, with pictures of the exhibition, with advertisements, 
and with other eccentric devices, and the only choice left is the choice of 
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colours. When the printed sheets which are to form the two sides of 
the fans have been handed over to the workman, in company with the 
sets of bamboo slips which are to form the ribs, his first job is to fold 
the two sheets which are to form the fan, so that they will retain the 
crease. This is done by putting them between two pieces of heavily 
oiled paper, which are properly creased.. The four are then folded up 
together, and placed under pressure. When sufficient time has elapsed 
the sheets are taken out and the moulds used again, the released sheets 
being packed up for at least twenty-four hours in their folds. The next 
process is to take the ribs (which are temporarily arranged in order on a 
wire) and “set.” them into their places on one of the sheets after it has 
been spread out on a block and pasted. A dash of paste then gives the 
wood work adhesive powers, and that part of the process is finished by 
affixing the remaining piece of paper. Three or four times the fan has 
to be folded up and opened before the folds get into proper shape, and 
by the time the fan is put by to dryit has received an amount of handling 
that no foreign paper would endure; in fact, on our mentioning that that 
was our opinion, the workman said that foreign paper bad been tried, 
but had been relinquished as unsuitable for the work, though with great 
care they had been able to make some fans with printed patterns which 
had been sent from America, but they were invariably compelled to use 
one face of Japanese paper. The qualities of native paper now used are 
not nearly so good as those of which»the old fans were made, and, in 
consequence, the style of manufacture has had to be changed. Instead 
of first pasting the two faces of the fan together, and then running in 
painted ribs, the ribs are square, and (as said before) pasted in their 
places. The outside lacquered pieces and the fancy work are all done in 
Osaka and Kiydéte, and some of the designs in gold lacquer on bone are 
really artistic, but the demand for the highly ornamented class of goods 
is not sufficient to encourage the production of large quantities of first 
class work. When the insides are dry the rivetting of the pieces together 
(ineluding the outer covering) is rapidly done, and a dash of varnish 
quickly finishes the fan. The highest priced fan that was ever used in 
the days of seclusion from the outer world was not more than 5 yen. 
Since foreigners have been here, however, some few have been made to 
order as dear as 10 dollars and 15 dollars each. The general prices of 
ordinary fans range from 50 sen per 100 to 15 yen per 100, though 
an extraordinarily expensive fan is turned out at 50 yen per 100. The 
number of fans in order for the Exhibition amounted to over 800,000, 
and they will cost about 50,000 dollars. ‘The sale of fans in olden times 
seldom exceeded 10,000 a year for the whole country, but there have 
been (independent of the Exhibition -fans) nearly 8,000,000 exported 
from this place and Yokohama during the past twelve months. The 
TOkié fans ‘surpass those made in this neighhourhood in design and 
neatness of style, and also in price.” 

It will be seen the above remarks refer only to the folding fan, the 
“ce O ie? 

Dees, — The trade in this article, which is exclusively in the 
hands of the Chinese, has increased from 2,286 piculs, valued at 75,212 
dollars, in 1874, to 6,238 piculs, valued at 198,416 dollars, in 1875. The 
export has been entirely to Shanghae and Hong Kong. 

Seaweed.—This produce is likewise bought exclusively by Chinese, 
and has been exported to the extent of 30,821 piculs, against 63,565 
piculs in 1874. The falling off has been occasioned by the low prices 
ruling in the Shanghae market. 

Vegetable Waxz.—The export of this article has been somewhat 
stimulated by the low prices ruling, and amounted to 10,056 piculs 
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against 7,410 piculs in 1874. Prices opened in January at 11 dols. 50 c., 
but although refiners asserted that lower rates would not induce pro- 
duction, a rapid decline took place, and the bulk of the purchases was 
made between 9 dollars and 10 dollars per picul, whilst in December the 

value had fallen to 8dols. 50c. The consumption in London has, how- 
ever, greatly fallen off within the last few years, owing to previous high 
cost of the article, which has induced buyers to substitute petroleum and 
other cheaper materials, and even the above low prices have not left a 
profit to shippers. Wax is now generally prepared in square cakes in 
place of the old saucers, by which a saving in freight is effected. 

The remaining exports include 802 piculs of waste silk, valued at 
81,360 dollars, 27 55 head of cattle, valued at 65,972 dollars, and a 
variety of miscellaneous articles dealt in by Chinese, ‘the most important 
of which are mushrooms, valued at 69,169 dollars, and béche-de-mer, 
valued at 30,150 dollars. 

The serious falling off in the value of the foreign export trade of this 
district is a subject well worth the attention of the native Government, 
affecting as it does the revenue of the country as well as the prosperity of 
its inhabitants. The purchasing powers of the latter are already sensibly 
impaired, and unless some change for the better takes place will speedily 
be still further diminished. There is no reason why the production of 
copper, camphor, tobacco, wax, and other articles, for which a ready 
market exists in Europe, should not, under favourable circumstances, be 
largely increased, and ‘millions of acres of waste land be thus made to 
contribute to the wealth of the country. 


SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION. 


The movements of foreign vessels visiting this port during the year 
1875 have been as follows :— 

109 British vessels, of 86,582 tons, entered and cleared, showing a 
decrease of 24 vessels and 7,672 tons as compared with the previous 
year. 

194 American vessels (including mail steamers), of 179,468 tons, 
entered and cleared, being a slight decrease of 2 vessels, and 1,005 tons, 
against the year 1874. ; 

24 German yessels, of 5,460 tons, entered and cleared, being a 
decrease of 20 vessels, and 10,172 tons, as compared with the past 
year. 

2 French vessels, of 520 tons, also entered and cleared during the past 
year. 

The total number of foreign vessels that entered and cleared the port 
of Hiogo in 1875 amounted to 335 vessels, of 453,958 tons, being a 
decrease of 44 vessels, and 18,682 tons, against 1874, As in the past 
year, the American mail steamers touching twice a week at this Port 
supplied the greater portion of the American tonnage. These steamers 
are now under the Japanese flag, and, run with commendable regularity. 
They are commanded and officered by foreigners. 

3 British vessels sailed with cargoes for the United Kingdom 
direct. 

1 British vessel cleared for New York with a cargo of tea. 

The decrease in foreign trade has very materially affected the 
quantity of tonnage that has passed through the port during the past 
twelve months. It should be noted, however, as partly accounting for 
the deficiency, that in the month of October the Pacific Mail Company 
sold the steamers with which, since 1868, they have been running the 
line between Yokohama and Shanghai, to a native company which goes 
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under the name of the Mitsu Bishi Steam Navigation Company, and that 
these vessels, although still employed in the same trade, being now under 
the Japanese flag, have since that date ceased to appear in the returns of 
tonnage. The number of vessels that have loaded for foreign ports has 
been small and freights have sustained a gradual decline. To New York 
the rate by sail has fallen from 55s. per ton of 40 feet to 35s., and to 
London from 70s. per 50 feet to 50s. Coals freights from Nagasaki to 
Yokohama have been steady at 2 dollars per ton. 


CURRENCY. 


Number and denomination of coins struck at the Osaka Mint from 
February to December 1875 :— 


Gold (5 yen) .. < is on ar 175,000 
Silver (900 standard)— 
One yen . ‘e re Ar a 115,000 
Trade dollar ne xe he La 97,000 
Subsidiary silyer— 
20sen .. ae ar ae de 296,000 
10 sen .. - a ote Ps 8,977,000 
sem .. ae +a ok de 5,675,000 
Copper— 
PBEM. <6 “6 Se Me P .. 22,286,000 
A) a .> se ae .. 29,814,000 
AIREN Lie ie Ne oe .. 15,305,000 
Pain, a as Ha te AD 3,038,000 
Coins struck .. Bin +. 85,778,000 


Valued at 3,151,073 dollars. 


Therefore in making allowance for the quantity of coins struck in the 
month of January, nearly 100,000,000 coins were struck at the Osaka 
Mint during the year 1875. 

The value of gold yen in February was quoted 33 per cent. discount, 
and gradually increased until, in July, it had risen to about 1 per cent. 
discount, at which rate it stood with little variation until the close of the 

ear. 
7 The change of the standard coin from silver to gold in Germany will 
most probably still further affect the value of gold yen, as doubtless large 
withdrawals will be made for shipment to Europe 

Exchange on London has been very prejudicial throughout the year 
for suitable returns being made for imports. For in January six months’ 
sight drafts on London were procurable at 4s. 24d., but declined until, in 
July, only 4s. 1d. could be obtained, at about which rate exchange stood 
until the close of the year. 

The remarks on the following three points may be of interest at the 
present monetary crisis :— 

1. Regarding the low rate of exchange ruling in England. 

2. The marked scarcity of Japanese gold coin circulating in the 
country. 

3 The cause of the late falling off in the amount of gold coined at 
the Imperial Mint at Osaka. 

1, The low rate of exchange ruling between Japan and England is 
the effect felt here of the immense quantities of silver now produced by 
the mines of Nevada and California, and the late change from silver to a 
gold currency adopted by the Government of Germany. The only large 
market for silver is the East India, the Straits, China, and Japan, as now 
silver is coming forward to this market in excess of what the market 
actually requires, the price of it, based on the value at home, naturally 
declines, hence the low rate of exchange ruling. 
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2. Regarding the marked scarcity of Japanese gold in circulation, the 
silver supply of the world being in excess of the relative, or comparative, 
gold supply, the demand for gold is greater than the demand for silver. 
Gold and silver haying in Japan a fixed value (from Japan having a 
double standard), cheap silver or its equivalent in produce is imported 
into Japan, and paid for by produce and gold, the gold representing the 
balance of trade against the country. 

As Japan has had to pay foreign countries both for imports and for 
the services of her foreign employés considerably more than the value 
of what has been exported, a drain has been made on the gold in the 
country, hence the scarcity of it as a circulating medium. 

Contrary to advice given to the Government at the commencement of 
the new coinage, Japan insisted upon haying a “ double standard,” that 
is that both gold and silver are legal tenders, and bear to each other a 
fixed arbitrary value. The effect of this is simply what was foreseen by 
her advisers when recommending a single standard, that as silver became 
cheaper elsewhere, gold would flow out of the country, without letting 
the country have the relative advantage in value. 

Had the standard of Japan been silver, and the coin of account and* 
legal tender been in silver yen, this coin, which has now been legalized in 
Singapore, in Canton, and in the’ fubhien Province, would, sooner or 
later, from its purity, good workmanship, and the fact of its characters 
being for the most part Chinese, have become the circulating coin of 
China. Gold in Japan-being then subsidiary to silver, and a marketable 
commodity, would have been bought for its intrinsic worth, and would 
not have left the country, except for what it was worth in the circulating 
medium or legal tender of the country. 

3. Regarding now the cause of the late falling off i in the amount of 
gold coined at the Mint. 

For the first two or three years of the Mint, the conversion of the 
old native gold currency, “‘ obangs, nibukin,”’ &c., into gold yen, and the 
large importation of gold bars from San Francisco, gave considerable 
work, and greatly swelled the returns of gold coined. . 

Now, the conversion of the old into the new coinage being nearly 
complete, and the total cessation of the import of gold from other 
countries, has made the Mint dependent on the supply of gold from the 
native mines, the out-put of which is comparatively small. 

Ratlways.—The railway in operation between Kobé and Osaka, and 
the branch line from Osaka to Atikawa (together twenty-two miles) has 
continued to be worked with regularity and freedom from accident. 

During the year, ending December 1875, 1,067,868 passengers were 
conveyed paying fares amounting to 285,109 yen. ‘The sum received for 
passengers’ luggage, parcels, fea. 1, was 6, 946 yen, and for goods freight 
9,800 yen. The weight of goods carried was 116,171 piculs, and the 
total receipts for all kinds of traffic amounted to 251,855 yen. 

On the extension from Osaka to Kiyoto, about twe nty-seven miles in 
length, the railway works are repor ted to be in a foyward state. The 
line in its course has to cross several rivers of importance, one of which 
requires a bridge of iron 1,800 feet long, and home has had to be 
founded nearly 100 feet below the level of the railway. “Lhere are other 
works said to be in proportion, but now generally in such an advanced 
condition that, as anticipated lest year, it is fully expected the public 
opening from Osaka to Kiyoto may take place early in the ensuing autumn. 

Beyond Kiyéto no works have as yet been commenced, but further 
surveys towards the interior have, it is understood, shown the ascertained 
practicability of the contemplated trunk line to Yedo, and of a connecting 
line from Niigata, 
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Mines.—The gold and silver mines at Ikuno in the province of 
Tajima, situated about sixty miles from K6bé continue to be profitably 
worked. The value of the yield is now about 30,000 dollars per month, 
and the clear profits are estimated at 60 per cent. of this amount. The 
mines find employment for 1,000 native workmen, who are superintended 
by a French chief engineer who is assisted by nine French miners. It 
is expected that in four or five years’ time copper of the finest quality to 
the extent of some two tons per day, valued at about 700 dollars, will be 
obtained from these mines. 

The prefitable exploration of the Ikuno mines under the superinten- 
dence of foreigners is a forcible example of what foreign enterprise could 
achieve in working the mineral wealth of Japan to the enrichment and 
general prosperity of the country. ; 

The blind policy so obstinately pursued by the Japanese Government 
in prohibiting (with but one or two exceptions) the working of their gold, 
silver, and copper, and other mines by foreigners is greatly to be 
deplored, and tends considerably to the impoverishment of this fine 
country. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The Recreation Ground, situated on the eastern boundary of the 
foreign settlement, was, in August last (after several years of opposition 
by the Japanese Government), placed under the management of the 
Municipal Council for the use of both foreigners and Japanese. It is now 
being tastefully laid out in walks, and a large space has been turfed over 
for a ericket field, with an adjoining croquet lawn. 

The buildings, &e., of the Japan Paper-making Company, alluded to 
in my last report, are fast progressing towards completion, and it is 
expected that the wok of converting rags and other materials into pulp 
or “half-stuff’”’ for the use of paper manufacturers in Europe and 
America will soon commence. 

No public buildings of any consequence have been undertaken 
during the past year, excepting the new Japanese gaol, which is much 
larger and more substantial than the former small gaol; the prisoners 
are, howeyer, still crowded up when occasion requires it in a most 
unwholesome and repulsive manner. 

The pit into which dead criminals used to be thrown has been filled 
in, and they are now buried in the usual Japanese custom. All execu- 
tions at present take place within the prison walls. 

I may mention that two new cambers, or small harbours, have been 
constructed on the east and west of this foreign settlement, and of 
sufficient depth to allow cargo-boats to enter in at all states of the, 
tide. ' 

The British community at Hiogo, exclusive of children, numbered 163 
persons on the 31st December last, which is a decrease of thirty-two 
persons as compared with the number of British residents in 1874. 


OSAKA. 


I regret to have to report that the trade of Osaka (so far as foreigners 
are concerned) has been gradually declining, and at present is most 
insignificant. 

The connection between the two ports of Hiogo and Osaka by railway 
has greatly tended to centralize foreign trade at Hiogo, and in conse- 
quence the foreign mercantile community of Osaka has almost entirely 
removed to this port. Notwithstanding the cessation of the foreign 
trade of Osaka the commercial activity of the natives appears to continue 
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and to prosper, judging from the fact that the Japanese steamers enter 
and clear from Osaka almost daily to and from the inland sea, laden with 
Japanese produce, and from Yokohama with foreign goods purchased by 
Japanese merchants on the spot and imported into Osaka. 

As the foreign trade has now almost disappeared from Osaka, I am 
unable to give a list of the produce offered for sale, but will briefly state 
that the foreign trade of Osaka during the past year has amounted in imports 
from England and other countries to 605,510 dollars, showing an increase 
over that of 1874; but in exports the amounts show 566,587 dollars in 
1874 and only 225,021 in 1875. 


INDUSTRIES. 


The paper mill alluded to in my last year’s report is now making 
paper of a light quality, and also packing paper, and is successfully 
worked. 

The Sugar refinery has stopped working, and has proved a losing 
undertaking. 

The glass manufactory is doing fairly and is now making bottles, 
lamp-chimneys, and also lamps, but the making of window glass has not 
as yet been successful. - 

The knitting, machines have proved of the greatest use to the 
Japanese in Osaka ; they are now manufacturing drawers and singlets at 
such cheap rates, and of such fair quality, that foreign imported goods of 
these kinds can no longer compete with those made on the spot., These 
articles of import can be said to be now lost to foreign enterprise. 

Bleaching of cotton is progressing most favourably, and will seriously 
interfere with the sale of white shirtings. 

Hats and caps made of silk and other material are made in Osaka to 
a considerable extent, and at such low prices as to defy all foreign com- 
petition. ; 

Iron has been so largely imported into Osaka, and the price is so 
low, that the further importation of this metal can only be at a loss for 
some time to come. 

Since the disastrous fire in Osaka in February 1875, by which 1,117 
houses were destroyed, the streets in that locality, as well as in some 
others, have been widened, and many of the streets of Osaka now present 
a much better appearance than they did formerly. 

Two new bridges are in course of construction: one of these leads 
from the foreign settlement to the city, and is made partly of iron and 
wood. 

A large building hasbeen erected in the centre of Osaka, which is 
used as a High Court of Appeal, and is required to meet the wants of the 
new judicial system adopted by the Japanese Government, and which 
makes Osaka one of the High Courts of Appeal. 

‘There is a Mission of the Church of England in Osaka maintained by 
the Chnrch Missionary Society, in connection with which a small chapel 
has been built for native services in the foreign settlement. 

In conclusion, I would draw attention to the fact that a number of 
British residents in Osaka has diminished from fifty in 1874 to twenty- 
four in 1875, and of this latter number only about eight are residents ia 
the foreign settlement, the remainder being employed on the railway 
works near Kiyéto, and at the Mint and colleges. 

T haye, &e. 
(Signed) A. A, ANNESLEY, 
Acting Consul. 


Cotton manufactures. 


Metals. 


Arms and ammunition. 


HIOGO AND OSAKA, 


December 31, 1875. 


From ENGLAND AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 


Total value, 5,354,917 dollars. 


27 


(No. 1.)—Rerurn of the Import Trade of Hiogo, for the Year ending 


Woollen and cotton manufactures. (Total value, 870,367 dollars.) 
' Mixed woollen and cotton goods 


oe . 


. Yards 


(Total value 1,359,256 dollars.) 


Shirtings . oe as .. Yards 13,700,141 
Velvets .. fe ae ie oa 564,898 
Taffachelas AB oe Sn rt 615,104 
Cambrics oe ae + 1,116,256 
Dyed cottons Bt e ' eh, 929,660 
Cotton yarn ee -» Piculs 2,382 
Chintzes .. oe .. Yards 940,971 
Cotton satins ae ae 361,515 
7-cloths .. 4 ats Be 424,417 
Victoria lawns ate ee se sy 287,532 
Cotton prints ae 6 5 217,696 
>» damasks a An i ss 53,577 
>» singlets and drawers .. es Doz. 269 
>, thread an A .. Catties 1,721 
Turkey reds nD aie AS oe 
Cotton fabrics, sundries ‘ aa 
Total Ac ne aie 
Woollen manufactures. (Total value, 916,004 dollars.) 
Camlets .. oy as e. Yards 112,814 
Long ells . wie if, We oy 38,832 
Flannel ae be Ae, AS 59,121 
Woollen cloth es F os 1,735,501 
Sy SCTIPCS |) vss nie seul Was 7,715 
Lastings .. oe : a ess 243,023 
Orleans .. ae Pe p 973,767 
Mousseline de laine . He ve aa 
Lustres .. Br te ve a We 
Blankets .. aa dis as Libs: 81,979 
Italian cloth Ae ve ards 61,795 
Bunting . wie Fe ts a aie 
Woollen fabrics, sundries... .. Yards 884,300 
Total oe 


. oe 


4,356,910 


(Total value, 333,437 dollars, including articles for 


use of Japanese Government, value 115,878 dollars.) 


Iron, manufactured . 
» pigs ¢ 
wire re 
>» ware P 
Steel AO 
Steelware ._ 
Lead, pigs 
Tin Ais 
», plates . 
Spelter and zinc 
Brassware . 


oF 


Total me 


Ags .. Piculs 
2) 
3? 
4 A 
«> /Piculs 
e +? 
= .. Cases 
Piculs 


39,143 
31,824 
282 


(Total value, 2,056 dollars) 


Dollars. 


657,461 
132,159 
112,351 
95,388 
65,092 
64,358 
54,841 
54,135 
24,852 
20,396 
14,268 
12,390 
7,211 
1,651 
42,703 


1,359,256 


29,613 
11,769 
14,462 
392,738 
5,637 
44,266 
175,435 
42,708 
15,367 
184,009 


916,004 


870,367 


148,263 
41,177 
2,127 
117,897 
7,757 
1,954 
3,114 
6,070 
1,745 
1,811 
1,522 


333,437 


2,056 


JAPAN, 


Dollars, 
Miscellaneous, foreign. (Total value, 1,112,753 dollars, in- 
cluding articles of use for Japanese Government, value 
225,030 dollars.) 
Canvas .. ae ¥ .. Yards 16,617 2,991 
Carpets .. on ad : oe a 3,785 
Cement ; St an 51,430 
Cigars—~9% -. Piculs 28 4,871 
Clocks .. o me 8,388 
Clothing . we 5 2,518 
Confectionery and preserves y. a an . 1,599 
Beer, wine, and spirits— Dols. 
Beer and porter .. a. . 28,183 
Brandy 4 4,105 
Champagne 1,656 
Gin as 1,671 
Liquew - 1,088 
Sherry .. at 3,690 
Whisky : 1,104 
Claret .. xe 2,424 
43,871 
Butter .. ws a 6,365 
Drugs .. a He “a 29,947 
Dyes te A at z 38,143 
Flour oe at ‘ 5,412 
Furniture . 3,819 
Furs and skins , 5,548 
Ginghams ae as 1,957 
Glassware . a es 3,685 
Hats an He ae ale He at 6,151 
Hides .. 0 ‘a ae bicnls 813 7,054 
Hooks oh a 465 aS a 7,071 
Horns .. Be .. Piculs 159 2,314 
Instruments, drawing and scientific a ot ao 6,590 
Lamps .. oe an . «5 Bs 8,762 
Lead, red.. ie ae +. Piculs 127 1,093 
Leather A aS 3 904 32,171 
Liquors, miscellaneous : fs £; 5,763 
Machinery # ite as 179,746 
Matches .. aie e° ate es 17,602 
Medicines . Gis aie NG 45,800 
Oil, castor ar 1,504 
>, kerosine ae ue 166,772 
», miscellaneous . > 3,368 
Oil-cake . 3,863 
Paint oil and painters’ colours a ae 5,828 
Plated ware F be ah - 13,690 
Porcelain vs “hr 5 uh a 7,561 
Provisions 5 . ea BO 19,440 
Quicksilver ap i -» Piculs 195 18,903 
Quinine .. ue ne . Catties 40 1,247 
Railway plant Re . ae oe 7,950 
Saddlery .. oe an : oe ais 5,770 
Shoes .. us , - Pairs 2,703 3,785 
Soap, scented aie a 5 aS is 4,368 
a Dana 465 38 - Piculs 2,245 9,827 
Stationery oe We a ne ‘ 8,232 
Stoves and fittings .. ae «e ats 73 1,573 
Sugar, loaf hs is .. Piculs _ 110 1,494 
Steamers .. ys a : . + 6,000 
Tapestry .. 35 oe : ‘ 7,569 
Tea-lead . ae oe 5 7,920 
Tobacco, cut on A ; 1,438 
Towels .. ‘ es oe . is 5,239 
Twines .. Ree aye ni Oc ae 6,628 
Umbrellas as aie 3 ee aa 18,645 
. Watches .. aie oe oe ‘ z 6,521 


~~ 


H10GO AND OSAKA, 29 
Dollars. 
Window-glass : a 23,792 
Sundries .. Sa 209,380 
Total ae L,ll25783 
Miscellaneous, local or Eastern produce. (Total value, 
761,044 dollars.) 

Sugar, brown we ve ElCUls 43,964 169,631 
»» white Hh a 20,919 169,501 
» candy > 2,436 24,443 

Cotton, raw He, re ss 2,872 32,122 

Safflower .. fe ne 128,750 

Peas and beans oa Piculs 34,085 90,558 

Vermilion ce a 238 Bee e3) 

Rattans .. =. elt ae 1,543 7,153 

Camphor, refined .. . oF 11 6,249 

Musk aise aa : -. Catties 129 9,681 

Putchuck . es ae .. Piculs 97 1,398 

Indigo us ae 65 1,192 

Garrow-wood “e + 21 2,963 

Sapan wood we 9 1,985 5,406 

Chinese paper ws e. ee ae we 23,676 

Bae Re ‘ ar cs Eicule 134 3,915 
Synge ia a : -. Pieces 5,015 14,678 
>» Vice ee aa .. Piculs 930 1,878 

Tortoise-shell re ne a es 5,378 

Alum ae ae +. Piculs 889 1,000 

Saffron .. ae 7 i AA 4 2,009 

Rhinoceros’ horns .. F - 18 7,559 

Walrus’ tusks ne 7 ae 2 nis! 2,906 

~ Mats 76 ae os 5 oo 5,302 
Sundries .. ue =. a3 9,921 
Total. . iv de ne i 2 761,044 
RECAPITULATION, 
Dollars 
Cotton manufactures Rr a ahi 1,359,256 
Woollen a ate Ae « 916,004 
Cotton and woollen manufactures - we | SAOSH4 
Metals . Ar on c ea -OOps4or 
Arms and ammunition ., oh ; a 2,056 
Miscellaneous, foreign .. an : 1,112,753 
a Eastern or local produce i - 761,044 


——* 


Total value of import trade . 


»» 9,054,917 
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No. 2.)—Return of the Export Trade of Hiogo for the Year ending 


Becember 31, 1875. 


Exports To ENGLAND AND OTHER COUNTRIES, 


Silk— 
Waste ee 
Coarse (noshi) 
Tea— 
Superior 
Dust 


Bancha .. 


Copper, miscellaneous 


Wax 

Tobacco 

Camphor An 

Dried fish— 
Awabi a 


Cuttle-fish. . 
Béche-de-mer 
Sharks’ fins 
Shell-fish .. 
Dried shrimps 
Miscellaneous 


Miscellaneous — 


Mushrooms 
Seaweed, uncut 
ae cut 


Isinglass 
Cocoons, waste 
Coal wa 

2 oe 
Awabi shell 
Drugs : 
Ginseng .. 
Fans : 
Bronze 

> ware 

Lacquer ware 


Cotton piece goods 


Plants 
Provisions 
Porcelain ware 
Screens .. 
Silk piece goods 
Timber’) dice 
Umbrellas 
Beeswax 
Sulphur 
Cotton, raw 
Acid, sulphuric 
pf nite 


Oil, rape seed 
Peony bark . 
Rags 

Candles 

Hats se 


. Piculs 


3) 


” 


Tons 


. Piculs 


Pio) 


(Total value, 2,813,102 dollars.) 


Value. 


Dollars. 
9,489 
2,640 


1,632,329 
12,289 
1,380 


- 


Dollars. 


Value. 


od 


12,129 


1,645,998 
208,218 
93,277 
38,018 
56,119 


124,314 
97,147 


57,731 
152,386 
4,735 


3,048 
3,010 
12,038 
18,142 
79,721 
5,980 
9,861 
27,124 
15,342 
3,204 
2,598 
19,415 
1,255 
1,284 
7,606 
3,807 
3,002 
4,149 
5,402 


3,004 
3,351 
2,899 
1,467 
1,270 
1,678 


HIOGO AND OSAKA, 31 
Value. Value. 
Dollars. Dollars. 
Shoes, .&c... ee : nc 4,282 
Woollen cloth ar : A 21,012 
Machinery .. or : ale : : 1,731 
Gloves ie - : 2,020 
Live stock.. ai . , 1,046 
Sundries .. : ae 53,284 
Total .. ae 2,813,102 
RECAPITULATION. 
Dollars. 
Silk .. te ue we ae fr 12,129 
ECR. ive ay ' oe ee 1,645,998 
Copper : : ae : 208,218 
WAX «6 ° aA 0 E 93,277 
Tobacco mG 38,018 
Camphor 5 : 56,119 
Dried fish oe i -124,314 
Miscellaneous .. - 635,029 
Total value of export trade .. - 2,813,102 


(No. 3.)—Rerurn of all Foreign Shipping Entered and Cleared at the 
Port of Hiogo, during the Year ending December 31, 1875. 


Nationality. 


British, general. . 
American, ditto. . 

” 
French general .. 
German, ditto ., 
Dutch, ditto .. 
Russian, ditte .. 


Total 


mail steamers .. 


Entered. Cleared. 
Number. | Tonnage. | Number. | Tonnage. 
Re 54 42,947 55 43,635 
a 8 4,522 8 4,522 
89 174,946 89 174,946 
2 520 2 520 
ll 2,480 13 2,980 
9 ““o7o| 2 970 
166 226,385 169 227,573 


Total entered and cleared :—335 vessels of 453,958 tons. 


(No. 4.)— Return of all Duties collected on Imports and Exports, and 
of Shipping Dues, at the Port of Hiogo, for the Year ending Decem- 


ber 3], 1875. 


Import duties 
Export duties 
Shipping dues 


Total 


[650} 


Nature of Dues. 


oe 


Amount. 


Dollars. 
219,553 


100, 
5, 


325, 


117 
812 


482 
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(No. 5.)\—Return of Treasure Imported to, and Exported from, the 
Ports of Hiogo and Osaka, during the Year ending December 31, 1875. 


Imported— 


From England and other countries... 


Open ports in Japan 
Total Imported .. 
Exported— 
To England and other countries 
Open ports in Japan S53 
Yokohama, on Government hecownt., 


Total Exported .. 


Total Imported and Exported 


Value. 
Dollars. Dollars. 
76,000 
236,370 
312,370 
8,478,341 
1,860,155 
1,386,000 
6,724,496 
7,036,866 


(No. 6.)—Rerturn of the Foreign Firms and Residents at the Portof 
Hiogo, for the Year ending December 31, 1875. 


Nationality Number Number 
: of Firms, of Residents. 
British ao an 2 30 163* 
American ae os os 6 44 
German ai ss ll 56 
French ae oe 2 Ie 
Italian ar oe on On ae 
Dutch . as i 6 34 
Swiss a oe 1 2 
Austro-Hungarian ois . ds 5 
Portuguese oe a . oe a 
Spanish ee : me te a's 
Danish a a4 Me 
Swedish and Norwegian , ae 3 ee oe 
Greek . ae se as sie 1 
Russian ata is 7 a we 
Total .. 56 323 


Chinese in Hiogo, 248, according to Japanese official Return. 


Chinese in Hiogo is suppused to be considerably greater. 


* Exclusive of 48 children. 
+ Exclusive of 25 children. 


The number of 


t Including 9 French citizens employed at the Ikuno mines near Hiogo. 


~_ 
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(No. 7.)\—Return of the Import Trade of Osaka for the Year ending 


3lst December, 1875. 
Imports rromM ENGLAND AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 


(Total value, 592,475 dollars.) 


Cotton manufactures (total value, 20,758 dollars) — 


Shirtings, grey an ve .. Yards 236,310 
Turkey reds ae xe Sos il 27,840 
Taffachelas ae an ie 0 12,000 
Cotton velyets re ra AG B3 5,085 
Total. .« as aa a fe 

Woollen manufactures (total value, 1,000 dollars) — 
Camlets, English .. ee oe ards 2,900 
Cotton and woollen manufactures ne ns ae 


Metals (total value, 77,157 dollars, including articles for use of 
Japanese Government, value, 5,703 dollars)— 


Tron es Ap we Sc an Bt 
>» Manufactured .. 3 +. Piculs 6,138 
» plates an AD e wa 5c 
»» Pig : is SSE 3,373 
y» ware,. ae oe aig 416 * 
>> wWwire.. ve ae ate s 1,554 

Lead, pigs ne ne esha 3s 2,680 
» plates hie ee An sis pe 

Spelter and zinc .. ae nay etsy) 103 

Steel es “ Ae tal nas s 405 

Tin < as ae Ba ge 169 
», plates a oa .. Cases 267 


otal .-. oe ae a8 ain 


Arms and ammunition we ws ee a 
Miscellaneous, foreign (total value, 86,510 dollars, including 
articles for use of Japanese Government, value, 9,131 


dollars )— 
Glass, window 6a es .. Cases 1,075 
Leather .. ae sis. oe Piculs 963 
Quicksilver ais °s Sout 12 
Soap, bar. . Be : ade) 8 726 
Drugs .. ee ee an is 
Furniture... cs aie as is 
Oil, kerosine and naptha a5 lhles¥s 573 
Gas fixtures 4 xs we Be ae 
Bricks .. m4 * cc ‘ - 
Glassware . 54 nich NG at sig 
Sundries .. a . ee ee ir 
Wotals, PY Ae we AC 
Miscellaneous, local or eastern produce (total value, 419,985 
dollars) — 
Cotton, raw Ae or -. Piculs 85 
Sugar, white oe we ad Mane 26,691 
», brown ay ave Sik eats 16,717 
1, candy oe aie a ats 985 
Safflower... at are fe ae we 
Vermilion he te ey 57 
Dyes .. 4 oe es ae 
Camphor, refined .. me RioM a ylisz 2 


Value. 


Dollars. 
13,910 
3,131 
2,424 
1,293 


20,758 


1,000 
Nil. 


1,776 
23,875 
1,880 
4,660 
1,969 
12,729 
18,043 
1,163 
1,460 
3,202 
4,077 
2,323 
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JAPAN. 
Value. 
Dollars. 
Horns, bullocks’ a5 .~ liens 1,223 13,142 
Biides 9 05's 247 1,607 
Horn, rhinoceros . <a 13 2,562 
Hoofs ; ; is 448 5,548 
Putchuk ., r FO ae 165 2,449 
Rattans .. Z F 1,225 7,525 
Rkubard .. 5 . a 943 12,233 
Sapanwood ine Yn 394 1,111 
Musk ft, te .. Catties 92 6,201 
Garrowood F .. Piculs 8 1,001 
Gall-nut .. : Ae ie By & 11,602 
Hemp .. . ‘ Ae 3,569 
Paper, Chinese F f 3h ie vi 9,390 
Tortoiseshell 5 es «. Catties 792 1,249 
Wood, red . ws .. Piculs 654 1,375 
Rice, Chinese be 830 1,651 
Sundries .. BA se ei 17,216 
Totai . <a AS i + 419,985 
RECAPITULATION. 
Dollars. 
Cotton manufactures bie oe 20,858 
Woollen ditto .. Ac 50 ae Be 1,000 
Cotton and woollen ditto .. we AS Nil.” 
Metals... ay fe 77,157 
Arms and ammunition ie ae a nie Nil. 
Miscellaneous, foreign +e oe Ar «| 867510 
Ditto, local, or eastern produce ac Ons «. 419,985 
Total value of Import Trade ». 605,510 


(No. 8).—Return of the Export Trade of Osaka for the Year ending 
31st December, 1875. 


Exports To ENGLAND AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 


Total value, 221,092 dollars. 


Value. Value. 
Silkk— Dollars. Dollars, 
Coarse (“ Noshi’’?) .. .. Piculs 21 1,890 
Waste At ste enenra's 24 960 - 
— 2,850 
Tea, Bancha .. ars ae 298 te 1,400 
Copper— 
Sundries a “i es 5 1,336 27,987 
Wire ie A ute Be 1,869 
29,856 
Wax— 
Vegetable .. aa a a5 955 8,986 
Bees’ ig Hd ncoeeeay 82 3,700 
od 12,686 
Camphor se ad athlete 3,696 Ae - 43,629 


HIOGO AND OSAKA. 


Value. Value. 
Dried fish— Dollars. Dollars. 
Awabi é 5 Piculs 89 1,287 
Cuttle-fish ., y . 1,814 30,261 
Béche-de-mer mn 4 103 5,834 
Sharks’ fins .. an vs 12 1,356 
Shell-fish : re 82 1,095 
Kaiba-shira a 124 2,605 
——_———_ 42,438 
Miscellaneous— 
Seaweed, uncut ae ‘ Po 3,057 4,966 
nia ee 1,216 3,262 
8,228 
Tsinglass ote : 24 486 15,769 
Mushrooms .. A 4. Gs 546 25,154 
Horns, deer .. , 1,000 
Oil, rapeseed... . 3 a 722 3,138 
Peas and beans He Poa 176 1,472 
Peony-bark . a ee as 677 3,861 
Cassia ae ie ; ‘ 1,000 
Drugs a eS as 2,078 9,823 
Ginseng % ee 82 we 7 11,017 
Umbrellas a at 2 aie 1,100 
Sundries ws : ia : AG ae 10,600 
Total .. 225,021 
RECAPITULATION. 
Dollars. 
Silk es ry ie ? 2,850 
Tea Ar ‘ Of as mS: ne 1,400 
Copper .. ° a ne es 29,856 
Waris. a “ Pa) ait gon) 25686 
Camphor “ on a AD 43,629 
Tobacco or ne —_ 
Dried fish ea oe 42,438 
Miscellaneous... 46 Oe oe 92,162 
Total value of export trade 225,021 


(No. 9.)—Return of Duties collected on Imports and Exports, and 
of Shipping Dues at the Port of Osaka, for the Year ending Decem- 


ber 31, 1875. 


Import duties 
Export duties 
Shipping dues 


Total 


| Nature of Dues. 


Amount. 


30,862 
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(No. 10.)—Rerurn of Treasure Imported to, and Exported from, the 
Port of Osaka, during the Year ending December 31, 1875. 


Nil. 


Nors.—Since the opening of the railway between Hiogo and Osaka, all treasure 
passes through Hiogo, and is therefore included in the Hiogo Return of Treasure. 


(No. 11.)—Return of the Foreign Firms and Residents at the Port of 
Osaka, for the Year ending December 31, 1875. 


Nationality. 


British 
American 
German 2 
French ae oe 
Dutch . so an 
Austro-Hungarian 
Portuguese 
Spanish . 
Swiss . ee . 
Danish ae oe 
- Swedish and Norwegian . 
Italian . 
Greek . 
Russian ae oe 


eo 


Total 


Number Number of 
of Firms. Residents. 
2 24* 
1 14 
1 5 
1 7 
2 24f 
1 4 
‘ 1 
8 79 


Chinese in Osaka, 50. 
* Inclusive of 16 British subjects employed on the Railway, Mint, Colleges, &c. 


+ Including children. 


(No. 12.)—Rerurn of all Foreign Shipping Entered and Cleared at the 


Port of Osaka during the Year ending 


December 81, 1875. 


Entered. Cleared. 
Nationality. ae 
Number. | Tonnage. | Number. | Tonnage. 

British, general. . 1 628 1 628 
American, ditto.. 1 300 i 300 
French, ditto .. A . oe 8 : 
German, ditto .. oS Be 4e 40 on 
Dutch, ditto .. 50 des 55 a 
Russian, ditto .. 1 471 1 471 

Total 3 1,399 3 1,399 


[weet TE eee, 7 a 
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- (No. 13.)—Starement showing the total of the Trade and Shipping of 
the Ports of Hiogo and Osaka, for the Year ending December 31, 


TS75; 
Dollars. 
Imports from England and other countries, exclusive of treasure— 
Hiogo.. oe a if ie coe Grad Peary 
Osaka he PA 6 am ae a 605,510 
Total Imports for Hiogo and Osaka ia -- 95,960,427 
Exports to England and other countries, exclusive of treasure — 
Hiogo .. Ae ae ~ te esp 2o8 Looe 
Osaka ate be cua as ave ie 225,021 
Total Exports for Hiogo and Osaka oe ei uo. lacdloc 
Total Imports and Exports, excluding treasure -. 8,998,550 


TreasuRE IMPORTED INTO AND ExportTeD FRoM H10Go AND OSAKA. 


Dollars. 
Imported from England and other countries. . ds Sc 312,370 
Exported to England and other countries .. S 4 -» 6,724,496 
Total of Treasure imported and exported he .. 7,036,866 
SHIPPING, 
Hiogo. Osaka. Total. 
No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 
Foreign vessels— 
Entered .. --| 166 226,385 3 1,399 169 227,784 
Cleared 5 pe 169 227,573 3 1,399 172 228,972 
Potala @.4 ae ae oe ee 341 456,756 
Forricn Firms anp ResIpDENTs. 
Hiogo. Osaka. 
Firms. Residents. Firms, Residents. 
56 333 8 79 
Total Firms and Residents, Hiogo and Osaka— 
Firms... ae 5 an An ve 64 
Residents ar fi a0 ne re 412 


Torat DuTIES COLLECTED at Hioco AND OsAKA AND SaHippine Dogs. 


Dollars. 

Import duties .. os os os +» 240,328 
Export duties .. me ie oe ner LOM Be 
Shipping dues .. Ne me ‘ +. 5,882 
Total ee oe on +» 356,344 


(Signed) A. A. ANNESLEY, Acting Consul. 
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KANAGAWA. 
Consul Robertson to Sir Harry Parkes, K.C.B. 


Sir, British Consulate, Kanagawa, May 8, 1876. 

I Ave the honour to furnish you with a report of the trade of this 
port for the year ended December 31, 1875, accompanied with the 
following returns :— 


Inclosure 1. Return of the Import Trade. 

. Return of the Export Trade. 

Return of Shipping. 

. Return of Export and Import of Treasure. 

Return of Duties collected on Imports and Exports, 
with a Return of Shipping (entrance and clearance) 
fees, and storage charges. 

e 6. A Return showing the number of British residents and 

British firms, and the number of foreign residents 
and foreign firms at this port. 


9 


” 


” 


Ors oo bo 


99 


I proceed to compare the trade of 1875 with that of 1874. The 
figures for 1875 show as follows :— 


Dollars. 
Imports at ote ay th: -- 21,953,909 
Exports ae ps ie ‘3 .. 12,466,730 
34,420,639. 


being an increase of 5,125,768 dollars on the trade of 1874. . 
The following are comparative tables for the two years :— 


1875. 1874. 
Dolars. Dollars. 
Imports se = ne 21,953,909 16,716,298 
Exports =A ae as 12,466,730 12,578,573 


34,420,639 29,294,871 


Or to particularize :-—~ 


Imports. 
1875. 1874. 
Dollars. Dollars, 
Cotton manufactures - ses 7,229,603 7,092,252 
Woollen manufactures .. He 2,867,543 1,210,824 
Mixed cotton and woollen . Ae 1,072,292 884,121 
Metals . a ai fa 655,408 ~ 742,039 
Arms and ammunition .. - 42,520 16,342 
Miscellaneous, foreign .. ae 7,009,960 4,069,790 
Miscellaneous, local fe ifs 3,006,583 - 2,700,930 
Total .. i ..| 21,953,909 | 16,716,298 


rn 
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EXpoRrTs. 
1875. 1874. 
Dollars. Dollars. 

Silk, raw ae tie 5,424,916 5,295,190 
Silkworm-egg cards oe 474,921 731,275 
nea. ‘44 ae 4,813,458 4,843,357 
Copper ee 184,710 265,378 
Cocoons 5 ; 248,416 242,862 
Lacquer-ware . 128,334 164,955 
Tobacco 5 % 43,925 31,660 
‘Wax .. os AD 2,640 2,579 
Coal .. aa an 23,957 14,870 
Dried fish He 153,414 193,196 
Miscellaneous ar a6 968,039 798,251 

Total .| 12,466,730 12,578,573 


In imports— 


Dollars. 
Cotton manufactures exhibit an increase of . ae 207,351 
Woollens an increase of . < 1,656,719 
Mixed cotton and woollen an increase of ine 188,171 
Metals a decrease of cs si aia nie 86,631 
Arms and ammunition an increase of ie oa 26,178 
Miscellaneous, foreign, an increase of ae -. 2,940,170 
Miscellaneous, locai, an increase of 305,653 
In exports— 
Silk shows an increase of . Fe oe SF 129,726 
Silkworm-egg cards a decrease of .. ~s aa 256,354 
Tea a decrease of ae aie as ee 29,899 
Copper a decrease of .. ae nie Ne, 80,668 
Cocoons an increase of .. an ne SA 5,554 
Lacquer-ware a decrease of aa ee are 36,621 
Wax an increase of ne es oh Ms 61 
Coal an increase of ne ee SG 9,087 
Dried fish a decrease of 8 ae es 39,782 
Miscellaneous an increase of an re ais 174,788 


The above figures show an increase in the import trade for 1875 of 
5,237,611 dollars as compared with 1874, the export trade of the past 
year exhibiting only a small decrease, namely, 111,848 dollars on that of 
1874. 

In my summary for 1874 I had to chronicle a diminution in the 
import trade of this port as compared with 18738 of 2,819,460 dollars, 
and the above figures show that the trade has quite recovered itself, being 
5,237,611 dollars in excess of the import trade of 1874, and 2,418,151 
dollars in excess of that of 1873; taking into consideration the fact that 
the values of most articles of import have ruled very much lower during 
the past year, it must be acknowledged that so far as the elasticity of the 
trade is concerned the above figures are by no means discouraging. 

It does not, however, always follow that a profitable trade results 
from an increased importation, and I am still induced to believe that the 
number of merchants here continues to bring about active and very 
serious competition ; moreover, the fact of so many commercial disasters 
having occurred in the China and Japan trade shows that profits have 
dwindled down almost to nothing, whilst losses are at times very 
heavy. 
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The successively declining rates in the home markets for all classes of 
textile fabrics during the last year have naturally had their effect here, 
and when the depreciation in the value of silver, which, of course, affects 
the remittances made from here, is considered, the fall in goods has been 
a very serious one. Most of the merchants here endeavour to sell at the 
best rate dbtainable on arrival, but in a limited market like this such a 
course is, I fear, very difficult, and at times probably impossible. As 
those interested in the trade know better than I do the large difference in 
prices ruling at the close of 1874 compared with those in 1875, it would 
serve no good purpose in a report of this nature to go into detailed 
particulars. There is no doubt that goods have been bought on a lower 
basis, but not sufficiently so to come out without loss, 

I proceed now to make some remarks on those articles of import 
which seem most to demand comment. 

Cotton yarn again shows a considerable increase, being 34,302 piculs 
in excess of the previous year, but probably this has only been obtained 
by considerable concessions in price being made by importers. 

The chief demand is for the lower qualities of 16—24, the best yarns 
not realizing as a rule as comparatively good prices. 

Shirting exhibit a decrease of over 10,000,000 yards. There is little 
doubt that the increased consumption of yarn has somewhat militated 
with that cf shirtings, the native probably finding that they can work up 
yarns into cloth more adapted to their requirements than the ordinary 
shirtings imported here. As has been the case in yarns the demand has 
been for lower qualities. It would therefore seem to be useless to raise a 
voice against the alleged use of injurious ingredients in their manufacture 
when shirting so made up appears to suit the tastes of native customers 
who are fully alive to. what they are purchasing. 

T-Cloths seem to require no comment. ‘The demand is fitful, and, 
like “ drills,’” is to a great extent dependent on the requirements of the 
naval, military, and other departments of the Government. 

Chintzes.—The small importation of these goods in previous years has 
caused them somewhat to recover their position, for I find that the impor- 
tation is more than double that of the previous year. 

Cotton Satins, or Imitation Italian Cloth, figures in the returns for 
nearly four times as much as in 1874, and prices, which I am led to 
believe have been by no means favourable to importers, have probably 
stimulated consumption. 

Taffachelas.—The importations have been on a par with the previous 
year, a fact somewhat difficult to be accounted for, unless the fact of 
prices haying ruled cheaper than last year, and yet failing to attract 
buyers, and stocks being reported by the Chamber of Commerce at 
64,260 pieces against, 25,000 in 1874 seems to confirm the remark made 
in my last report as to the native manufactures of this description of 
goods having been resumed, 

The variation in other cotton goods is unimportant; they show, 
however. for the most part, an increase. The comparatively msignificant 
item of cotton singlets and drawers should not be passed oyer without 
remark. 

In 1873 the import of this class of goods figured at 139,913 dozen, 
valued at 508,146 dollars; in 1874 the import had fallen to 48,337 dozen, 
valued at 169,202 dollars, while during the past yéar only 6,382 dozen 
were imported, valued at 50,579 dollars, This would go to show either 
that the taste for western clothing has not been maintained, or, what is 
perhaps a-sounder conclusion, that the importations in former years were 
largely in excess of the native requirements. 

Woollen goods.—The import in 1875 is valued at 2,867,548 dollars 


-_ 
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against 1,210,824 dollars imported in 1874, an increase of 1,656,719, 
accounted for by the large importation of French Mousselaines, which 
figure alone for 2,393,157 dollars in 1875 against 971,325 dollars in 
1874. 

In a memorandum on printed mousselaines (written in Paris), which 
has been kindly placed at my disposal, the difficulties attendant on the 
manufacture of printed mousselaines are commented on, more particularly 
in respect to two classes of these goods known as “ Itashimes” and 
“guzens”’ so as to exactly suit the taste of native consumers. These 
difficulties are summed up under three headings. 

1. The impossibility of producing the exact shade of a silk crape. 

2. The difficulty in matching a given shade of a dyed or printed 
mousselaine. 

3. The difficulty of guarding against different shades appearing in the 
yarious designs even when these are printed at the same time. 

“These differences result (I here quote from the Memorandum) from 
the nature of the designs, some requiring a deeper engraving and depos- 
ing consequently more colour upon the cloth than others. 

“ Complicated designs presenting much detail are apt to come up 
paler than those showing much ground. The state of the weather at 
the time of washing and steaming the goods has also a varying effect 
upon the shades. 

‘The above remarks apply more particularly to the quality known as 
Itashimes.”’ 

In respect to zuzens, great perfection has been attained in the designs 
of these. Owing to difficulties raised on account of alleged differences 
in shade or other trifling variations printers refuse to accept orders unless 
some latitude is allowed to them, and further, as the printers are depen- 
dent on the engravers, they refuse to guarantee delivery of goods bya 
fixed date. 

It would seem that the printers enjoy, owing to their limited numbers, 
a monopoly of the business, and are thus in a position to compel com- 
pliance to their conditions. 

From the specimens of printed mousselaines that I have seen, I am 
fully able to confirm all that is said of the exceilence to which the 
-printers of these in France have attained. 

Check Lustres, known to the Japanese as ‘‘shimagoros,” figure as a 
separate item in the returns for the past year. It is probable that they 
have been previously included under the heading wool fancies, 

Blankets. —An increased import in these is a noticeable feature. 

Cloth Although the import of this has remained stationary, and 
stocks decreased, prices have not improved, which leads me to the belief 
that the natives are not as a rule sufficiently well off to pay a remunera- 
tive price for the staple. 

Mixed Ootton and Woollen goods exhibit an increase of 188,171 
dollars. 

Italian Cloth, for which there has undoubtedly been more demand at 
a reducti‘n in price, figuring for an increase of 158,308 dollars, and 
“ Orleans” and ‘“‘lustres’ for 350,583 dollars, while under the heading 
woollen and cotton mixtures there is a decrease of 297,448 dollars. It 
is difficult, however, to reconcile the quantity of the last mentioned 
(woollen and cotton mixtures) with the value given in the Custom-house 
Returns. 

Arms and Ammunition.—The increased import is attributable no 
doubt to the Formosan difficulty, and the prospect at one time of 
hostilities with Corea, but it will be seen from a note under the heading 
miscellaneous foreign, that although the quantity of arms and ammunition 
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on the market was comparatively small yet a large amount was imported 
on Government account. 

Metals.—Import in 1875: 655,408 dollars against 742,039 dollars in 
1874, the decrease in the import value of metals appears to have been caused 
more by their lower value than by anything else, as there is an increase 
in the quantity of pig and manufactured iron, markedly in the latter, 
forming apparently the ebief feature in the business, which has, I am 
informed, resulted in considerable losses. 

Miscellaneous Foretgn.—The. total under this heading in the returns 
for 1874 was set down at 4,069,790 dollars, but of this 1,259,115 dollars 
were in respect to articles on Government account which are made out 
on a separate return in the statistics of Trade kept at the Board of 
Revenue. 

The miscellaneous foreign returns might therefore have been stated at 
2,810,675 dollars, exclusive of articles on Government account. 

The returns for the past year exhibit under the heading of miscel- 
laneous foreign an amount of 3,890,425 dollars, while articles on 
Government account show for the same period a total of 3,119,585 dollars. 
The total import of 1875 uuder miscellaneous foreign amounts to 
7,009,960 dollars. The increase as regards articles other than those on 
Government account is markedly in kerosine, beer, wines, and spirits, 
medicines, clocks, canvas, stationery, and silk piece goods. 

As regards medicines and clocks, the opinion is that the trade 
has been oyer-done, and that prices have not been on the whole 
remunerative. 

Kersoine exhibits a considerable increase over 1874, but to the dis- 
advantage of those engaged in the business. Some outlet must, however, 
be found for the surplus production in America. 

Of the amount of 3,119,535 dollars for articles on Government 
account, 1,808,609 are for arms and ammunition ordered, I presume, in 
anticipation of hostilitities with China in connection with the Japanese 
expedition to Formosa. 

Blankets also under this heading figure for 179,020 dollars. 

Miscellaneous Local exhibit an increase of 805,653 dollars, the chief 
item, sugar, showing an augmented import of over 700,000 dollars in spite 
of general complaints of the unsatisfactory condition of this trade, which, 
to a great extent, is in the hands of the Chinese. 

Raw Cotton shows a diminution of over 200,000 dollars, which, how- 
ever, is considered a good feature, as this diminished import has increased 
the consumption of cotton yarn. 

In a general summary of the trade, which is usually made at the 
Legation on the receipt of the reports and tables from the different 
Consulates, the sale of four'steamers to the Japanese at this port in the 
year 1875 is doubtless worthy of note. Of these, one was British, sold 
for 166,250 dollars, and three were American, sold for 585,800 dollars— 
total 752,050 dollars. 

I proceed to review the business done.in the staple articles of export. 

The export of raw silk in 1875, figures according to Custom-house 
Returns, at 11,813 piculs 87 catties, valued at 5,424,916 dollars. The» 
exports for 1874 having been 9,775 piculs 73 catties, valued at 5,295,190 
dollars. An increase is thus exhibited of 2,088 piculs 14 catties in 
quantity, and of 129,726 dollars in amount. 

A glance at these figures will show that much lower prices have 
been ruling for this staple throughout 1875 than during the preceding 
year. 

Computing the quantity shipped in bales, I find the export in 1875 
to be 14,598 bales against 11,985 bales exported in 1874. 
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The season’s shipments for 1874-75, that is, calculating from the 
Ist July 1874 to the 30th June 1875, a mode of calculation more in 
favour amongst business men both with regard to silk and tea than the 
one which comprises the export between January 1st and December 31st, 
amount to 11,941 bales, which is the shortest export of the fourteen 
seasons commencing from that of 1861-62, with the exception of 
1870-71 when the Franco-German war was raging, and the consumption 
of silk was considerably curtailed in Europe. 

In reviewing the silk trade of this port, I have to consider the cir- 
cumstance that the season’s export was comparatively a low one. My 
remarks will consequently be based on this fact, and I shall endeavour to 
show the causes that have induced this falling off in the export, 
notwithstanding that the year’s returns show a large increase over 
1874 in the quantity shipped, and a small increase in the value of the 
shipments. 

Before going into the cause of this decline, I proceed to trace briefly 
the course of the silk market throughout the year 1876. 

The year opened with an unsold stock on the market of about 1,600 
bales. Business throughout January was very limited, the native silk- 
men being unwilling sellers, and holding off in expectation of higher 
rates. Owing, however, to the generally inferior quality of the silk 
offered, the tendency of prices was downward, all round parcels of hanks 
ranging from 465 dollars to 490 dollars per picul. 

In February there was a little more doing than in the preceding 
month. Native silkmen, whilst still holding their best silk out of the 
market, showed more disposition to part with the current and inferior 
descriptions at reduced prices. All round parcels of hanks, No. 24, ranged 
from 450 dollars to 475 dollars per picul; current and _ inferior 
descriptions, No. 3 and 4, fell from an average figure of 440 dollars to 
420 dollars. 

Oshins meanwhile remained scarce and firm. 

In the early part of March the chief business done was in medium 
and common hanks at a further reduction, best sorts being still held 
firmly and kept out of sight, whilst oshins were scarce and maintained at 
high prices. At the close of the month medium hanks were neglected 
and the better sorts aitracted more attention. 

Oshins were in active demand, and several parcels were settled at an 
advance. Common hanks, No. 3 and 4, fell from an average price of 
440 dollars in February down to 375 dollars. No. 25 parcels ranged 
from 480 dollars to 470 dollars. Good oshins 500 dollars to 520 dollars, 
best oshins 540 dollars to 560 dollars. 

April witnessed a considerable activity in all descriptions, the native 
dealers meeting the market freely. Hanks having been much pressed for 
sale, settlements of medium and common qualities were effected at a 
further reduction, but became much firmer again at the close, especially 
the better kinds. 

The continued scarcity of oshins, and the firmness of the native silk- 
men, hampered transactisns ; common hanks ranged from 330 dollars to 
360 dollars; good all round parcels, No. 23 from 410 dollars to 450 
dollars. Oshins without variation. 

Business in May was much restricted by the diminution of stocks 
and the undesirable quality of the silk offered. The near approach of 
the new crop caused dealers to be less firm in their demands, but previous 
quotations remained without notable change. 

The season 1874—75 drawing fo an end, some of the dealers were 
induced in June to dispose of their remaining stocks of hanks, whilst 
others still held out. Prices were therefore irregular, and in some 
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instances lower. Mainly owing to the mixed and inferior quality of the 
parcels settled, oshins remained firm and without change. 

Stocks at the end of June reduced to about 200 bales. Common 
hanks ranged from 330 dollars to 3860 dollars; all round, No. 24, from 
390 dollars to 420 dollars. 

Two small parcels of the new bank silk made their appearance 
on the market before the end of the month, and fetched respectively 
355 dollars and 380 dollars. They were mixed in size, cased, and far 
from clean. 

In July the settlements barely amounted to 150 bales, of which forty 
only were new silk, the latter fetching from 860 dollars to 380 dollars per 
picul; old silk consisting of common and inferior hanks fetched 
330 dollars. The arrivals of new silk during the month did not exceed 
fifty bales, reelers in the country having looked more to the requirements 
of the native manufactures than to those of foreign buyers, in con- 
sequence probably of the reports of low prices ruling in Europe. 

In August, silk coming in freely from the country met with ready 
buyers at a considerable advance on previous quotations, with a con- 
tinuance of good demand nearly up to the end of the month, when 
inquiries appeared to be checked by the growing pretensions of the 
holders. 

Good all round parcels of hanks, No. 23, ranged from 400 dollars 
to 420 dcllars; medium to common, No. 8 to 4, 870 dollars to 400 
dollars. 

The ebay of the medium hanks showed scarcely any improvement 
over the last year’s produce, but a few parcels of superior hanks fetched 
from 460 dollars to 480 dollars. 

Several lots from Oshin, native filatures, were settled for Continental 
buyers at 600 dollars to 630 dollars. Good ordinary oshins 520 dollars 
to 550 dollars. At the end of the month the stock had increased to 500 
bales. 

In September business was again very brisk, with gradually advancing 
prices for hanks, with the exception of the common sorts. Notwith- 
standing heavy arrivals and increasing stocks, oshin remaining in good 
demand and firm. 

Hanks ranged from 460 dollars to 490 dollars for best ; 400 dollars to 
435 dollars for good all round, No. 23; common sorts, No. 3 and 4, 
360 dollars to 400 dollars; best oshin 5390 dollars to 550 dollars; good, 
500 dollars to 520 dollars. At the end of the month the stock amounted 
to nearly 1,000 bales. 

October saw some fluctuations in the demand, but on the whole 
business was very active with stiffening prices. After the middle of the 
month the inquiry ruled chiefly on medium and common hanks, as well 
as on coarse oshin (hamatsukio), whilst the best description of both 
hanks and oshins were comparatively in less demand with a weaker 
tendency. Some parcels of filature silk fetched from 550 dollars to 
670 dollars for the Continent of Europe, and a small parcel for America. 
Stocks were again augmented, the arrivals from the country having been 
large. 

eest hanks ranged from 470 dollars to 490 ; good all round, No, 23, 
from 420 dojlars to 4385 dollars; medium to common, No. 3 to 4, 
370 dollars to 415 dollars. Stock at the end of the month about 1,300 
bales. 

In the beginning of November transactions continued large, and 
prices remained unchanged, but unfavourable advices from the home 
markets haying subsequently induced the native dealers to submit to a 
reduction in order to realize their stocks, a large business resulted at a 
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decline of 10 dollars to 20 dollars on all classes of silk, the heavier 
portion of the reduction falling on the better sorts of hanks, whilst 
medium to common descriptions were affected in a less degree. Oshins 
being in short supply took but a small share in the decline. Prices 
ranging for the best hanks from 450 dollars to 470 dollars ; good all round, 
No. 24, from 410 dollars to 425 dollars; common, No. 3 and 4, 360 dollars 
to 380 dollars. Good oshins 485 dollars to 510 dollars. Hamatsukis 
from 430 dollars to 470 dollars. 

December opened with a fair amount of business at the prices last 
established, the demand bearing chiefly on the common and inferior sort 
of hanks, whilst the better kinds were removed from the market by the 
native dealers. Later in the month very bad accounts from Europe 
caused buyers to offer considerably lower rates, but silkmen were 
aad to give way, and transactions consequently became very 
small. 

Best hanks ranged from 480 dollars to 450 dollars; good all round, 
No. 24, from 890 dollars to 405 dollars; common and inferior, No. 8, to 
4, 350 dollars to 360 dollars. Settlements of o-hins were limited. Good 
oshins 500 dollars to 520 dollars; Hamotsnkis nominally 420 dollars to 
450 dollars. The month closed upon a stock of about 1,200 bales. 

I have thus traced briefly the general character of the business in 
silk at this port during the year 1875, and while I have found it necessary 
to give quotations, for without these any review of the business would be 
very imperfect, I have endeavoured to avoid anything like complications of 
figures, or calculations which would be of comparatively little interests. 
Before going into the causes of the depression of the silk trade during 
the season under review, I proceed to give a brief retrospect of the 
business done in 1875. 

The first six months of the year cannot but have been very discourag- 
ing to the native silkmen, owing to the diminished value of the staple 
apparent in the monthly quotations already given. Exporters on the 
other hand seem to have had little reason to congratulate themselves, as 
prices at home were declining quite as fully and uninterruptedly as here. 
There is good reason for believing that the purchases of silk made at 
Yokohama from January to June, however low the figures at which they 
may have been made, left at best but a small margin after realization, 
whilst in not a few cases they resulted in more or less serious loss. 

As has been mentioned before only a few bales of raw silk made 
their appearance in June, that which arrived on the market in July gave 
rise to a yariety of opinions about its quality as compared with the 
produce of the preceding year. The new hanks were found generally 
fuller in size and of a good nervous body, but they were also much mixed, 
cased, and generally foul, in short, very little if at all better than the silk 
of 1874; considered even by some as not so good on the whole as that of 
the preceding year. It is known that at the end of June there was still 
in the interior a quantity of silk, the produce of 1874, estimated at from 
2,000 to 3,000 bales, which remained unso!d, and which must have even- 
tually found their way to this market mixed with the new silk and sold 
as such. 

As to quantity, the silk crop of Japan in 1875 is considered to have 
been abundant, more so than in 1874, but the quality of cocoons im 
general does not appear to have improved. 

Some provinces, that of osbin in particular, have shown a superiority 
over others in the quality of cocoons of 1875, the greater portion of 
ordinary hank silk from Joslim and Shinshin on the contrary seems to 
have been more than usually deficient in clearness. 

Whatever may be general opinion about the silk of 1875 it would be 
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unjust not to mention that a marked improvement has been found in the 
produce of several filatures erected in various provinces, especially of 
Oshin, Joslim, and Shinshin, from which silk has been turned out reeled 
upon the European system in a manner which reflects much eredit upon 
their owners and managers. Considerable quantities of silk from these 
filatures have been sold at Yokohama during the latter half of 1875 at 
prices ranging from 500 dollars to 680 dollars, independently of the 
produce of the Imperial establishment at Somtoka. There are good 
reasons for believing that the silks in question gave satisfaction to the 
Continental manufacturers who have used them, but it is not known that 
British consumers have tried them yet to any extent, noram I in a 
position to furnish information as to the profit or otherwise which has 
accrued to the exporters of those kinds. As they come nearer to Italian 
and French silk than the ordinary old-fashioned Japanese product, it is 
not improbable that they may partake in some measure of the present 
depression and neglect which weigh upon the best classes of European 
silk. 

I now proceed to offer an opinion as to the causes that have brought 
about the depression in the Japan silk trade, and upon the prospects of 
the industry and the trade of the future. 

I would beg here to recall attention to the fact that I am dealing with 
the season’s export 1874—75, that is from the 1st July 1874, to 30th June 
1875, and which, with the exception of the season 1870-71, exhibits the 
shortest export since the season 1861-62. 

The falling off does not seem to have been due to a deficiency in the 
crop of this country, but is probably to be ascribed on the one part to 
the diminished consumption of Japan silk in Europe owing to a generally 
acknowledged deterioration of quality, and on the other part to the 
increasing production in France and Italy of fine silk, the competition 
of which drove the Japanese product in a great measure out of the 
European markets. 

It must also be admitted that the unremunerative state of the 
foreign markets as against the high prices which were ruling here 
must have acted as a check on the operations of a good many of the 
shippers. 

It is no less curious that the demand for the best kinds of French and 
Italian silk has for some months past consideraby diminished, causing a 
gradual and continuous fall in prices, and that contrary to the hitherto 
universal practice, it is the lower classes of silk which are now more 
especially inquired after by reason of their low price. 

The change in fashion has lately brought low priced goods into favour, 
for which certain descriptions of silk are well adapted, notably China 
silk, the import of which into Europe has been largely increasing for 
some years past, whilst the cost of it is so low as almost to defy rivalry. 
Japan silk, from its having been generally reeled fine for foreign use, is 
assimilated in a greater degree to French and Italian silk, and con- 
sequently like the latter, suffers proportionately from the disfavour and 
decline of prices which have attacked the European products. 

A fact deserving of notice is that while in the first six months of 
1875 an export of about 5,088 bales only is recorded in the latter half of 
the year, some 9,510 bales were shipped from this port: 

This increase, however, I am informed, was not due to a revival of 
demand for Japan Silk, but can be safily ascribed to the unprecedented 
fall in the exchanges, which, on the one hand, was a no small incentive to 
speculators, whilst, on the other hand, the foreign houses who had returns 
to make for imports sold, were almost driven to resort to the shipment of 
produce, or, say silk, instead of remitting bills. 
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It is asserted that fully one-third of the shipments of silk in the latter 
half of 1875 was in return for imports. 

A somewhat novel feature has characterized the Japan silk trade of 
the past year in that there has been an increased demand by native 
manufacturers for the raw material. 

It would appear that the serious decline in prices which took place in 
the spring of 1875 caused a considerable increase in the consumption of 
silk by the native manufacturers; certain description of foreign woollen 
fabrics in particular which enjoyed a ready sale in the interior have been 
in a great measure replaced lately by mixed stuffs of silk and cotton of 
native manufacture. 

In July and August last when the new season’s silk made its appear- 
ance, the dealers who attended the inland markets to buy silk for 
Yokohama found themselves in the presence of manufacturers attracted 
by the low rates which were then ruling, and who drove them pretty 
hard, especially for the lower grades of silk. 

The demand for home use has been pretty well kept up since, the 
native looms seeming to be still busily occupied. 

This will explain to a great extent the scarcity which has been noticed 
for some time past of the commoner descriptions, and the late gradual 
elevation of prices of those kinds. ; 

It may thus reasonably be contended that the falling off in the exports 
of the first six months of 1875 is made good to a certain extent by the 
increase in the native consumption, and that the competition of the 
native silkmen if it continues, as is probable, so long as prices remain 
low, will tend to cause the retention in this country of a good proportion 
of the crop of 1875, abundant as it was; as a natural consequence it is 
not unlikely that the total export from this for the season 1875-76 will 
not exceed the ordinary average of about 14,000 bales. 

Having thus offered an opinion on the causes that have tended to 
bring about a decreased export of silk for the season under review, I 
proceed to offer a few remarks on the future prospects of the Japan silk 
trade, and in doing so it will be necessary to touch on the prospects of 
the same trade or industry in Europe. The fall in prices of all 
kinds has been so gradual and yet so continuous since 1870 that it 
is next to impossible to say whether or no the lowest point has been 
touched. 

Doubtless Japan silk has never been so depressed in Europe as it is 
at present, but it will be remembered that in 1860 and 1861 it was, or 
at least several kinds were, sold in this market at rates even below 
those which rule to-day, and yet offered at the time a sufficient 
profit or a sufficient inducement to producers to bring their silk here 
for sale. ; 

What has taken place before may occur again; it is therefore not 
impossible that prices in this country may remain for some time at the 
present level, or even further decline should they not be supported by 
demand for shipment. 

It is true that the native manufacturers are now competing in this 
very market with the foreign buyers probably because the change 
mentioned as having taken place has cleared the inland markets of the 
common descriptions which had hitherto been generally discarded by the 
shippers, but were sought after for the native looms, the possessions of 
which did not require so good a quality of silk as the foreign manu- 
facturers. 

It is probable also that a considerable portion of cocoons from which 
the full sized and common sorts of silk were formerly produced before 
the erection of filatures on the European system has been diverted to the 
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use of the latter, that consequently the qualities of silk adapted to the 
native consumption have been replaced by finer or better reeled sorts, 
which, by reason of their higher cost and fine quality, are less convenient 
for native consumers, and are in consequence neglected. 

On the other hand the disposable quantity of common sorts having 
proportionately diminished, their market value has naturally increased in 
the same ratio, and explains the fact, which is very rare, of country 
dealers coming to Yokohama to buy silk in opposition to the foreign 
houses, hence the possibility of prices being maintained on this market 
so long at least as the demand continues to prevail. 

The fact, however, must not be lost sight of that there are in the 
interior considerable stocks of cocoons which are not reeled yet, and the 
produce of which will eventually find its way to this or the inland 
markets in one shape or another. 

Again, the better classes of home reeled or filature silks which the 
holders are indisposed to part with at present cannot be held on for any 
great length of time, and will have to be sold sooner or later at such 
prices as circumstances will admit. 

So much for the prospects of the silk industry in Japan. In Europe 
they are affected by considerations of a different order. Foremost there 
is the existence of very large stocks everywhere abroad, which proves a 
yearly increasing production in Europe as well as in Asia. 

Notwithstanding that the consumption of silk has for the last year or 
two been going on ‘at an unprecedented rate, production has, it would 
appear, everywhere exceeded consumption. Henee the continuous 
depreciation of prices which are now at a point unknown since 1848, but 
nevertheless, silk continues to be pressed on the markets apparently 
regardless of cost. 

The Continental markets, and Lyons in particular, have shown far 
more weakness as regards prices, for certain classes of silk at least, than 
London, and the reason would seem to be obvious enough. In addition 
to French silk, the whole of which is consumed in France, Lyons has 
not only received a large portion of Italian silk, very little of which goes 
now to England, but three-fifths of the exports from China and Japan 
found their way in 1875 to the French or Continental markets, whilst the 
usual proportion previous to that time was almost the very reverse, that 
is to say, two fifths of the direct shipments for France or the Continental 
markets and three-fifths for England. 

The change which has taken place in this respect is now considered 
as disadvantageous. Lyons is far more a market for consumption than 
for speculation. The French houses, either from inability or indisposition 
to hold their stock,so firmly or so long as the London merchants, are 
generally looked upon as more ready sellers, especially so when stocks 
accumulate in their hands as they did in the last six months of 1875. 

It can be readily understood that in the face of a heavy production in 
France and Italy, and at the same time of heavy arrivals from China and 
Japan, the Lyons merchants had to press consumers and tempt them with 
low offers in order to move off their stocks, a notable portion of which 
(the best kinds of French and Italian silk) are, as has been mentioned 
above, for the moment without demand. Prices have been gradually 
declining, and although efforts have been recently made to arrest the fall 
there is nothing to show that these efforts have been, or are likely to be, 
successful. 

The London market has felt matters less than those of the Continent. 
Its stock is much lighter than that of Lyons, although the latter is nearer 
at hand to the bulk of consumers, and much lighter also than it has been 
for three or four years past; but it has now only a very limited 
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Continental demand to support it, and the requirements of the British 
consumers alone are unable to give it buoyancy and animation. 

I pass on to the question of production. In France and Italy it does 
not pay the agriculturists who rear silk-worms to go on with their culture 
if they cannot count upon selling the cocoons at prices higher than those 
which they obtained in 1875, and yet low as those prices were the reelers 
who paid them have had to sell their produce 10 to 15 per cent. below 
cost. 

It follows then that the latter will look to reduced rates in 1876 to 
— for what they lost, or stand to iose, by their purchases of cocoons 
in 1875. 

It then becomes a question whether cultivators in France and Italy, 
haying found last year’s prices unprofitable, will be tempted to continue 
in the face of possibly lower prices, or will they give up silkworm-culture 
altogether and turn their attention to something else? It is generally 
considered that nothing short of a deficient crop will restore courage to 
those engaged in the industry. 

The reduced export of Japanese silkworm eggs to Europe in 1875, as 
well as their doubtful quality, and, moreover, the possibility of unfayour- 
able weather while the new crop is being reared, have been discussed by 
some as grounds for anticipating a shorter produce in the spring. But it 
is obvious that such an oceurrence is not be relied upon, however accept- 
able it might prove to those who are in the position of profiting thereby. 
There is little doubt but that it is chiefly the low range of prices which 
has brought consumption to the unparalleled state of activity on the 
Continent of Europe. Either therefore prices will remain much about 
as they are and consumption continue on the present footing, or prices 
will rise and the demand may be checked to such an extent as to cause 
production to be seriously in excess of consumption, when a fresh reaction 
is pretty sure to follow. Any way it would seem to be clear that, if with the 
appliances they possess at present, and under the prevalence of moderate, 
not to say of low, rates, manufacturers can hardly work off the produce 
which is offered to them, they would still less be able to do so were it to 
be had in greater abundance. On the other hand, if a general impression 
of a somewhat diminished production was created even temporarily, the 
immediate effect of it would be to bring back a firmness which seems to 
have more less forsaken all the silk markets of Europe. 

It is now ascertained that the low prices at which silk piece goods 
can be, and haye been, produced within the past year in Europe fail not 
only to sufficiently remunerate the manufacturers but even to induce 
consumption on'an adequate scale 

Fashion apparently remains favourable to woollen goods, and adverse 
to plain black silks, especially in America, direct orders or commissions 
from whence are far more restricted than previously ; whilst in lieu of 
them manufacturers have resorted to large consignments on their own 
account and risk, the result of which has been lately anything but 
satisfactory. 

Whether the falling off in the direct demand from that quarter is 
owing to the excessive import duty of 60 per cent., to the unsuccessful 
competition of native manufacturers, or to a preference for woollen goods 
over silk, it is no less certain that the American market, which used to be 
one of the greatest consumers of European silk goods, offers far less 
advantage to the English, French, or Continental looms than it did some 
years ago. 

‘Silk manufacturers have therefore to contend at the same time with 
an increasing production of the raw material, a fashion adverse to their 
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products, failing markets of consumption, and the difficulty of finding new 
ones where they may realize their accumulating stocks. 

I cannot close this somewhat lengthy review of the silk trade without 
acknowledging the obligation I am under to Mr. J. M. Jaquemot of this 
port for his assistance in its compilation. It will be remembered that 
this gentleman, accompanied by his son, Mr. Ronald Jaquemot, made a 
tour through the principal silk districts at the close of the summer of 
last year, and a very interesting report was furnished by them on their 
return to Yokohama, Their journey occupied from the 8rd July to the 
14th August, and embraced the silk districts of Oshin, Echigo, Shinshin, 
Koshin, and Bushim. 

Silkworm-egg cards—Exports in 1875, cards 727,463, valued at 
474,921 dollars, against 1,334,625, valued at 731,275 dollars exported in 
1874. 

The number of cards offered on the market in 1875 was about 
820,000, but of the above number 727,463 only were shipped, and of 
these about 550,000 cards went to Italy, 150,000 to Free and the 
baiance to other countries. 

The decrease in the export is conspicuous. 

Graineurs arrived from Europe towards autumn, but in small numbers, 
and determined only to buy at low prices. 

The native dealers brought their cards down to Yokohama much 
later than usual in the season, and kept them off the market for nearly 
three weeks in the hope that the buyers, on account of the short time 
left to them within which to make purchases, would yield to the high 
pretensions of the holders. But the graineurs stoutly refused to operate 
except at reduced figures. 

With the exception of some choice parcels of white oshin seeds 
which fetched from 1 dol. 20 ec. to 1 dol. 60 ¢., the bulk of the purchases 
were settled at from 40 to 60 cents per card, and a not inconsiderable 
quantity at from 25 to 5 cents. 

Tea.—Exports in 1875: 134,415 piculs 67 catties (17, 921 ,089 Ibs), 
valued at 4,813,458 dollars against 120,209 piculs 2 catties (16, 027 ,8691bs) 
valued at'4,843,357 dollars exported in 1874, 

January 1875 opened with the following prices :— 


Per picul. 

Dollars. 
Choicest AG ct oe -. None. 
Choice (scar a) mes Be ae 530 totes 
Finest ac ae be 5A ve G48 50 
Fine .. Be Bie oe sts 40 47 
Good medium .. oe oe ve Pee: 44 
Medium ie SH 55 ai ne OO 39 
Good common .. ae ae s,5 ie oe 34 
Common bx: we cn ae Ay wets 30 


Throughout the month there was an active demand, buyers being 
stimulated by the news of a considerable improvement in the New York 
market owing to the duty agitation. Supplies of desirable kinds were, 
however, small, and the native holders were firm in their demands. 

Business was almost checked in the beginning of February owing to 
telegraphie advices from New York repor ting that no duty on teas would 
be levied. ‘This almost entirely checked business, and a decline in prices 
was immediately established. 

The total settlements from January up to the arrival of the new 
leaf were about 14,200 piculs (1,893,333 Ibs.), the bulk of which 
was settled before it was announced that the duty bi not be 
imposed. 
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The usual small parcels of new-crop teas reached this market about 
April 22. The quality was fully equal to that of former seasons, and, 
if anything, rather better in the cup. Choice and choicest leaf have 
been comparatively scarce throughout the season, the prices offered for 
these qualities during the past two or three seasons have been dispropor- 
tionately low and apparently show no margin to the producers for the 
extra expense and trouble in preparation. 

Prices at the opening of the new season ruled much lower than they 
have dene for many years past, and have continued to decline as the year 
advanced, especially for the lower grades. 

Competition in the tea trade has been very great, and the business 
has been anything but remunerative. The cost of preparation of the tea 
leaf remains much about the same. The United States and Canada take 
the entire export. 

Railways.—I append a comparative return of the traffic receipts of 
the line between this and Yedo; length of line eighteen miles :— 


Passengers— Dollars. 
1874 .. ar ss =©1,592,314 .. 405,421 
ES75. te ow » dado2.ao -- 402,578 62 

Goods— 

1874... ce 45 s6 «. 39,097 
TS7a> nor piculs’.. 316,414°75 .. 28,998°16 

Total receipts— 

1874 .. 3p ne A .. 440,512 
1B75e1<. Re he te +» 431,576°78 


Shipping.—British shipping exhibits a slight increase in tonnage 
under the heading “ General,” that is other than *‘ mail steamers.” As 
regards the latter, although the entries and clearances are one and 
two less respectively, the tonnage is slightly in excess of the previous 
year. 

; American Shipping, General.—The entries and clearance fall below 
those of the previous year by eight ships in each case; the tonnage 
remains much the same. ‘The mail steamers require some notice. 

The entries for 1875 are 79 steamers, with a tonnage of 228,771 tons; 
the clearances 77, with a tonnage of 221,154 tons; in 1874 the entries 
were 96, giving 245,857 tons; the clearances 96 with 245,857 tons. 

The entries and clearances for 1875 are thus 17 and 19 respectively 
below those of 1874, with a decrease of 17,086 tons in the one case and 
24,703 tons in the other. The numerical decrease in the entries and 
clearances is due to the sale of three of the company’s steamers that 
performed the mail service between this and Shanghae (via the way ports 
of Kobe and Nagasaki) to the Japanese company known as the Mitsubishi 
line. 

The sale took place in October last, and the service has since been. 
continued by the Japanese company with steamers under the native flag, 
excepting one boat, the “Nevada,” belonging to the Pacific Mail Steam- 
ship Company under charter 1o the Mitsubishi Company, but still flying 
American colours, a circumstance necessitated by the terms of the mail 
contract between the United States’ Government and the American Mail 
Company, and by which one vessel at least has to be kept running 
in connection with the steamers plying between San Francisco and 
Yokohama, 

The comparatively slight decrease in tonnage when viewed with the 
greater diminution in the number of entries and clearances is, I think, 
to be attributed to the fact that the steamers employed. by the American 
line running between San Francisco and Hong Kong, and touchin at this 
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port during the year 1875, have bcen those of’ the largest class, inclusive 
of the two new steamers “City of Peking ” and the “ City of Tokio,” 
the smaller sized steamers having for the most part been taken off this 
line and confined to that between San Francisco and Panama. 

French Shipping (general) calls for no comment. | 

French Mail Steamers.—It will be observed that while the entries and 
clearances differ but slightly in number with those of 1874, the excess of 
tonnage is altogether disproportionate, and the figures are at first sight 
somewhat startling. Thus the entries in 1876 were 26 steamers, with a 
tonnage of 25,371 tons, and the clearances 27 with a tonnage of 26,560 
tons. Inthe past year 1875, the entries were 28, with a tonnage of 
43,694 tons, and the clearances 29, with a tonnage of 45,370 tons. The 
entries and clearances are thus respectively, so far as numbers go, two in 
excess of 1874, while the tonnage in 1876 is in the one. case 18,328 tons, 
and in the other 18,810 tons above that of the preceding year. 

The difference is caused by the fact that in 1874 the measurement of 
French mail steamers was confined to cargo space only, after deduction 
of the space taken up by engines and coal bunkers, while the measure- 
ment for 1875 includes these. For purposes of comparison it is as well 
I should give the tonnage as it would have figured had the former 
measurements been accepted at the French Consulate. The entries of 
French mail steamers would then read: Entries 28, with a tonnage of 
27,425 tons, and clearances 29, with a tonnage of 28, 407 tons. 

Other foreign shipping calls for no particular notice unless I draw 
attention to the decrease in the number and tonnage of Russian vessels 
both in the entrances and clearances. ; 

In pursuance of a plan commenced in my trade report for 1873 of 
furnishing information in respect to staple products intended either for 
export or » for consumption in the country, their culture or i srg I 
have selected for this report the three following :— 

Mushrooms, Sugar, and Cotton. 

In previous reports I have touched upon silk, silkworm egg-cards, tea, 
tobacco, wax, hemp, rice, and lacquer ware. I do not pretend that any- 
thing I have written on these subjects is in any way complete or full, 
but I trust it lent interest to reports, which, from their very nature, must 
almost of necessity go over the same ground year after year. 

The export of mushrooms, it will be found on a reference to the 
export tables, amounts for the year 1875 to 1,461 piculs 77 catties, 
valued at 52,024 dollars; in 1874 the export was 1,603 piculs 31 catties, 
valued at 61,656 dollars; and 1,218 piculs 49 catties, valued at 34,170 
dollars, were exported in 1878. 

The best of the edible species of mushrooms are known as “ matsu- 
také’’ and “shii-take.” The difficulties attendant on preserving the 
former kind almost exclude them from the market for export; for not 
only do they decompose very rapidly, but even when successfuly dried 
they are nearly tasteless, and thus useless in cookery. 

The Shii-take species, however, have this peculiar excellence, that 
though they are all but tasteless in their raw state, vie they are dried 
they ‘have an extr emely fine flavour. 

The quantity that grows naturally on the decayed robes or cut stumps 
of the shti tree is not sufficient to meet the demand felt for them, con- 
sequently much skill has been brought to bear on their cultivation, 
notably by cutting off the trunks of the shii and other trees and forcing 
the growth of the mushroom on them. 

The localities in which they are thus cultivated are Yamato, Ise, 
Mikawa, .Yotomi, Suruga, Kai, Idzu, Hitachi, a and Dewa, Serano 
and Hida, Kii and Suwo. 
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These provinces produce the largest quantities, indeed, the quantity 
produced elsewhere is insignificant. Small parcels are produced in 
Zez0. 

There appears to be no great difference between the wild and 
cultivated varieties of the shii-take mushroom, both being in taste and 
appearance very much the same, with this exception, that in the wild 
variety the upper surface is of a purplish brown colour, while the under 
surface and stalk are white ; in the cultivated variety the shape is uneven 
and irregular. 

Different varieties of oak appear to be the trees most in favour with 
the Japanese for the cultivation of mushrooms ; the tree known to natives 
as shui giving the best results. This tree grows abundantly in warm 
places having a south-easterly aspect; it attains to a height of about 
eighteen or nineteen feet. It has a long narrow leaf, thin and stiff, the 
front surface of a deep green colour, the back of a brownish tint and 
glazed. ‘The tree is an evergreen, the fruit (acorn) small, with a rough 
cupule. The acorns are steamed and eaten. The wood of the tree is 
used in the making of boats’ oars, also for fuel and charcoal. 

Another oak, the kashiwa, from which musbrooms are obtained, is 
also plentiful in warm localities, and attains to a height of thirty or forty 
feet. The leaves are used in cookery, and the wood is in great demand 
for divining sticks for which it is considered the best. 

The donguri, another species, is to be found all over the country ; it 
grows to about eighteen or nineteen feet, has very think branches and 
dense foliage; the leaf is slightly oval and slightly wrinkled. The fruit 
(acorn), after being pounded and steeped in water, is made into dumplings 
and eaten in this form. ‘The wood is much used in boat-making and also 
for carts. 

Mushrooms are obtained from any of the above in the following 
manner :— 

About the beginning of autumn the trunk, about. five or six inches in 
diameter of any one of these trees, is selected and eut up into lengths of 
four or five feet, each piece is then split down lengthwise into four, and 
on the outer bark slight incisions are either made at once with a hatchet 
or the cut logs are left till the following spring, and then deep wounds 
seven or eight inches long are incised on them. 

Assuming the first course to have been pursued, the logs, after having 
received several slight incisions, are placed, in a wood or grove where 
they can get the full benefit of the air and heat. In about three years 
they will be tolerably rotten in parts. After the more rotten parts are 
removed they are placed against a rack in a slanting position, and about 
the middle of the ensuing spring the mushrooms will come forth in 
abundance. They are then gathered. ‘The logs are, however, still kept, 
and are submitted to the following process. Every morning they are put 
in water, where they remain till afternoon, when they are taken out, laid 
lengthwise on the ground, and beaten with a mallet. They are then 
ranged on end in the same slanting position as before, and in two or three 
days mushrooms will again make their appearance. 

In Yenshin the custom is to beat the logs so heavily that the 
wood swells, and this induces mushrooms of a more than ordinarily larg 
growth. 

If the logs are beaten gently a great number of small-sized mush- 
rooms grow up in succession. In places' where there is a scarcity of 
water, rain water should be kept for steeping the logs in. 

There is yet another plan. The cut logs are at once buried in the 
earth, and in a year’s time are dug out and beaten in the manner as above 
described. : 
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The mushrooms thus grown are stored in a barn on shelves ranged 
along three sides with braziers lighted under. Afterwards they are 
placed in small boxes, the bottoms of which are lined either with straw 
or bamboo mats. ‘These boxes are then ranged on the shelves and all 
approaches carefully closed. An even degree of ,warmth is thus diffused. 
The boxes ranged on the upper or lower tiers are constantly changed so 
that the contents of each are thoroughly dried. 

Another mode of drying is to string the mushrooms on thin slips of 
bamboos which are piled together near the brazier ; the heat is well kept 
in by inverting a closely woven basket over them. 

Dried mushrooms are much esteemed in China, and they are also 
largely consumed by Japanese either as a dish by themselves or as a con- 
diment with other dishes, Dried mushrooms retain their flavour 
for a great length of time, and thus bear transport to any distance very 
well. 

Of other edible mushrooms in Japan besides the shii-take there is the 
kikurage, which grows in spring, summer, and autumn on the mulberry, 
the willow, and other trees. It is a small, thin, soft mushroom, very 
much curled at the edge, and of a brownish tinge; when dried in the 
sun the upper surface gets quite black, and the under surface a brownish 
grey. The flavour is somewhat insipid. 

The iwatake, which grows on rocks in thick masses. 

The so-take, a very delicately-flavoured mushroom, to be found on 
precipitous crags, and consequently scarce, owing to the difficulties 
attendant on gathering them, 

The kawa-take, to be found in shady spots on moorland; a funnel- 
shaped mushroom with a long hollow stalk. 

Sugar.—The provinces where this is mostly grown are Isé, Owari, 
Totomi, Suruga, Aki, Kii, Awa, Sanuki, Tosa, Hizen, and Satsuma. 

Sanuki has the name for producing the best kind of white sugar, and 
Satsuma for the better quality of the darker description. ’ 

Sugarcane, which is obtained from seed, is said to attain to a height 
of about ten feet in Japan. It is not known to bear any flower. 

The mode of cultivation is as follows: At the commencement of the 
cold weather small: bundles of sugarcane roots are planted in rows stem 
down and root upwards on a slope of about 45 degrees. The following 
spring they are taken up and about two inches of cane both above and 
below the joint having been cut off, they are planted out in proportion 
of about 900 Ibs. weight of cane to one quarter of an acre of ground. 

The soil is well looked after in the spring, and a quantity of small 
holes dug here and there. Into these the lees of oil are poured, and they 
are then filled up with earth, in which the cane slips are now planted out, 
that is, so soon as the vane slips show signs of budding or of having taken 
root. When planted, a little liquid manure is applied. After the lapse 
of fifteen days, the slips or shoots will have attained to a growth of about 
seven or eight inches. At this stage fish manure mixed with the lees of 
oil is applied. In draughty seasons the ground is also watered. 

There are three known kinds of insects which do much harm to the 
sngar-cane in Japan, and against the ravages of which some precaution 
has to be taken. 

During the winter the canes that have attained the highest growth 
are either broken off just above the roots or are cut with a sickle. The 
canes are then stripped of their leaves, and are made up in bundles-each 
of about 80 lbs. weight. 

A quarter of an acre of ground will produce about 10,800 lbs. of 
cane, and this quantity of cane will turn out from six to seyen piculs of 
sugar. 


~~ 
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The sheds in which the cane is crushed are generally about twenty- 
four feet square, and in each there are three crushers worked by oxen. 
The teeth of the crushers are kept constantly fed with cane, about four 
or five being inserted at a time. A workman stands behind on the watch 
for any canes that may slip through the crusher without being caught in 
the action of the mill; and canes that have so passed are handed to a 
third man who feeds the mill from the opposite side. The mill having a 
reverse action it thus results that no one cane is lost. The cane juice is 
now removed to a separate place in quantities of about 200 lbs. weight at 
a time, and the mill is cleaned after each such removal. The syrup then 
goes through no less than four refining processes, and is afterwards 
removed to where it is to be made into sugar. 

The working up of about 2,200 lbs. weight of cane is considered a 
fair day’s work. As regards the further process with the syrup, about 
133 lbs. weight are poured into two tubs, each tub containing half of 
the above quantity. Fires are then lit under the boilers, and the contents 
of one tub poured into the boiler. A small quantity of lime is then 
mixed with the syrup, which is skimmed when at boiling point. The 
clearness of the syrup will be the test of its having been sufficiently 
boiled. If the syrup is thick or in any way impure it shows that either 
too much or too little lime has been put in. 

The syrup is now placed in a tub called by the Japanese “ sumashi 
oke,” in which it is allowed to settle; fresh syrup is again poured into 
the boilers, and boiling goes on as before. As soon as the syrup is once 
more at boiling point, that which has been already boiled is poured in 
and mixed with it, the white froth being skimmed off and placed in an 
empty tub. The syrup is now divided between the two boilers and allowed 
to simmer for about two hours, being constantly skimmed during this 
time. 

In order to ascertain the amount of boiling which the syrup has 
undergone a bamboo is inserted, and on withdrawal the drops are allowed 
to fall into a saucer containing water. If the drops congeal rapidly the 
fires are at once withdrawn from the boilers, the syrup promptly poured 
into coolers arranged in sets of four and constantly stirred. So soon as 
it has sufficiently cooled it is poured into tubs, one man attending to each 
tub. 

To make the very best quality of sugar a picul of ordinary sagar is 
divided into nine parts, and each is wrapped in a hempen cloth, they are 
then placed in receptacles, pressed down with heavy weights, and are thus 
sweated for one night. On the following morning the sugar thus sweated is 
placed on a table and kneaded for about two hours, after which it is again 
wrapped in cloths and the same process gone through for three successive 
days and nights. On the fourth day it is placed in clean receptacles and 
is now termed first quality sugar. 

To. obtain a superfine quality the sweating and kneading is gone 
through for an extra day. 

A picul, or, say 133 lbs. of ordinary sugar will thus be made to 
yield about 50 lbs. of first quality sugar; the remaining 80 lbs. are, of 
course, not wasted, but from it are obtained about 40 lbs. of a sugar 
known to Japanese under a particular name, and the residue also finds 
its way to market. 

Second quality sugar is known as “ jui-mai,” and is made by sweating 
a certain quantity of coarse sugar. 

Sugar is generally known to the Japanese under the three headings 
white, black, and candied, but the:two former are again known under a 
variety of names. 

A good deal of black sugar is produced in the Loochoos, in Sakura- 
juna, Araki, Hanaoka, and Iaramidzer. 
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Any marked difference as to good or inferior kinds of black sugar 
depends on the quality of the cane and the skill of the workman, but the 
above-mentioned places have always well sustained a reputation for 
producing the best sugars. 

Sugar candy is made by boiling down a certain quantity of best 
quality sugar and adding the white of egg. Split pieces of young 
bamboo about an inch in length are sibel” ‘ot into the syrup which 
crystallizes around them. A good deal of sugar candy is made in 
Osaka. 

Either Japan sugar cannot compete with that produced in China or 
the supply is not equal to the demand ; for the import of China sugar is 
always an important item in the import returns of this port. 

Cotton.—The cotton plant is not indigenous to Japan, but is said to 
have been introduced somewhere between the years 782 and 805 a.p. It 
is more generally believed to have been introduced about the period 
comprised between the years 1558 and 1609, and if has since then been 
extensively cultivated, more particularly in the southern provinces 
bordering on the sea. There are now in Japan several varieties of the 
cotton plant, each having its peculiar excellence or otherwise. 

The mode of cultivation varies according to the different qualities of 
soil, bnt that pursued in the province of Totomi is generally quoted as an 
example. In that province, a soil of which one-third part is sand, is 
generally considered best adapted for cotton. The seed is sown early in 
summer, and generally in wheat fields in furrows made between the rows 
of wheat, and which are well manured before receiving the seed. 

The manure is composed of burnt straw ashes, lees of oil, chopped 
weeds, rice bran, and swamp mud mixed in equal proportions. It is 
usually worked over and over again for about ten days, and then left to 
stand for about fifty days before using. It is dropped in with the hand, 
and the process is a familiar sight to anyone going about the country. 
The seed is steeped a day and night in water, then taken out and mixed 
with straw ashes. The seeds are sown at proper distances from each 
other, and then covered a layer of earth about half an inch thick. It is 
considered beneficial to tramp the earth down lightly. Four five days 
after sowing the sprouts appear. After the wheat crop has been gathered 
the young cotton plants are thinned cut and a little liguid manure poured 
over them. Soon after this, when the plants have attained a height of 
about four inches, a manure made of fish and the lees of oil and sake, the 
whole powdered fine is applied. Later on, when the plants are about six 
or seven inches high, the top sprout is nipped off, and a slight manuring 
given as before. After this, when the plant has put out some six or 
seven branches, the leaf buds at the end of each are nipped off, as also 
any leaf-buds that appear along the branches. The flowers now gradually 
bloom and then the seed-pod ripens, after which the pod opers and 
displays the cotton. The cotton is then picked and dried in the sun. A 
grinding machine is used for separating the cotton from the seed. When 
the seeds have been got rid of the cotton is then beaten out even and is 
now called finished cotton. 

A small quantity of cotton figures in the last year’s returns as 
exported from Kobe. 

China raw cotton is imported into Japan and forms no inconsiderable 
item in the returns, the quantity imported into Kanagawa in 1875 being 
9,749 piculs 97 catties, valued at 107,979 dollars, considerably below the 
import of the precedirg year. é 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) RUSSELL ROBINSON, Consul. 
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the Year ended December 31, 1875. 


To ENGLAND AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 


Cambrics .. 
Chintzes .. = 
Cotton yarn ee 
Handkerchiefs , 
Satins, cotton 3" 
Shirtings, grey - 
9 white .. 
a dyed and twilled 
TA aa = 
Turkey reds 
Velvets and velveteens 
Singlets and drawers 
Taffachelas = 


Woollen manufactures, 2,867,543 dollars— 


Cotton manufactures, 7, 299,603 dollars— 


«. yards 


-. dozen 
. yards 


-* ” 


Blankets . ais +. piculs 
Bunting . ° oe . yards 
Camlets a 7 * ” 
Camlet cords = te aa O44 
Check lustres oe “ Le 
Cloth ee ae “« ” 
Mousseline de laine . she a. a 
Wool fancies we ae ‘Ce 


Lustres and Orleans ta 
Woollen and cotton mixtures . 
Singlets and drawers ée 


Metals, 655,408 dollars— 


Iron, manufactured . 
» pig « se 
+> Sheets 

Lead, pigs. 


Spelter and zinc .. 


Steel se 2. 
Tin - . oo 
>> plates . ts 
Yellow metal és 
Tron, scrap a 
>» Ware .« 
” piping wt 
” roofing oe 
ss screws i 


Lead piping - 


Accoutrements .. 


«. yards 


ae dozen 


Arms and — 42,520 dollars— 
Arms aiiiaieanition 
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(No, 1.)—Rervurn of the Import Trade of the Port of Kanagawa, for 


Dollars. 


1,298,280 109,077 
1,596,338 123,383 
133,961°04 | 3,961,642 
176,168 12,235 
16,788 7,865 
1,120,093 162,922 
30,172,550 1,700,802 
412,554 25,514 
1,496,868 126,332 
965,666 71,169 
1,790,812 162,763 
1,807,639 445,747 
6,382 50,579 
$25,622 81,658 
1,252,378 257,915 
2,591 *62 
17,736 
106,526 
100,493 
578,032 
68,598 
87,962 
10,197,172 
265,648 
2,867,543 
753,156 198,013 
3,493,382 577,340 
1,139,090 294,558 
253 2,381 
1,072,292 
116,889 -90 424,089 
18,254 61 24,978 
2,249 41 17,750 
311 $2 2,354 
1,333 45 9,611 
2,392 32 17,953 
3,240 53 23,110 
109 11. 3,172 
2,326 17,017 
870 65 20,615 
3,173 57 10,232 
iy 48,233 
} x 6,727 
é- _ 10,715 
= é 9,546 
+ i 1,150 
? " 8,156 
655,408 
i - 38,935 


3,585 
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Dollars. 
Miscellaneous, foreign, 7,009,960 dollars— 

Anchors and cables . 5 35 ais An a 4,746 
Articles de Paris —.. ats a le oe a 1,921 
Beer ee a) ne ae oe e oe 51,336 
Blacking .. HF Be as 5 at ia 6,894 
Boots and shoes .. oe +. pairs 9,416 Mi yoLo 
Books .. as re ke on sts os 36,353 
Buttons .. a 5 se AG ee ate N25 
Coal Ae 54 Sie .. tons 46 11,967 131,636 
Candles : oe om (PICHIS.)ise 90°85 1,883 
Canvas .. at Be WEY ATOS Cline 374,001 78,387 
Cement .. 5 5 ; as oe ise 11,389 
Clothing .. As ae as re os ihe 95,162 
Cordage .. Se, ae ae UPLCWIS a lasts 1,900 36 25,793 
Corks - .. 50 a he aie Ae oe 26,328 
Curtains .. An ar ols 44 as ee 4,070 
Coral .. Ari 55 Pereny cp uatesy SIS 26 14 120,541 
Clocks .. ne a5 ne ap ae ae 124,458 
Carpeting . ee oe a ee oe on 27,120 
Drugs .. ee 5 oe oe ot 5 51,810 
Dyes se at nd ae si oe afd 90,234 
Bloury) o::. die A se iplewlsiy i 9,536 43 35,062 
Furniture . AC: at na ei aid ave 20,662 
Glass, window Ae ae «. cases An 8,697 28,812 
yy ware 7 a ais hy ee "fs 58,905 
Grain’ ~.. a ae Ais oe sia ic 1,647 
Hemp, manufactures ee a Fi os oa | 3,342 
emp Vs. os 35 fe BE Me, a 2,701. 
», thread ai at ate Rie oa ae 4,183 
Implements and tools Ay A ae as a6 6,502 
Indigo .. a se So RICUIStee es 249 20 5,322 
Instruments, scientific 5H Ne AC AS AG 16,104 
ir musical Bs a Ar ode <0 5,811 
Jewellery . 45 Hs ie 4 eat 14,017 
Kerosine . aes ap or oa Ad a 331,959 
Lead, tea . aie 43 so aplewls \) is 9,297 16 | 109,449 
Linen .. te ie she, VES Seca 244,302 28,133 
Leather .. is ia SPICWIS)) veg 5,189 27 214,910 
Machinery . oe aie ae a és Ag, 78,429 
Matches .. os ate An nie Ag a 23,662 
Mirrors .. ale oo * ig aie oe 2,013 
Medicines . AA Rie . a “e aie 210,414 
Nickel Pile gane tere are ‘ Ae 32 43 3,816 
Oil, lubricating =. aie ane 4h Ab 1,988 
53 salad % a ve oe we ob ee 8,384 
», castor aa AF Rs fais Ws oh Ths) 
», paint. aie ne os be bie 4,972 39 40,367 
Oilcloth .. ale ag ve At Se or 2,986 
Prussian blue aratay aie A ae ae re 14,846 
Paints and ingredients e oe ee an Ae 2,029 
Pictures .. An Se “i ate ae ae 2,318 
Perfumery oe se an : oe o 5,803 
Porcelain ware ee te oe aie ae es 8,223 
Plated ware a AA +e se At at 1,064 
Paper and stationery an ee ee ale si 195,176 
Potash .. oe oe Jo) oe 66 23 18,600 
Provisions . HG AG ee + . an 171,698 
Quicksilver AG ae oe ” Re 270 05 31,917 
Quinine .. Ae se a ” an - 18 96 29,510 
Sugar, loaf H ue ole m lies 40 1,546 09 16,156 
Soap, scented ys AH are °° Ac ae 19,462 
25 SRI 485 a 3 ” ae 4,125 29 23,709 
Saddlery . a ee +s . a ye 37,440 
Sponges . “6 oe a +? se) alueee 2,858 
Scales .. Ass ‘ ee At Le a eemmbse04.5 
Spectacles . a aa os oe a0 DE 3,598 
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Silk piece goods .. ss : Pi ae 55,503 
Silk and cotton mixtures és oh 5 6 : 136,295 
Stoves .. He Ap ric! ar ee we 1,579 
Tar and pitch aH a ae me ata 2 1,524 
Tobacco .. ae se rote PECHIS: uae 89 64 4,391 
Towellings . ae bib : a0 os 6,192 
Timber and planks - ws a a oe ne 5,142 
Thread .. ae oe ‘ F . 25 8,089 
Trimmings ae ) On : dia a 5,712 
Utensils .. re ae AS F : ; 1,493 
Umbrellas . A a AG 3 Ae ag 126,162 
Umbrella frames and sticks-.. ae as AS ee 47,678 
Varnish .. ne aia Ce - ae ar 4,821 
Watches . ae ie wis Pleces: ies 19,590 140,377 
Wines and spirits .. ee es ae ot 147,795 
Sundries .. 423,758 
Miscellaneous articles on Governtnent 
account . ie ts of Pea cove Wa a iis 


Miscellaneous, local, 3,006,583 dollars— 
Alum is as 
Bark, mangrove 3 A 
Cattle and live stock 


Cigars .. ate 
Cotton, raw ay ; 
Furs and skins ee eo ate 
Ginseng .. an 
Horns .. “0 45 f 
Ivory Ar 55 Ne oie 
Musk ne a0 Af a 
Oil, ground nut... ae sie 
Peas and beans we ve 
Rattans .. ar oie 
Rhubarb .. ae he 
Sugar, brown on na os 
» white . . 
»> candy “se ae 
Safflower ae a 
Saffron .. Px fs Ge 
Sapan wood ane ei a 
Tea matting Fi as c 
Vermilion . ‘ : c 


piculs 


7,009,960 

3,374 °94 6,323 
1,604 45 2,195 
25,630 

262 90 43,158 
9,749 97 107,979 
| 1,563 
43 09 7,814 

33 80 10,583 

57 08 13,407 

2 00 11,509 

aie 6,640 

6,091 79 11,654 
1,675 45 10,696 
231 69 4,446 
541,158 74 2,253,453 
44,704 81 323,417 
2,665 89 24,335 
«eo ae 35,572 
77 04 7,179 
2,469 41 3,910 
26,956 

550 69 68,164 
3,006,583 


Leen een en EEE 


RECAPITULATION, 

Cotton manufactures .. ie 
Woollen manufactures .. on 
Woollen and cotton manufactures 

Metals as 5 

Arms and ammunition .. sre 
Miscellaneous, foreign .. AA 
Miscellaneous, local .. ate 


Total value of imports .. 


(Signed) 


Dollars. 
7,299,603 
2,867,543 
1,072,292 

655,408 

42,520 

= 7,009,960 
Gc 3,006,583 


- 21,953,909 


RUSSEL x ROBE R TSON, Consul 
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(No, 2..—Return of the Export Trade of the Port of Kanagawa, for 
the Year ended December 81, 1875. 


To ENGLAND AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 


Dollars. Dollars. 


Awabi shells .. ne <» PLCUIS ae 2,222 :91 a 4,591 
Bronze an a ae an 1,767 
jy ware %.. ee oe sj0 14,951 
— 16,718 
China root ; a a a ee 1,394 12 as 4,215 
Cocoons, pierced Se = ye 3,010 Ty 248,416 
A waste . ss ee Af lon 28 39 1,071 
— 249,487 
Coal . ae a wa) HOLS) auata 2,768 Fe 23,957 
Copper oe is wa picitiswss 2,841 65 55,467 
ae ehOUE Be) se ic 50 PA ad 4,022 97 80,699 
Gy) mlaba 44. Fc 5 ot 1,195 19 31,878 
oS VETO is\0 a * mir) 1,175 
>) SCIAP oe oe Sai yn Mere 767 87 15,491 
EEE! 184,710 
Cotton piece goods SA «. pieces .. 3,104 os 2,468 
Deer’s horns .. a8 +. preuls <6 644 92 sf 5,252 
Drugs 50 ate ne tom od 472 16 os 3,331 
Fish, dried— 
Cuttle fish .. > A eae 1,756 96 21,860 
Awabi 0 ° Ser iyo 3,317 94 90,902 
Béche de mer ate ae ee Sd 283 73 9,460 
Shell fish .. A $0 Sc 10,727 
Sharks’ fins . a eS bat Pine 419 51 8,560 
Fish, dried, various .. ale Fils 390 53 10,725 
Shrimps, dried re 55 Ae hon 81 08 1,180 
H 153,414 
Fans . rid os ee ee 45 33,943 
Ginnang *° AG oe i es 285 85 oe 1,379 
Ginseng ate! on cise S). tee 736 31 oe 108,144 
Tsinglass sé a5 Cee: hese 606 37 " 22,940 
Lacquered ware on os . ee 128,334 
Medicines oe ve a ee oe 1,405 
Mushrooms ae a Sey Bat 1,461 77 ate 52,024 
Porcelain ware . as Ac ar +. 40,339 
Potatoes Rte as oe a5 ee 2,353 90 Py W517 
Plants ee ee ee ee ee 1,589 
Peony bark .. 35 pie eid). ates 242 84 a 1,108 
Provisions .. AG ae ve a5 5,174 
Seaweed, uncut ~~ se 10,122 61 15,602 
CCUG te Sie rence pe Zack Ub) 8,275 
; —_ 23,877 
Screens an an oe ele fa 3,033 
Silk, raw a we se Ae ado 11,813 87 | 5,424,916 
Fe OSD an tere Bc aoe Psy ee 1,175 03 123,943 
>) floss ae Rs an ae tear 357 54 62,656 
99s WaOStG "ns +e con Lene ios 2,642 60 112,197. 
; — 5,723,712 
Silk piece goods an an + ar 22,362 
Silkworm eggs . ate ee Cards os  d27s40o fo 474,921 
Skins and furs . ete An ate e 2,350 
Sulphur ee a +. ‘piculs’.. 499 ads: 1,326 
Tea .. os eid se kegs theae’! L344 UavG7 oe 4,813,458 
3) pancha | ‘we 40 ae Se ac 3,817 29 re 47,678 
>, dust 40 <0 oe wasn a5 4,249 49 ah 10,585 
Tea-bag paper . oe a on a 4,259 
Tobacco, leaf .. td a Eee 5,388 16 Ace 43,925 
Tallow and lard ts i eer 521 a , 2,658 


Tooth-powder . ee ar a ei 1,302 


= 


by 


SS 6, 0) ee ee 
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Dollars. Dollars. 
Umbrellas vt ay a. pieoes’s.! 1215253 15,212 
Wax, vegetable Te va, prenls .. 270°50 2,640 
Miscellanecus and unenumerated . 227,392 


12,466,730 


(Signed) 


RUSSELL ROBERTSON, 


Consul. 


(No. 3.)—Retuxn of all Foreign Shipping Entered and Cleared at the 


Port of Kanagawa, for the Year 1875. 


Entered. Cleared. 
Number, | Tonnage. ‘Number. Tonnage. 
British— 
General.. ate a fic 128 106,763 121 104,347 
Mail steamers .. Ae or 27 26,232 26 25,199 
American— 
General... “A ve oF 21 14,692 21 13,633 
Mail steamers .. as os 79 228,771 ig) 221,154 
French— 
General.. sie Re Ar 2 7li 2 711 
Mail steamers... es ae 28 43,694 29 45,370 
German .. “te Bie Ay. 33 11,993 28 12,146 
Russian .. a ne we +5 1,144 5 1,144 
Swedish .. be a oe 3 312 3 312 
Danish .. cs *5 4 2 927 2 927 
Dutch ae os in Pr 2 374 2 374 
Total .. a. oe 330 435,613 316 425,317 
VessELs sold to Japanese purchasers. 
| Vessels. | Tons. Dollars, 
British a AB Ke 1 896 | 166,250 
American .. ha ar 3 5,100 | 585,800 
Total . * % 4 5,996 | 752,050 


(Signed) 


RUSSELL ROBERTSON, Consul. 


(No. 4.)—Returwn of Treasure Imported into, and Exported from, 


Imported from— 


England and other countries AG ag 
Open ports in Japan... we e 
Total Import .. ae a 

Exported to— 
England and other countries ee Ae 
Open ports in Japan... ee +e 
Total Export .. oa ie 


Total Imported and Exported 
(Signed ) RUSSELL 


Kanagawa, during the Year 1875. 


Dollars. 
59,000 
945,000 


eo 


9,722,986 
195,000 


Dollars. 


1,004,400 


9,917,986 


10,922,386 


ROBERTSON, Consud. 
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(No. 5.)—ReErurn of the Duties collected on Imports and Exports, with 
a Return of Shipping (Entrance and Clearance) Fees, and Storage 


Charges, during the Year 1875. 


Import duties . 


Export duties .. ; 4 
Shipping charges as 
Storage charges . i ate 
Miscellaneous .. oe ve 
Total . se 
(Signed) 


Dollars. 


1,359,133 


+ eo 


RUSSELL ROBERTSON, Consul. 


(No. 6.)—Rertwurn showing the Number of British Residents and Firms, 
and the Residents and Firms of each Foreign Nationality, established 
at the Port of Kanagawa on December 81, 1875. 


Nationality Number Number 
3 of Residents.| of Firms. 
British . 620 65 
Austro- Hungarian. 15 3 
Chinese . Be Re 50 1,192 20 
Danish . Si ae 18 if 
Dutch .. be by 78 3 
French . . 3 ae 127 35 
German . ate 4 150 26 
Hawaiian 40 . 5 me oe 
Italian . 30 ; : 19 6 
Peruvian c : ae ae 
Portuguese me #2 27 se 
Russian . ih we Ar 16 3 
Spanish . an a 42 
Swedish and Norw wegian .. as 15 ae 
Swiss .. oc a 23 7 
Total Foreign Residents and Firms 

(exclusive of Americans and Bel- 

gians) 46 oe 2,342 166 
ERE LS 50 as sy } ‘No nemare 

elgian . AY ee ee 
Total 35 4c 2,342 166 
(Signed) RUSSELL ROBERTSON, Consul. 


~" 


aioe Sh aaa oa 


Sir, 
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Consul Flowers to Sir H. Parkes. 


British Consulate, Nagasaki, 
April 29, 1876. 


I wave the honour to furnish you with a report on the trade and 
shipping of this port for the year 1875, together with the accompanying 
returns :— 


Gr pe CO 


. Tables of the Imports from England and other Countries, and 


from the Open Ports of Japan. 


. Tables of the Exports to England and other Countries from the 


Open Ports of Japan. 


. Table of the amount of Treasure Imported and Exported. 
. Return of all Foreign Shipping Entered and Cleared. 
. Return of Duties collected on Imports and Exports and 


Shipping. 


. Return showing the number of British Residents and Firms, 


together with the Residents and Firms of each Foreign 
Nationality. 


On comparing these returns with those of the previous year, it will 
be observed that the total trade of the port shows a decrease of 
533,572 dollars, the total value of imports and exports being 3,684,393 
dollars against 4,217,965 dollars in 1874. By a glanee at the following 
comparative table it will be seen wherein the decrease has taken 
piace :— 


| 650} E 


GLS‘ESS 6€9' TIS ** gsvoLOUl [BIO], LLZ‘GFO'L cs es ie * gsvaioep [eq}O], : 
‘Hl £18°S £06‘ PLS a3 cu "* soanqory 
“NULUL UsT[OOM pUe 107309 poxTIAT 
FST ELI 9¢3'FI OFF LEI | °° = ‘c  WATTOO A, 
GFL‘6 G02 ‘01 LYS ‘6E a ** sompormnueut 003309 4 
688 ‘FSI LIL‘SGe 90T'80¢ |°° ns snoourlpeost py 
SIL‘0S 160°4T 602°LE + fe Sane oor 
. 028681 0S6°€2z OL0°E1F |°* = “*  YSsy pod ‘ 
98¢°EZ 900‘%E 0ZF'S = Wloseq ‘snoaur|[a0s1/4] 6F2'8 TPO LL 068°¢8 te i= fa XB M 
66F'C2 £16°Ss FILS - USloLog ‘snosueT [20ST IAL Te9‘1L 91e'S L00°FT | °° a *  waddor 
SFE‘ LIE 8E8°LF8 oO6r‘oge |°° < si Teo) 6¢6°9 S066IT FrL9eL |** < — oooeqoy, 
£660 Soe '9E oge'ct a a ** rorduarg GELOP €L6°96E 80LCFF |°" . on eal, 
% —sj1odxiy —szi0dxg 
a I1Z‘ES . 183 °E8h 
re ae es 
5 604‘28 146608 | a9e‘Lee |°° * ustorog ‘snoouryjeosty |] OFOFIE LELF99 | 912°886 |** .  * Udoyseq ‘snoaueTeosrpy 
LE0‘91 196'86 $2668 ; = ; S[P}eW ¥60'FI iN F60'F1 - * DoOWTUNoIwe pues suTy 
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From the above table a great decrease in cotton and woollen goods is 
apparent, the import of which has steadily declined since 1872, and this 
decrease is very inadequately counterbalanced by the slight increase 
noticeable in the importation of mixed cotton and woollen manufactures. 

It will be seen that no arms or ammunition were imported during 
last year, the demand for them in 1874 being due to the progress of the 
Formosan expedition. 

In miscellaneous Eastern, too, there is a large falling off, which is 
attributable to the camparatively small quantity of raw cotton imported 
last year, 13,973 piculs, against 38,792 piculs imported in 1874. How- 
ever, a slight increase is perceptible in the importation of sugar and 
other articles, 

The item of cobalt deserves a word of remark. This article forms a 
new item in the import trade, and the recent demand for it is accounted 
for by the fact that foreign colours are becoming every day more exten- 
sively used in the manufacture of porcelain ware, to the exclusion of 
native paints. 

The increase in miscellaneous foreign is explained by the large 
importation of kerosine oil, the figures for this being 71,154 dollars, 
against 16,204 dollars in 1874. There is also an increase in the amount 
of tea-lead imported, the quantity imported in 1875 being more than 
three times as much as in 1874. 

On the other hand, the total value of foreign liquors imported during 
last year is little more tian half the amount of the value of those imported 
in 1874. 

With regard to the exports it will be seen, on reference to the 
table in questicn} that there is a considerable decrease in the value of 
most of the principal articles of export. The quantities exported of 
tobacco and wax respectively remain much as before, but the items of 
copper, rice, and dried fish (Chinese exports), show a startling decrease. 

With respect to tea, although there is a decrease in the total value 
of tea exported, this may be traced to a fall in the prices. 

In certain items which are included under the heading of miscel- 
laneous, such as timber, ginseng, wheat, and mushrooms, a large deerease 
is noticeable. The general decrease on the exports, however, is partly 
counterbalanced by the increase in camphor, in which item there is a 
difference of 20,995 dollars in favour of 1875, and in coal there is a 
large excess, 164,140 tons exported in 1875, against 107,298 tons during 
the previous year. 


IMFoRTs. 


The import trade of this port has continued to show very unsatisfactory 
‘results. The competition between the Mitsu-bishi Company (native) 
and tbe Pacific Mail Company has kept freights very low for the greater 
part of the year. This has enabled the native merchants to buy their 
goods in the larger markets, where, it is presumed, a better selection 
may be obtained, and to bring their purchases down to this part of the 
country at a nominal expense. Another cause of the dull state of affairs 
is to be traced to the fact that a number of the smaller Chinese merchants 
have taken to selling piece goods in very small quantities (of six or ten 
pieces at a time) to the country people. It is natural to infer that this 
course has materially interfered with the trade of the native dealers. It 
has prevented them from buying except in small quantities. 
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Exports. 


The export trade of the past twelve months may be considered on the 
whole to have been tolerably satisfactory. Though the total values do 
not show an increase (2,159,303 dollars in 1875, against 2,342,799 dol- 
lars in 1874), the yield of some of the principal articles of produce has 
manifestly increased. 

Tea.—This article, with the exception of coal, is by far the most 
important item of export. A slight increase in quantity is perceptible. 
The quantity of superior and inferior tea exported in 1875 being 
20,895 piculs, against 19,029 piculs in the preceding year. Toa great 
extent this increase may be attributed to 1,500 piculs of Hidgo teas 
being brought down to this port to be packed, and afterwards iia 
in the Nagasaki exports. 

It is difficult to state with any certainty whether the production of 
teas has increased in this part of the country, as much of it is sent direct 
from the producing districts to the other open ports of Japan. The 
quantity brought here only represents a small portion of the actual 
growth. Iam inclined to believe, from information derived from native 
sources, that the quantity grown is steadily, though not rapidly, increas- 
ing. Japan teas are now almost entirely sent to the United States and 
Canada, and the low price the teas have realized in those countries have 
caused, what I have already remarked, the considerable falling off in the 
value comparing this year with the last. 

Tobacco.—This export shows a decrease of about 2,000 piculs, but 
the result to shippers, though not so good as anticipated in my last year’s 
report, has been, I understand, fairly remunerative. The deficiency 
above-mentioned has been caused by the greater part of the 1875-76 
crop having been destroyed by the heavy typhoon which took place in 
August last year, and as a resu't the quantity exported this autumn has 
been extremely small. Tobacco has always to be kept about a year after 
itis gathered before it is fit for export, and in consequence the leaf 
grown in 1874 is not offered to buyers till the autumn of 1875, and is 
looked on as the 1875-76 crop. The quality of the tobacco is not quite 
equal to that of former years ; the natives do not bestow sufficient care 
in bringing it to market. It is reported that the 1875 crop, which comes 
to the market in the autumn, promises to be abundant. 

The quantity of Satsuma tobacco that was brought to this place last 
year amounted to about 4,000 piculs of all qualities; however, only 
about 500 piculs to 600 piculs were sold to foreigners, the balance being 
used for home consumption. 

Nagasaki, I understand, has quite a reputation amonst the natives for 
its prepared tobacco, and considerable quantiiies are sent yearly to all 
parts of the country. Satsuma tobacco is almost entirely smoked by the 
upper classes, and the better qualities often sell as high as 50 cents per 
catty for the leaf before preparation; second qualities about 25 to 80 cents, 
the great bulk at 12 to 15 cents. That sold to foreigners usually only 
realizes about 5 to 6 cents per catty ; it is naturally much inferior to the 
leaf used by the natives. 

Vegetable Waxz.—lIn spite of the constantly falling value, large 
quantities of this article have been brought forward, resulting in an 
increased export of about 1,000 piculs compared with the previous year, 
though a decrease is perceptible i in the total value. Notwithstanding the 
moderate cost of this article shipments have been very unfortunate, the 
prices realized in England having been lower than has eyer been the 
case before. 
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Camphor.—-The quantity exported this year has reached 2,906 piculs, 
being double the quantity shipped the previous year. 

Coal.—The export of this article is assuming larger proportions every 
successive year. It amounted last year to 164,140 tons, against 107,298 
tons in 1874, showing an excess of 56,842 tons. 

Takashima Coal.—The out-put of coal from this mine during last 
year amounted to 124,930 tons, against 79,384 tons in 1874, showing : 
considerable increase. To meet the requirements of the increased depth 
of the mine new underground hauling machinery was erected last 
August. It is asserted that the mine is now capable of an out-put of 
over 600 tons per day, and to maintain this for some years to come. 

The large deliveries of the Takashima coal are proof of the geod 
repute it enjoys among consumers. -The screened coal is used almost 
exclusively by the French, American, Russian, and German men-of-war 
visiting this port. The British Government still obtains its supply from 
England and Australia, probably on account of contracts entered into for 
a long period, when doubt was entertained as to the constant supply from 
this mine. 

The small, or dust Takashima coal, commands a better price than 
lump coal of the other ordinary native kinds. It is used by the Mitsu- 
bishi mail steamers, and likewise by the Pacific Mail and Occidental and 
Oriental Steamship Companies for the supply of their steamers in 
Yokohama. The mine is still under the superintendence of English 
engineers. It gives employment to about 3,000 natives in the production 
of the coal, and to a fleet of junks—from 60 to 80—to bring it from the 
Island of Takashima into the harbour, where labour is again employed to 
a considerable extent for its discharge. 


SurpmeEnts and Sales of Takashima Coal during 1875. 


Tons. 

To Shanghae .. ae ae os oi 25,046 
Hong Kong .. ts 42 4¢ snueeesdoe 
Yokohama .. a 4 x ee 2,237 
Tien-tsin ore -¢ es Rie oJ 4,094 
Chefoo Sc os Se Se oe 919 
Sales in Nagasaki i ae mie Sic 78,506 
123,734 


SHIPPING. 


It will be observed, on referring to T'able 4, that the aggregate 
foreign shipping entered at this port has amounted to 296 ships of 
276,415 tons, which is an excess over the previous year of 9 ships, of 
15,599 tons. Very little change is perceptible in the British; though 
there is a decrease of 6 ships, the tonnage has augmented by 8,460 tons, 
as 120 ships, of 67,791 tons, entered, against 126 ships, of 59,331 tons, 
in 1874. There is a marked decrease in the German; 17 ships, of 
5,150 tons, entered in 1875, against 40 ships, of 19,051 tons, in 1874. 
The American general shows an increase on account of one or two 
steamers engaged exclusively in the coal trade, making rapid trips 
between this port and Shanghae. Only 3 British ships, of 1,507 tons, 
have cleared direct for London. 

Table 4 does not include the native mail steamers belonging to the 
Mitsu-bishi Company which have been plying between the open ports 
and Shanghae during the yesr. 91 of them have entered, of 
127,028 tons. 
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EXCHANGE. 


The exchange for the year 1875 ruled as follows—for six months 
sight drafts on London :— 


Ce side rc ad id: 

» January 5 4 2% July . 6 ite 4. 2% 

February re 4 3 to 4 34 | August ye ° p 4 22 
March . aH September .. ; Sov eae 
April 53 hele October... 50 Sree e 

May November .. es smued! DE 

June . a December ... as bese +, 1 


It will be noted by the above rates that until the month of December 
the fluctuations for the year were not so very great; since then the rate 
has been gradually declining. It is not considered that these exchanges 
can fairly be said to have had much influence on the business of the port, 
as on referring to the middle of 1874 it will be found that the rate was 
only 4s. dd. 

Low exchanges are naturally apt to stimulate exports, and depress 
imports for a time, but I imagine it does not influence the Nagasaki 
business very much. The greater part of our imports come from 
Shanghae and the other open ports of Japan, and are sent here at the 
values ruling at those ports. 


FREIGHTS. 


The active competition between two rival Companies, the Mitsu-bishi 
and Pacific Mail, brought freight down to a minimum, and it was only 
when the Japanese purchased the American steamers that freights began 
to revive. The consequence was that sailing vessels could find no 
remunerative employment. The following was the average of freight 
during the year :— 

Per ton measurement. 


Freight to— Dollars. 

Hiogo, by steamer “i an -- 1 00 to 2 00 

», by sailing-vessel .. fe oe | eae — 
Yokohama ae nia ae eee res 3 00 
5 steamer : : 13 3 00 
Shanghae Br nt 2 00 2 50 
>,  Sailing-vessel .. 0 60 2 00 

Hong Kong drat 5 00 —_ 
A steamers as 7 00 8 00 
£ 5s, £ os. 
London, by sailing-vessel . te ony PES 3 10 
ig by steamer, vid Shanghae . at Oil) 4 10 
New York, by steamer, vid Shanghae ac) some 4 15 
A ‘by sailing-vessel, vid Shanghae.. 2 5 3 10 


’ 


Rates to London and New York have varied considerably, com- 
mencing at the beginning of the year with the high rates, and keeping 
at the same till August, then dropping rapidly to the lower quotations. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


It will be observed from the remarks I have already made that the 
trade of this port during the past year has slightly decreased, and I am 
inclined to believe that no amelioration is likely to take place until the 
communication with the interior has been improved. It has been justly 
observed ‘‘ that the roads of a country are like unto the veins of a man’s 
body ; just as the body comes out of order when the veins are deranged, 
so a country without roads cannot be in a flourishing condition.” 
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Though this fact with regard to roads has been brought to the notice of 
the “ Ken-rei,” yet up to the present time nothing has been done in the 
matter. In justice to the Governor, however, I must say that he is quite 
alive to the necessity of haying good roads, and he informed me a short 
time ago that he hoped the road leading to the village of Tokitsu would 
be finished before the end of the year. When this road is completed it 
will open up a larger extent of country, and facilitate the produce of the 
surrounding fertile districts being brought down to this market. He 
likewise informed me that it was in contemplation to improve the road 
to Mogi, and that it would be commenced as soon as the otber was 
finished. It is considered that an improved communication in this 
direction would be a great advantage to this place, as a great bulk of the 
produce coming from Higo and other neighbouring districts has to find 
its way to this port in junks, which often get weather-bound at Cape 
Nomo, and are detained there for months together; this naturally 
enhances the cost of the produce before it finds its way to market. 

The Mogi and Tokitsu roads would be of considerable importance, 
but after all only as subsidiary in comparison with a good communication 
to Aba. That road is the main question for the future prosperity of 
Nagasaki. It would be an expensive road no doubt to construct, on 
account of a high hill which has to be passed in going from one valley to 
another, but otherwise the engineering difficulties in the present day 
might easily be surmounted. ‘lhe distance is only about eight English 
miles. When once at Aba there are good roads which connect with all 
the principal towns on the way to Shimonoseki, others leading to the 
tea districts of Isahaya, Omura, Chikugo, Ureshino, and Bungo. 

During a recent visit to this port you availed yourself of the oppor- 
tunity of inspecting the different means of communication in this part of 
the country, you are, therefore, aware of the importance attaching to a 
good road connecting this place with Aba, and if the Japanese Govern-~ 
ment could only be induced to regard the advantage to be derived from 
it in the same light as you did, the road would soon be made, and they 
would find that any expense they might incur in the first instance would 
soon be repaid. If they would only take into consideration that the 
construction of roads is one of the first necessities for the prosperity of a 
country it would tend much to their advantage. 

The Nagasaki ken consists of Nagasaki, Shimabara, Omura, Hirado, 
Fukuye (Goto), and Idzunohara (Tsushima). The Governor goes round 
on a tour of inspection once or twice a year, principally, I believe, to 
collect the revenue of his district, which is now paid in money instead of 
in kind as formerly. The population of the whole district is 668,974 
persons, 336,073 males, and 832,901 females, 

The harvest has been a good one; the rice crop has yielded 20 per 
cent, more than in 1874, 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) MARCUS FLOWERS. 
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(1.)—Return of the Import Trade of Nagasaki for the Year ending 
December 31, 1875. 


From ENGLAND AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 


(Total value, 1,426,190 dollars.) 


Cotton manufactures (total value, 


dollars)—, 
Shirtings— 

Grey and white .. 

Twilled . 


271,267 


«» Lards 


Dyed, and Turkey reds (prints) Ee 


Turkey reds (cambrics) 


Drills aa 
Chintzes .. a 
Taffachelas ae 
T-cloths .. ee 
Victoria lawns 
Velvets .. os 
Canvas : 
Singlets and drawers 
Cotton yarn ee 
>» thread ee 
Sundries .. oe 


ar oH 
-« Dozen 
.- Piculs 


+> 
sands 


Total value of cotton manufactures,. 


Woollen manufactures (total value, 


56,274 dollars)— 
Camlets .. ite 
Long ells .. 

Cloth ae 

Flannel .,. 

Blankets .. 

Sundries 


.. Yards 
e 9? 
oe ” 
.. Lbs. 
see aras 


Total value of woollen manufactures 


Mixed cotton and woollen manufactures 


(total value, 65,579)— 


Yards 


Metals (total value, 98,961 dollars) — 


Iron— 
Manufactured 
Pigs es A 
Wire .. . 
Piping .. 

Ware .. 5 
Sheets .. ;: 
Rough .. 5 
Chains . 

Spelter and 2 zine . 

Tin and tin-plates 

Lead piping and sheets 

Yellow metal ae 

Brass and brassware. . 

Copper, sundries 

Sundries .. AG 


Total value of Metals 


Arms and ammunition .. 


. Piculs 


ory ” 


1,568,034 at 


D 
2 
50,852 2 00 A045 
2 
2 


371,788 33 24 145 
40,248 50 24 +, 
95,231 3 20 38 Cy, 
37,422 1 90 24 y, 

103,200 2 50 LZ) 

289,582 1 60 24 ,, 
98,700 1 00 12s &:, 
83,396 8 50 36 | oy 
50,188 0 26 per yard 

1,552 3 00 per dozen 
910 35 00 per picul 


18 60 00 a 
33,624 0 25 per yard 


oe o° ee 


18,900 at18 00 per 60 yards 


16,975. ..10,/005 sas0iee, 
6,312 1 90 per yard 
22,750 0 25 $i 
14,746 0 39 per lb. 
82,760 0 26 per yard 
252,227 ee + 
12,661 at 4 50 per picul 
1,990 2 75 =p 
871 2 25 _ 
295 10 00 per picul, 
252 =12 00 7 
715 9 00 per picul 


oe ee 


20 00 per picul 


oe ae 
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Miscellaneous, foreign (total value, 269,982 


dollars)— 
Flour Barrels 
Tea lead Piculs 1,219 
Rope 5 ie Lbs. 31,417 
Paint ee te os Cwt. 816 
Kerosine .. ee .. Cases 19,865 
Window-glass ee =e Pan oe 
Glassware .. a 2 ae 
Soap, scented ar as 
>, barand cake .. ae 
Furniture .. nA - 
Clothing .. . oe . oe 
Prepared medicines .. oe : 
Coal vi: aia +s 
Cigars and tobacco .. oe : 
Beer, wine, and spirits : - 
Stationery .. es *e or . 
Matches .. ee 5 
Stores nas as as Aes 
Carpets ci = 
Boots ae is oe 
Fire-engines = ? 
Towels ite ae : 4 
Toys aa “if =f é 
Comforters . ap ae . 
Umbrellas... aa 5 4 
Cement .. Ae 
Snstruments, scientific ay . 
Machinery, various .. : : 
Weighing-machines .. es +e 
Candles .. ce . : 
Butter ae : 
Stoves and stove- fittings rt 
Clocks and watches .. ae 
Lead— 
Red 
White | ‘ie ea An me 
Yellow 
Oil-cake .. a : ae 
Sundries .. ‘ A 
Total value of Miscellaneous, Foreign aes 
_ Miscellaneous, local or Eastern, produce 
(total value, 664,127 dollars)— 
Sugar, white se os Piculs 22,385 
>» brown ax ne rr 16,921 
a MeBOCY an 35 2,249 
Peas and beans ne ae os 14,583 
Cotton, raw . re 13,973 
Drugs i ore ue a. re 
Cobalt as oH .. Catties asR¥E 
Chinese rice a .. Piculs 1,367 
ay silk re 5 or 
ae satins oe oe wa 
a5 silk and cotton mixtures BG 5 
eas silk damasks ae A vs 
Ba tea ee + cn 
nt paper NG Ae we 
vi ares J. intan) +. Pieces 211 
Grow aa and ean oil aa ee 
Rattans Piculs 274 


Safflower .. ni 


Dc, 


756 at 6 00 per barrel 


12 00 per picul 
0 11 per lb. 

7 50 per ewt. 
3 60 per case 


at 7 00 per picul 
£002 hye 
1200 ,, 
Le, 
1600 =, 


6 00 per catty 
1 50 per picul 


29 


15 00 per piece 


ee oe 


8 50 per picul 


Value. 


Dollars. 


4,536 
14,628 
3,455 
6,120 
71,514 
1,790 
2,038 
1,452 
2,250 
5,615 
1,586 
9,774 
11,332 
6,092 
35,335 
3,480 
7,628 
7,301 
1,605 
1,162 
1,508 
1.291 
2,903 
1,010 
4,208 
7,696 
2,090 
5,888 
1,605 
7,896 
4,273 
2,120 
1,200 


1,317 


9,738 
20,546 


269,982 


156,695 
67,684 
26,988 
24,791 

223,568 
16,252 
32,022 

2,050 
4,902 
28,381 
1,916 
1,267 
1,010 
1,637 
3,165 
1,103 
1,145 
2,329 
5,199 
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Value. 

Dollars. 
Liquorice .. se .. Piculs 486 4 50 per picul 2,187 
Camphor, refined .. -. Catties 400 6 00 per catty 2,400 
Garrs and red wood.. -. Piculs 221 85 00 per picul 18,785 
Musk fe ¥6 .. Catties 21 100 00 per catty 2,100 
Sapan wood On ae AICHLS 500 2 00 per picul 1,000 
Tortoiseshell ‘ + A aa és 7,324 
Porcelain .. fe 50 oa ia ak Se 2,891 
Dyes oo Ag 45 us os +e ee 1,360 
Packing matting .. ea eis “e a ae 2,222 
Live stock.. as ale ons ee ae 1,500 
Hides, horns, and Hoots ‘ ot e6 a aé 5,286 
Sundries .. ae a4 ae we od ee 14,968 

Total value of miscellaneous, local 

or Eastern, produce .. oc ee ar «- | 664,127 


Imports FroM Open Ports 1n Japan. (Total value, 98,900 dollars.) 


Value. 
Dollars. 
Cotton manufactures (total value, 23,053 
dollars) — Dae: 
Cotton yarn i .. Piculs 375 at 35 00 per picul 13,125 
Velvets «. -. Yards 3,590 0 30 per yard 1,077 
Cotton goods, inivecllandoas ar “a 13,048 0 25 53 3,262 
Cotton singlets and drawers .. Dozens 1,863 3 00 per doz. - 5,589 
Total value of cotton manufactures. . ra 3a a4 23,053 
Woollen manufactures (total value, 5,815 
dollars )— 
Woollen goods, miscellaneous.. Yards 22,365 0 26 per yard- 5,815 
Mixed cotton and woollen manufactures 
(total value, 18,294 dollars). Yards 70,361 0 26 per yard 18,294 
Arms and ammunition.. Pie =a ie oe se Nil. 
Metals is ot a 0 a oe i Nil. 
Miscellaneous, foreign (total value, 39,989 
dollars) — 
Tea lead .. ; .. Piculs 631 12 00 per picul 7,572 
Beer, wine, and spirits A a Ag ee 1,500 
Stores us ay ae aig es Se ee 2,000 
Sundries .. le Be avs 50 a ae 28,917 
Total value of miscellaneous foreign. a9 ar ee 39,989 
Miscellaneous, local or Eastern produce 
(total value, 11,749 cae 
Coal we AS ar 4c me ae 1,515 
Sundries .. as on oe ag “a oe 10,234 
Total value of miscellaneous, local, 5 
or Eastern produce .. a6 36 fc ic 11,749 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Dollars. 

Cotton manufactures eet ae Ag 294,320 

Woollen manufactures “ie RY 62,089 

Mixed cotton and woollen anahacfures oe 83,873 

Metals : we 98,961 
Arms and ammunition a a3 

Miscellaneous, foreign as De 309,971 

a local or Eastern produce re eS 675,876 

Total value of Import trade és oe 1 45325;090 


(No. 2.)—Rerturn of the Export Trade of Nagasaki for the Year ended 
December 31, 1875. 


To ENGLAND AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 


Total value, 2,061,804 dollars. 


Value. |Total Value. 


Tea (total value, 396,573 Ce D. c. | Dollars. Dollars. 
Superior .. Se Piculs 13,532 at 25 00 338,300 
Inferior .. aA us a 7,363 7 00 51,541 
Dust AR fs an oa 1,946 4 50 6,732 
396,573 
Copper ne aa we ee 108 22 00 ar 2,376 
Tobacco... te een 4. | 1aaeau, 900 if 119,205 
Wax ne 2 45 A 9,411 8 25 ne 77,641 
Camphor AA x 2,906. 22).50 we 36,325 
Coal (total value, 834, 926 dol. 
lars)— 
Takashima, large .. +» Tons 58,808 6 50 382,252 
2 small .. <- 5s 62,691 4150] 289,110 
Karatsu, medium... na >» 42,641 4 00 170,564 
———— 834,926 
Dried fish (total value, 223,950 
dollars) — 
Awabi aia co «+  Piculs 898 30 00 26,940 
Shrimps .. A oe Le 197 20 00 3,940 
Sharks’ fins Wa eh nA 356 40 00 14,249 
Biche- de-mer ra ue - 589 35 00 20,615 
Cuttle-fish . ae i 10,133 15 00 151,995 
Kaibashira (shell- fish) ave os 311 20 00 6,220 
rae 223,950 
Rice <5 5,697 3 00 aK 17,091 
Miscellaneous (total value, 353, 717 
dollars) — 
Porcelain .. ae oe ai ee ate 53,414 
Timber... are oe AD we at 51,751 
Ginseng .. ac +. Piculs 200 200 00 cc: 40,000 
Mushrooms 2 aa i 1,075 45 00 6 48,375 
Sulphur .. AS ee ng D200 aoO 3 13,082 
Isinglass .. ea as 33 374 428100 Ri 10,388 
Paper, writing An ws a a 1,908 
>» inferior ie me b a 40,073 
| Spa 41,981 
Seaweed .. AO ae oF 5,100 2 00 10,200 
oa ne as as Be 3 6,409 
es 16,600 
Awabi shells of ats sy 1,627 1 75 SE 2,847 
Shells, mixed 36 AS 5: ne ae 6,920 
Drugs ric ci a ae ee as 8,408 
Cassia Ac re Pe ” 974 3 00 ne 2,922 
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Value. {Total Value. 
D. c¢ Dollars. Dollars. 
Lacquer ware os ee ee we 7,344 
Bronze ba av a 49 de as 1,500 
Charcoal a «. Piculs 10,634 0 40 a 4,253 
Umbrellas .. Ae a oe s =f Don): 
Clothing .. ; ; 5% 2,893 
Hemp fe ss : aia 1,468 
Cotton piece-goods .. os “oe 4,215 
Woollen cloth <% ate ate 1,791 
Ammunition sie ; 35 1,278 
Stores : a 6,869 
Sundries 4 22,067 
Total value of exports to 
England and other coun- ae 2,061,804 
tries } 
To Oprn Ports IN JAPAN. 
Total value, 97,499 dollars. 
Value. 
Cotton manufactures (total value, 10,205 
dollars)— D. ¢. Dollars. 
Grey shirtings . Yards 128,000 at 2 30 per 40 yards 7,360 
Turkey reds ie a Ss 29,600 -- 2.00 a, ne 1,480 
Cotton yarn . Piculs 39 35 00 per picul 1,365 
Total value of cotton manufactures . : an 56 10,205 
Woollen manufactures (total value, 
14,256 dollars) — 
Lustres .. wie an sts ae ae a 9,375 
Blankets .. se bie LADS. 3,500 0 45 per Ib. 1,575 
Woollen goods (miscellaneous) Yards 12,715 0 26 per yard 3,306 
Total value of woollen manufactures. . & 14,256 
Mixed cotton and woollen manufactures 
total value, 2,907 dollars) — 
Yards 11,181 0 26 per yard 2,907 
Miscellaneous, foreign (total value, 25,213 
dollars) — 
Metals, sundries .. as fe Ps OO oe: 
Wool i sie 7 ne 1,547 
Medicines . sae” we oe ae ae 1,159 
Stores .. oe 5 Oe: 1,006 
Sundries .. Ais ate c ate er 18,169 
Total value of miscellaneous, foreign, . a as 25,213 
Miscellaneous, Eastern (total value, 
44,918 dollars)— 
Sugar, brown 3 Piculs «- 4 00 per picul 4,760 
>» candy ere 45 oe 200! Bs 1,008 
Peas and beans : ite e3 ee 1 50 s<Ge 2,839 
Coal, large ac .. Tons 59 6 50 per ton 9,236 
ist small 3 $0 ss “se 4:50) eer 3,676 
Chinese satins a Bis he a0 Ao ; 3,633 
Tortoise-shell aa An fo ne ; 3,463 
Garro-wood are ee ie a5 A 1,844 
Musk... oe fs os es : ais 1,700 
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Safflower .. 


Vonnilios.. s a s 1,053 
Pee ee : io q é 1,526 
Sundries .. a Ac Ga a On oS 8,500 


Total value of miscellaneous, Eastern 


RECAPITULATION. 

Dollars. 
eH bis =a ee sis 396,573 
Copper ee oe ee ae oF 2,376 
Tobacco ihe oe oe ee oe 119,205 
Wax .. as “ip an we 77,641 
Camphor ais as ae oF 36,325 
Coal .. ws xe Re ae -. 847,838 
Dried fish an Xe ee ar ne 223,950 
Rice .. Je we “5 aE ale 17,091 

Miscellaneous (including whole of exports to open ports, 
excepting coal) 6 ve «» 438,304 
Total value of export trade at ie we, 2,159,303 


(No. 3.)\—Rerurn of Treasure Imported into Nagasaki during the Year 
ended December 31, 1875. : 


Total value of Treasure imported ($575,386) 


Dollars. 

Treasure imported from foreign countries at «« 167,923 
% open ports in Japan .. .. 407,463 
Total fe ne ahs oi oe) Oe OsoRO 


Return of Treasure Exported from Nagasaki during the Year ended 
December 31, 1875. 


Total value of Treasure exported, $364,135. 


Dollars. 
Treasure exported to foreign countries er «. 135,367 
” of open ports in Japan Or we | 2285768 


Total ee ee ee oe +» 364,135 


76 JAPAN. 


(No. 4.)—Retrurn of all Foreign Shipping Entered and Cleared at the 
Port of Nagasaki during the Year ended December 31, 1875. 


Entered. Cleared. 
Nationality. Mimi... 
Number.| Tonnage. | Number.| Tonnage. 
British, general ~ ws oe 120 67,791 122 67,717 
American, ditto ae rhs 43 22,627 43 22,627 
oh mail steamers oa ee 87 170,927 87 170,927 
French eas re an Ss 5 1,474 5 1,474 
German aie 17 5,150 17 5,150 
Russian ‘ 9 2,840 9 2,840 
Danish oe St ss de 9 3,328 9 3,328 
Swedish .. = ar aka 3 851 oy 851 
Hawaiian .. 1 475 ri 475 
Chinese 56 nF ae 2 952 2 oe SEY 
Dutch sans Ms a x Nil Nil Nil Nil 
Austro-Hungarian 3 3 ae ne oH 
Italian ” ” ” ” 
Spanish .. my) Fy ” 9 
Portuguese. . Be ai a oF 
Peruvian BF, Br ” “8 
Total ae wa oh 296 276,415 294 276,341 


(No. 5.)—Return of the Duties on Exports and Imports and of Shipping 
Dues collected at Nagasaki, during the Year ended December 31, 1875. 


Dollars. - 
Duty collected on Imports .. Hes ae -. 02,080 
s a Exports .. ee A as.  OSI8S0) 
Total amount of duties collected oe: * 110,910 
Return of shipping dues... a 40 22 wo peke 


(No. €6.)—Retrunn showing the Number of British Residents and Firms, 
also Number of Residents and Firms of each Foreign Nationality. 


British residents ae K = ve 29 
50° “frms she sa a ae ah 9 
American residents . os 3 a hi 38 
ty] firms 5 3 
German residents : 15 
>» firms & 
French residents 
| wairms #0 
Dutch residents 
» firms 


Danish residents 
Austro-Hungarian ditto 
Swedish and Norwegian ditto 
Portuguese ditto 

Russian ditto 

Chinese ditto 


Ss 


={ 
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NIIGATA. 
Mr. Woolley to Sir H Parkes. 


Sir, Yedo, October 4, 1875. 

I mAve the honour to state that, in accordance with your instruc- 
tions, I proceeded to the Kencho at Niigata on the 12th ultimo, the day 
after my arrival at that port, and had an interview with Mr. Nambu 
Nobuchika, the Sanji who is at present acting as Governor, Mr. Kusumoto 
Masataka, the late Governor, having been transferred to the Home 
Department at Yedo. He received me very courteously, and after I had 
told him the object of my visit, he expressed his willingness to assist me 
in collecting information upon matters connected with his ken. I found 
him, however, exceedingly reticent and cautious in all h's remarks. 

1. In reply to my first question—had any steps been taken to carry 
out M. Lindau’s plan for the improvement of the harbour—he said that 
the Kencho had received no instructions on the subject from the Govern- 
ment in Yedo, and he held out no hope of the work being shortly 
commenced, merely contenting himself with the remark that the commer- 
cial prosperity of the port would be greatly enhanced if a suitable 
harbour were made. I afterwards heard, on good authority, that the 
native merchants had subscribed 100,000 dollars towards the harbour 
works, and that an engineer was shortly expected from Yedo; but when 
I asked Mr. Nambu a second time upon the prospect of a harbour being 
made, he told me that the Government had no intention at present of 
making one, and that the money subscribed had been spent in other 
ways, 

The depth of water in the channel which runs through the bar is 
about 64 feet. 

2. I thanked Mr, Nambu for taking care of the Consular property, 
and upon my asking to see it, he sent an officer with me to tixe Custom- 
house, where it is lying in one of the godowns. The articles corres- 
ponded in number and description to those mentioned in the list which 
Mr. Enslie gave the Custom-house authorities. They were all in good 
condition. I may mention here that the temple which formed the old 
Consulate was destroyed by fire in March last. It is being rebuilt by 
public subscription. 

8. Mr. Hashiguchi, the Superintendent of Customs, informed me that 
since the receipt in December of the despatch of the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, instrueting the Governor that the Custom-house was in future to 
receive the papers of British ships entering Niigata, two British ships 
had been entered and cleared at the Custom-house, the ‘‘ John Mackean”’ 
and the “Lyrrmoon,” which arrived respectively on April 14th 
and 18th. ; 

4, When stopping at Teradomadi, on my road to Niigata, I took the 
opportunity of seeing the cutting which has been made there. The 
banks have already broken away in many places, and there are such 
evident signs of further landslips, that it is almost dangerous to walk 
along the path by its edge. ‘The work was abandoned in the winter of 
the year before last. The great destruction of rice consequent upon the 
inundations of the river last July caused the peasants to petition the 
Kencho to have the work recommenced. Mr, Nambu told me that the 
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Government had no intention of entertaining their petition, and that the 
work was finally abandcned. 

5. The steam navigation on the Shinanogawa is yery limited. Three 
passenger steamers run daily from Niigata to Sanjo, Nagaoka, and Kameda, 
and there are also two or three small paddle-boats, worked by hand, 
plying between Niigata and Kudzuzuka along the canal which unites the 
Aganokawa with the Shinanogawa. I heard that another steamer had 
been purchased for 10,000 nijés, for use on the latter river. The steam- 
tender “ Niigata Maru,” provided by the Government according to 
Treaty for the purpose of landing goods from foreign ships, is out of 
order, and the ‘‘ Victoria,’’ or “ Kobe Maru” (112 tons burden) has been 
purchased to supply its place. It is eventually intended, I believe (but 
Mr. Nambu could not speak positively on the point), to run this steamer 
between Niigata and Hakodate, under the command of Captain Fagg, a 
Dutchman. 

6. The road over the Mikuni Pass has been thoroughly repaired, but 
it will probably be but little used after the completion, about the end of 
next year, of a new road, the opening of which will certainly produce a 
great change in the trade of Nugata. Not only will the distance between 
Yedo and Niigata be reduced by over fifty miles,* but the transport of 
goods will be greatly facilitated by utilising the water communication of 
the Tonegawa between Yedo and Maebashi, and that of the Shinanogawa 
between Nagaoka and Niigata. For 117 miles, then, as seen by the 
itinerary given below;. goods can be conveyed by boat, while the land 
journey hes through a tolerably easy country. This will cause a very 
great reduction in the charges for transport. A Japanese always incurs 
less expenses in trade than a foreigner, and can therefore be content with 
smaller profits. He can afford to wait his opportunity of purchasing 
goods at Yedo or Yokohama in a cheap market, and can take his time in 
transporting them to Niigata. Even at present, with the high charges 
for transport, he can very favourably compete with the foreign merchant 
in the sale of foreign goods, and upon a reduction of the charges conse- 
quent upon the opening of this road, he will be able to undersell the 
foreign merchant to such an extent that Niigata, in its present state, 
without a harbour, will, to all intents, be closed to foreign trade. The 
liability of goods to be damaged on the road, and the delay in receiving 
them through the carelessness of his native employés, are drawbacks to 
a foreigner adopting land transport. He has therefore to send his goods 
by sea, » and to pay not only more than twice as heavy charges of freight 
and insurance as he wou!d to any other port in Japan, but also landing 
charges upon the arrival of the ship. 

Native merchants in the Wakamatsu Ken and surrounding districts, 
instead of having to buy their goods at Yokohama, as they do now, and 
to transport them via Sendai to thei respective provinces, will then 
probably find it cheaper to make their purchases in Niguta, As this 
road is likely to be the highway of tr.tfic between Yedo and Niigata, I 
have given the itinerary of it, obtained from the Tst-un-Kaisha (Through 
‘Transport Company), formerly called Riku-wa-Kaisha (Land Transport 
Company). 


* Distance by Mikuni route, about 235 miles; by new route, 180 miles. 
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Ri* cho keu 
Yedo Me fe: Pe a ee 
Kumagaye .. ae ar aie +» 14 30 40 
Maebashi .. iia oc m5 isi lO oe 05h 0 
Shiroi Ave EStie O 
Numata 4c oe ch ae As 18h Ph 
Yuhara ee fe # ara sie 520) 980 
Yuhisé alg: * 0 
Bund 2 oe TST 6 
Nanatsagaya . F40y 10 
Marusaun ee ae jo toy TP) 
Stumidzu.. oe we kee Ora th 
Nagasaki “i ax we ly (Sh ,...0 
Muckamachi . an «s ea ae Ee (£0 
Nagaoka .. a a ee on oe BOs 0 
Niigata (it Lior, 

ZL B2e" 40 


Or about 180 miles. 


7. I beg to inclose a Table showing the number and tonnage of 
British ships which have been entered and cleared at Niigata, and the 
number and tonnage of foreign-built ships owned by Japanese. 

I also inclose four Tables of the Imports and Exports from October 1874 
to August 31, 1875, compiled from returns supplied me by the Custom- 
house. This period will give a pretty fair idea of the trade of the port 
for the whole year, as very few ships or junks enter Niigata in the 
winter months, owing to the difficulty of landing goods. . The values in 
these Tables are only approximately correct, as the Returns are care- 
lessly drawn up by the Custom-house—in some cases quantities, in others 
the values of goods only being given. Moreover, duty has been paid in 
Yokohama on nearly all the imports (Niigata, as far as foreign trade is 
concerned, being little more than an outlet for the sale of the surplus of 
foreign goods imported into Yokohama), and consequently merchants 
declare any value they choose. Mr. Weber, a merchant at Niigata, very 
kindly assisted me in drawing up these Tables. Goods under the value 
of 1,000 dollars I have classed under sundries. The most important 
foreign imports, ic will be seen, are iron, sugar, and cotton yarn. Over 
90,000 dollars’ worth of iron has been imported in the period mentioned. 
Round iron and nail rod are most largely imported. At Tsubame there 
is a large nail manufactory, and great skill is shown by the workmen. 
Round iron is chiefly used in the manufacture of braziers and handles of 
drawers, &c. Sheet iron is but slightly used, except for stove pipes, and 
bar iron is not imported at all. Over 50,000 dollars’ worth of dried fish 
was imported from Hakodate, and over 40,000 dollars’ worth of salt from 
Kamii, near Osaka. Only a trifling quantity of kerosine oil (petroleum 
lamps being used in the houses and streets) and vegetable wax is 
imported. ‘The principal export is rice. 

The following Table was supplied me by the Kencho :— 


Export of rice from January 1 to December 31, 1874 :— 


Hiyé.t Yeu sen rin 
Uncleaned rice =F ae 441,423 856,291 86 6 
Cleaned rice . es rs 18,814 38,966 84 0 


Total .. ae a 460,237 895,258 70 6 


* Ri equai to 2} miles. 
+ Hiyé equal to 2} bushels. 
[650 | G 
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Export of rice from January 1 to August 31, 1875 :— 


Hiyé. Yeu sen rin 

Uncleaned rice ee we 294,757 585,791 55 5 
Cleaned rice . Ps A 18,914 39,216 84 0 
Total .. ie te 313,671 625,018 39 5 


The Japanese junk trade, both as regards imports and exports, has 
greatly decreased, the returns for the last year showing the imports to 
have amounted to 2,003,026 dollars, and the exports to 1,700,640 dollars, 
whilst this year, up to August 31, the imports amounted to 598,405 
dollars, and the exports to 733,698 dollars, of which latter sum 574,006 
dollars represent the value of rice alone exported to Osaka. The imports 
in foreign vessels show a slight increase on those of last year. 

8. There are at present thirteen foreigners resident in Niigata, of 
whom two are merchants, three missionaries, and the rest are in the 
employ of the Japanese Government. 

9. Various opinions are held about the extent of injury which has 
been done to the crops this year by the inundations of the Shwanogawa. 
Mr. Nambu told me that 30,000 koku had been destroyed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Niigata, and that 720,000 yen had been spent by the 
Kencho in relieving farmers whose houses and lands had been damaged. 
The price of rice ‘has risen immensely. Last month it varied between 
2°80 and 3 yen a picul, whilst in January last year it was only 1-50 yen. 
The retail price per koku (5°13 bushels) was 8°50 yen. 

I may mention the existence at Niigata of a rice exchange (Beisha) 
from which the Government, I was told, “derive a large sum. Mr, Nambu 
told me the Company was a private one, and denied that the Government 
received anything, but this 1s not true. It appears that the Company 
consists of fifty members, each of whom pays a sum of 50 dollars as 
entrance fee. The sales are conducted by auction, the highest bidder 
becoming the purchaser. 5 per cent. bargain money is deposited at the 
time of purchase, and after the lapse of ten days the purchaser may, if he 
think fit, throw up his contract by forfeiting his bargain money, or he 
can adhere to it by paying another 5 per cert. The rice is taken 
delivery of at the end of the month, and the price paid is according to 
the market value at that time. I was unable to find out what percentage 
the Government derive from the Company, but I heard that it was the 
intention of the merchants to abolish the Company in November unless 
the Government consented to be less extortionate. A commission of four 
men had been sent to Yedo to treat with the Government on the 
subject. 

According to a tabular statement printed by the Keneho, 1,551,050 
koku of rice, valued at 6,187,997 yen, were produced in the Niigata ‘ken 
in 1874, and the taxes collected on this amounted to 1 ,661,482 yen. 

10. Very little tea has been,sent to Yokohama this year, owing to 
the low prices ruling there, and the refusal of the growers to sell it at a 
price sufficiently low to allow buyers to make a profit, To keep up the 
prices the larger growers formed themselves into a guild, and bought up 
all the tea of the smaller growers. ‘Tea is sent overland at the rate of 
2°50 yen per picul. The ‘production in this ken last year amounted to 
306,288 catties. The statistics for this year have not been drawn up. 
The chief places where it is grown are Murakami, Kurokawa, Shibata, 
Niitsu, Muramatsu, and Gosen. 

11. The quantity of petroleum produced is double that of last year, 
3,264 koku having been produced in 1874, and 8,368 koku in the half 
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year ended June 80. Within the Niigata ken there are 24, 10,5, and 
20 oil wells in the districts of Kubiki, Kariha, Mishima, and Kanbara 
respectively. A number of Companics have been formed for the purpose 
of refining this oil. The largest is that headed by Ishizaka Shinz6, who 
started it six years ago. The refining process is conducted in a large 
house built in foreign style in February 1874, on the outskirts of Tenkoyi, 
the chief town of the Nagano ken. 600 koku of oil are manufactured 
monthly, and the price per shé (about 3 pints) is only 7 cents. The oil 
refined here is all brought from Tattaci, Shishaci, and Tomibara, in the 
neighbourhood. No foreign machinery is employed. 

12. Coal shows an increase. In 1874 121,920 kuamme (about 
454 tons) were produced, and 82,448 kuamme in the half year of 1875, 
The principal mines are in the village of Akatane, in the district of 
Kanbara. There are mines also at Sakai and Omuro, in the same 
district, and at Fabemura and Oishimura, in the Iwabane district. 

I could not gain any trustworthy information on mines either from 
Mr. Nambu or from any one else. 

Copper is found at Masemura and Nodzumi-mura, in the Mishima 
district, and at Iyahiko mura and Otassi-mura, in Kanbara. 

Silver is found at Otochiyama-mura and Shimo-on-dachi-mura, in the 
district of Uwonuma. None of the mines are under foreign guidance, 
nor is foreign machinery used. 

13. Whilst at Niigata I visited the prison, schools, and hospital. 
The prison is remarkable for its’ scrupulous cleanliness; nothing offensive 
was seen or smelt anywhere. The cells are large and airy, and the 
prisoners look on the whole well, as well as persons confined in a room 
for any length of time could look. Each prisoner is allowed a little over 
a go (about 1+ gills) of rice three times daily, every other day fish, and 
sometimes meat. Prisoners sentenced to hard labour are allowed double 
rations. These latter men are employed inside the prison compound in 
making tiles, chopping wood, and in erecting buildings for the purpose 
of making paper and cleaning rice. They are also hired by the towns- 
people at 8 cents a day, but this plan of allowing such men to roam 
about the streets, sometimes without chains, is very objectionable. 
Upon the completion of the above-mentioned buildings they will all be 
employed within the prison compound. 

The number of prisoners undergoing penal servitude is 207, of whom 
192 are men and 15 women. 58 are waiting trial for felony, 1 is im- 
prisoned for life, and 62 are under restraint on. suspicion. 

_ There are three schools in addition to primary: schools in Niigata. 
The Go-Gakko, or foreign school, and the Shihan-Gakko, or normal 
school, have been established by the Education Department. The object 
of the former is to teach foreien languages, and train pupils for the 
Kaisie-Gakko in Yedo. Similar schools are established in Yedo, Nagoza, 
Osaka, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Miyagi, and Acoomoré. Two courses of 
study are laid down, a senior and junior one, each lasting three years. 
The age of admission is between thirteen and eighteen, and the fees 
charged are 1 yen per month for the first class, and 50 c. for the second, 
and even less than that if the boy’s parents can give satisfactory proof 
that they cannot afford to pay more. There are at present forty boarders, 
who pay 24 yen per month, and sixty out-pupils. The school is under 
the direction of Professor Wychoff, an American. A new school-house 
and teachers’ house are being built, and will be completed by the end of 
the month. 

The normal school was established here in October 1874, for the 
purpose of training teachers for primary schools. Foreign languages are 


not taught. The age of admission is from twenty years, and the fees per 
; . G 2 
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month, including board, amount to 8 yen. The school is in foreign 
style, and is one of the finest buildings in Niigata. Wings for the 
accommodation of boarders are being added to it. Similar schools are to 
be found in the Aichi, Mizagi, and Hiroshima Kens, and in Yedo, Baka, 
and Nagasaki. Within the school compound is a primary school, to 
which people send their children for a trifling sum. Here the pupil- 
masters are trained to teach, and those who show most ability are selected 
as masters, and drafted off to primary schools in various parts of the 
country. 

There is also a local Government school, under the direction of a 
Mr. Moss, an Englishman. Sub-divisions of this school are found at 
Nagaoka, Kashiunzaki, Takata, and Shibata. 

Very little can be said in favour of the hospital. It only contains 
accommodation for thirty-five patients. The wards are small, and the 
ventilation is bad. It is under the direction of Dr. Van der Heyden, a 
Dutchman, an able and energetic man, who will doubtless be instru- 
mental in getting the authorities to enlarge and improve it. He has 100 
pupils under him, to whom he gives daily lectures from 9 to 10 a.m. 
The hospital is deficient in surgical instruments, but contains a fair 
laboratory. 

14. The population of Niigata is about 34,000, and it contains a 
floating population of about 10,000. The population of the whole ken 
in 1874 is put down at 1,388,353, of whom 696,731 are men, and 
691,622 women. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


15. The most important change which has taken place in Niigata this 
year is the separation of the judicial from the civil work of the Kencho, 
by the establishment on the 22nd of June of a Judicial Court, under the 
presidency of Mr. Tsutsumi Masaono and a staff of officials from Yedo. 
I called upon the Chief Judge. He complained to me very bitterly of the 
obstinacy and ignorance of the lower classes, and of the consequent diffi- 
culty he met with in examining witnesses. Superstition may be added 
to their other faults, and a dislike of foreign missionaries, which mani- 
fested itself not long ago by a number of priests forcing their way into 
the house of a Baptist Missionary, and breaking up part of his furniture. 
The Governor of the Ken condoled with him, and a policeman was set to 
guard the house. 

It is intended to separate the Custom-house at Sado from the Aikaun 
Ken, and to make it subject to the Niigata Custom-house, which will 
shortly be placed under the control of the Revenue Department, as is the 
case in the other open ports. It is not unlikely that Sado itself will be 
brought under the jurisdiction of the Niigata Ken, but Mr. Nambu could 
give me no definite information on the point. 

The town continues to keep up the character it gained under the late 
administration of Mr. Kusumoto, of being one of the cleanest and best 
laid-out towns in Japan. In every part it gives one the idea of the 
existence in it of a high state of prosperity. New school-houses, as stated 
above, and a new Court-house, are being erected. Roads are being 
extended and new ones made. Tolerably well drained and clean as the 


- town is, it can scarcely be called healthy, as shown by the prevalence of 


fever and ague. This is attributable to the excess of moisture in the air 
arising from the canals which intersect the town in all directions, and to 
the river water, which is almost solely drunk. 

The people, as in most large towns in Japan, are beginning to adopt 
foreign inventions. A rice mill, worked by steam, has been put up. A 
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company was formed not long ago to manufacture wine. An Italian was 
engaged as Superintendent, but the attempt was a failure. Grapes are so 
plentiful in the province that wine-making may eventually prove a 
success. Boots and hats are made, and shops where foreign articles are 
sold are springing up very fast. It is said that over 2,000 people gain a 
livelihood in Niigata by selling snow-ice in the summer months. Holes 
for the snow to drift in are dug in the sand hills by the sea shore, and 
thatched over at the end of winter. The snow has been known to last 
for two years. 

Niigata is still celebrated for the number and beauty of its women. 
It contains 258 brothels, which also serve as inns, The taxes taken 
from prostitutes and singing girls amounted in 1874 to 22,500 yen. 

The Government derive a large revenue from the sale of the manure 
of the town. Formerly the people, as in Yedo and other towns, had the 
right to sell their own manure, but the late Governor forbade this. 
Last year 30,000 yen were paid to the Kencho by one contractor for 
manure, and this year twenty contractors have agreed to pay the 
Government 15 riyés each per day for it. The money derived in this 
way was spent, or so it was stated, in laying out roads and improving the 
town. There is no doubt that peculation is carried on to a great extent 
by the officials in this, as in other kens in Japan, Money was extorted 
from the people in various ways last year. A verandah tax was levied, 
which the people paid rather than break down the verandahs, which 
form the greatest protection to the houses in winter, and the only place 
of traffic when the streets are sometimes three or four feet deep in snow. 
This tax has now been rescinded. The people were also ordered to 
abandon cremation, and bury their dead in a certain quarter, and pay 
5 riyés a tsubo for the land, but this they refused to do and buried their 
bodies by stealth in the sand hills and any convenient place. The 
authorities thereupon withdrew the order, and cremation is still 
tolerated. 

Weaving is carried on largely at Niitsuke, Sanjo, and Kameda. 
Most of the cotton yarn imported into Niigata is mixed with Japanese 
cotton and woven into cloth. Niitsuke alone supplies the whole of the 
northern provinces as far as Matsumae with cloth, but trade has fallen 
off of late years, and the people complain that owing to the cessation of 
festivities consequent upon the suppression of so many Buddhist temples, 
they cannot sell their cloth. Weaving, as well as the printing and 
dyeing of grey shirtings, are conducted when the people are not engaged 
in attending to the crops. 

I asked Mr. Nambu if he had heard whether the Government had 
any intention or not of constructing a line of railway between Tsumga 
and Osaka, and)what influence he thought such a line would have on 
Niigata. He merely replied that it would increase the prosperity of the 
place. He evidently had no ideas on the subject. 

A telegraph line is to be constructed between Shirakaun and Shibata, 
whither the troops have been removed from Niigata, owing to the un- 
healthy situation of the barracks. eR § 

Should this report appear to you meagre and imperfect, I think it 
due to myself to state that my limited stay of eight days in Niigata 
prevented my making it more complete. It has been drawn up almost 
entirely from statistics supplied me by the Japanese authorities. 
Mr. Leysuer, the German Consul, was unfortunately absent at the time 
of my visit, and I have to acknowledge my indebtedness to Mr. A. R. 
Weber for his kindness in giving me information on every subject con- 
nected with Niigata. , 

It has been my aim to answer, as fully as my materials would permit, 
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the questions contained in the Memorandum which you handed to me on 
my leaving Yedo. 
I have, &e. 


(Signed) W. H. WOOLLEY. 


Return of Imports into Niigata, in Foreign Vessels, between 
October 1874 and August 1875. 


From Open Ports or JAPAN. 


Description. Value. 

Yen. 
Shirtings i: Bu Bc 20,487 
Cotton yarn and shirtings Ph et 6,760 
Cotton Sis ah se ae 17,750 
5 yarn , ay aS ate 25,336 
Italian cloth . axe ae ais 1,350 
Sugar ae NG oe “8 53,663 
Iron on = a fe 18,272 
Wines and spirits et ae 1,148 
Dried fish .. ay as Re 2,830 
Sundries .. ote Be sae 3,821 
Total a A ‘is 151,417 

Exerorts. 
Description. Value, 

Yen. 
Tea aa be ee ws 8,385 
Rice fe Ie <8 An 16,681 

Sundries .. es a ae 625 - 

Total i, Rie ae 25,691 


Return of Imports and Exports in Foreign-built Ships, owned by 
Japanese, October 1874 to August 1875. 


Description. Value. 

Yen. 
Shirtings .. a oh A 15,925 
Yarn a 6 an oe 11,160 
Sugar cee ae As ae 9,671 
Tron Hs 45 ae % 19,272 
Medicines .. ath Sie Ws 2,008 
Window-glass be ‘16 es 1,655 
Wines, &c... fe og ore 1,210 
Machinery .. ie oe es 2,054 
Sundries .. ae an we 5,165 
Total as we ae 68,120 

Exports. 

Description. - Value. 

Neon. 
Lead eu aid if iz 2,192 
Hardware .. ce 4 ae 2,740 
Rice Be % ys ae 29,319 
Sundries .. 35 dia ae 2,240 
, Total eg on Ms 36,491 
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Return of Imports into Niigata in Japanese Junks, January 1 to 
August 31, 1875. 


Description. 
Tea = ee 
Salt a ae 
Blue dye ee 
Ink ae 
Hemp .. ws 
Sake .. A 
Mirrors oe 
Fans... P 


Sagar-candy 
Japanese materasses 


Old clothes ote 
Japanese hats 7 
Timber .. ae 
Japanese matting .. 
Tron A AB 
Hardware at 
Copper .. o. 
Old iron . se 
Anchors . 

Tobacco . 

Coarse cotton goods 
Bamboo .. as 
Clothes .. a 
Charcoal . ar 
Medicines oe 
Mushrooms oF 
Umbrellas 

Lime .. nS 
Cod roe... ze 
Masts .. ace 


Value. 


Yen. 
1,711 
42,914 
18,975 
4,440 
5,440 
3,447 
4,840 
1,658 
1,790 
3,101 
25,122 
5,436 
1,887 
17,913 
52,265 
5,843 
2,901 
1,540 
1,885 
4,515 
1,365 
1,376 
7,726 
3,344 
8,509 
1,458 
1,751 
1,623 
1,008 
1,048 


Description. 


Wicks .. 
Lamp-black 
Sorobau febacwt) . 
Seaweed 

Clogs, facings of. 
Rice ca 
White sugar 
Brown ditto 

19) Ae a on 
Hones .. 

Cotton .. 
Crockery 

Dried fish 

Tallow .. 

Paper .. 

Honey 
Confectionery 
Vermicelli 

Salt salmon 
Bonito .. sia 
Whale .. 

Wine lees 

Rape oil 

Fish oil . 


Herrings 


Sundries 


Total 


Value. 
Yen. 
1,592 
1,807 
5,885 


1 2'660 


1,657 
3,004 
27,746 
73,323 
1,800 
1,111 
36,451 
34,487 
2,338 
59,508 
85,901 
i. 3,786 
¥, 1,004 


es 5,894 


8,748 
A 6,536 
Py 4,045 
5,814 
4,341 
a 1,185 
{ 28,507 

1,459, 


ap 12,385 


--| 598,405 


Exports in Japanese Junks, January 1 to August 31, 1875 


Description. 

Ries) os: oe 
Brown sugar : 
Soy rm oe 
Cotton .. es 
Striped ditto es 
Crockery . Be 
Mats .. ; 

Peats) nes 4: 


Confectionery he 
Bonito P 

Dried sardines. 
Beans ‘ 
Oil lees .. ‘ 
Rape oil . : 
Shochin .. ‘ 
Matting . . 
Tron a : 


——— —_——_——_ 


Value. 


Yen. 
574,006 
2,401 
3,327 
6,978 
17,046 
3,667 
2,711 
{,902 
1,038 
15322 
19,013 
6,147 
1,012 
1,066 
10,630 
2,198 
35 L089 


Description. Value. 

Yen. 
Hardware 1,292 
Tobacco ve 2,026 
Lacquer-ware .. a 1,469 
Losin Fits ari 1,275 
Wheat .. Ae 3,298 
Salta. Be 2,861 
Blue dye ; é Ta 
Waterproof coats . 30 1,402 
Sake .. a oe 33,890 
Miso A ae 1,279 
Perfumery ro 1,159 
Candles (Japanese) ae 4,402 
Cedar rafters en 3,535 
Sundries mei 21,587 
Total 733,698 
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Return of Foreign Ships Entered and Cleared at Niigata, from 
October 1874 to August 1875. 


Entered. Cleared. 
Nationality. 
No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 
British .. ae Ae 4 1,985 4 1,985 


Return of Foreign-built Ships, owned by Japanese, entering Niigata. 


Entered. Cleared. 


No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 


Steamers .. Aa me 6 3,510 6 3,510 
Sailing-vessels bie or 2 402 2 402 
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YEDO. 
Sir H. Parkes to the Earl of Derby. 
My Lord, Yedo, July 18, 1876. 


I wave the honour to place before your Lordship the usual summary 
of the foreign trade of Japan for the year 1875, compiled from the 
Consular returns of Trade for that year which have already been 
forwarded to your Lordship. 

The result shows that the imports amounted to 29,467,067 dollars, or 
an increase of nearly twenty-two per cent. on those of 1874, and the 
exports to 18,014,890 dollars, or a decrease of nearly ten per cent. on 
those of 1874. 

It must not, however, be hastily assumed that the import trade with 
Japan is increasing to the extent that these figures might be supposed to 
denote, or that the productive power of the country is on the decline. 
It is well known that a large proportion of the foreign goods included 
in these returns has been sold at a loss to the importers, and that 
although the production of Japanese silk and tea in 1875 exceeded in 
quantity that of previous years, it was exported at lower values. 

The following table shows that for four years the total foreign trade 
of Japan has fluctuated between 44,000,000 dollars and 50,000,000 dollars, 
and that the aggregate of the year 1875 is 3,000,000 dollars less than 
that of 1872, 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
EB L2 9. ts a ae 26,188,441 24,294,532 50,482,973 
PETS se “aM AB 27,444,068 20,660,994 48,105,062 
1874 ara oe we 24,223,629 20,001,637 44,225,266 
REVO) Aes a a 29,467,067 18,014,890 47,481,957 
ImMPoRTS. 


Reference to table C shows that the increase in the imports of 1875 
is common to all classes of goods, with the exception of a decrease in 
cotton manufactures of 134,713 dollars, and in Eastern produce of 
38,513 dollars. This increase, however, is only slight in the three classes 
of mixed cotton and woollen manufactures, metals, and arms and 
ammunition, but is very marked in those of woollen manufactures and 
miscellaneous goods amounting to 2,257,740 dollars in the case of the 
former, and to 2,802,448 dollars in the case of the latter. 

The increase in woollen manufactures would have appeared con- 
siderably larger, if, as Mr. Annesley has pointed out, the Hiogo Customs 
had entered mousselines de laine under that head instead of under mixed 
cotton and woollen goods. 

The trade in woollens is subject to great fluctuations. In 1872 it 
amounted to 6,535,014 dollars; in 1873 it fell to 4,879,140 dollars; and 
in 1874 to 1,558,896 dollars. Again, in 1875 it reached, according to 
these returns, 3,846,636, which is probably more than half a million 
below the actual amount, in consequence of the erroneous entry of the 
Hiogo Customs above referred to. 
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This comparative recovery in the woollen trade is attributable to 
the steadily increasing importation of mousselines de laine which are 
produced by French dyers and manufacturers in patterns and qualities 
admirably suited to Japanese taste. While cloths and camlets have been 
neglected, the demand for mousselines de laine has steadily increased, 
and in 1875 the amount imported into Kanagawa was 2,393,157 dollars, 
while the value of all other woollens was only 474,386 dollars. 

Mr. Annesley also speaks of the deliveries of mousselines de laine at 
Hidgo having amounted last year to 1,089,674 dollars, while the impor- 
tation of all other woollens is returned at 916,004 dollars. It is not too 
much to say that two-thirds of the woollen trade of 1875 consisted of 
mousselines de laine. 

The trade in cotton manufactures is steadier than that in woollens, 
but exhibits a tendency to decline. In 1872 it was 10,065,155 dollars, 
in 1873 9,793,488 dollars, in 1874 9,108,750 dollars, and in 1875 
8,974,037 dollars. In 1875 the importation of shirtings fell to 
47,637,309 yards, valued at 2,626,723 dollars, the imports of 1874 having 
been 65,442,004 yards, valued at 3,736,628 dollars. This decrease, 
however, was nearly compensated for by increased importations of cotton 
yarn, which rose from 104,904 piculs valued at 3,575,554 dollars in 1874, 
to 137,253 piculs valued at 4,057,840 dollars in 1875, and by a large 
demand for cambrics, chintzes, imitation satins or Italian cloths, velvets, 
&c., amounting to more than 800,000 dollars in excess of the value of 
similar imports in 1874. 

The large increase in miscellaneous goods, which is returned at 
8,546,835 dollars, does not denote a proportionate advance of trade in the 
many minor articles comprised under this head, as the imports on account 
of Government are included in that total, and these amounted in 1875 to 
the considerable sum of 8,547,546 dollars. Of this sum 2,000,000 dollars 
consisted of arms and munitions of war; machinery amounted to half a 
million, and the remaining million consisted of ordinary articles of 
merchandise. ‘The value of miscellaneous goods imported in the way of 
trade was therefore 4,999,289 dollars. The value of the importations 
under the same head in 1874 was 5,744,387 dollars, which included 
importations on Government account to the amount of 1,259,116 dollars. 
The actual trade of that year in miscellaneous foreign goods was therefore 
4,485,272 dollars, and the increase observable in 1875 is accordingly 
limited to the sum of 514,017 dollars. 

The operations in Eastern produce, which are almost entirely in the 
hands of Chinese, and consist chiefly of Chinese sugar and cotton, 
amounted in the aggregate to 4,863,488 dollars, or nearly the same as 
the total of 1874. ‘The returns show that the consumption of Chinese 
sugar steadily increases in Japan, having reached last year the large 
amount of 3,482,588 dollars, which gives an advance of 869,529 dollars 
on the import of 1874. Cotton, on the other hand, fell from 1,156,076 
dollars in 1874 to 365,077 dollars in 1875, owing to the Japan erop of 
last year having proved more favourable. 


Exports. 


Table E shows that the decrease in the value of exports is common ~ 
to all articles of Japanese produce, with the exception of coal and camphor. 
But although the two staple articles of silk and tea exhibit a decrease in 
value—the former of 118,376 dollars, and the latter of 876,552 dollars— 
the quantities exported havea increased. Thus, according to the returns, 
9,809 piculs, or 1,307,945 lbs. of silk were exported in 1874, and 11,813 


YEDO 89 


piculs, or 1,575,081 lbs. in 1875. Of tea 194,481 piculs, or 25,930,800 lbs., 
were exported in 1874; and 212,870 piculs, or 28,382,666 lbs., in 1875. 

The condition of the silk market at the present date gives promise of 
much better prices being paid for the silk of the season now opening than 
those of the season which has just closed, and the export of 1876 ma 
therefore be expected to exceed in value the shipments of 1875. The 
subject of the silk trade has been exhaustively treated in Mr. Consul 
Robertson’s Report. 

The increase in the export of coal of 320,435 dollars, which is the 
result of the successful working under foreign direction of the Takashima 
mine, indicates the advantage which Japan may expect to derive when 
she becomes convinced of the soundness of the policy of developing her 
mining resources on commercial as well as on scientific principles. 

The export of rice was limited in 1876 to the trifling sum of 17,091 
dollars, while in 1874 it amounted to 839,619 dollars. ‘The demand for 
Japan rice will, of course, depend upon its price, and this will not become 
low enough to create a steady trade unless entire freedom be given to 
native operations in this staple product, and until greater facilities are 
afforded for bringing it from distant parts of the country to the ports of 
shipment. 

On comparing the imports with the exports it will be seen that the 
trade of 1875 exhibits a balance against Japan of the large amount of 
11,452,177 dollars, which was further increased by 752,050 dollars, being 
the cost of the four large merchant steamers mentioned in Mr. Consul 
Robertson’s Report. This adverse balance, as is shown by Table F, has been 
met by an export of treasure, amounting to upwards of 13,000,000 dollars. 
The summary of 1874 drew attention to the circumstance that the same 
amount of treasure was exported in that year, and that it consisted of 
Japanese gold and silver coin, which was of course only exported as 
bullion. It will be seen that the same observation applies to the treasure 
shipments for 1875. 

This drain of treasure serves to confirm the remark, which has already 
been often made, that it is of essential importance to Japan that she should 
increase her productions. Her staple exports of silk and tea, the annual 
aggregate value of which does not increase, and which may be roughly 
stated at 5,000,000/. sterling, furnish an insufficient return for the various 
articles which she imports from Europe; while the few trifling commo- 
dities which she sends to China bear but a small proportionate value to 
the large supplies of sugar, and occasionally of cotton, which she draws 
from that country. The export of the mimor articles of dried fish, sea- 
weed, camphor, wax and tobacco. continues to be small in amount, and 
offers little prospect of expansion. 

To secure material improvement, therefore, other sources of produc- 
tion must be developed, and, as far as it is at preseut known, those which 
are available are confined to her mineral deposits and the capacity of the 
country for extending the growth of grain. It can scarcely be expected 
that Japan rice will ever compete extensively in the home markets 
with that of India, Burmah, or Saigon, but cheaper prices would encou- 
rage a considerable demand in Northern China, San Francisco and 
Australia. Better communication with the western coast, which could 
be easily supplied by continuing the railway from Kidto to Otz on the 
Biwa Lake, a distance of ten miles, and by constructing a good ordinary 
road from Macbara to Tsuruga, a distance of thirty miles, would enable 
the rice, which is grown in great abundance on the west coast, to be 
brought at a much cheaper cost than at present from Niigata to Osaka. 
In Yezo, an island of 35,000 square miles, with a population of little 
over 100,000, there are vast tracts of land, untouched by spade or plough, 
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which are as admirably suited to wheat cultivation as the Pacific slopes 
or the plains of South Australia; and even on the main island it is esti- 
mated that not more than a fourth part of the area has been brought 
under cultivation. 

The mineral deposits of the country promise, however, the readiest 
return, but Mr. Plunkett’s Report has shown how little has yet been 
made of these by the Mining Department of the Government, which has 
held them in its charge for several years. While the present system 
continues the mines of Japan will remain comparatively unproductive. 
This is to be regretted, as the iron and copper, which might be obtained 
from them in considerable quantities, would find favourable markets— 
the former in China, and the latter in Europe; and so long as the vast 
coal-fields of China remain unworked, the consumption of Japanese coal 
in that country might be increased to an indefinite extent. With a large 
export of coal, iron, copper, rice and wheat, the industrial and commercial 
condition of Japan would present a very different aspect to that which 
characterizes it at the present date. 

In this connection it is satisfactory to note that the works of the 
Japanese Government, which have been put up on an extensive scale by 
foreign engineers at the Ikuno Mines in Tamba, near to Hiogo, are 
proving successful. At present these mines are worked chiefly for silver 
and gold, but after additional machinery shall have been constructed, a 
large output of copper is looked for. The Government are, also, about to 
open iron mines at Kamaishi, in the north of the main island, and to do 
this effectively they are constructing there blast furnaces, and a line of 
rail from the mine to the port. They also contemplate, it is said, 
working the coal mines at Miki, in Higo, with foreign machinery, which 
will, doubtless, materially increase the present yield. It is to be hoped 
that the result of these various undertakings will soon be perceptible, 
and that they may have the effect of increasing the exports of the 
country. 

Table G shows a small diminution in the tonnage of all foreign 
shipping of 18,419 tons, the total being 951,523 tons, against 969,942 
tons in 1874. Two-thirds of this, or 617,331 tons, was American. 
British tonnage amounted to 252,146 tons, and that of all other nations 
to 82,046 tons. British shipping exhibits an increase on that of 1874 
of 14,714 tons; American shipping a decrease of 20,275 tons; and 
German shipping a decrease of 39,625 tons. The increase observable in 
French shipping is attributable to the different method of measurement 
adopted in 1875. 

Table H gives the resident foreign population in Japan at 2,583,— 
being an increase of 175 on that of 1874. Of this total, 1,282 persons, 
or rather more than half, are British; 112 persons having been added to 
their number since 1874. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) HARRY 8S. PARKES. 
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(A.)—Genrrart Summary of Trade with Japan, 1875. 


Direct Trade between Japan and other Countries. 


1875. 1874. 
Port. 
Imported. | Exported. Total. Imported. | Exported. Total. 
Doilars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
Kanagawa 21,953,909 | 12,466,730 | 34,420,639 || 16,716,298 | 12,578,573 | 29,294,871 
Hiogo and Osaka 5,960,427 3,038,123 8,998,550 5,649,521 4,962,897 | 10,612,418 
Nagasaki ee] 1,525,090 2,159,303 3,684,393 1,840,019 2,179,154 4,019,173 
Hakodate 27,641 350,734 378,375 17,791 281,013 298,804 
Total ... 29,467,067 | 18,014,890 | 47,481,957 || 24,223,629 | 20,001,637 | 44,225,266 
Imports— Dollars. 
Increase in 1875 .. 5,243,438 
(Exclusive ot 7652, 050 dollars paid for tour merchant steamers). 
Exports— 
Decrease in 1875 . a bor hee ua 1,986,747 
Imports and exports.— 5 
Increase . ae tis ia 3,256,691 


(B.)—Summary of Import and Export Trade between Japan and other 


Countries. 


Imports. 

+ as Hiogo ‘ Total, Total 

Description of Merchandize. | Kanagawa. oe Nagasaki. | Hakodate. 1875. 1874. 
Dy Dollars, Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. ~ Dollars. Dollars. 

Cotton manufactures 7,299,603 | 1,880,114 294,320 sea 8,974,037 9,108,750 
Woollen ditto ~ 2,867,543 917,004 62,089 8,846,636 1,588,896 
Mixed cotton and woollen . 1,072,292 870,367 83,873 2,026,532 1,780,525 
Metals.. ae 655,408 410,594 98,961 1,164,963 1,131,185 
Arms and ammunition 42,520 2,056 ach an 44,576 20,885 
Miscellaneous, foreign 7,009,960 | 1,199,263 809,971 27,641 8,546,835 5,744,387 
Eastern produce 8,006,583 | 1,181,029 675,876 4,865,488 4,902,001 

Total ... 21,953,909 | 5,960,427 | 1,525,090 27,641 | 29,467,067 | 24,223,629 

Exports. 

Raw silk ma ie 5,728,712 14,979 a 5,738,691 5,620,315 
Silkworms’ ees a 474,921 aks oh aa 474,921 731,275 
Nee iss fe 4,871,721 | 1,647,398 396,573 ae 6,915,692 7,792,244 
Copper ie 184,710 | 238,074 2,376 A 425,160 559,397 
Tobacco 43,925 38,018 119,205 ff 201,148 259,687 
Wax (vegetable) a: 2,640 105,963 77,641 186,244 215,642 
Camphor a = mee 99,748 36,825 as 136,073 119,812 
Coal... ss 23,957 toe 847,838 eee 71,795 651,360 
Dried fish... ae ame 153,414 166,752 223,950 119,523 663,63 901,583, 
Rice ... z fas on 17,091 Ate 17,091 839,619 
Miscellaneous ~ oa me 987,730 | 727,191 | 438,304] 231,211 2,384,890 2,573,651 

Total ... ake +.| 12,466,730 | 3,088,123 | 2,159,303 350,734 | 18,014,890 | 20,001,637 
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(C.)—ComparatiIve TaBteE of the Total Import and Export Trade at 
the Open Ports during the Years 1874 and 1875, between Japan and 


other Countries. 


Port. 


Kanagawa .. 


Increase 

Decrease 
Hiogo and Osaka 

Tncrease 


Decrease 


Nagasaki .. 


Decrease 


Hakodate .. 


o« 


Imports. 


Dollars. 
16,716,298 
21,953,909 

5,237,611 


5,649,521 
5,960,427 
310,906 
1,840,019 
1,525,090 
314,929 
17,791 
27,641 


9,850 


Exports. 


. Dollars. 
12,578,573 


12,466,730 


111,842 


824,774 


2,159,302 


19,851 


281,013 
350,734 


69,721 


4,962,897 
3,038,123 


2,179,154 


Total. 
Dollars. 
29,294,871 
34,420,639 
5,125,768 
10,612,418 
8,998,550 


1,613,968 
4,019,173 
3,684,393 


334,780 


298,804 
378,375 


79,571 


Increase en wd te 
Ce ee eee ee 
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(D.)—Comparative Tazsie of the principal Articles of the Import 
Trade of the Open Ports, during the Years 1874 and 1875. 


Commodities. 


Cotton manufactures. . 


Woollen manufactures 


Mixed cotton and woollen manufactures . 


Metals aa aA 


Arms and ammunition 


Miscellaneous, foreign 


Eastern produce .. 


Total Value 
of Imports. 


Remarks. 


Dollars. 
9,108,750 
8,974,037 


134,713 Decrease. 


1,588,896 
3,846,636 


2,257,740 Increase. 


1,730,525 
2,026,532 


296,007 


Increase. 


1,131,185 
1,164,963 


Increase. 


Increase. 


5,744,387 
8,546,835 


2,802,448 


Increase. 


4,902,001 
4,863,488 


38,513 Decrease. 


(E.)—Comparative Tazsre of the principal Articles of the Export 
Trade of the Open Ports, during the Years 1874 and 1875. 


Commodities. 


Raw silk .. «ie 


Silkworms’ eggs... 


Tea ad ate 


Year. 


Total Value 


of Exports. Siriaas 


Dollars. 
5,620,315 
5,738,691 


Increase. 


118,375 


731,275 
474,921 
256,354 Decrease. 
7,792,244 
6,915,692 


876,552 Decrease. 
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Total Value 


Commodities. Year. of Exports. Remarks, 
Dollars. 
Copper .. ad 433 oa | Tiss 559,397 
1875 425,160 


134,237 Decrease. 


Tobaccd vn aA 0 ap 1874 259,687 
1875 201,148 


58,539 Decrease. 


Wax (vegetable) .. we oo | 1874 215,642 
1875 186,244 


29,398 Decrease. , 
Camphor .. ain cia -. | 1874 119,812 
1875 136,073 


16,261 Increase. 


Coal on ee oe +. | 1874 551,360 
1875 871,795 


320,435 Increase. 


Dried fish .. 5 aia oo | 1874 901,583 
1875 663,639 


237,944 Decrease. 


Rice a ie = .. {| 1874 839,619 
1875 17,091 


822,528 Decrease. 


Miscellaneous a as oe | eae: 2,573,651 
1875 2,384,890 


188,761 Decrease. 


(F.)—Treasure Imported and Exported at the Open Ports, Direct and 
Indirect. 


SS? 
from and to other 


From and to Open Ports. 


Port ‘ Countries. Total, Total,” 
; 1876. 1874. 
Imported. | Exported. | Imported. | Exported. 

Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
Kanagawa... ore 59,000 9,722,986 945,400 195,000 10,922,386 | 16,988,863 
Hiogo and Osaka... 76,000 3,475,341 236,370 3,246,155 7,036,866 5,728,199 
Nagasaki... ss] 167,923 135,367’ 407,463 228,768 939,521 1,481,435 
Hakodate ; ie one 92,470 15,935 108,405 36,500 


Total 302,923 13,336,694 


1,681,708 3,685,858 19,007,178 | 24,229,967 
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(H.)—Rerurw of Foreign Residents and Firms at the Open Ports. 


Kanagawa Yedo. ys Nagasaki. | Hakodate. Total. 
Nationality. 1 2 2 g z £ 
s g = ca s a 3 a 3 a s es 
SE ee | ee |e ee te 
eis | eo |e | ee eh eae een ee 
American .., see] 185 | 20 ce ares 83 Hi 38 8 6 Ai 353 30 
Austrian ... sen] Beeb 3 Gil) “is. Bin ie. Hf Us Pes) des oo 33 3 
Belgian... esa ee, 1 2 =e Bt aie ute ae e. = 17 
British ... | 620] 65 285 1 235 | 382 129 9 18 2 | 1,282 | 109 
Danish ... abl 18 - 2 ied oe ake ll i 2 = 33 i 
Dutch... ae 61 3 17 en 58 8 6 1 i 142 12 
French ... ver] SL2Y i] 86 83 2 24 3 18 2 2 pon 254 42 
German ... su} L501 26 49 1 61 | 12 15 4, 2 ee 279 43 
Haiwaiian... Sect) Mase eS = a a ais 5 wes a as wes 
Italian, ~... ae et) 6 Bal) jece DH heke ve be bas 27 
Peruvian .., sual) peer v0 aes oe oe eae ose ‘ dae ee oes 
Portuguese seat! Bee All wes Dall fess . 5 5 ‘ ose 35 
Russian ... val wee = 4) .. eS ue Callus 3 a 85]. 
Spanish ... ee| 42 ‘ “ = : oe ake %. A 42)... 
Swedish ... each BOAO Mowe ae i Ag Bi beg RBS) eee 
Swiss ieee san) Bae 7 : 6 3 a& 33 10 
Total... «| 1,835 | 167 510 4 474 | 65 234 | 19 28 2 | 2,583 267 
a ee a a eee ee 


British Legation, Japan, 


July 1876. 
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KAGOSHIMA. 
Sir H, Parkes to Lord Derby. 


My Lord, Yedo, July 18, 1876. 

I nave the honour to forward an interesting report by Mr. Assistant 
Hodges on the trade and industries of the Kagoshima Ken, which is the 
present official name of the territory of the Satsuma Clan. It includes 
an account of the commerce between Kagoshima and Loochoo. 

I beg to recommend that this report, together with that on Niigata, 
by Mr. Woolley, which was forwarded in my despatch No. 148 of 1875, 
should be published in the Commercial Reports of Her Majesty’s Consuls 
in Japan for the year 1875. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) HARRY S8. PARKES. 


Report on the Trade of Kagoshima. 


The Kagoshima Ken is situated in ‘the south-western extremity of the 
Island of Kinshu, and is composed of Satsuma, Osumi, and twenty-eight 
islands, of which the principal are Oshima, Kikai-ga-shima, Oki-Yerabu- 
jima, and Oro-no-shima. 

It is calculated to extend over an area of 85,462 cho, or 256,886,000 
square tsubos, and its chief town, Kagoshima, is distant from Yedo about 
913 miles, from Ozaka 575 miles, from Nagasaki 191 miles, and from 
Lui-kui 400 miles. 

The climate is considerably hotter than that of Yedo, the temperature 
in summer ranging from 96° to 97°, and in winter never falling lower 
than 32° or 30°, 

Throughout the country is rugged and mountainous, possessing but 
little level land. The soil is mixed in quality, and for the most part 
sandy. The best is found on the east of Osumi, and here fruits and 
vegetables thrive luxuriously. The inhabitants of the sea-board support 
themselves mainly by fishing, and those of the interior by agriculture, 
hunting, and felling timber. 

The five principal islands are of the following dimensions :— 


Miles. 
Oshima, in circumference AE ee oe aa LAS 
AKT) |B hiesie he oe Ot is er 19 
Toku-no-shima am 44 an ae or 51 
Oki Yerabu . Pas whe ite BY ci 35 
Oro-no-shima Be we di oe A 12 


Population.—On the 1st January, 1875, the total number of inhabitants 
was estimated at 812,327 persons, of whom 413,350 were males, and 
only 398,977 females. ; 

Out of this gross number 204,143 belong to the military class, or 
“ shizoku,”’ and 608,184 to the lower classes or “‘hei-min,.”” The number 
of honses is set down at 176,432, and of shint6 temples at 1,734. 

Education.—There are 97 schools (three of which are for girls), with 
501 male and 15 female teachers. he total number of pupils is 13,166, 
among whom are 440 girls. These schools are partly supported by the 
“ Mom-bu-sho,” receiving from that Department a yearly allowance of 

m2 
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3,800 dollars. The rest of the expense is defrayed: by voluntary con- 
tributions, and by an amount of 12,000 “koku” of rice granted by 
Government as pension to certain men in Satsuma for their services at 
the time of the resumption of supreme power by the Emperor, but 
which they refused to accept and have diverted into this channel. The 
direction of study may be inferred from the fact that there are 36 teachers 
in the Japanese schools, 414 in Chinese, 4 in the English, and 1 in the 
French. 

The two chief schools are in the town of Kagoshima; one of these 
is for the advanced pupils, who study French, English, &c., while the 
other is termed “ private school,” and is composed altogether of soldiers 
who served in the late wars, This school has upon its rolls 1,500 of the 
military class of the town of Kagoshima, who attend regularly, and 600 
others of the country districts who are but nominal members. These 
schools are both supported by the pensions, alluded to above, granted to 
Saigo, and others. i 

Upwards of 300,000 of the whole population are engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits; 38,500 are artizans of different kinds; 7,500 are 
merchants; 90,000 pursue miscellaneous occupations; and 3,000 are 
labourers. 

Geography.—The principal towns in the Kagoshima Ken, are the 
following :— 


In Satsuma— Population. 
Kagoshima .. ee ie oe oe Sus000 
Kaseda 43 es ve “i oo SEBO 
Minamigata .. oe ar ee -- 24,000 
Taneyama .. a te ee a2 27,000 
Kawachi a ata ai nie we oes OO 
Tdzumi aN a a a -- 18,000 
Yubishiku .. oe oe AG “eae LYS00 
Agune ie A ve oe oo LLDOe 

In Osumi— ) 
Tanegashima . os ee a «a8 9485900 
Kokubu aie oe oe s mache 700 
Kajiki 36 or a ee <-> 9,300 


Harbours.—The Kagoshima Gulf, though well sheltered, is so deep 
throuhout as to be of little service as an anchorage. The chief harbours 
are—Kagoshima, Yamagawa, Kaseda, Ichiku, Kushigino, Bonotsu, Kushi, 
Kié-domari, and Akime in Satsuma, and Uchi-no-ura, and Otomari in 
Osumi. 

In Oshima there are many small harbours, of which Okuma is the 
principal 

Islands.—In addition to the five principal islands enumerated above, 
there are twenty-three others under the jurisdiction of this ken. These 
names are—Nagoshima, Shisha-no-shima, Moto-ura-shima, Ité-jima, 
Kami Koshiki-jima, Shimo Koshiki-jima, Iwo-jima, Kuro-shima, Take- 
shima, Kuchi-no-shima, Naka-no-shima, Suwase-jima, Hira-shima, Fushi- 
hebi-jima, Waru-ishi-jima, Takara-jima, Tane-ga-shima, Yaku-shima, 
Kuchi-no-yerabu, Sakura-jima, Uke-shima, and Yoro-no-shima. 

Mountains —The Kagoshima Ken, although mountainous throughout 
nearly its whole extent. does not possess any peaks of a greater altitude 
than 4,000 feet. The most striking of these peaks are Noma-dake, Kai- 
mon-dake (Mount Horner), Kamuri-dake, Iwo-jima, Kana-mine-yama, 
Kami-muja-dake, Yahadzu-dake and Yaye-san in Satsuma, and Takachow- 
no-mine, Kuni-mi-dake, Yaye-dake, Taka-kuma-san, Misaki-san, Sakura- 
jima-dake, Yuwan-dake, and Inokawa-dake in Osumi. 

Rivers—None of any importance. The longest is the Chid-gawa, 
which has a course of about 95 miles. The others are the Yetsuki-gawa, 
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Masegawa, and Hirose-gawa in Satsnma, and the Ni-gawa, Ogawa 
Kami-weke-gawa, Kushira-gawa, and Kamina-gawa in Osumi, which 
vary in length from 10 to 15 miles. 

Lakes.—None of any magnitude. The chief are the Ikeda-ike, about 
13 miles in circumference; Onami, 5 miles; Nakabara-ike, Sumiyoshi- 
ike, Unagi-ike, and Kaiso-ike. 

Mineral Springs, §c.—Very numerons, and much frequented for the 
treatment of skin diseases, syphilis, andrheumatism. ‘The most celebrated 
are Ichiki, a hot sulphur spring: Yuda the same; Minato-no-yu, Ni- 
g’watsuda, Tsuruda, Isaku, Yugawachi, Yaji-ga-yu, Unagi-no-yu, Ichibino 
(much frequented for treatinent of Japanese disease named ‘ kakki”’) in 
Satsuma, and Kurogami, Furozato Uchimina, Shiwohitashi Sakayerd, 
Amaku, Yama-no-yu, Ono-no-yu, and Hira-no-uchi in Osumi. The 
greater number of the foregoing are hot sulphur springs; but many of 
them are also strongly impregnated with alum and lime. At Chikoga- 
midzu, and Suri-no-hama holes are dug in the sand and baths taken in 
the hot water, which soon fills them. 

Roads.—In the neighbourlood of the town of Kagoshima the roads 
are fairly good, some being level and broad, but in the interior they are 
very hilly and inferior. Communication with the west is carried on by 
the Idzumi Kai-do, which passes through the towns of -Ijuin, Ichiki, 
Mukaida, Nishikata, Agune, and terminate at Idzumi. Going eastward 
are two roads—the Fukuyama Kaido, and the Shifushi Kaido. The 
former of these passes through Shigetomi, Kajiki, Kokubre-hama-no-ichi, 
and ends at Fukuyama, while the latter leads to Kushira. To the south 
are the Taniyama Kaido, and the Isakkaidé, leading respectively to 
Taninoyama, Kiniu, Yubishiku, Yamagawa, Yeikei, and Isaku, Kaseda, 
and Minamigata. To the north are the two roads Ushiyama Kaido, and 
Koriyama Kaido; the one traversing Misobei, Yokogawa, and Hishikari, 
to terminate at Ushiyama; and the other leading through Koriyama, 
Iniki, and Miya-no-j6 to Tara. 

Trade.—The trade of Kagashima is principally carried on with 
Ozaka, and the Luikui and adjacent islands, and to a much smaller extent 
with Yedo, Nagasaki, and Shimonoseki. Formerly, about fifteen large 
junks used to sail from Kagoshima for the Luikui Islands in the spring 
of the year, returning with favourable winds of June; and four or five 
Luikiuan junks annually made the trip to Kagoshima, but now much of 
the trade carried on by them is done by steamers which visit Luikui 
regularly. The most important branch of trade in sugar, this is imported 
from Luikui, and the islands included in the Kagoshima Ken. For 
many years Luikui has served as an entrepot for the commerce of China 
and Japan. Japanese productions found their way from it to China, and 
Chinese goods given in exchange for them came to Japan. Much of this 
trade has now ceased. The direct intercourse between the open ports of 
China and Japan having rendered it no longer necessary. 


Imports. 
From Luikui and islands :— 
Sugar— ; Catties. 
From Luikui aa oie tes ne 6,000,000 
Oki Yerabu.. ce as ne 2,000,000 
Nikai-ga-shima 8 oe -- 2,000,000 
Toku-no-shima we Py vs 3,500,000 
Oshima a we te A 6,000,000 


19,500,000 
Giving, at 4 c. the catty, a sum of 780,000 dollars 
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Other Imports from Luikui and the islands, are :— 


Awamori (a kind of spirit made from | Hoso (thin hemp cloth). 


rice). Tsumugi (silk cloth). 
Ox-hides. Jofu (hemp cloth). 
Pigs. Fowl and eggs. 
Salt pork. Konjipina (cotton cloth). 


Sharks’ -fins. 


From Osaka :— 


Cotton. Miscellaneous European manufactures. 
Isinglass. Tron. 
Seaweed. 

ExrPorts. 


To Luikui and islands :— 


Tea, | Lacquer. 
Tobacco. Tronware. 
Oil. Cotton. 
Paper. Isinglass. 
Timber. Seaweed. 
Rice. Beans. 
Candles. 


To Nagasaki :— 
Camphor, 1,000 piculs, at 14 dollars | Katsuwobushi (fish steamed and then 


per picul, dried). 
Sulphur, 15,000 piculs, at 2 dollars | Sharks’-fins. 

per prcul. Mushrooms, 300 piculs. _ 
Pine plinks. Tobacco, 4,000 piculs, 


To Ozaka (approximate value 1,200,000 dollars) :— 


Suga~. : Cotton cloth. 

Tobacco. Porcelain. 

Rape. Wax, vegetable (kiré partiglly purified), 
Tea, 3,000 piculs. 5,000 piculs. 

Sulphur, Wax, bees’. 

Cotton thread. Camphor. 

Hemp cloth. Awabi. 


To Yokohama :— 
Tea, in 1875, 4,000 piculs. 


A considerable quantity of rice is also annually imported from the 
Shirakawa Ken, the amount that is produced not being sufficient for the 
wants of the population by about 60,000 koku yearly. 

In the Kagoshima Ken the total number of vessels is 7,089. Included 
in this number are 6 steamers, and 6 European sailing vessels, the 
remainder being junks. 521 vessels are above 50 koku burthen, and the 
remainder smaller. : 


Propvuctions, Metats, &c. 


This ken is Eeeodinely rich both in vegetable products, and in 
minerals, and metals. 

Gold is found at Misdbei and Segané, and the mines at the latter of 
those places are in operation. They are the property of the Ex-Chifi. 
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Copper, largely worked at Kokufu; found also on the Island of 
Takara-jima. 

Tron, exists at Konejime, Kushira, and Yoshida, but is only worked at 
the first-named place. The yield, however, is not sufficient for the 
demand, and iron is consequently a considerable import. 

Tin found at several places, but only worked at Taniyama, about 
12 miles from Kagoshima. 

Sulphur, largely distributed, most abundant at Iwogashima, Nakano- 
shima, and Takarajima. 

Plumbago, has been worked at Kaseda, but failed through want of 
funds, 

Lead, Saltpetre, and Alum are also found, but are not worked to any 
extent. 

Repeated searches have been made for coal, but hitherto without 
success. Lime is present in abundance. 

Tobacco —Extensively cultivated, and celebrated throughout Japan for 
its superior quality; the best is produced at Kokubu and Yubishiqu. It 
is estimated that over 1,000,000 catties are yielded yearly, which would 
be equivalent to more than 100,000 dollars. 

Tea.—Yearly produce 600,000 catties. It is largely exported’ to 
Ozaka. 

Rice.—Not very largely cultivated, the soil not being very suitable to 
it. Dazrkon, or large turnips, take its place in great measure as a crop. | 

Other productions are—Camphor, bees’-wax, honey, beans, cassia, 
sea-weed, pearls, hemp-cloth, indigo, mushrooms, cedar-wood, katsuwo- 
bushi, and awabi. 

Kagoshima is also celebrated for its horses (of which there are 147,578 
in the ken), and for the large size of its bamboo trees. The island of 
Sakurajima also is renowned for its gigantic darkon, or native turnips, 
which attain a magnitude treble that of those grown in any other part of 
Japan. 


MANUFACTURES AND INDUSTRY. 


The town of Kagoshima, and its neighbourhood, are the principal 
seats of manufactures, These are—Cotton- cloth, pottery, glass-ware, 
sake (native wine), shochin (native alcohol). Silk and paper also are 
made in small quantities. 

The cotton weaving Factory and Spinning Mill is situated at Isd, 
and contains 100 looms of English make. It employs 250 workmen, who 
receive their wages in rice, men being paid from 8 “go” to 3 “shu” 
6 “go” per day; women from 8 “go” to 1 “sho”* 5 “go”; and 
children from 8 “go” to 1 “sho” according to their skill. Both 
married and unmarried women are employed, and they are partial to the 
occupation. 

When the mill was first worked it was on account of the Prince of 
Satsuma, and an attempt was made to weave grey shirtings of similar 
weight and texture to those imported from Manchester. <A few pieces 
were made, but on account of the China and Japan cotton being of a 
very short fibre, the work was so expensive and tedious that the attempt 
was abandoned, and the manufacture of heavy cottons commenced. 

The first cost of the machinery was about 80,000 dollars, and the 
erection about 50,000 more. It has now passed into the hands of a 
company, and the principal articles of manufacture are cotton cloth and 
cotton thread. Small quantities of a broad silk fabric, and of mixed 
cotton and silk fabrics have also been turned out. 


 * 1 sho ‘equal to about 3 pints Imperial measure. 
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The cotton used in the manufacture is imported from Ozaka, the 
annual amount being about 2,600 bales, at an average of 10 dols. 10 c. 
per bale of 56 lbs. | 

During my visit they were only manufacturing “ momen,” a coarse 
white cotton cloth, and cotton thread. With only 30 looms at work they 
were turning out daily 10 pieces of cloth 252 feet long and 3 feet 5 inches 
broad; and of the woof, or cross thread, 350 catties. This cloth is 
worth about 4 dols. 60 ¢, per piece, and it with the thread, is principally 
exported to Ozaka. A striped cloth is also manufactured, but this is 
nearly all consumed in Kagoshima. 

The hours of work in the factory are seven hours daily, commencing 
in winter at 8.30 a.m., and ceasing at 4.30 P.m., with an interval of 
about one hour for dinner at noon. 

The silk weaving is still in its infancy, but there is a fair demand for 
the cotton cloth, and at the time of my visit the proprietors were ex- 
pecting to receive an order from the Japanese Government for a large 
quantity of army bedding, &c. 

Arsenal.—In the neighbourhood of the cotton factory is the arsenal. 
This was formerly in the hands of the local Government, out has lately 
been transferred to the Admiralty. It is solely employed in the manu- 
facture of cannon, shot, shell, &e. During last year 388 skilled workmen 
and 157 common labourers were employed, and the following articles 
were turned out ;— 


Pieces. 

Copper cannon (4-pounders) ate 3e asa 20 
5 (18-pounders) AS Ac ae 8 

Iron cannon (4-pounders) .. sie oe ee ih 
Shot and shell, large and small te ae »» 11,000 


This amount, however, was executed in accordance with an order from 
the Government, and the director of the arsenal informed me, that, if 
necessary, the production could be trebled. 

The machinery seems very complete, and comprises steam planes, 
drills, bores, punches, saws, &e. 

Gunpowder.—Made in large quantities for the army. The places of 
manufacture, are—T'akinokami, near Kagoshima, and Shikini, near Osumi. 

Sulk.—There are in Kagoshima two factories for weaving silk, both of 
which have been recently established. One of these is situated near the 
Kencho, and is partly supported by the Government. It contains thirty 
looms worked by hand. The whole process, from the cultivation of the 
mulberry to the weaving of the silk, seemed to be carried on literally 
upon the premises, for the grounds adjacent w2re planted with mulberry 
trees, and in one part of the establishment it was being reeled from the 
cocoons by women, while in another, the thread was woven into fabrics. 
The silk produced is generally very wide, some of it being quite 6 feet in 
breadth. The most of it is consumed in Kag)shima, only a small quantity 
of raw silk (about 1,000 catties), being yearly exported to Yokohama. 

The mulberry tree is indigenous here, but has not had much attention 
paid to it till of late, when efforts have been made to extend its cultivation 
with the object of inducing the large unoccupied population to devote 
some of their leisure to occupations of this nature. The tree, itself, is 
said to be much finer than the variety in the north of Japan, and my 
informants asserted that a Kagoshima tree of one year’s growth was 
fully equal to a northern tree of two years. 

At this factory, also, I was shown the silk from another worm, which 
they named “ mitsuki,” from its feeding on the “ mitsuki” tree. This was 
of a dark yellowish colour, and not so fine in texture or so strong as the 
ordinary silk, 
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Many of the women engaged in reeling at this factory were natives 
of Oshima, and were readily recognized by the tattooing on their hands, 
and their peculiar method of dressing the hair. They commence the 
practice of tattooing at 15 years of age, and continue making gradual 
additions to it till marriage, when the principal portion is added. The 
wages of the men employed here was 15 ‘*‘sen” per day, and that of the 
women rather less. 

At the other silk weaving factory, alluded to above, water-power is 
usec, but as working has only commenced a short time since its capa- 
bilities are not yet known. 

Pottery.—This branch of industry has been actively practised for the 
last 200 years, but has rather fallen off of late. The principal works are 
at a village named Nayeshirogawa, about 12 miles from the town of 
Kagoshima. The first pottery was made here about the year 1600 by a 
number of Coreans, who had been brought from the Corea by Shimadzu 
Hiogo no Kami Yoshihiro, the feudal Prince of Satsuma, at the time of 
Taik6-sama, and here it still continues to be made by the descendants of 
the same people, who still preserve the proofs of their identity in their 
dress, names, mode of wearing their hair, in the books in the Corean 
language which they possess, and in their knowledge of their native 
language which many of them preserve. The stoneware manufactured 
is of two kinds, one being called the “ ishi-yaki,’ which is the true 
porcelain or chinaware, and the other, the ‘‘tsuchi-yaki,’ which is 
pottery properly so-called. 

Sake, Shochin, and Shoyu (wine, alcohol, and say).—The manufacture 
of these three articles is extensively carried on, The amount consumed 
for this purpose in one year being, as follows :— 


Koku. 

For manufacture of saki ve ae oe a3 033280 
Ae shochin .. ve +3 oe 990 

oa shoyu .. we ae ne 600 

. 4,870 


Glass.—Various objects of glassware are still made, such as glasses, 
coloured cups, small ornaments, &c.; but the manufacture is in a de- 
clining state, and does not amount to any thing worthy of note. 

Kagoshima.—The principal town of the ken is one of the most 
ancient in Japan. It is situated on the west side of the Kagoshima 
Gulf. Opposite to it, at a distance of about two miles, is the lofty Island 
of Sakurajima, which consists almost entirely of a volcano 3,600 feet in 
height, from whose lofty summit delicate white clouds are seen to emerge 
from time to time. Kagoshima does not present a very striking appear- 
ance from the/ sea, the houses stand low, and there is nothing in the 
background to catch the eye, since the castle of the former Prince of 
Satsuma has been burnt down. All along the shore are the forts attacked 
by us in 1863. Many of these are built out at some distance from the 
land, forming a sort of camber inside. Guns are still mounted on some 
of them, and seem to be well cared for. 

There are not many shops in Kagoshima, and any there may be are 
very poor. The business quarter of the town consists, for the greater 
part, of narrow streets which do not deserve a better title than lanes. 
The distinctive feature of the town, however, is the quarter where are 
the residences of the “shizoku,” or military class. In it the streets are 
broad and clean, being covered with light sand, and lined by houses set 
back from the road, each having its own large gate of entrance, wall, or 
hedge of enclosure, and trim garden within, from which a heavily laden 
orange reso) richly coloured maple, or wax tree peeps over. Near the 
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centre of the town is a clear space, the military exercise ground, covering 
about 10 acres, and close to it is the vacant space where the castle of the 
Prince of Satsuma once stood, and in the background a beautiful and 
lofty hill covered with foliage to the very summit. Along the shore, in 
a northerly direction, is a good road leading to Iso, as the summer resi- 
dence of the former feudal Chief is called. Here, also, are situated the 
cotton weaving factory and the arsenal, facing the bay, and Sakurajima 
with its sulphur-tipped peak. Here, our guide points out a small island 
from whence, he tells us, the last shot was fired upon our fleet, and forty 
men with Oyama Kakenose, the present kemei, at their head, lay with 
swords drawn in wait for the attack; but as our fleet was already depart- 
ing we did not consider it worth while to return, and left them un- 
molested, 

Higher up, above the town, near the hill which forms its background, 
is another vacant space. Here, once stood a large temple which was 
burned during our attack, under the impression, as our conductor relates, 
that it was a fortified place, an illusion which had been ‘strengthened by 
aruse of the Japanese, who placed hats upon the tombs in the neighbour- 
ing graveyard, thus drawing our fire upon them. 

One fact worthy of note in Kagoshima is the excellent structure of 
the bridges ; they are nearly allof stone, and built in round arches in the 
the European manner. One, named the Koraibashi was constructed by 
Coreans, who resided here in the latter part of the 16th century. 

The town of Kagoshima has a population of 87,193 persons. Out of 
this number, 30,000 belong to the ‘*shizoku,” or military class, appor- 
tioned, as follows ;~ 


Males ,, ale om “KS aH >» 14,940 
Females . ae a . is se 15,084 


and 57,174 to the “heimen,’’ or lower classes, divided, as follows :—~ 


Males on ee on oe 9° oe 29,372 
Females , ae An is ie os -27,802 


The total number of houses is 18,862 ; and 14,022 families reside in 
houses which are their own property, and 4,840 in hired houses, 


Incomst, ExPrenpitur®, &o, 


According to the official statement, the income and expenditure of 
the Kagoshima Ken for the year 1874, was, as follows :— 


income :— 


Expenditure :— 

Koka a Meee 
Rice iL ths aya “a «| 2025650) eS, 
Money i af a Be $6 se 174,173 


Leaving a deficiency of—~ 


_ 
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Koku. Yen, 
Rice “ +t ra ate wah eh Ogs ao), Bf 
Money At AA sic ne ve at 31,301 
The chief sources of income, are:—~ 
Koku. Yen, 
1. Land tax, paid in rice ee ee «| 14§,425 et 
vip rf », beans 0 we : 1,359 ry 
as +» money ne ; Q 135,353 
4. Duty on manufacture of sake Ate ve ; 1,141 
5. Street tax ; re A 2,723 
6. Tax on vessels, junkishas, sale of cattle, CERN NBC oe 3,000 
7, Stamp duty, &c. 
Eapenditure :— 
Koku. Yen, 
1. Salaries of officials, &c. * hs 2 30,000 
2. Salaries to Shizoku and pensions, paid i AT BIGR», aelnea4s; 000-4}. @ x0 
8. Support of prisons, &c. a6 oe ae 4p 5.600 
- 4. Transport of rice .. ve 66,500 
5. Repairs to, and construction of, reseryoirs for 
rice fields, &c, .. 3 -e ws ae 5,500 
6, Miscellaneous oe mie Bn ae - 45,203 
7. Deposit in Kencho , AY te 3,120 
Ditto, deficit received from Government tay Re glia 18,250 
8. Salaries of village officials (rice) ae re 7,500 ee 
9. Miscellaneous (rice) ne = ie 8,134 ae 


—_ —— 


252,134 174,173 


During my stay in Kagoshima I was informed, on very good authority, 
that the income of the ‘Shizoku” in the Kagoshima Ken amounted to 
270,000 koku of rice, that, out of this 130,000 ‘koku were the income of 
“ Shizoku”’ resident in the town of Kagoshima, and 140,000 that of those 
in the country districts. These amounts are merely nominal, however, 
for each “Shizoku”’ resident in Kagoshima, finally, only receives 3 “to” 
and 6 “go” out of each koku. The reason of this is, that the land, 
which is their property, being at some distance from their place of resi- 
dence, they cannot till it themselves, but are compelled to have it culti- 
vated by the farmers near whom itis situated. The above 270,000 koku 
represents uncleaned rice, and each koku, after it has been hulled, 
diminishes to 9 “to” and 2 “ go.’’ Out of this ¥ “to” and 2 “go” the 
‘*- Shizoku” receives one-third as his portion for the property in the soil, 
which he claims to have originally reduced to cultivation. Out of the 
remaining two-thirds a distribution is made to all the ‘‘Shizoku,”’ whose 
income is less than 25 koku yearly—giving each 6 koku—and the balance 
becomes the property of the farmer, who has to pay a certain portion of 
it to the Government. 

The ‘‘Shizoku” resident upon their own property are much better off, 
cultivating their own ground they have not to pay the farmer. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 


The principal island, of those included in the Kagoshima Ken, is 
Oshima. Here, a few years ago, an effort was made to introduce im- 
proved machinery for the manufacture of sugar, and two complete sugar 
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mills were imported—one from England and the other from Holland—at 
a cost of about 200,000 dollars. Competent Europeans were engaged to 
superintend the manufacture, and the work was carried on for some 
years. The cane was found to be of a very small size, and yielding a 
proportionally small quantity of juice. Sugar of excellent quality was 
produced, and the quantity obtained was about 10 per cent. greater than 
that obtained by the native process, which was of a very rude description. 
After a trial of several years it was found that the proportion of profit 
from the sugar sales was much in favour of the native mills, the weight 
of the sugar produced by them being greater than that turned out by the 
European machinery, which extracted the treacle. The sugar obtained 
was of course much finer in quality, but the higher price obtainable for it 
did not nearly counterbalance the increased cost of manufacture, and loss 
by treacle, which was unsaleable. 

The working of the European mills was attended also by other dis- 
advantages—these were principally the cost of the coal for fuel, and the 
fact, that the canes after the juice had been expressed from them could 
not, owing to the expense of carriage, be returned to manure the fields 
where they had been grown. The native process, on the contrary, was 
accompanied by very little expense. Every farmer was a sugar manu- 
facturer, raised his own canes, squeezed them in his own rude mill of 
stones moved by oxen, and when he had extracted the juice they were at 
hand to be returned to the fields where they had been grown. 

The sugar produced, also, was better suited to the Japanese market 
than that from which the treacle had been extracted. It was bought 
from the farmers by the former Princes of Satsuma, at a nominal price, 
the articles given in exchange, being tobacco, rice, and other Japanese 
products. For these reasons, then, after a few years, the European 
machinery was abandoned, and was in 1872 re-sold to a European firm 
for a small sum. 

There is at present a project on foot to make a canal from Hamada 
to Hami, thus, cutting off the dangerous point of Sato-no-Misaki (or 
Cape Chichakoff), which is much dreaded. The canal is to be constructed 
on the Dutch system. It is estimated that it will cost 150,000 dollars, 
and occupy about three years in construction. Its length will be about 
ten miles. 

(Signed) GEGRGE J. L. HODGES. 

Nagasaks, January 1, 1876. 
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SHIPPING. 


A taRcER number of vessels entered this port during the year 1875 
than in any previous year. The aggregate tonnage amounted to 213,174 
tons, and of these 110,625 were British. 

The following Table represents the British shipping and the value of 
their cargoes during the past three years :— 


Entered. Cleared. 
Vessels. | Tons. Value. Vessels. | Tons. Value. 
; £ £ 
1873 r ae 84 32,713 | 409,634 83 32,296 | 406,740 
1874 sv zie 103 45,214] 540,911 106 45,092 | 511,376 
1875 we ee 211 110,625 | 787,666 204 | 107,789} 919,774 


The amount of rice exported during 1875 was in excess of all previous 
years by about 1,000,000 piculs. There is, however, no reason to believe 
that this arises from new land being brought into cultivation, but simply 
that the season was a good one and the demand for rice in China was 
constant throughout the year. 

Burmah and Cochin-China having the advantage of telegraphic com- 
munication with the rest of the world, and their trade being ona more 
regular footing, the rice from those countries is all taken away as soon as 
it is ready. 

In Siam the export, though far less on the whole than in either of 
those countries, continues throughout the year. 

I fear there is little reason to believe that Siam will produce, at least 
for some time to come, more rice than she does at present. Nothing is 
done to encourage the cultivators, and a system of advances made by 
officials on the crops is growing up, which eventually takes all profit out 
of their hands. 

The only business that shows signs of increasing is that of teak. If 
this trade were encouraged it would rise to great importance, but as the 
Government does nothing but collect the duty on the timber, and those 
engaged in the trade have but little capital, it has to struggle against 
many difficulties. 

The production of sugar is yearly diminishing. 
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The fact is the country is overtaxed. Nearly all the profits made by 
producers are taken from them by the Government or \the numerous 
officials, who are largely in excess of what is required either for main- 
taining order or for the purposes of administration. No part of the taxes 
obtained by Government is spent for the benefit of the people or for the 
encouragement of trade. It is either hoarded or spent on useless 
frivolities. 

I inclose, amongst other Tables, a list of the taxes under which the 
country groans. By this it will be seen that there is no basiness of any 
sort in which a Siamese ean engage which does not immediately bring 
him face to face with the tax-gatherer. ; 

(Signed) THOMAS GEORGE KNOX. 

British Agency and Consulate-General, 

Bangkok, Auqust 1, 1876. 
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Statement of Tases and Sources of Revenue of the Siamese Government. 


1. Taxes on Exports :— , 


Principal article of export, rice, on which the duty is from 10 to 12 ¢c. 
per picul. 


2. Taxes on Imports :— 
Uniform rate of 3 per cent. on the market value of the goods, 


_ 8. Taxes on cultivated lands :— 
About 2s. 5d. an acre. 


4, Taxes on fruit trees, &c. :— 


A list of the duties is given in the Treaty. These taxes are in lieu of 
land tax. ; 


5. The revenue derived from certain monopolies which are either in 
the hands of Government, or farmed out by them, viz. :— 


Preparation and sale of opium. 

Manufacture and sale of spirits. 

Tax on gambling-houses. 

The collection and sale of edible birds’ -nests. 

The collection of turtles’-eggs. 

The manufacture and sale of cakes and confectionery. 
The manufacture of iron-pans. 

The manufacture of iron. 

Tax on prostitutes. 


6. Taxes on houses, floating-houses, shops, godowns, &c.; and on 
boats employed in a certain manner, viz, :— 


Tical. 
Boats engaged in carrying bricks oe .. Per fathom ale ] 
is as sand ‘i ne pe 1 
3 tiles 3s ds re on 1 
- Boats hawking miscellaneous hardware - ae 1 
North-country boats, bringing goods to Bangkok 
for sale at a 3 
Boats moored with goods for sale, for more than 
two months, but under twelve months re a3 as 4 
Ditto, over twelve months .. a nt no Or 1 
Floating houses— 
With goods for sale .. ae .. Per room sip dee tone 
Used as brothels ae a be 3 o 
», lottery stations . ie Fi: Pr 3 
5,  gambling-houses . 53 3 
>, liquor shops .. a us Py, 3 
Those rented out oe "yer e ta 3 
ee or oh shops, &c., on shore, with) 4 within the district guarded 
a by police must pay 124 per 
+ Used as Lae t on Ai a aan of their Aton *- ot Bs 
a2 seed oe ay ** f{ If not in the districts of the 
72 ae x3 a <p police, must pay 82 per 
23 raed ay rr cent. of the rental. 
Also, those rented out . es we 


There is also a tax on fresh provision markets. 
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“ 


7. Inland Taxes :— 


White sugar 


Redeye ie 

Pepp ; : 
Fist (« pla thoo’ ”) : 
Tulseed sc. ae 
Beans ate 


Petchaboon tahieea 
Silk . nie a 
Bees’-wax .. Me 
Raw cotton . 

Paw (vegetable fibre) 
Indigo ae on 
Salt sea-fish aye 
Smoked fish 

Fresh fish .. 
Shrimp paste . 
Prik Hawm chilis 
Hemp, for sails 


Vegetables . 
Pork oe ors 
Fowls ae <9 
Ducks Sig 


Eggs of fowls and ducks . a 


8. Taxes on implements 


water :— 


SIAM. 


Ticals. | 
% per picul ; Charcoal .. v. -. 10 per cent. 
* Posts (wood) Fie: Ppey HL Re 
1 fn Cocoa-nut oil ae aj oO. 3s 
83 per cent. | Red and white lime +. 10 ” 
84 os Palm sugar aie Aro) “A 
Be Molasses .. ne Sa ch aa 
10 He Tin. As “a re i) os 
Sree Firewood .. ne Ay oki) ” 
EE AG 5 Attap a ait «ke s 
10 i Kachengs . at va ID ty 
10 ot Torches .. Ay Fa eo a 
10 a5 Resin ie Gey ee 5S 
8h #4 Oil of Yang tree .. Reelit 3 
4 Ss Rattans ,. og cic pe r3 
4 A Bamboos .. aie Pe") a 
10 "5 Red wood . 5% «uke 74 
10 es Black wood a PPaM is 
10 a Mai Takuan wood . 10 % 
5 . Wood called Mai phya loi. 10 
+ >, |e. i 
perry 35 per picul 
Hh Teak wood . ae .. 10 per cent. 
2. a Tobacco .. aS vie I 


used for catching fish in salt and fresh 


Ticals. 
Rafts, in line, to which nets are attached, for each 
aperture . AA a A 4 
Boat with large net . +. perannum .. 10 
sy smaller dun ‘ Bs BS 6 
+ small ditto a ae ae EA 34 1 
» dragging ditto we > Betyipees tie AV) 
Large round net stretched on crossed Maritioony with , 
handle attached .. perfathom .. 14 
Spoon net, with wider mouth than 10 cubits +. perannum .. 2 
A boat with a big spoon net BY Bis oj 
53 small ditto aie Py gt 2 
Basket used for catching fish in shallow water ae ” ea a 
Net for the fish ‘*Ta phien” .. ais OF neg aa 1 
Harpoon or spear .. <b de An aa t 
“‘ Lawp,’’ a long trap or basket os be 5 an 13 
A string of hooks sD vs Pe ie oy 
Each line for chawn or kado fich ay Ba By axa 4 
Small net stretched on two sticks ne he on ea + 
Scoop made of split bamboo Si a as ae oy 
Other snares, from + . £to% 
Beds of water-plants in front of houses for attract- 
ing fishes. ¥ . per fathom .. 2 
Fish-pools . a aC ” oo z 
The following are used i in salt ‘water 
Fishing-stakes, disposed in a circle .. . perannum 6 
5 3 Ba es PF Be 12 
Ne in triangular form, with net at 
apex .. se os ” oe 3 
One boat, with hooks for dragging ne 4e Fr os 25 
Fence for confining shrimps ae +e ae : 1} 
Casting-net oe c ” a if 
Spoon-net, for shrimps and prawns ae . inp ee = 
Fishing stakes. ane wat he a ois aa 10 
A large fishing-boat bs a: 68 o os 6 
A very large net, used by many men . ei 9 ee 12 
Boat for catching “pla kuraw” - bi Ay sie A 
*« Lamoo,’’ a large enclosure of bamboo BS hy 6 
by for deeper water ve ate 3 3 20 ‘ 
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Ticals 
Close bamboo fence “ ar +. perannum .. 12 
for deeper water . PP +e 16 
A kind of fishing- net ae 4 rn ar 16 
Net for shrimps .. ee me me bi va 20 
», for beche de mer oe se ot. Hs ae 24 
Spears for ditto .. a “iy ae Ss 4 
Harpoon for turtle be oe 8 
Plank for sliding over the tad i 93 ae t 
Hook and line a ae ie Re oe tot 


9. The revenue derived from money paid in commutation of Govern- 
ment service, to which all adult males are liable, to which may be added 
the services performed by corvée. 


10. The revenue derived from a poll-tax of 44 ticals on Chinese every 
third year. 


11. Taxes are also levied on theatrical representations, and plays of 
various kinds :— 


Ticals 
Drama of “‘ Rama Kien’’ ne Ac -. per diem 46 28 
=) © Anirut’’ ifs ae a; ais 12 

Theatrical representation ‘‘ Nang” a .. each night . .. $ 
Chinese theatre sc ° ae -. per diem > 2 
»»  puppet-show bit .. “ys 5 1 
Drama of ‘‘ Ih Hnao” Be os aD BE 20 
Dramas of various kinds “‘ .. ts a 35 aa 2 

Singing . ie y Ad oA i} x 
Chinese theatre (special) zi ne oe a te 4 


British Agency, Consulate- General, Bangkok, 
August 5, 1876. 


COMMERCIAL. No. 8 (1876). 
(SUGAR REPORTS.) 


REPORTS 


ON THE 


Soa hk IN DUST R Y 


IN 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty. 
1876. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED BY HARRISON AND SONS. 


1876. 


LIST OF REPORTS. 


AUSTRIA— 
Report by Mr. Harriss-Gastrell on the Beet-root Sugar 
Industry of Austria : 


ee a 


Further Report by Mr. Harriss-Gastrell a0 ee 
Despatch from Sir A. Buchanan oe ws a 
EGYPT— 
Extracts from a Report by Major-General Stanton respecting 
Sugar Duties and Drawbacks in Egypt ee a 
GERMANY— 
Report by Mr. Nicolson on the Sugar Industry in Germany. 
ITALY— 
Report by Mr. J. G. Kennedy on the Sugar Industry in 
Italy ae oe ee ve ee oo 
RUSSIA— 


Report by Mr. Michell on the Condition of the Sugar 
Industry in Russia, compiled from Russian Official 
Sources.. s vee a +e oe 


~-F 


Jan. 16, 1876 
Feb. 6, — 
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May 27,—— 
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REPORTS ON THE SUGAR INDUSTRY 
IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Austria, 


Report by Mr. J. P. Harriss-Gastrell on the Beet-root Sugar 
Industry of Austria. 


As a Report upon the beet-root sugar of Austria, 
with a view to show its bearings upon British interests is 
required, it will be desirable, so far as the existing pub- 
lished data will admit, to inquire into the position of 
the home industry itself, its share in international trade, 
and then to group together any remarks which such 
inquiries may suggest as to its bearings, directly or 
indirectly, upon British trade, and the corresponding 
British industries. 


(A.) The Position of the Industry itself. 


(a.) The Excise System.—The so-called tax on con- 
sumption in Austria is levied, with a few minor devi- 
ations, on a regular system throughout the Austrian- 
Hungarian territories. The larger towns, for instance, 
levy under the excise system rather a higher rate, for 
municipal or other reasons. But, asthe sugar factories 
seem to be mainly outside of such towns, or in the open 
country, as in North Germany, such a deviation in the 
rate of taxation does not materially affect the industry. 

Owing mainly, it is said, to the financial crisis of 
three years ago, and the general depression of all 
industry, the excise produced, in 1874, nearly 650,000/. 
less than in 1873; and of this amount more than one-half 
Te a diminution in the Returns from the excise 

3138 B 
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-on sugar. These Returns, which, in 1850, amounted to 
only 153,377 florins were :— | 


Fl. 
eet. oo ia ee .. 5,707,829 
i oe s . .. 18,556,039 | 
ve ae < a .. 11,783,409 
jo, Oa a a .. 14,981,330 
jeree 3, = " ». 11,825,797 


The tax is levied upon the beet-roots by the unit of 
100 Vienna pounds; and for this purpose both the 
freshly-grown and dry roots are returned at certain times 
for taxation, and eventually the tax is paid on the quan- 
tity actually manufactured into sugar. The difference 
between the two quantities is sometimes large, and is 
mainly owing to interruptions or failures in the indus- 
try, for which reasons unmanufactured roots are written 
off before levying the tax. 

This excise on raw material is calculated to amount 
to an average of 4°55 kreutzers, Austrian currency, for 
raw sugars, and of 5:59 kreutzers for refined sugars, per 
Zolleentner net. It is this amount which is returned as 
drawback to the manufacturers on all sugars exported, 
in order to place him on an equal footing abroad with his 
competitors. This drawback would now be in sterling 
about 8s. or 9s. 10d. respectively per 120 Ibs. sugar. The 
drawback granted in 1874, amounted to nearly 7,600,000 
florins, or 690,000/. sterling. 

(b.) Statistics of the Industry.—The beet-root sugar © 
has been developed within the last quarter of a century, 
and especially since 1860. Thus :— 


Meher Centners of 


; Roots returned for 
of Factories. Wecise: 

Ie 183k .. oe 100 4,905,677 
1860-1 .. atta een 14,317,890 
187G-L" ... ae 215 33,057,457 
Tesl-2 5 ae 251 28,782,365 
1872-3 ., st 256 36,444,046 
187ee4 ... xa 244 28,878,625 


In 1873-74 only about 25,6000,000 centners were 
eventually taxed. These factories are thus distributed, 
159 in Bohemia, 47 in Moravia, 20 in Hungary, and the 
remaining 18 in Silesia, Lower Austria, and Galicia. Of 
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ese, 28 in Bohemia, 9 in Moravia, and 5 elsewhere, 
consumed from 140,000 to 260,000 centners of roots in 
th i 7 ul 1. ~ 2 " 
The appended Table gives the chief data at hand in 
connection with the industry, and is based upon the 
_ Returns of the Consumption Tax,” presented to the 
 Reichsrath, with a copy of which I have been favoured :— 
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IT regret that it is not within my power to attempt 
to deduce from the Statistics arranged in that, Table the 
actual position of the sugar industry in Austria, but I 
hope they will be sufficient to enable experts to draw 
satisfactory inferences. 

It will, however, be noticed that the price of beet- 
roots varied from 45 to 135 kr. per centner, that coal 
varied from 21 to 100 kr. per centner, and that wages 
varied for men from 40 to 200, and women from 20 to 
120 kr. per day. But, as in none of these cases are the 
necessary additional particulars given, it is impossible to 
calculate the proportion ofthe cost of wages and raw 
material, included in the cost of manufacturing. I 
understand that the average selling price of beet-root 
sugars is at the factories about— 


Ble) FL 

27 60 per 100 kilog. for 93 per cent. crystallized, 
27 80 +0-90\. ,, = 96 a moist sugar, 
28 60 +070 © ,, = 88 5 ‘* rendement,” 


all free at Colin Bohemia, the drawback being repayable to the sellcr. 


(B.) Foreign Trade. 


(a.) Duties on Sugar. —The following Table shows the 
existing and proposed import duties on sugar :— 


| > ; 

4 Bhar | | 
2 Description. Z E ae | Vienna Proposal. Briinn Proposal. 
28| = 
Be | om 

¥kr. [Fl kr. Flor. 
6 | Sugar— 
| a. To No.1éand grape 6:00 9 45 to 6 30)| To'No. 19... 6 00 a ibs Se ae : 
| &. No. 16 to 20 of 7 50 945 6 3C | From No. 19. 8 00 | Ditto. 
c. From No. 20 }10.00 | 1315 9-45 FI. kr. 
| d. Molasses... «| 300 | 630 315 | a .. |d Molasses... 2 00 


As regards the duties suggested by the Chamber of 
Commerce, they were based upon opinions which are 
herewith reproduced. 

The Prague Chamber restricted its comment to 
molasses, mainly as the primary material for the distilla- 
tion of spirit. The law of 1868 places upon the 
molasses spirit an excise duty of 33 per cent. more than 
that on spirit from other primary materials as potatoes, 
corn, &c. Hence the distilleries cannot offer as high a 
price for molasses as the foreigner can, who does not 
appear in any country to suffer from such a differential 
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duty, and consequently an export for molasses has since 
1869 been developed, as the following statistics for the 


frontier into South Germany, Saxony, and Prussia show. 


Price of Molasses | Price of Molasses ( 
at Factory, in Spirit per Export. 
Buyer’s Casks. Degree. 
Fl. kr. Ky. Centners. 
1867 ois be ed 
1868 be cmmer ei 51 11°34 
1869 .,\. 2 Wa 45 65°626 
1870 .. or 2 06 47 207°245 
TT tae oe 1 97 49 190 6389 
WT oa. 2 70 55 119°401 
IBTS . ... 3 02 54 ‘16 
B74 2. 2 98 51 +e 


Whenever therefore the price of molasses and the 
produeed spirit fell, export of molasses took place. The 
quantity exported averaged one-half of the total pro- 
duction of molasses. Inthe beginning of 1875 the price 
of molasses spirit fell to 39 kr. per degree, at which 
price the distiller could only give at the most 1.90 f. 
for molasses. A fear that exporting would raise the 
prices, led to a demand for.an export duty on molasses 
of one florin per centner. In further support of this. 
elaim, the fact was stated that out of distillers’ wash 
potash was made, and the anomaly was mentioned that 
the import duty of 3°15 kr. on molasses (sugar, syrup, 
Position 7 d), prevented any import from abroad, whereas 
the export to the foreigner was free. 

The sugar manufacturer and the exporter of molasses 
declared against this export duty, for, being equal to 
33 to 50 per cent. ad valorem, it would have been a 
prohibition of export. But the potatoe distiller, being 
‘favoured by a lesser excise of 33 per cent., had not so 
much reason to oppose the molasses distiller, for a 
lowering of the price of molasses spirit would not have 
affected him, inasmuch as the prices of spirit is not 
determined by the molasses’ distilleries but by the 
Galician potatoe distilleries, and still more by the more 
profitable Indian corn distilleries of Hungary. ‘The evil 


is in the irrational system of taxing molasses spirit ; if 


this be removed, there is no need of an export.duty. If, 
however, this did not succeed, the Chamber would 
recommend an export duty of 30 kv., which would be 
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about 10 per cent. ad valorem, and would represent the 
usual difference in prices between molasses over the 
frontier and within Austria. And the Chamber considers 
that this. would not be injurious to the sugar manu- 
facturer, for it would not hinder export whenever the 
demand for distillation was not good enough. 

The Troppau Chamber recites similar reasons for an 
export duty on molasses, and also mentions that, when 
exported, on the one hand the State loses 1:40 ky. per 
centner of excise, 2.e., 14 kr. per degree of the ten of 
spirit produced in a home distillery, and on the other 
hand agriculture loses a valuable manure, as well as 
industry its potash. But the Silesian manufacturers, 
who generally make beet-root sugar, distil molasses 
spirits and grow on large estates their roots, and who 
are therefore impartial and competent to judge, oppose 
any export duty, for if all molasses were distilled into 
spirits in home distilleries it could do great harm to the 
general industry. Moreover, the agricultural use of 
molasses is practically very small, and in Silesia the 
molasses distilleries do not suffer. The Chamber 
consequertly opposes the introduction of an export 
duty, and the abolition of an import duty on molasses. 

The Vienna Chamber enters into the classification 
and taxation of sugar, as well as with the question of 
an export duty on molasses. On this latter point the 
Chamber refers to the reasons, above mentioned, in 
support of an export duty; and then opposes it on the 
double ground that it would be prejudicial to the sugar 
manufacturer and eventually to the distiller. 

As regards sugars, the Vienna Chamber recommends, 
as it recommended in 1869, the simpler classification 
by two positions, instead of the existing three proposed 
by the Government, and is pleased that since then 
the Zollverein had adopted such a classification. The 
Chamber proposes to divide the sugars at No. 19, taxing 
all under No. 19 at 6 fl., and all at and above No. 19 at 
8:50 kr. The standard of No. 19 is chosen, as allowing 
raw, and especially colonial, sugars to partly come into 
ordinary consumption. The duty of 6 fl. is considered 
an ample protection to the home industry. The draw-— 
back on sugar is 4°55 kr. on its export; whence 4°55 
_ out of the 6:00 represents a duty from the foreigner 
equal to the excise from the home manufacturer. The 
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difference of 1:45 is a sufficient protection, whatever the 
agio may be on the lower sugars. The proposed duty 
on the higher sugars represents the excise, this protec- 
tion on the raw sugar, and also a further. protection of 
24 fi. on the refining, which is sufficient for the best 
equipped refineries, and corresponds also to the increased 
value, usually 38 to 40 per cent. of the higher qualities 
of sugar.’ It had been proposed to suggest a duty of 
7:50 kr., equivalent to that in the Zollverein. But this 
was rejected ; for the Austrian factories and refineries 
are in several respects at a disadvantage compared with 
those of the Zollverein, especially in respect of dearness 
of fuel and distance from markets. The export of sugar 
arises from an over-production, and cannot be quoted as 
a proof that the Austrian industry is in as good a 
position as that of the Zollverein. 

The Chamber proposes the following classification :— 

(a.) Raw sugar under sample No. 19, and liquid sugar, 
also fruit sugar. Proposed duty, 6 fl. per centner. 

(0.) Raw sugar from sample No. 19 upwards, also 
sugar in loaves, &c., and sugar candy. Proposed duty, 
8°50 kr. per centner. 

(c.) Sugar syrup, 7.e., waste syrup of the refineries, and 
not crystallized sugar. Proposed duty, 3 fl. per centner. 

These duties are based upon an excise equal to 
455 kr. per centner of sugar, but should be altered in 
proportion to any alteration in the excise duty. 

The following is an extract from the Report of the 
Briinn Chamber respecting the sugar duties, as recently 
printed in translation by the Foreign Office :— 

«With reference to the taxation of sugar, a desire for 
a new classification has for a long time since reached us 
from the whole circle of our manufacturers. 

“he ordinary American Customs Tariff classifies 
sugar according to the form in which it exists, whilst it is 
moreexact, and also long since customary with the leading 
European States to graduate theirs according to the more 
or less whiteness of the sugars, which quality represents 
the grade of its purity. 

“« The proposal of the new Customs Tariff in its prin- 
cipal idea includes these alterations; it goes, however, 
further than needful or is desirable in the interest of a 
simple and swift examination at the Custom-house. 

“The project has three classes, one for raw sugar under 
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sample No. 16, one for raw sugar from Nos. 16 to 20, and 
one for the same from sample No. 20 upwards. Wehave, 
in eoncert with the other Commercial Chambers inte- 
rested in the sugar duty, and the Unions of the sugar 
manufacturers to recommend a counter plan :— 

“1. That these three categories be converted into two, 
and raw sugar only be divided into such as are under and 
such as are over sample 19. 

“That the duty for the former be regulated at 6 florms 
per cwt., and for the others, as well as for all refined 
sugars, at § fl. 50 kr. 

“We may express the wish, with reference to the 
samples themselves, that they shall not represent a 
repetition of the sample types of other goods, 7.¢., form a 
formal seeret of the head Custom-houses, but that such 
samples should be distributed to all Custom-houses 
(those Custom-houses which are empowered in general 
to deal with the\sugar duties), and to all Chambers of 
Commerce, and be there preserved, in order that the 
manufacturers and merchants can imspect. the same in a 
convenient manner, and protect themselves from expen- 
sive yet innocent blunders. 

* As eoncerns the duties, it is affirmed — several 
quarters that the extra duties for sugar are not: neces- 
sary and even very extended reductions of the same 
have not the power of prejudicing the Austrian sugar 
industry. 

‘“ We eannot, however, assent to these views, whilst 
the conditions of the sugar manufacture and of the 
consumption are both such that foreign competition. 

cannot operate in the same proportion or method as in 

other industrial directions. There are, however, a few 
subjects of importance which must be considered at the 
same time as the sugar duties, and of which neglect 
might lead to grave danger for the Austrian industry. 

“e The railway tariffs play, in this case, the most impor- 
tant réle, and we must take the same the more seriously 
into account, as it is unfortunately notorious that we 
never enjoy equal facilities for the export of Austrian 
produce which foreign importers, in their busimess with 
Austria, often enjoy for exactly the same distance and 
the same goods. 

Hs Taking into consideration present native and foreign 
raw sugar a, the one of its supply is a question 
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so far outweighed by the high railway tariff that we must, 
therefore, very strongly desire, especially as regards those 
foreign factories advantageously situated, that our sugar 
industry should be protected from the possibilities of the 
incalculable changes of railway policy by a moderate 
duty. 

“3 The State, indeed, is entitled and even obliged on 
financial grounds to demand a tax on foreign production 
of raw sugar, as compensation for the octroi existing m 
Austria. 

“Tf this is neglected, each abatement of the foreign 
taxes on sugar production, or each increase in those 
countries of the allowed rebate would, on the sugar being 
exported, immediately influence the Austrian market, 
and ehange the eonditions of the Austrian manufac- 
ture to its disadvantage. 

“Pimally, the ‘agio’ is a factor, the least ftuetuation 
of which im presence of the enormous quantities. in which 
thz sugar trade deals, would at once turn the scale, so 
that the native sugar industry must be secured to some 
degree against the disadvantages of money fluctuations. 

“The import duties for sugar proposed by us ave, 
therefore, nothimg more than a compensation of the 
Excise. and’ of the Tariff and. ‘agio’ differences. 
They are, on the raw sugar, according to samples 16 to 
20, only higher by a few florins than the Government 
proposals, whereas, on the raw sugar, according to 
samples over 20, they are 14 florms lower than the 
Government proposition. 

“Our proposals correspond in general with those in 
foree in the Zollverein; they are, indeed, for refined 
sugars, a little lower. 

“With the Government proposal regarding the duty 
om treacle, i.¢., waste treacle of refineries and not erystal- 
lized treacle, we declare ourselves.in so far agreed that by 
it should be meant. real treacle, which is directly or 
_ indirectly destined for consumption. Inasmuch, however, 
as even molasses should, as hitherto, be treated accord- 
~ ing to this Tariff Heading, we hold a duty of 3. fl. to be 

far too high. 
“Molasses serve either for the manufacture of spirits, 
_or it is used for the purpose of extracting the remaining 
- saccharine elements according to a system which is 
only reeent and not thoroughly tested. In both cases 
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molasses forms a new product, or rather a half-manu- 
facture, which should, to the manufacturer who has in 
view its further working, be as cheap as possible, and 
should not be made dearer by a ip duty 
of 3 fl. per cwt. 

“The Zollverein has likewise charged: a duty upon 
treacle to the extent of 2th. 15 gr. It has, however, 
taken care that molasses, which is imported for the 
manufacture of spirits and the further working up of the 
same, should be imported, under certain precautionary 
conditions, free. 

“We consider this regulation a just one, and would 
not hesitate to recommend to the Government that the 
“same, in its spirit, should be adopted in the Austrian 
Customs Law, should it happen that means can be 
found by which molasses could be so completely changed 
from its nature as only to be useable for the manufacture 
of spirits, and. not for the purpose of extracting its 
saccharine matter. 

“It isa recognized fact that molasses, as the third 
product, is able to contain up to 30 per cent. of sugar, 
without this fact being directly evident or discovered 
during the examination for duty. Should it thus be 
avoided that the import of molasses could help the 
defraudation of the sugar duties, and the inland tax on 
consumption, it should not even then be permitted to 
enter free, but neither should a higher duty than would 
correspond to its probable saccharine matter, and the 
duty for raw sugar under No. 19 be imposed upon it. 

*‘ As the latter would amount to 6 fl., according to our 
proposal, it would result that the corresponding tax for 
the duty cn molasses would be 2 fl. per ewt., in leu of 
the 3 fl. proposed by the Government. ~ 

“By this proposal we stand in opposition to the 
opinions of those who, some time ago, demanded even 
the increase of the export duty on molasses, yet had not 
evidently taken into account that the effect would be but 
for a moment, and by way of exception favourable to the 
export of Austrian molasses, and that thereby a portion — 
of those products used in former years would be with- 
drawn from the manufacturers of spirit. 

“We could, even on other grounds, declare ourselves 
_ as dissenting from the re-establishment of export duties 
from any motives whatever, least of all in this case, — 
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where probably even the opposite result to that desired 
would be attained. Molasses would, indeed, not be 
exported, but it is by no means clear that they must 
necessarily be worked up by the Austrian spirit manu- 
factories, because the prices of spirits would so far 
recede that the working up of molasses into spirit would 
not be profitable, even if they were held in hand at very 
low prices.” 

Some other Chambers of Commerce made similar 
representations respecting the sugar duties. 


(B.) Statistics of Foreign Trade. 


The statistics of the international trade in sugar are 
as follows :— 


Export. 
Difference. 
1874. 1873. 
Centners. Centners. Centners. 
a, Sugars (refined) — 
Without drawback 483 1,492 — 1,009 
With z 501,419 595,561 | — 94,142 
6. Raw sugars, &e.— 
Without drawback . 1,478 78 + 1,400 
With - oh (2 tsT4 1,144,059 | — 416,685 
“ 28,7385 535 + 28,000 


d. Sugar syrup .. 


The following is a comparison of imports and exports 
of sugar for 1874 :— 


Quantity. Value. 
Import. Export. Import. Export. 
Centners. Centners. Florins. Florins. 
Austria 29,776 | 1,204,646 | 189,034 | 17,694,549 
Hungary on 470 54,843 5,498 987,174 
Totals ..| 80,246 | 1,259,489 | 194,532 | 18,681,722 


It is considered that, although the sugar industry is 
not altogether on a sound basis, the diminution in the 
exports is owing more to the general depression of 
industry than to special causes. The importation of 

[313] G 


ts AUSTRIA. 


sugar is evidently of small importance compared with 
the exportation, but why the sugars imported are at a 
lower average price than those exported is not clear. 


(C.) Remarks as to British Interests. 


It is not possible, unfortunately, from the Custom- 
Returns to discover or estimate the quantity of sugar 
exported to each country. But I am informed that the 
bulk of the export in sugars is to the east, and it appears 
that nothing is known here of any important export 
beyond Germany westward. 

The Excise duty being 44 kr. per 100 Vienna pounds 
of beet-roots, it follows that the drawbacks of 4°50 on 
raw sugars and of 5°59 on refined sugars, are based upon 
the assumption of 10°25 and 12°703 respectively of . 
Vienna pounds to the Zoll centner of sugar. This average 
is struck for the whole Empire, and on the mean yield of 
saccharine matter for a seriesof years. The intention is 
that the drawbacks should not become a bounty on expor- 
tation, but remain in the long run a bond fide retarn of 
the direct Excise duties. But it is obvious that whenever 
the year is good for beet-root, i.e., that the yield of 
saccharine matter exceeds the assumed mean, the draw- 
back practically becomes a bounty, unless the manufac- 
turers have to make good a countervailing loss in Excise 
on former years of bad yield of saccharine matter. 

If the statistics of the foregoing parts of this Report 
be examined, it will be seen that in 1874 the drawback 
amounted to nearly 7,600,000 gulden, whereas the 
Excise yielded for 1873-74 nearly 11,800,000 gulden. 
The annual period for the Customs does not run with 
that for the Excise. But as, probably, the falling-off 
was even greater in 1874 than in 1873-74, it may, for 
the present, be assumed with some fairness that the 
drawback and the Excise above mentioned can be com- 
pared. In this case the Excise, remaining to repre- 
sent home consumption, is only 4,200,000 gulden, 
indicating, at an average drawback of 5 fl. 15 kr., about 
$25,000 Zoll centners of sugar consumed. 

Again, ifit be assumed that a fair average of the 
1:025 and 1:2753 Vienna pounds per Zoll centner be 
eleven times 100 Ibs. of roots per Zoll centner of the 
aggregate mean of all sugars, then the 24,600,000 Vienna 
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centners of roots should in 1873-75 have yielded about 
2,238,000 Zoll centners of sugar, of which there remain, 
after deducting an export in 1874 of 1,260,000, only 
978,000 centners. If however, the fair average be 
twelve instead of eleven times 100 pounds of roots, then 
the resulting remainder for home consumption will be 
less than 800,000 Zoll centners. The truth probably lies 
between the two, and nearer the eleven times average, 
for the home consumption will be mainly in the lower 
qualities of sugar, whereas the export is about 45 per 
cent. in refined sugars and 55 per cent. in raw sugars. 

Ifthe results of 825,000 Zoll centners, from a com- 
parison of the drawback with the Excise, and of 
978,000 Zoll centners from a comparison of the export 
were exact, the difference of 153,000 Zoll centners 
would, I presume, represent freedom of the home con- 
sumption to that degree from taxation and consequently 
a bounty of some 800,000 gulden, or of over 63 kr. per 
Zoll centner of export. 

Whether or not these figures indicate that in 1874 
the drawback became in some degree a bounty, I am 
not competent to say, especially as there can be so little 
exactness in the terms of the comparison.* 

It would appear from the opinions of the Austrian 
Chambers of Commerce that little change is likely to 
be made in the Customs duties. But if, as against 


- Germany, a protection of 1:45 for raw sugars, and 3:95 


for refined per Zoll centner is still needed by the Austrian 
manufacturer, it is scarcely possible that any large 
export trade through Germany westward could take 
place unless the higher price of the Austrian sugar, plus 
the transit freight be not set off by the Austrian draw- 
back and by some disadvantage to the German exporter 
of German sugars. 
(Signed) J. P. HARRISS-GASTRELL. 
January 16, 1876. 


* Vide on this point the second Report, p. 29. 3 
: oe; Cc 
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Further Report by Mr. J. P. Harriss-Gastrell on the Beet-root 
Sugar Industry of Austria. 


Wir reference to my Report of the 16th ultimo, 
with respect to the beet-root industry of Austria, I beg 
now to add thereunto the following abstract of the 
information contained in an official paper about to be 
published in the fourth part of the third volume of the 
“ Nachrichten itiber Industrie, Handel und Verkehr,” 
and I purpose arranging that information under the 
same headings as in my previous Report. 


(A.) Position of the Industry. 


(a). Excise Duty.—The beet-root sugar industry was 
from its beginning in 1830 to 1849 only subject to the 
moderate general industrial tax (Erwerbsteuer), and in 
1849 to the Income Tax also. But by a law of 1849 a 
Consumption Tax (Verbrauchsabgabe) was laid upon the 
sugar industry, at the rate of 1 fl. 40 ke. (Conventions. 
Mitnze) for every net Vienna hundredweight of raw sugar 
produced. Accordingly, the tax was thus arranged in 
currency for these three categories; 2 fl. for refined 
and lump sugar ; 2 fl. 12 kr. for sugar candy, &e. ; 20 kr. 
for molasses. But the manufacturer could elect to have: 
the tax levied on the beet-roots, and in this case paid 
5 kr. (Conventions Miinze) for fresh and 273 kr. for 
dried roots per Vienna cwt. It was soon discovered 
that it was more simple to raise the tax upon the raw 
material rather than upon the product; and a decree of 
1850 abolished the basis of sugar in favour of that of the 
beetroots. 

Tn 1853 the tax was increased to 8 and 44 kr. (Con- 
ventions Miinze), in 1855 to 12 and 106 kr., and in 1857 
to 18 and 139 kr. (Conventions Munze) respectively. And 
in 1852 the credit of four months for half the tax was 
extended to the whole amount. 

The rates of 18 and 139 kr. of Conventions Mize 
were converted into 314 and 1:735 kr. currency, and 
are still in principle the same, but an addition of 20 per 
cent. in 1859, increased in 1862 to 30 pe cent., as an 
extra war tax, raised the tax to 40;%°, and 2: 253355 
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respectively. In 1858 a credit of six months to one year 
was given, but in 1862 it was reduced to six months for 
paying the tax. 

In 1865 a radical change was made in the mode of 
levying the tax, which was henceforth to be calculated 
on the capacity of the plant and the period of its being 
in operation. 

In 1866 the rates of 5°5 to 1 for fresh and dried roots 
was changed to 5 to 1, reducing the 2°25;53; to 2°04,43,. 

The introduction of the* French system of weights in 
1875. has led to the consumption tax being calculated 
on kilogrammes, thus 73 kr. on every 100 kilog. of fresh 
and five-fold on dried roots. 

The following Table shows the taxation levied from 


1850 to 1873-74 :— 


ie 2 Returned Pied Consumption Tax, 
Year og No. of Backs according to Returns 
oe eet-roots. oh 
S =| Beet-roots. and Payment. 
Ze 
Florins. 
1850-1 ..| 100 : 4,389,059 146,074 
1851-2 ..| 106 5,771,794 368,340 
1852-3 ..| 119 5,171,919 485,772 
1853-4 ..| 128 AB 6,129,788 521,354 
1854-5" 5, 121 6,466,120 821,549 
1855-6 ,.| 181 7,869,591 1,038,156 
1856-7 ..| 141 9,624,321 1,576,879 
1857-8 116 12,677,259 2,124,241 
1858-9 ..| 128 17,005,568 2,894,432 
Florins. Florins. 
1859-60 ..| 12 14,989,404 | 6,191,575 5,112,225 
1860-1 ..| 123 $:; 14,317,899 | 5,707,829 5,759,202 
1861-2 ..| 1380 | 15,061,488 | 13,855,924 | 5,750,297 5,586,811 
1862-8 ..| 139 | 17,818,376 | 17,068,924 7,334,870 6,989,829 
1863-4 ..| 186 | 15,927,913 | 14,808,835 | 6,538,907 6,030,099 
1864-5 ..| 144 | 19,856,121 | 19,592,846 | 8,334,693 7,926,202 
1865-6 ..! 140 | 16,589,158 | 15,425,821 7,102,518 6,116,587 
1866-7 ..| 139 | 22,271,875 | 20,451,145 9,155,935 7,886,940 
1867-8 ..| 151 | 21,724,559 | 17,954,251 | 8,896,207 7,352,266 
1868-9 ..| 162 | 16,871,290 | 14,168,539 6,908,796 5,805,850 
1869-70 ..| 181 | 25,285,207 | 21,948,510 | 10,844,499 8,983,127 
1870-1 ..| 215 | 33,103,881 | 28,448,546 | 138,556,039 11,650,865 
1871-2 251 | 28,775,113 | 24,329,011 | 11,783,409 9,962,720 
1872-38 ..| 256 | 36,462,246 | 30,952,123 | 14,931,330 12,674,894 
1873-4 244 | 28,878,625 | 24,596,212 | 11,825,797 10,072,149 


Upon this Table it is remarked that “ the taxation of 
roots has notoriously been less than the actual consump- 
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tion would warrant.” The returns for the earlier years 
are also defective in themselves. 

The following Table indicates a comparison of the 
Custom Duties and of the Excise on sugar from 1831 to 
1874; but the years are solar for the customs and 
financial or manufacturing for the Excise, so that they 
do not run together :— 


Year. Sugar Duties. sar ie Total 
ax. 
Florins. ~  Florins. Florins. 
1831 to 1840 (average) 3,274,721 Xe 3,274,721 
1841 to 1847 and 1850 4,581,536 ie 4,581,536 
1851 id 3) 5,547,252 386,757 5,934,009 
1852 a we 5,889,096 510,060 6,399,156 
1853 oe we 6,564,031 547,421 7,111,452 
1854 Bie a: 4,781,099 862,626 5,598,725 
1855 : 6,643,968 1,090,063 7,734,031 
1856 ~ ..| 5,875,906 1,655,722 7,531,628 
1857 in x 3,529,794 2.930,453 5,760,147 
1858 My i 8,545,207 4,089,153 7,634,360 
1859 ey At 1,083,286 5,719,912 6,803,198 
1860 ie wd 290,242 5,118,400 5,403,642 
186i *~ Aue = 339,611 5,759,707 6,099,318 
1862 Ry ..| 1,259,721 5,587,888 6,847,559 
1863 ue by 705,822 10,144,943, 10,850,765 
1864 ve 5% 85,666 6,574,744 | 6,658,400 
1865 whe o% 81,139 8,297,260 8, 328,399 
1866 in ae 19,005 6,997,417 7,016,422 
1867 a E 11,006 9,098,809 9,109,815 
1868 ‘i: Ms 54,361 9,289,917 9,344,278 
1869 owe 5 233,951 9,058,329 9,292,280 
1870 ae Ae tA 27 11,389,926 11,401,653 
1871 3 se 13,067 13,861,616 | 13,874,683 
1872 Ae 54 16,855 14,352,728 14,369,583. 
1878 ae ae 24,258 12,913,933 12,938,191 
1874 ete Ris 12,756 9,245,892 9,258,648 


As regards a drawback it seems that in 1860 one 
called an “export bonus,” was established for repaying 
to the exporter the Customs or Excise duties already 
paid on the sugar, at the rate of 4°30 kr. on refined, 
and 3°50 kr. on raw, which was raised by the addi- 
tional war tax to 516 kr.; 24°20 kr. per Zoll centner, 
and in 1862 to 5°59 and 4‘55 respectively, at which 
rates itis now, after having from 1864 to 1868 been 
raised to 6°51 kr. and 3°80 kr. respectively. In con- 
sequence of the introduction of the French system of 
weights, it is now calculated on the 100 kilog. at 9°10 kr. 
and 11°18 kr. respectively. 
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Tt is remarked that only a very small quantity of 
ri 5 has been exported without profiting by this draw- 
ack. 

The following Table shows the total taxation of 
sugar by Customs and Excise, the amount remitted by 
drawbacks, and the balance received by the State. 


Duties and 
Year. Consumption Drawbacks. Balance. 
Tax. 
Florins. Florins. Florins. 
1860 * ee 5,403,642 oe 5,408,642 
1861 be an 6,099,318 BF 6,099,318 
1862, bs 6,847,559 z 6,847,559 
1863 i ee 10,850,765 100 10,850,665 
1864 rae si 6,658,400 23,406 6,634,994 
{8OS320 — 8,328,399 2,260,916 6,067,483 
1866. J, # 7,016,422 1,008,748 _ 6,007,674 
186% eli a 9,109,815 4,934,837 4,174,978 
1868 " 9,344,278 2,226,126 7,118,152 
i a 9,292,280 159,180 9,033.100 
1870 > ea 11,401,653 4,867,152 6,534,501 
1871 S05 6 13,874,683 6,976,966 6,897,717 
1872 ars hate 14,369,588 6,615,686 7,758,897 
eye eee ..| 12,938,191 6,551,746 6,385,733 
1874 we he 9,258,648 7,595,243 1,668,405 


The large amount in 1863 is partly owing to the 
credit of a year being shortened to six months for paying 
the taxes. 

If the drawbacks be reckoned for the manufacturing 
years as in the Excise, then the balance to the State 
would be :— 


Florins. 

In 1870-71 ae Bs Bs .. 4,678,899 
1871-72 a =e ae «» 8,847,034 
1872-73 oh * ie $. ° 6,123,448 
1878-74 : r .. 2,476,906 


(B.) Foreign Trade. 

(a.) Duties on Sugar.—As the beet-root sugar industry 
began in Austria in 1830, it will be desirable to mention 
the Customs duties since that year to the present 
time. - 


Refined sugar, C.M. per Vienna cwt. 
Raw sugar for commerce * 
Ditto for refiners. 
Molasses __ 
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The Customs dutics of 1856 were in 1858 converted 
into Austrian silver currency from the ‘“ Convention 
coin,’ and became :— 


Re Sky 
Refined “i ate S af ipods 
Raw for consumer Ae hs af sig 2 46 
Raw for refiners wh ote J 6 30 
Molasses SS Lee ok A, oe) 3 15 


It will be noticed that the refiners enjoyed at the 
beginning a very large advantage in a lower duty on the 
raw sugar imported, which has been gradually reduced 
to the existing difference of 333 per cent. in their favour. 

(.) Statistics—The following Table shows the move- 
ment in the imports of sugar since 1830 :— 


Raw Sugar. 


Year: Refined Sugar. Fos Molasses. 
me For Refiners 
Commerce. in he : 
Zoll centner | Zoll centner | Zoll centner | Zoll centner 
net. net. net. net. 
1830 2,213 4,147 395,892 583 
1840 5,280 10,954 518,646 | 661 
1850 25,005 22,206 632,402 . 92 
1851 15.685 19,181 678,371 123 
1852 20,291 15,601 731,058 1,462 
1843 38,837 22,975 779,496 1,201 
1854 19,103 36,710 548,170 203 
1855 55,028 40,261 730,720 142 
1856 87,655 88,426 653,173 9,476 
1857 26,442 26,472 465,928 5,604 
1858 14,051 18,840 505,903 5,670 
1859 6,751 ~« 6,339 172,974 12,783 
1860 4,656 1,261 35,149 27,004 
1861 9,951 8,941 27,765 35,710 
1862 3 1,280 7,182 124,514 31,762 
1863 13,418 21,789 52,056 Qiglo2 
1864 3,940 3,841 Pr] 31,662 
1865 2,380 526 aA 29,180 
1866 1,522 344 AD 20,541 
1867 891 168 159 » 23,499 
1868 1,860 287 4,629 21,516 
1869 1,870 BALD) 33,1381 23,3827 
1870 TTA 168 Bi 20,678 
1871 674 463 opto 26,378 
1872 977 422 ale 28,845 
18738 906 1,316 oe 83,100 
1874 756 298 ae 29,465 


Thus thirty years sufficed to destroy the import of 
raw sugar for refining and to reduce to insignifiance the 
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importation of sugars for consumption. The increase in 
the importation of molasses followed the development of 
the beet-root sugar industry ; for, as the beet-root sugar 
syrup cannot be used except for the distillation of spirit, 
Colonial sugar syrup must be used. 

Before the drawbacks scarcely any exportation of 
sugar existed, a drawback was established as already 
mentioned in 1860. Since then the movement in 
exportation has been as follows :— 


Solar Year. |Refined Sugar.| Raw Sugar. | Sugar Syrup. 
1859 662 = 218 
1860 11,543 1,359 194 
1861 2,901 1,820 4,895 
1862 916 587 36 
1863 1,796 736 142 
1864 47,673 39,245 18 
1865 110,812 363,144 34 
1866 155,988 153,815 66 
1867 366,274 231,048 756 
1868 155,684 52,296 2,653 
1869 92,774 310,556 66,613 
1870 348,055 754,656 208,423 
1871 810,097 841,269 191,021 
1872 346,366 779,967 120,315 
1878 597,053 1,144,137 535 
1874 506,428 730,879 25,962 


The raising of the drawback has had an importance 
influence since 1864: in increasing the exportation. 

It will also be observed that the exportation has 
become larger than ever was the importation, and the 
struggle of fifty years between the home producer and 
the importer has ended advantageously for the former. 
The Austrian charterer can now export sugar instead of 
importing it. 

The following Table shows to what countries the sugar 
was exported since 1870 :— 
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Year. | Raw Sugar. |Refined Sugar. 


Zoll centner. | Zoll centner. 


South Germany wap 1570 377,644 52,1€2 
(Switzerland) 1871 90,874 259,968 
1872 124,853 27,942 

1873 225,651 117,623 

1874 180,654 45,405 

Saxony i os]. 2000 364,183 1,487 
1871 721,814 27,487 | 

1872 638,466 4,790 

1873 910,354 16,193 

1874 536,250 7,450 

Prussia ye Ss od stra) v7 Se 
1871 43 5,660 

1872 7,102 154 

1873 3,159 2,359 

1874 1,127 1,910 

Russia aa eee % 1,403 
1871 ae 4,233 

1872 *: 6,239 

1873 5 7,639 

1874 70 10,712 

Turkey i er lee SO 226 68,320 
1871 7 108,094 

1872 386 125,833 

18738 8 162,905 

1874 14 143,844 

Italy 42 ..| 1870 6,110 61,589 
1871 15,448 131,991 

1872 2,611 40,339 

18738 2,839 68,675 

1874 10,915 61,788 

Trieste (chiefly to Tur- | 1870 6,493 160,131 
key and Italy), 1871 13,463 270,618 
1872 6,829 140,478 

1873 2,656 213,168 

1874 1,849 221,912 

Fiume and other ports .|_ 1870 =A 2,391 
1871 120 1,178 

1872 AG 591 

1878 ae 3 8,491 

1874 34 14,452 


The bulk of the refined sugars goes to the East, but 
that of raw sugar to Germany, and perhaps further 
westward. This year a considerable quantity is, as I 
have just heard, being sent to England. 
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It should, however, be observed that there is no return 
of the sugars exported by way of the Danube and into 
the Principalities unless they be included under Turkey 
and Russia respectively. 


C. Remarks as to British Interests. 


So far as Colonial sugar is concerned it is evident that 
the beet-root sugar industry is so well established in 
Austria that no revival of its importation can be expected. 
And as regards competition in England with refiners it 
does not appear probable that any important quantity of 
Austrian refined sugar finds its way into England except 
by the operation of the drawback, for there is little 
difference of opinion that the beet-root sugar industry is 
not in an altogether sound condition. 

It will have been noticed that the basis of the Excise 
Tax was in 1865 changed from the quantity of beet-roots 
consumed to the capacity of the plant for consuming in 
a given time a given quantity of beet-roots. It willalso 
have been observed that it is acknowledged that the 
quantity of beet-roots returned for taxation as manufac- 
tured into sugar is “notoriously ” less than the actual 
quantity. Moreover, the statistics—after due allowance 
for the large exports of beet-root sugar and the insignifi- 
cant importation of sugar—show so small a consumption 
of sugar per head in the Austrian Empire (from a half to 
three-quarters of a pound per head per annum) that there 
must be a larger manufacture of sugar than the statistics 
record. If these three facts, together with the fact of the 
moderate cost of beet-root sugar in North Germany and 
the larger export into Germany be taken into considera- 
tion, it is sufficiently obvious that the drawback, although 
otherwise intended, does act as a direct bounty, and pro- 
bably is to nearly half its amount a real bounty on 
export. Hence the Austrian manufacturer can send his 
surplus sugar abroad at a very low price. Since I wrote 
my former report I have been informed that a yearly 
increasing quantity of sugar has been exported to England 
vid Hamburg. It is evident that this can only give a 
profit when the exporting price at Hamburg is less than | 
_ the competing price of North German sugar, and such a 
low price can only arise from something abnormal in the 
taxation of sugar in the Empire, for I cannot hear of any 
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erveat advantages of the beet-root sugar producer over his 
competitor in North Germany. . 

The higher drawback of 1864, and the change of basis 
of the Excise in 1865, have evidently favoured the expor- 
tation. The way in which the drawback becomes a 
bounty is, that the capacity of the plant is taken at alow 
average for Excise, and is for manufacturing much 
greater and even doubled. Hence, as the drawback is 
the equivalent of the Excise thus estimated, it becomes a 
bounty in the proportion in which the actual capacity of 
the plant is greater than the estimated capacity. . 

I had the privilege in 1869 of. becoming acquainted 
with the position of the beet-root sugar industry in North 
Germany, and have therefore hazarded a few comparisons 
in my own mind, but I know nothing practically of the 
position of the industry in Austria, and cannot therefore 
venture to hazard an opinion as to the proportion of 
bounty that the drawback may cover. I fancy, hcwever, 
from what I hear, that it may be not far short of 50 per 
cent. of the drawback. 

But, even if this drawback had not proved on inquiry 
to act as a bounty to a certain degree, it seems to me 
that a return of duty on an exported article may 
conceal more often than is suspected a real bounty on 
exportation. Some ten years ago I ventured in dealing 
with another question to call this point of view that of 
the desirability of an ‘“ Equity of International Taxation.” 
Subsequent experience has rightly or wrongly confirmed 
the idea that this point was sometimes overlooked. If, 
for instance, to put the least complicated case, all other 
things being equal, the incidence of taxation in two 
countries should be equal on a given article, then the 
country granting a drawback equivalent to any part of 
such taxation would practically grant a bounty on expor- 
tation. 

(Signed) J. P. HARRISS-GASTRELL. 

February 6, 1876. 


Sur A. Buchanan to the Earl of Derby. 


My Lord, Vienna, May 17, 1876. 
Wirn reference to the question of the export of 
Austrian sugar which is favoured by the drawback, as 
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well as the ‘“‘agio,” I have the honour to inform your 
Lordship that, according to statements respecting the 
intended reform of the excise duty in the ‘ Neue 
Freie Presse,” there is no opposition on the part of the 
manufacturers to an increase of that duty on beetroot 
sugar to 4 gulden per centner, provided it is so fixed 
on an estimate for five years on the present system. 
Such a change would increase the Austrian revenue 
from 1,500,000 gulden to 5,500,000 gulden, and would 
* have the further advantage for the Treasury, that the 
sugar export which takes place only on account of the 
‘export bonification,’ could not occur in its present pro- 
portions.” 

It has been calculated that, if the consumption of 
sugar in Austria be only 5 lbs. instead of the 10 Ibs. per 
head in the Zollverein, a quantity of sugar, which ought 
to produce a revenue of 8,000,000 gulden at the present 
rate of excise, remains untaxed. 

This would be equal to about four-fifths of the pro- 
duction. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 
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Extracts from a Report by Major-General Stanton respect- 
ing Sugar Duties and Drawbacks in Egypt. 


Wir reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 
3lst December last, calling for a report on the sugar 
duties and drawbacks, and their operation in Egypt, I 
have the honour to report that, after repeated efforts to 
obtain the information which is indispensable for com- 
plying with these instructions, I regret to be obliged to 
state that no particulars of the general sugar industry 
in Egypt can at present be obtained of a sufficiently 
full and accurate character to deserve a place in the 
Reports presented to Parliament. 

But in answer to the question raised by your Lord- 
ship’s despatch, whether the practical working of the 
sugar duties here is such as to create a bounty upon 
Egypt, I beg to state that the duty on sugar exported 
from this country is the same as that on all other 
exports, namely, 1 per cent. ad valorem, and that there 
are no drawbacks allowed on any articles imported or 
re-exported other than those on articles re-exported 
within six months referred to in Article V of the Com- 
mercial Treaty of 1861.* 

The whole of the sugar exported from Hgypt is 


* Goods Re-exported. 


And if such articles should not be sold for consymption in Turkey, 
but should be re-exported within the space of six months, the same shall 
be considered as merchandize in transit by land, and be treated as is 
stated in Article XII: the Administration of the Customs being bound 
to restore at the time of their re-exportation to the merchant, who shall 
be required to furnish proof that the goods in question have paid the 
import duty of 8 per cent., the difference between that duty and the 
duty levied on goods in transit by land, as set forth in the Article above 
cited. 
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produced on the Khedive’s private estates, and manu- 
factured in His Highness’ factories; it is sold by the 
Daira both by public auction and by private contract to 
the merchants who export it. 

There is no sugar imported into Egypt for refinement 
in this country, and I believe no re-exportation takes 
place of that imported from abroad ; there would, there- 
fore, be no chance of a drawback (if any were allowed) 
operating as a bounty on export. 

Mr. Cookson, Her Majesty’s Consul at Alexandria, 
has, to my knowledge, been making efforts to obtain 
materials for a general report on the sugar industry in 
Egypt, but he has been disappointed in several quarters 
from which he hoped to obtain assistance. 

He informs me, however, that all the details which 
he has been able to collect will be embodied in the 
general Commercial Report for the year 1875, which he 
is preparing, and which he expects to be able to com- 
plete before very long. 

Alexandria, May 27, 1876. 
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Report by Mr. Nicolson on the Sugar Industry in Germany. 


Mr. Nicolson to Lord O. Russell. 


My Lord, Berlin, February 19, 1876. 
In obedience to your Excellency’s instructions, I 
have the honour to lay before you the following Report 
on the sugar industry in Germany. I have divided the 
subject under two heads :—1. An historical and general 
survey of the sugar industry, showing. the different 
duties levied on the importation of foreign sugar, and 
the system of levying the excise on home-manufactured 
beet-root sugar; and I have endeavoured to bring into 
relief the advantages which the beet-root sugar enjoys 
over its foreign rival. 2. Statistics respecting the taxa- 
tion and production of the beet-root sugar, and the 
importation and the exportation of all kinds of sugar. 


1. Historical and General Survey. 


Till towards the end of the seventeenth century 
sugar in Germany was so dear that the middle and 
poorer classes consumed honey in place of colonial 
sugar. It was in 1749 that the first sugar refinery of 
colonial sugar was established in Germany at Berlin by 
Spillberger, a merchant of that town. Marggraf, an 
apothecary of Berlin, discovered at about the same time 
that the beet-root contained a quantity of sugar, but his 
discovery was then ignored, and it appears that he never 
sufficiently prosecuted his investigations so as to be able 
to find a process of extracting the sugar from the beet. 
It was not until fifty years later that Professor Achard, 
of Huguenot extraction and a chemist at Berlin, com- 
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menced to take the matter up seriously. He cultivated 
several kinds of beet, and found that the Silesian beet 
contained the largest quantity of saccharine matter, and 
he was able to extract therefrom crystallized sugar. In 
1796 he was successful in obtaining the countenance 
and support of King Frederick William II. in establish- 
ing a beet-root sugar manufactory on his estate in Lower 
Silesia. As beet-roots were not subject to any tax what- 
soever, the undertaking, thus highly protected, proved a 
great financial success. He was, naturally, not long 
without imitators, and beet-root sugar manufactories 
sprang up not only in Lower Silesia, but also in Bavaria 
and especially at Augsburg. When Napoleon I. invaded 
Germany he saw the value of this new discovery, and it 
was owing to his encouragement and influence that 
the beet-root sugar manufacture was introduced into 
France. The Continental wars almost entirely destroyed 
the new industry in Germany, and it was not till the fourth 
decade of the present century that it began to revive and 
show signs of vigour. Up to 1836 the demand for 
sugar in Germany was chiefly supplied from the impor- 
tation of colonial sugar, which was imported, as a rule, 
in its raw state, and then refined by the home refiners. 
In 1835 there were seventy-four refineries in Prussia, 
and twelve in the other States composing the Customs 
Union. Colonial sugar at present is used almost only 
by confectioners and distilleries, who require a purer 
and finer article, while the general public is satisfied 
with the beet-root sugar. 

The beet-root sugar industry commenced to concen- 
trate itself round Magdeburg and Halle, where the soil 
was found to be the most suitable for the cultivation of 
the root. It was now that the Government began to 
occupy themselves with the matter. It was found that 
the rapid rise and extension of this non-taxpaying 
braneh of industry and the consequent diminution in 
the importation of duty- paying colonial sugar were 
seriously affecting the States’ revenues. The necessity 
of levying, then, some kind of tax on the new industry 
was apparent. But the Prussian Government, unwilling 
to check an infant industry, were averse to tax it on the 
same scale as imported colonial sugar, and on March 21, 
1840, the following Order was published, to come into 
force on September 1 of the same year :-— 

[313] D 
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“Raw sugar extracted from beet-root, will be taxed 
at the rate of $ thaler (6d.), for every centner,* which tax 
is to be raised from the beet intended for sugar manufac- 
ture. The raw beet-root will, therefore, be taxed at the 
rate of 4 silver groschen for every centner.” 

Iti is evident from this order, that 20 centners of raw 
beet-root were calcuiated to produce 1 centner of raw 
sugar. 

In the next year it was found desirable to raise the 
tax on the raw beet to 3 sgr. per centner, as not 20 cent- 
ners, but 18 centners at the utmost were found necessary 
for obtaining 1 centner of raw sugar. 

In the year 1843-44, there were in the Customs Union 
105 manufactories, extracting 286,162 centners of raw 
sugar, from 4,349,667 centners of raw beet-root. The 
importation of foreign sugar during this year, was 
1,345,600 centners; and asthe population of the Customs 
Union numbered near 28,000,000, the consumption of 
sugar per head averaged 5°25 lbs. ‘The tax was raised at 
different periods, till it reached, in 1858, 7% sgrs. per 
centner; but the manufacture of beet-root sugar was 
increasing in still greater proportions; im the year 
1864-65, there were in the Customs Union 270 heet-root 
sugar manufactories, extracting 3,413,214 centners of raw 
sugar from 41,641,204 centners of beet-root. The impor- 
tation of foreign sugar had fallen to 254,016 centners ; 
and as the population in this year was somewhat over 
34,000,000, the consumption of sugar per head amounted 
to 9°29 lbs, or about double of what it had been twenty 
years previously. It was found, too, that about 12 cent- 
ners of SS eae were sufficient to produce 1 centner of 
raw sugar. 

On 26th June, 1869, a law respecting the duties. &c., 
on sugar, was issued. The following are its principal 
points :— 

From September 1869 the excise on home beet-root 
sugar will be 8 sgr. (little more than 9d.) per centner, 
to be raised on the red beet intended for sugar produc- 
tion. From September 1, 1869 the duty per centner on 
foreign sugar and syrup will be: 1. On sugar, refined 
sugar of every description, as also raw sugar, if it 
answers to the Dutch Standard, No. 19, and to the 


* A centner = 112 lbs. 
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patterns which are laid down with respect to this 
standard, 5 thalers (15s.). 2. On raw sugar, which 
does mot come under the above category, 44 thalers (12s.). 
3. On syrup 2 th. 15 sgr. (7s. 6d.). Liquefied 
sugar, which is recognized as such at the “ Revision,”’ 
comes under No. 2 category. 4. Molasses are admitted 
free when intended for the manufacture of brandy. 

On every centner gross weight an allowance is made 
for package as follows: On the entry of bread sugar, 
loaf sugar, candied, lump sugar, 14 Ibs. in casks, w vith 
staves of oak or other hard wood, 10 lbs. in other casks, 
18 Ibs. in chests, 7 lbs. in baskets. On entry of raw- 
sugar and powdered sugar and pounded sugar, 13 lbs. 
in casks, with staves of oak or other hard wood, 10 lbs. in 
other casks, 18 lbs. in chests, 8 lbs. in reed baskets, made 
out of Europe (Kanassers Krajans), 7 lbs. in other baskets, 
4; lbs. in bales. On entry of syrup 11 lbs. in casks. 

On the export of home sugar or of foreign sugar 
over the Customs Union Territory, if the reported 
quantity amounts to at least 10 centners, a compen- 
sation is allowed on every centner, and for raw sugar 
of at least 88 per cent. polarisation, 8 th. 4 ser. 
(9s. 4d.). 2. For candied, and for sugar in white full 
hard wares up to 25 lbs. gross weight, or if triturated 
in presence of the Custom-house officers, 5 th. 25 ser. 
(his. Gd.) ; for all other hard sugar, and for all dry 
white sugar (not containing more than 1 per cent. of 
water) in crystallized, crumby, or powdered form, of at 
least 98 per cent. polarisation, 3 th. 18 sgr. (10s. 8d.), 

‘The polarisation test has, of late, not been so highly 
considered as it formerly was. Doubts have been 
thrown on its efficacy and accuracy. Dr. Scheibler has 
discovered a simple test to show the saccharine quality, 
viz., by dissolving the article in spirit, when the pure 
sugar is dissolved and the foreign matter remains as a 
residue. 

By this law the protection which the home refineries 
of Colonial sugar enjoyed was entirely done away with. 
Till this law was issued refined sugar imported from 
abroad paid 7 th. 10 sgr. per centner (22s.) duty, and 
Colonial raw sugar, which came into immediate use, 
6 thalers (18s.) duty, while the home refineries of 
Colonial sugar had paid, according to the Law of 1858, 
4 th. 74 sgr. gr. (2s, 8d.). It will be seen that the new law 
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reduced the duty on refined sugar to 15s., and placed the 
home refined sugar on the same footing. From 1749 
the home refineries had enjoyed a large amount of 
protection; at first, owing to the importation of refined 
Colonial sugar being prohibited, and when this latter 
article was at length admitted, owing to the great 
differences in the duty which the two articles paid. 
The abolition of the protection came, however, too late, 
as the beet-root sugar was in almost entire possession of 
the market. 

With regard to beet-root sugar, the new law raised 
the tax from 7} to 8 sgr., and the export bonus on raw 
sugar from 2? to 3 th. 4 sgr., or 9 marks 40 pf.* This 
increase of the bonus stands, however, in no proper pro- 
portion to the unimportant increase of the tax. Rightly 
calculated, the bonus should only have been raised to 
2 th. 283 sgr., or 8 marks 86 pf. As the process of 
extracting the sugar from the beet-root will, as time 
goes on, improve, this increase of the bonus will be 
transformed into a fixed and settled premium on export. 

It is still an open question among sugar manufac- 
turers and others in Germany, whether the abolition of 
all taxes and duties on both colonial and beet-root 
sugar, or the equalization of these taxes and duties, 
would or would not act disadvantageously on the 
beet-root industry. The opinion of those who take the 
former view seems to be founded on the following 
reasons :— 

The saccharine matter, in the first place, contained 
in the beet-root amounts to about 16 per cent., while, 
at the lowest calculation, the cane contains 18 per cent. 
Then, again, there is a far greater difference in the 
harvests and in the quality of the beet-root itself than 
is to be met with in the cane. The sphere in which the 
beet-root can be cultivated is limited, and its cultivation 
is destructive to the soil. The process, too, by which 
the sugar is extracted from the beet-root is far more 
complicated and difficult than is the case with the sugar- 
cane. The great object of the manufacturers is, of 
course, to cultivate the beet-roots containing the greatest 
quantity of saccharine matter; and to do this they are 
obliged to look out for soil in which there is much 
potassic salt (kali salz). To obtain this a manure of 


* A mark = 1 shilling; 10 pfenning = 1d. 
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guano and potassic salt is required. The potassic salt, 
however, prevents the manufacturers from obtaining, 
after refining, the syrup which is produced after the 
cane-sugar has been refined. They meet with a kind 
of molasses which, owing to its ingredient of potassic 
salt, is unpalatable, and is chiefly used in the prepara- 
tion of brandy. The beet-root sugar cannot well be 
eaten, owing to the potassic salt, without a previous 
refining. One cause which has acted against the 
equalization of the duties on colonial sugar and the 
excise on beet-root sugar, as is the case in Holland, lies 
in the fact that Germany possesses no sugar-producing 
colonies. 

As the law at present stands the beet-root sugar is 
still protected, notwithstanding the increase of the tax 
on beet-root from 73 to 8 sgr. Taking the calculations 
which are laid down in the “ motive” to the law, and 
agreeing that it requires 123 centners of beet-root to 
produce 1 centner of raw sugar, the excise on a centner 
of raw beet-root sugars amounts then to 3 th. 10 ser. 
= 10 marks; while the duty paid on raw colonial 
sugar = 12 marks. So here the beet-root sugar has 
an advantage of 2 marks per centner over the colonial 
sugar. This difference of 2 marks is, however, not 
called a protective, but a countervailing duty, as the 
difference between excise on brandy in England and the 
duty on foreign brandy is considered. It would, how- 
ever, be more correct to say that a centner of cai beet- 
root sugar can be extracted from less than 124 centners 
of beet-root (about 11 centners at present, or even less), 
and the advantage gained by the beet-root sugar is, of 
course, then more striking. 

For instance, the export bonus is, by the latest law 


laid down, as follows :— 
Per centner. 
Mks. pfs. 

For candy sugar, loaf sugar, and refined sugar, 

powdered under official supervision .. So I 
For crystallized sugar, powdered erystalized sugar, 

and for powdered crystallized sugar of at least 

98 per cent. polarization .. «, L080 
For raw sugar of at least 88 per cent. polarization 9 40 


This bonus remains, of course, the same whether the 
year has been rich or not in beet-roots containing large 
quantities of saccharine matter. The best German beet- 
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roots have been found to contain 16 per cent. saccharine 
matter; and it is, therefore, quite possible that a producer 
may receive more bonus than he paid excise, and thus 
gain a premium. But to take such data as are given by 
the Law of 1869, it appears that it is here assumed that 
123 centners of beet-root produce 1 centner of raw sugar. 
Now, notwithstanding the secrecy preserved by the 
Magdeburg manufacturers, it may safelybe aceepted as 
a fact that 11 centners of beet-root are sufficient to pro- 
duce 1 centner of raw sugar. According to law, an 
export bonus would be granted at the rate of 9 marks 
40 pf. per centner; and, as only in this case 8 marks 
80 pf. excise would be levied, it is evident that there is 
here a premium of 60 pf. the centner.* By the latest 
statistics, it appears that only 102 centners of beet-root 
are necessary for the. production of 1 centner of raw 
sugar. It is, therefore, confessed that a premium of 
80 pf. is now granted for the exportation of home-grown 
sugar. But it must be borne in mind that the Inland 
Revenue expenditure is less by a few per cent: than the’ 
expenditure on the Customs, i.e. if costs less money to 
keep Excise officers than Custom-house officers. 

If it ever happens, and this seems searcely possible, 
owing to the great expense and trouble which woulda be 
entailed, that the full 16 per cent. of sugar can be 
extracted from the beet-root, then the beet-root sugar 
would only pay 5 marks per centner Excise; and, as the 
export bonus is 9 marks 40 pf., there would in this case 
be a premium of 4 marks 40 pf. 

It may here be of interest to explain the system of 
levying the Excise on ‘beet-root in Germany. The 
manufacturers must wash and dry the beet-root, and cut 
of that part of the plant (generally the head) which 
contains the least saccharine matter, before submitting 
it to the Excise officials. The beet-roots are then placed 
in baskets contaming 250 kilog. before being weighed. 
After the beet-root has been weighed it is returned to 
the manufacturer, who can do what he likes with it. The 
officials are, as a rule, honest men, incapable of being 
bribed. Once inside the manufactory the Excise officials 
have nothing to do with the beet-root, but no beet-root. 


* An allowance should doubtless be made for waste, &c. ; but owing 
to the reserve maintained by the manufacturers, it is impossible to. 
calculate what this allowance should be. 
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ean be brought into the manufactory without first 
having been weighed and taxed. The beet-root is not 
taxed according to the quantity of juice it contains, 
because it has been found in Germany that the plant 
always contains the same relative proportions of juice 
and: fibrous hard matter, viz., 4 per cent. hard matter 
and 96 per cent. juice. It is, therefore, considered that 
the present mode of levying the tax is the easiest and 
surest. As regards the amount of juice which can be 
extracted from the plant, the general opmion among 
experts at Berlin is, that with the agsistance of hydraulic 
presses and the damping process, juice in the proportion 
of about 90 per cent. to the weight can be extracted. 
But this is under the most favourable conditions, and as 
the beet-root manufacturers are extremely reserved with 
regard to the results of their manufactures, it is almost 
impossible to arrive at any satisfactory calculations. 
It may, however, be remarked, that in South Germany, 
where the beet-root contains less saccharine matter, and 
where the properties on which the root is cultivated are 
more subdivided, and the industry, therefore, less con- 
centrated than in the province of Saxony, the manu- 
facturers are continually complaining of the present 
system of taxing the article. With respect to the 
quantity of saccharine matter which is*contained in the 
juice, this depends on the quality of the beet-root, on 
the nature of the soil on which it was cultivated, andon 
the quality of the manure which was employed. It 
has been noticed that beet-root grown in the same field, 
and cultivated with the same manure, produces one 
year more saccharine matter and another year less. The 
industry is, therefore, an uncertain one. 

If it is intended to equalize the duties on Colonial 
sugar and the excise on beet-root sugar, it is considered 
by competent persons that this should be effected not so 
much by raising the excise as by gradually lowering 
the duty. The greater cheapness of sugar will then 
naturally increase the demand, and the benefits thus 
derived would prevent a recurrence to the system of 
protective duties. The simplest plan would be, perhaps, 
to abolish the duties and excise altogether, and place 
the sugar industry on the same footing as in England. 
The yearly consumption of sugar per head in Germany 
amounts to about 13 lbs., while in England it is about 
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60 lbs. The great consumption of brown sugar which 
exists in England is unknown in Germany, as brown 
sugar cannot be made of beet-root, and the com- 
paratively high duty prevents the Colonial article from 
being imported. Some people, and especially the free- 
traders, think that the beet-root industry cannot be-kept 
permanently in its present highly successful position. It 
can only be brought artificially into life, and @ fortiori 
kept artificially in existence. Its cultivation does not 
occupy a very large extent of country, and is confined 
chiefly to the triangle formed by Magdeburg, Halle, and 
Brunswick. It exhausts the best of soils, even that of the 
Saxon province, where the black loam is over two feet 
deep. The dried and pressed root is, moreover, of little 
use, and though attempts have been, and are being 
made to feed cattle with it, the results have been any- 
thing but satisfactory. 


2. Statistics. 


In the year 1874-75 the production of beetroot was 
less than it had been in the previous year, owing to the 
cold and stormy weather in the early summer. In the 
Saxon province, for instance, 557 centners. were pro- 
duced per hectare in 1873-74, while in 1874-75 only 
379; in the Duchy of Anhalt 553 centners in the year 
1873-74; in 1874-75 only 332 centners. These were the 
two districts which showed the greatest difference. The 
following Table shows the number of centners raised per 
hectare during the years 1871-72—1874-75 :— 


1871-2. | 1872-3. 1873-4. 1874-5. 


Centners. | Centners. | Centners. | Centners. 


Province of Saxony SA Paes) 510°9 556 °8 879°4 
Duchy of Anhalt Af Ce aSeg re 495 °5 553°4 332°2 
* Brunswick ..| 416°5 568-1 5891 502°1 
Province of Hanover ..| 368°3 590°8 627 °2 539 °6 
3 Silesia SH 282i 480°2 363 °3 400°5 
3 Brandenburg | 3839°5 452°5 602 510°3 
eH Pomerania ..| 247:1 456 °1 466°2 411°6 
ss Rhineland ..| 414°4 420°9 488°1 5138 
Wurtemberg and Baden .| 448°5 483°7 421 °3 538 °5 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Average throughout the 
Customs Territory ..| 408°3 508°8 544°8 411°9 
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In the whole Customs territory there were 15,440,375 
centners less beetroot cultivated in 1874-75 than was 
the case in 1873-74. In the Province of Saxony, Anhalt, 
Brunswick, and Hanover—the most important districts— 
the sugar is manufactured chiefly from beet-root grown 
in those districts; but in South Germany, Lower Rhine, 
Silesia, and Pomerania more beet is bought than grown. 
The following Table will show this more clearly :— 

On every 100 centners of beet-root were— 


Cultivated. Bought. 


1878-4. | 1874-5. | 1873-4. | 1874-5. 


Cents. Cents. Cents. Cents. 


Saxon Province ae Se 78 83 22 17 
Duchy of Brunswick .. out 81 85 19 15 
a Anhalt xe ‘as deh 83 23 7; 
Province of Hanover .. A 79 82 oh. 18 
Thuringen .. ye ar ai 80 23 20 
Centre Germany 5c Bc 78 83 22 17 
Province of Brandenburg ee 61 61 39 39 
Seattered manufactories in North 
Germany. . re an 64 76 36 24 
- Silesia ae de ae 25 26 Tae: 74 
Pomerania .. 54 Mi 82 31 68 69 
Lower Rhine AN oH, 86 40 64 60 


South Germany ae Plies oo 33 65 67 


_ But though the quantity of beet-root in the year 
1874-75 was about 22 per cent. behind what it had 
been in the previous year, it was of a particularly good 
quality as regards the amount of saccharine matter 
which it contained; for, while the quantity of beet- 
root during the years 1873-74 and 1874-75 was res- 
pectively 70,575,277 centners and 55,134,902 centners, 
the total amount of sugar produced from this was 
5,820,813 centners and 5,128,247 centners in the two 
years respectively, or scarcely 12 per cent. difference. 
This is no doubt owing in a great measure to the 
improvement in the process of extracting the juice. 
The following Table will show the proportion during 
the four years 1871-75 in which the different processes 
were employed in the several manufactories :— 
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Number of Juice was Extracted by 
Years, Manufac- 

ar tiay Pressing. Macerating. | Grinding. Diffusion. 
Per ct. Per ct. Per‘ct. Per ct 
1871-72 as 311 216 = 69°5| 25 = 8 18 = 5°8 sy al hae 
1O72-73" 8 324 220° = 67°9| 26 8 15 4°6 | 63 195 
1873-74... 337 214 635} .31 9:2). te 3°6 | 80 2337 

1874-75... 335 18l-, 54°3} 30 9 os 27 | 15S 34 


There is a marked increase in the “diffusion ” 
process. The advantages of this process are the saving 
of labour, and the greater quantity of beet-root which 
~can be worked up at the same time; but a deficient 
supply of water prevents the process being introduced 
in some cases. 

The average price of the different kinds of beet- 
root sugar for the two last years was as follows :— 


1873-74. 1874-75. 
Marks, Marks, 
Crystallized sugar : oY te SB. 504 39 
1874. 1875, 
Marks. - Marks. 
Crushed sugar = x a 35 36 
Raw sugar— 
Ist produce— 

94 to 96 per cent. ee oe 383 33 

92 to 93 per cent. Ae a 31 32 

2nd produce— 

89 to 93 per cent. rT < 27 28 
Moist sugar.. aie aie sila 35 84 °5 
Refined sugar Ar + ra 3 46 
Lump sugar... : 44 43 


The total amount of sugar consumed in the German 
Customs territory for the years 1874-75 was 5,457,927 
centners. According to the census taken in 1871, this 
would amount to 13°42 lbs. per head. In the former 
year 5,958,084 centners of sugar were consumed, or 
about 14°65 Ibs. per head. In the years 1861-66 there 
was an average consumption of sugar of 9°11 Ibs. 
per head, and in 1866-70 an average consumption of 
9°38 lbs. ; so that within ten years the consumption of 
sugar in Germany has increased about 40 per cent. 
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Marks, £ 8. 
The production here of beet-root sugar 
for the year 1874-75 gave a gross ; 
revenue of aa ne -- 44,107,920 = 2,205,396. 0 
In the year 1873-74 it yielded .. 54,460,222 2.793011 2 
fy Vere .. 50,904,813 2,545,240 13 
es 1871-72 Aree oh +. 986,012,691 1,800,634 11 


There was, therefore, a diminution in the revenue 
for the year 1874-75 of 12,352,302 marks (617,615. 2s.), . 
or 21°9 per cent. with respect to that of the previous year. 
After deducting. the export bonifications, there remains 
a net revenue of 42,466,184 marks (2,123,306/. 14s.). 
Four per cent. of the gross revenue must also be deducted 
_ for administration expenses. 

If to the net revenue we add the duties on the 
importation of foreign sugar, viz., 7,217,593 marks 
(360,3879/. 13s.), we have a grand total of 49,683,727 
marks (2,484,186/. 7s.), or a contribution of 1°22 marks 
from each individual in the Customs territory. 


Marks, 
In the year 1873-74 this contribution was wr 
& 1872-73 9 + 1°34 
' 1871-72 3 L208 


Every centner of raw sugar, both imported and of 
home manufacture, may be said to have paid a tax of 
10s. As far as can be seen, it is calculated that for the 
year 1875-76 there will be about 80,000,000 centners of 
beet-root taxed, yielding a gross revenue of 63,750,000 
marks (3,187,500/.), an increase of about 19,500,00 marks 
(975,000/.) over the previous year. 

The following Tabie gives full details of the pro- 
duction and taxation of the home beet-root sugar for 
the year 1874-75. | 
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The different places to which this export took place 
are given, but though a considerable quantity went to 
Hamburg, Bremen, and the North Sea Provinces, it 
does not appear if from there it was shipped to England; 
and it must also be borne in mind that some of this 
export is merely a transport of Austrian beet-root 
sugar. In any case the exportation is not very con- 
siderable. From January 1 to August 31, 1875, 
1,130,788 marks (56,5391. 8s.) were paid in export 
premiums; a considerable diminution from the previous 

ear. 
; T shall not fail to acquaint your Excelleney with any 
further information I may obtain on the German sugar 
industry, but though there is extreme difficulty im 
thoroughly examining the question,—owing, as I have 
stated before, to the strict secresy maintained by the 

manufacturers,—the authorities whom I have consulted 
are unable to add at present to what I have now the 
honour of submitting. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 
February 19, 1876. 
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Report by Mr. J. G. Kennedy on the Sugar Industry in 
Italy. 


e 


Mr. J. G. Kennedy to Sir A. Paget. 


Sir, Rome, February 24, 1876. 

In submitting to you the following Report on the 
sugar industry in Italy, in obedience to the instructions 
contained in the Harl of Derby’s Commercial despatch of 
the 21st December last, I venture to state that owing to 
the restricted nature of the sugar mcusery in Italy, ‘and 
to the absence of all statistical publications on the 
subject, I have not been able in the preparation of the 
Report to conform to the arrangement prescribed in the 
above-mentioned despatch from “the Foreign Office. 

The importation into Italy of sugar is still regulated 
by the Sardinian Tariff, which was “approved by Royal 
Decree of 9th July, 1855. 

Sugars are divided into two categories—refined and 
unrefined, and on importation into Italy are taxed 
thus :— 


Lire 
Refined as sd .. 25 per 100 kilog. 
Unrefined ‘fs va ie 18 f 


By adding to these sums the. so-called accessory 
duties, viz., 5 per cent. “‘expédition” and the “ war 
décime,” the following figures representing the duties 
really levied are obtained :— 


Lire c. 
Refined. ae wid .. 28 87 per 100 kilog. 


Unrefined .. te te CLONES 33 


* These duties, being payable in gold, represent about 81 lire and 
23 lire im paper currency. 


Importation of 
sugar, 


Production of 
sugar. 
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These duties, stated in round numbers as 28°85 and 
20°80, were confirmed by the Franco-Italian Treaty of 
1863, and Austro-Italian Treaty of 1867. 

Previous to the adoption of the law of 1872 on 
“ financial measures,” the duties on sugar were levied 
according to the legal net weight, 7. e., according to the 
gross weight with deduction of a tare caleulated accord- 
ing to the different quality of the covering or packing 
case. This law having raised from 20 to 30 lire, the 
limit below which the amount of duties could be assessed 
on the gross weight, a tare on sugar was no longer 
allowed, and a surplus of receipts of about 6 per cent. 
was expected, The Government, however, did not obtain 
the expected result, and sugar is almost invariably 
brought to the Custom-house packed in sacks. 

All sugars of lighter colour than that known as 
No. 20 Dutch are classed in Italy as refined. 

All other sugars without distinction are classed as 
unrefined, and taxed accordingly. 

In Italy the production of beet-root sugar is very 
restricted. There only exist three factories—one at 
Anagni, in the Province of Rome, another at Rieti, in 
the Province of Perugia, and the third at Cesa, in the 
Province of Arezzo. 

The factory of Anagni, established in 1869, enjoyed 
ereat protection under the Papal Government, which 
eranted it an exemption of duty on machinery imported 
from abroad, and conceded a reduction of the octroi 
duty on sugar brought into walled cities. This factory 
works for about four months in the year, during 
which period it consumes on the average 55 tons of 
beet-root per day, extracting about 38,000 quintals of 
sugar. 

” The factory of Rieti, when completely finished, will 
be able to consume 10,000 tons of beet a year. In 1873 
it only produced 281 quintals of sugar. In 1874 the 
production fell to 197 quintals, but for "1875 the Adminis- 
tration reckoned 2,000 quintals. 

The factory of Cesa, in the Val “di Chiana, was 
founded in 1872, and has a producing power of 5,000 or 
6,000 quintals of sugar. The outcome of 1872 was 600 
quintals ; ; of 1878, 1,000; and 2,000 in 1874, comprising 
in the last amount 500 quintals of unrefined sugar 
imported from abroad for refinement. In 1875 the Cesa 
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factory reckoned on producing 3,000 quintals of native 
sugar. 

Owing to the difficulty of obtaining beet-root, which 
will not grow freely in Italy, the three above-named 
factories do not produce on an average more than 7,000 
quintals of sugar a year. 

There is no special tax levied on this production. 

Sugar Refinery.— Previous to the year 1872 there were 
no sugar refineries in Italy.* Indeed the possibility of 
the existence in Italy of this industry was doubted when, 
in the above-named year, a sugar refinery on a large scale 
was established at Sanpierdarena, near Genoa, under the 
name of the ‘ Raffineria Lombarda Company.” 

This establishment, which, after three years of 
struggling existence, now begins to prosper, contains, 
besides the sugar refinery, an ‘animal charcoal” factory,t+ 
a molasses distillery, and a gas factory, and employs 
about 500 hands. 

Ten steam-engines, with an aggregate of 350 horse 
power, and a daily consumption of more than 30 tons 
of coal, supply motive power for the four workshops of 
the factory in which are fourteen steam boilers of 1,120 
horse-power. 

The distillery produced twelve hectolitres of alcohol 
daily, and could have yielded more, but at present it is 
not working on account of a difficulty which has arisen 
between the factory owners and the Government with 
respect to the method of application of the duty. The 
owners affirm that by accepting this method they could 
not compete with factories which extract alcohol from 
corn. 
This factory is now (February) turning out 90 
. tons of sugar daily, and is also making for its own use 
about 200 tons of coke a-year, 90 to 100 cubic 
metres of gas a-day, and 15 to 20 tons of “nero 
animale” a-day. 

The refinery of Sanpierdarena is the only one now 
working in Italy ; another was established at Rivarolo, 
but the building is now for sale unfinished. 

The following table gives the amount of, and the 


* The sugar industry existed in the Lombardo-Venetian Kingdom 
of Austria, but it was a State-supported industry, which was extinguished 
by the fiscal changes following the political events of 1859 and 1866. 

+ “ Nero animale,” stuff made from bones. 
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duty paid on, sugar imported into Italy during the: past 


six years :— 
Quintals: Lire 
1870— 
Refined 537,978 15,531,414 
Unrefined 146,211 8,040,312 
Total 684,199 18,571,726 
1871— 
Refined aN 569,720. 16,445,408 
Unrefined 141,457 2,940,938 
Total 19,386,346: 
1872— 
Refined 538,174 15,533,921 
Unrefined 164,011 3,410,082 
Total <= 702,185 18,943,953 
1873— 
Refined i, 510,240 14,723,221 
Unrefined a 297,523 6,185,577, 
Total é 807,663 20,908,798 
1874-— 
Refined 450,922 13,051,223 
Unrefined 343,021 7,181,512 
Total f 793,943 20,1 82,735 
1875— 
Refined 481,285 13,885,072 
Unrefined. 878,515 7,878,112 
Total 859,800 21,758,184 


The Italian Tariff sane no drawback on the expor- 


tation. of sugar. 


Candied fruits and chocolate are the only exports for 
which drawbacks.are allowed on account. of the sugar 


used in their preparation. 


On candied fruits there is a drawback of 15 lire 50 ce. 


per 100 kilog. 


100 kilog. ; without cinnamon 24 lire. 


On chocolate with cinnamon. e lire per 
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During 1874 the amount of exportation and draw- 
back was :— 


Kilog. Lire. 
Chocolate .. os 2,320 218.236 
Candied fruits ae 1,393,820 é 


As stated above, the “ Raffineria Lombarda,” near 
Genoa, is the only refinery in Italy. It has affected the 
market very considerably, being able to undersell English, 
French, and Dutch refiners, not on account of any 
bounty, for there is none, but because the foreigner must 
add freight to the cost of production. This refinery 
does not export a pound of sugar, the whole of its 
produce being consumed in Italy, which would absorb 
many times the amount if the factory could turn it 
out. . 

The recent increased production of the Raffineria 
Lombarda may be chiefly attributed to an improved 
refining process—that of Schréder—which is said to 
combine rapidity of action with economy of fuel and 
labour. The quality of the sugar chiefly produced is 
that known by the name of “ pilé.” It is imported from 
Egypt, and owing to its dark colour is classed as unre- 
fined; after crushing, however, it assumes a lighter 
shade, and enters the trade as refined sugar packed in 
sacks of 100 kilog. 

The Raffineria Lombarda Company draw their cane 
sugar from Egypt, England, and the Mauritius, their 
beet from France and Germany. They supply one-fourth 
of the entire consumption of Italy which is estimated at 
80,000,000 kilog., one-tenth of which may be considered 
contraband. This gives a consumption of little more 
than three kilog. per head of the entire population of 
Italy, a very low average as compared with some other 
countries of Europe, and especially England, where the 
average per head is estimated at thirty kilog. 

There is no doubt that as yet the cultivation of beet- 
root has not established itself in Italy. Its supporters 
urge the many familar arguments of cheap labour, advan- 
tage to agriculture, &c., while its opponents affirm that 
the right sort of beet can only with difficulty be grown 
in Italy, and that its cultivation would cause a displace- 
ment of crops more congenial to the soil and climate of . 
this country. Both parties agree in the wish that the 

[313] . H 2 
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fiscal laws of the country may be modified in a protective 
sense by a system of bounties and drawbacks. 

But with respect to the intentions of the Govern- 
ment little or nothing is known. The Committee of the 
Italian Industry Inquiry Commission has proposed to 
the Government a new Customs regime for sugars, and 
the Government is still undecided whether to retain the 
present system of two categories or to adopt the saccha- 
rometer system of taxation according to quality. It is 
also probable that an increased import duty will be 
levied, but in this case a tax on native sugar will be 
imposed so as not to place foreign importers in a worse 
position than they now are. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. G. KENNEDY. 


i 
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Russia. 


Report by Mr. Michell on the Condition of the Sugar 
Industry im Russia, compiled from Russian Official 
Sources. 


THE development of the sugar industry in Russia 
dates from the year 1840. At that period there were 
only 143 sugar factories in operation, producing in the 
aggregate about 150,000 pouds* of raw beet sugar yearly. 
In 1848 the number of these works had increased to 
340, with a production of 962,000 pouds. The success- 
ful establishment of this branch of industry is attribut- 
able, firstly, to the excellent properties of the soil of 
those districts in which the beet is cultivated, and which 
are chiefly situated in the fertile “ black earth”’ zone; 
and secondly, to the high price of imported sugar which 
ruled in the Russian markets in consequence of the 
excessive rates of duty which were imposed on it. In 
1841 the duty on foreign sugar was no less than 
5 x. 80 c. per poud. Under this almost prohibitive rate 
the native manufacturer of sugar realized large profits 
on his produce, in spite of the imperfect method of 
fabrication employed, and these profits were still further 
increased from the circumstance that the beet crops 
were grown on the lands belonging to him, and with 
the compulsory labour of his serfs. A still greater 
impetus was given to the development of the industry 
by the establishment of sugar refineries in the principal 
centres of production, which facilitated the profitable 
disposal of the raw material. Under these favourable 
circumstances the manufacture of beet sugar attained 
large proportions, causing, however, serious apprehen- 
sions to the Government at the same time. The 
increasing prosperity of the manufacture of sugar had 
the effect of undermining another branch of national 
industry seated for the greater part at the seaports of 
the Empire, and consisting in the refining of so-called 
colonial or imported sugar. It likewise produced a 
diminution in the importation of the latter, thus inyoly- 


* 1 poud equal to 36 lbs. English, 
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ing a serious loss of revenue in the shape of Customs 
dues to the Crown. The first serious decrease in the 
Customs receipts on foreign raw sugar occurred in 1847, 
when this item showed a decrease of 1,000,000 roubles, 
as compared with the receipts frem the same source 
during the preceding year. 

In view of such a serious loss of revenue, which it 
was expected would yearly become more and more 
palpable, the Government resolved on establishing an 
excise tax on native sugar, which, while not arresting 
home production, would have the effect of counter- 
balancing the loss sustained by the Imperial Exchequer 
by the decreasing importation of foreign sugar, and at 
the same time beneficially affect the refiners of such 
sugar. Accordingly in 1848 an excise duty of 60 copecks 
per poud was imposed on sugar of native production. 


This rate was subsequently lowered to 30 copecks; in-_ 


creased in 1872 to 70 copecks; and tually augmented 
from August 1875 to 80 copecks. 

The imposition, however, of the excise duty did not 
check the development of the native industry, which, on 
the contrary, has ever since shown signs of an increasing 
activity, fostered, as it is to the present day, by high 


rates of duty on foreign sugar, the effect of which is an” 


artificial maintenance of high prices for the native 
commodity to the prejudice of the Russian consumer. 
The following ‘Table shows the amount of revenue 
derived as excise duty and the quantity of raw sugar 
manufactured between the period 1848-74 :— 


Excise Revenue | Quantity 
Years. derived of Raw Sugar 
from Sugar. | Manufactured. 
Roubles. Pouds. 
1848 ore ee 46,208 269,234 
1849 os AG 138,747 478,355 
1850 ae ar 138,201 447,771 
1860 oe os 382,629 871,761 
1866 Lede = 1,334,029 4,271,426 
1867 oi a 1,743,954 5,071,195 
1868 ae ..| 2,633,647 5,185,901 
1869 E. ay 1,651,231 4,914,277 
1870 bb i ere 2,417,869 4,681,389 
1871 a os 3,300,000 7,400,000 
1872 ite we 3,400,000 5,300,000 — 
18738 ore ais 3,300,000 8,348,133 
1874 oa om 8,600,000 9,128,326 © 
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The discrepancy observable in the foregoing State- 
ment between the actual produce and the amount of 
excise realized is attributable to the leniency of the 
legal standard on which the excise duty is calculated. 

The duty on sugar imported into Russia, whether by 
land or sea, was established in 1872 on the following 
gradually diminishing scale :— 


On Raw. On Refined. 

Per Poud. Per Pound. 

R. cop. R. cop. 
For 1873 DAVAO 3 50 
.. 1874 2 40 3 40 
Pree | W'43) 2 30 38 30 
» 2876 2920 3. 20 
95 2877 Oy RG 3 10 
leas 2 00 8 00 


The rates of duty in the first column apply to?raw 
sugar of every description, whether crushed or pounded, 
while those in the second are leviable on refined, lump, 
and sugar candy in loaves and pieces. 

The following Statement shows the quantity of raw 
sugar imported into Russia, and the amount of Customs 
revenue derived therefrom :— 


ela. id San raf Scale of Duty Amount-of 
Rae | per Poud. | Duty Levied. 
ported, 

Pouds. Iniaee Roubles. 
1e48 ... a sll GEE WRB iY 3 80 6,503,507 
1849 ., - ..| 2,083,773" | 3 20 7,552,799 
1850 .. iS ..| 1,974,984 | 3 20 7,409,302 

3 00 by sea 2 
1860 .. 65 at 97,139 { 6b att. } 2,852,622 

‘| 8 00 ,, sea 

1866 .. : ep 418 S88) |S 50. tend } 4,070,648 
1867 |... sy ‘ 581,649 | 2 50 1,705,343 
1BUS 5. of ee 89,122 2 50 255,800 
AGED 1: oe os 76,388 2 50 224,621 
TSG oo aye 23,290 2 50 69.455 
IBZ ° ne 4,420 2 50 12,910 
1872 ¢ ‘ a 494,466 | 2 50 1,261,095 
1878. <. 24,423 2 50 299,916 
1874 -.. 364,938 2 40 820,3€3 


The great variation which marks the yearly importa- 
tion of foreign raw sugar into Russia is lue to the 
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results yielded by the beet crop in Russia during pre- 
ceding seasons. 

The quantity of refined sugar imported during the 
years comprised in the above Table was comparatively 
insignificant, the rate of duty imposed on it exceeding 
100 per cent. ad valorem and rendering such importation 
impossible. 

The following Statement shows from what countries 
and in what quantities foreign raw sugar was imported 
into Russia during 1873-74 :— 


1873. 1874. 

Pouds. Pouds. 

Holland yr i 19,980 310,563 
Belgium Bs ee = 8,847 
Prussia aes ee 2,540 11,387 
Great Britain \.. a en 891 1,636 
France.. ‘ ies ate 16,084 
Hanseatic Towns ae 715 12,813 
Austria a or 3,643 
Various Countries -- 296 15 


At the instance of the manufacturers and refiners of 
native sugar the Government was induced in 1872 to 
allow a drawback of 27 copecks per poud on all sugar 
exported out of the country. The results expected from 
this measure not having been realized, the following 
increased scale of drawbacks was established in 1875, 
subject to revision by the Minister of Finance at the 
expiration of every two years :-— 


2 


Copecks. 
White raw sugar... ae .. 45 per poud, 
Brown » a a Am eke 5 
Refined ,, © ie 40 Meme hh 


In spite of the encouragement thus afforded to the 
native manufacturers to dispose of their produce abroad, 
only a very small quantity was exported out of the 
country, as will be seen from the following figures 
extracted from the Annual Returns of the Customs 
Department :— 


To European To Asiatic 

Countries. Countries. 
Pouds. Pouds. 
1873 ng EN 1,243 1,460 
1874 Ae ee 4 860 


a 
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This insignificant importation arises from the crea- 
tion of an artificial market price in Russia for native 
sugar by the maintenance of high Customs duties on the 
foreign commodity, the price of the former being almost 
entirely regulated by that of the latter at the sea ports. 
The Russian manufacturer is, therefore, well content to 
sell his produce in the Russian market, where he is able 
to command a much higher price for it than he could 
abroad. The general effect consequently of this encour- 
agement of the native industry proves injurious not only 
to the whole body of Russian consumers, but likewise 
to the revenue of the country, by limiting the consump- 
tion of an article of almost vital necessity. 

The following calculation, derived from an official 
source, shows the quantity of sugar consumed in Russia 
per head of the population :— 


Approximate C ti 
Production of Population. ner Hi P ae 
Siiger, per Head. 
Pouds. Lbs. 
1848 oe ‘fs 2,000,000 58,000,000 1°4 
1860 a --|. 4,880,000 65,000,000 3 
187) ..| 10,000,000 75,000,000 5h 


As compared with England, France, and Germany, 
the consumption of sugar does not appear to increase in 
a very rapid rate. 
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The following Statement shows the num 
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ber of fac- 


tories of beet sugar in Russia and the amount of their 
annual produce :— . 


Where Situated. 


In Russia. 
Province of— 
Minsk ye 
Tchernigof .. 
Penza ie 
Tamboff a4 
Orel ie 
Kursk ae 
Moghileff 
Riazan ate 
Bessarabia .. 
Volhynia .. 
Poltava ais 
Toula 
Kharkoff 
Podolia 
Voronej Be 
Kieff ie 


Total in Russia 


In Poland. 
Province of— 

Warsaw a's 
Siedice 
Kalisz it 
Petrokoff .. 
Lomja ‘ 
Plotsk 
Lublin 
Radom 
Kalisz ee 


Total in Poland 


General total 


In 1873. 


No. of 
Factories. 


ere 


_ 


— 
SNNWOWUR DOR RODD 


a> wn 


~ 
Oo 
~“ 


| 


RFPOnnnw>»N © 


ies) 
oo 


6,972,185 


8,348,133 
EE 


Amount of 
Produce 
in Ponds. 


10,820 
210,488 
3,150 
140,188 
21,567 
395,810 
20,565 
11,306 
32,000 
151,228 
39,361 
162,555 
960,098 
795,678 
97,393 
3,919,989 


859,327 
87,807 
90,376 

108,277 
16,700 
92,550 
17,480 
89,285 
14,145 


1,375,947 


a 


No. of 
Factories. 


211 


—— 


248 


In 1874. 


Amount of 
Produce 
in 'Pouds, 


10,790 
201,610 
2,844 
189,234 
28,575 
548,680 
18,190 
1,470 
28,000 
264,422 
64,689 
157,787 
904,427 
42 1,254,023 
4" 148,427 
73 ~ 4,046,420 


i 


= 
WOW ORK KH NKR RON OP 


nN 
w 


” 7,869,583 


795,106 
96,223 
90,208 

116,176 
16,025 . 
32,210 
20,418 
74,612 
17,760 


KNmnNnnwn Ww ono 


37 1,258,738 
9,128,326- 


a a | a a 
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STATEMENT of Sugar Refineries in Russia and of the 
estimated value of their production. 


Estimated Valce 


Where Situated. Number. neiraddotinnt 
Roubles. 

Province of Kieff ve - 7 8 14,033,000 
Fe St. Petersburg f 4 7,492,250 
ie ‘ Moscow ee Ae 5 6,806,800 
i. Kharkoff 3 1,410,600 
9 Tchernigotf 1 1,400,000 
- Podolia 5 1,208,800 
es Volhynia 1 1,159,200 
~ Orel ‘ 1 297,500 
>. Ge 1 264,000 
- Tea... 1 175,000 
“h Minsk .. 1 35,000 
Total 31 34,282,150 


(Signed) JOHN MICHELL. 
St. Petersburgh, March 14, 1876. 
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